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Description of the Frontispiec 

JS0FONI8BA •^GOSCioLA, whose portrait, from a valuable 
picture painted by herself, is represented in our Fron- 
tispiece, was a native of Cremona^ daughter of M. Amil* 
fioro Angqsciolay and practised the autt of pointing with 
m^ore easenmd inare grace than anff. other lad^ of her time. 
Fasturi soffsi that she not imly knew hmo to- draw, colour^ 
point fi:om naiure, and copy £»ceUcntly from the works of 
others^ hut also composed some most rare and beaUHful 
things herself ^ from which circumstance^ Philip King of 
Spain, having hetvrdfHm the JDuke of Alva of her ialeniss 
sewtfor hsTy and had her honourably conducted into Spain^ 
where he placed her about the Que^H, with a large pen^ 
sian, ond where she soon excited the admivaiion ofaU the 
cau/rt. JDurfng her residence in Spain, she painted j» great 
number ofjine portraits andpictureSy the fame of which 
caused Pope Pius JF, to signify to Sofonisba that hede* 
sired to have, from her hands, the portrait of the i^ueen of 
Spain; and the artist, having complied with his, wish as 
speedily as possible, sent the portrait to Borne., with a letter 
couched in the following terms : — 

* Holy Father, 

' I heard from the most reverend JVuncio of your 
Holiness, that you desired a portrait, from my hands, of 
her Majesty the Queen, my, mistress ; and, as I accepted 
this undertaking, considering it as a mark of peculiar 
grace and favour, having to serve your Holiness, I asked 
permission of her Majesty y ,who most willingly^ and with 
great pleasure, granted it, ther:eby acknowledging your 
Holihess^s protection, towards her, I avail myself of the 
opportunity of this gentleman's going, to send it to you; 
and if by my exertions I shall have satisfied the wishes of 
your Holiness, it will give me infinite consolation, Ji only 
remains to say, that if with the pencil it were possible to 
represent to the eyes of your Holiness the beauties of the 
mind of this Queen, $ou could behold nothing mo^e wan'- 
derfuh But of that which is in the power of art to repre- 
sent, all my endeavours have been eaertea to convey to 
your Holiness a faithful representation. And with this 
end, with all reverence and humility, I kiss your Holi- 
ness'sfeet, 

* Your Holiness* s most humble servant, 

* Sofonisba Angosciola, 

* Madrid, September 16, 1561/ 



To this Letter the Pope returned the following answer, 
accompanied with presents worthy of the many virtues of 
Sofonisha: — 

* Pope Piva IV. Well eeloted Daughter in Christ, 
. ^ fFe have received the portrait of the most ser&n^ QUeeh 
of Spain y our dearest daughter, that you have s^tus. 
It has given us the greatest satisfaction^ as much on ac-- 
count of the person it represents (for whom we have a 
paternal regard J, as well as for the religious viHues ^nd 
sdher fine parts of her mind ; and also frdm its leaving 
been so diligently and beautifully executed by yourhuirids. 
We thank you for it; and assure you- that we shall keep 
it among our most precious things; commending this 
your great talent, which, hbwever wonderful; ^we under- 
stand is among the least that you possess. And with tkis 
end, we again repeat our blessing,, that our Lord Ood 
may preserve you. 

« Rome, October 15, 1561/ 

Sofonisba is said to have been a most sweet singer^ as 
well as an eminent painter, which sufficiently accounts 
for the attitude and action in the picture. By continual 
application to her profession, she had the misfortune to 
lose her sight ; and it is recorded that Vandyke, having 
had an opportunity of conversing with Sofonisba, used 
to say, that he received more beneficial knowledge of the 
true principles of his art from one blind woman, than by 
studying all the works of the greatest masters in Italy, 
She died in the year 1626, and in fAe ninety-third year 
of her age. We are indebted to the Rev. Dr. Dibdin for 
permission to copy the portrait of Sofonisba from his 
splendid and interesting Mdes Althorpianse fvol, I, p, 6 J, 
whence also we have derived the above curious informal 
tion,'^The original picture, one of the most precious in 
Earl Spencer's collection at Althorpe, was purchased by 
Sarah Duchess of Marlborough, for seven hundred gui- 
neas ; a price of very uncommon occurrence a century 
Ago, 
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reftdeifet« ftirtlier'r«stiiTcii, albd to create in the* a idetife of sciea* 
tifiefaMi xnwfid'kw^viedgez it wtU-anq^yrepaf a car^lperasah'** 
ireiit% CmMT, MoKfA 1823. 

* The season Wtaicli brings to us almanaclES, souvenirs, diaries, and 
all the other thousand red and blue-vested remembrancers of Time, 
is again come round, and has duly brought to us one amongst those 
remembrancers,, which we value far beyond its fellows, because it is 
of a more intellectual nature— we mean Time's Telescope. This 
work, which has now reached a tenth volume, does not, like many 
works which have been long continued, exhibit any signs of decay. 
On tlie contrary, it is carefully edited,' and has received some im- 
pr^venientii. In sqcfa a volunw as tldty where the same ground must 
be yearly trarelled over again, it is no^ small merit to have avoided 
a we«irisome sameness, And to have introduced so much of novelty. 
TlieiBeleetioihM, whether of prose 4>r of poetry, are made with judg* 
mtoAf snd eomhine utility with mm\iMxm^^U**^SitffUmtmt to Arlin*i 

Naiices cf Time's Telescope far 1822. 

* To look back with advantage, and forward with pleasure, is the 
sum and substance of human happiness. Fortunate is he who can 
do so ; and still m6re fortunate is he who has this little work to assist 

.him in his retrospect and prospect, thereby giving an additional 
value to the time present. Whatever his pursuit, however multifa- 
rious his researches, he cannot fail of finding here both information 
and amusement, united to a degree of novelty and variety by no 
neanato be expected in an annual publication of this kind. In this 
selectioii, good taste is evident ; re<»pitulation has been avoided as 
Hr «B fiosaible, without omitting necessary informatioB ; whilst the 
author, withont seeming to infringe in the slightest degree upon its 
contemporary utility, has with ingenious propriety retired it spe- 
cifically adapted to its place in the regular series of which it forms 
the jBtMfti Tokftme^^— ^Teio ilfoMthly MatfozvM, Jdn, 1833. 

* With the return of this period of the year, we have to notice the 
KCttfritt g Tolomeof Time^ Telescope for the year 183S; for the 
character of which it might be sufficient to refer to our remarks on 
the previous volumes. We find the same industry and ingenuity 
displayed in the selection of 'anecdotes and facts appropriate to par- 
ticular days, and the same good taste in the choice of the poetical 
p{eoes« thickly interspersed through the pages. It i)i unnecessary to 
say taiore of a work which has now passed several times under our 
notice, and whose merits are so fully substantiatod as to leave the 
critic ho further duty to perform.'— ilfonlfcly Magazine^ JtM, 1822. 

* We should have called this work Timers KdieitUtscope instead of 
Time's Telescope, for at every turn of a page it presents the reader 
with a new an4 agreeable combination of form, colour, and material. 
But» while itresembles, it also surpasses that curious instrument^ in- 
asmuch as it9 express object and tendency is to blend instruction 
with amnfenieat, and to make the one as attractive as the other. We 

h 
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Observe that the 'frnfes of this useM miscellaiiymreidiHgeiitljr en* 
rich^d from the leading publications of tne times, which are r^enred 
to in a manner honourable to the partietf quotiBg them, and valoablie 
to readers who may wish additional information on the subjects thus 
brought to their notice. Taken altogether, Time's Telescope is one 
of the best productions to be put into the hands of youth which our 
teeming press sends forth. It leads by easy roads to improving 
studies; it is exeeedingly various; it is full of hints for thinking, and 
it is honest and unprejudiced. From tbe child of five years of age to 
the mature of fifty, it will afford both entertainment and intelligence.' 
^Uterary Gazette, Dec. I, 1821. 

< When so many attempts are made to corrupt the minds «f the 
rising generation, through the medium of elementary books of in^ 
struction, it affords us pleasure to be able to. recommend anatlraor 
tive work, which is entirely free from the taint of bad prioci^es. 
Time'« Telescope is an agreeable miscellany, worthy of the atteo* 
tion of all classes of readers, but particularly of intellifent yoimg^ 
persons, to whom it will convey much useful and entertamiug in- 
formation on the various subjects mentioned in its title. The whole 
is interspersed with numerous anecdotes, antiquarian references, 
historical facts, and poetical selections; admirably calculated , to 
excite a taste for knowledge, and to render its acquisition easy and 
agreeable. We have looked through the volume, and are happy to 
find that, in a literary melange of so much extent and variety, there is 
so little to which persons of serious religion can object, aii.d so much 
which they will cordially applaud.' — WesUyan^Methodist Magazine^ 
January 1823, No, 1, Vol. I, N. S. 

* The style of this book is uniformly neat and appropriate. The 
information which the Editor gives on each subject is correct ; it is 
ample, without being prolix; and it is occasionally enlivened -by 
good extracts from our best poets. One thing more must be said of 
Time's Telescope,— it is a sa/e book ; it may be put into, the ha^ds 
of youth, without the fear of its excitiug an improper idea ; and this 
is a quality of which the value must be felt by, every, panentsand.p/.e? 
ceptox^^'^ArUtt^t Pocket MagaziM, Dec, 182).. 

Notices of Time's Telescope for 1821. 

< Time flies so rapidly, that a Teleecp^e becomes necessary tolook 
at him when past, and is not less amusmg to examine him as he ap« 
preaches. Time also is that which we can never r«/orm, but still we 
may improve it : and if it be a mark of wisdom to make the most 
of our time, it must be allowed that the Editor of the work before 
us has equally succeeded ; for he has not only improved the past to 
make it useful for. the present, but has also made the most. of the 
future, by showing that almost every day in the year is good for somor 
thing. He who wishes to know why one day is more remarkable than 
another ? Why he must eat mince-ples at Christmas, or PancakejB 
on Shrove Tuesday ? Why he must eat goose at Michaelmas, or be 
made a goose of on All-Fools-Day ?— he who wishes to turn his Te- 
lescope on human events, or on the Htesvens ?— be who^ishes to be 
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dneetady agreeably to the teaaeii, in fait obtenrstieiif of Mrtnre, ea- 
IWened and illiMtrated by apt quotations firom out bett poets $ or- 
wbOy in shorty wishes to know what timewei and wiU he, cannot fail 
of gratifyiog his curiosity by a reference to this useful little parlour- 
window book. It has been before the public for some years, and it, 
now considerably improved in arrangement, as well as in quantity ^ 
so that those possessed of former volumes will find that the present 
is far from being a t^ice-told tale. I n short, we wish it, and our readers, 
a happy new yearl ' — Svn, December 80, 1820. . 

* To young persons, either ih town -or coantrj, this Tolome will be 
very acceptable, as it will furnish them, in one case, with much novel 
and amuring instruction ; and in the other, will prove an agreeable 
gmde to many of those pursuits which are the peculiar charm of a coun- 
try residence. We know not any publication of a similar nature in 
which there is a better union of pleasure and amusement.' — Monthly 
(iatfy Jammtry and July 1821. 



^ Time's Telescope blends something of the character which belongs Co 
the Literary Pocket Book with that of a general Almanack t but at the 
same time possessing features different from either of these and peculiar 
to itself, and being altogether much more useful and compendious than 
both.'-~fia/di0tfiV L»ndon Mag.^ Feb. 1621. > 

Notices of lime's Telescope for 1820. 

*Ti»iE,'not the world's Time, with wings besprinkled with cards^ 
dice, and " at homes,"— but the Time of the Astronomer, the Natu- 
ralist, andthe Historian, again opens his annual Magasdn dei KouveautSsf 
and we can safely assure those who may wish to become purchasers, that 
all the articles in this literary bazaar are well selected, and of the first 
quality. This pleasing volume Is well adapted for Schools, either as a 
ctaivsbook, or.the reward o£merit.>-HG«i<^;08iaa*« Magaiune,J>fc,. IQ19.' 

* This elegantly printed volume is admirably calculated for the impor- 
tant purpose of forming the taste and correcting the judgment of the 
rising generation. The* respecUthh place which thit d0ok oecupiee in sdme 
ettabUihed ««mtnarMS, will, doubtless, recommend it generally to the at^ 
tention of sochas^are engaged in the business of instruction.* — Aniijac^- 
bin lUviewj December 1819. 

Notices of Time's Telescope for 1819. 

•' While this annual companion and guide retains the-respectable dh«. 
xacter which now belongs to it, no parlour window, school room, or 
private study, ^an'well dispense wi(h its presence.'— ^eio Menihly Ma^ 
mne^Feb, 1819. ^ . \ 

* lime's Telescope presents us with a new view of the ensuing year. 
To give variety to an almanack has long been considered as impossible ; 
yet this ingenious little work, by means of recent or passing events, by an 
appropriate new selection of Poetical IUu8trations,^and by a new Intro* 
duction, offers an amusing novelty, without departure from its original 
plan.'—- Z^tenny QmuiU^ Dec. 12, 1818. 



> « We QodliaUy raoonraicdd Aiaaw^mM to tlifr«tteliti«i of pdtpw o€ 
everf afft i^nd taste, bni|iartaeularl]r to the inqaiiiDg fouill of botb'ieves.' 
^AnHJoeobin Retnewfor J^ecemier U17. 

* Time's Telescope for 1818 deserves the same praise, and is entitled to 
tite same support and encouragement, which the former Yolumes ha^e re- 
eeived from the public '^BnVtfA CriHe/kr Deemmber 1817. 

Notice of Time's %lescopefqr 1817. 

. * We have already noticed the preceding volume of this amusiqg and 
instnictive performance ; a9d we have now little to afid to or deduct. from, 
the encomiums which we deemed it our duty to pass on the contents of 
that part; the plan being stiU the same, and the execution and arrange- 
ment as nearly as possible on the same modeL We shall not consider it as 
requisite for us to continue our report of this annual publication.' — 
Monthly Review for August 1817. 

»-*■-■.■■ ^ ■ ■ ■ " . ■ 

Notice of Tim^s Tilescdpefor 1815, 

. * We never met with. a eompilatton better calculated for the use of fa- 
milies, and to serve as a portable tiompiiuoa Sot young persons, than diis 

elegant little volume, which abounds with valuable information on sub- 
jibts of general interest, and with a pleasing variety of rational entertain- 
ment. The book is written in a popular style; the articles are selected 
with great judgment from the best authorities; and while theacienti6c 
illustrations tend to quicken curiosity, the reflections interspersed witn the 
extracts, occasionally given from the most charming of our poets, will in- 
crease the delight afforded by contemplating the works of Nature,, and 
raise the mind to a devout admiration of the pivine Author.'-^iVns 
Monthly Magasune, Jan. IS15. 



Notices of Time's Telescope for 1814. 

.< This work contains a great vaiietf of very useful taftirraatioo, con- 
v^ed in a most pleasing manner^ : We canitot hosita^ to pronouiKse that 
it will be popular. It deserves to be so ; and it has too many attractions, 
for every kind of taste, to be overlooked. It will form a delightful as well 
as instructive present for young persons at Christmas.*— Bri/uA Critic fir 
i)ecember 1813. 

< We cheeifully give to Time*« Telescope our w^rnwst recommendation 
as a pleasing and «q/^ book for the lisifig generation.'— £c/ee/ici2eo^^r 
JFIr&nia/y 1814. 

- * This is a most useful and entertaining Iktle work.'— Rev. T, PrHen*$ 
lUustratian qfthe Liturgy, 



^iWietttsemettt. 



fyE are not egaiutg, but mlfism U now so muck the 

fashion t thai we hope me shall stand exe^^ted^ if fi^ 

9Hce we follow the mfdtitude, and iri^ tell our 

fiienda, •accor4ing to the rule of most prefatory an- 

noameeme^s, what are the ^merits of our volume. 

Know then, courteous reader , that in TUn^'s T^- 

seope for 1^6^ we promise you a Bijou that shall be 

worthy of reposing in a covering of bbt^ Turkey or 

gtnei^a Morocco, whichsoesoer you please ; — a Souvenir 

fJMft sMl rjsmmd you of by-gone times, ofsarly loves, 

and matured ftiendMps f-r-an Amulet that shalf 

ciMmn oicfoy care and sorrow from your brow /r-r- 

a J^ledge o^ Fm^Asbip, which you snay safety pre- 

sent torn admired female, or promising youth just 

budding into the bloom of manhood i-r^-a Winter's 

Wi;eatb, for your Christmas parlour or your New 

Ym^S FHes-^a Forget-Me*Not, whkh shall blown 

all the year round; — tmd a Kbbpsakb, worthy of 

acceptance by all who de^ervA sucha maris ^f esteem. 

And, as for FhtmieB—rdo not our numerous .poetical 

9^etclies cffer many a glowing scenes v^hkh, like that 

represented in iSray's Piano-Convex Mirror, were it 

realized on canvass, would make the forUme of the 

artist who should succeed in fixing the vivid colours 

of the poefs high imaginations? 

Such is Time's Telescope ; or rather such have we 
attempted to make it: we do not avn to rival those bril- 
Uant and coruscant gems, in the shape of * Etrennes/ 
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which are now found on the table of almost every 
drawing-room and boudoir ; we do not court public 
favour by a luxurious display of pictorial embellish' 
ments ; but we lay claim to the merit of usefulness : 
and though our labours may not be rewarded with 
those Danae showers of the precious metal which at- 
tend the footsteps of other annual aspirants to fame 
and fortune, we are contented with gleaning some of 
the scattered coin — multiplied, in our estimation, by 
the 'golden oi^iVLior\s* of the wise and good, the * Saint 
and the Sage* 

The accounts of French Customs^ interspersed 
throughout our volume, are now for the first time 
presented to the English reader, and will be found 
highly curious and attractive. * To spare a perpetual 
repetition by one general acknowledgment,* we have 
reserved it for this place to state, that, for the whole 
of these interesting sketches, we are indebted to the 
very learned and entertaining ' Memoirs of the Celtic 
(now the Aatiquarian) Society of Paris;* the volumes 
of whose Transactions we should, probably, never have 
seen but for the kindness of an accomplished Scholar 
and Antiquary of the day, whose liberality of feeling, 
and urbanity of manners, need not be heralded to 
those who have the honour and the pleasure of his ac- 
quaintance. 



London, 
Nov. 17, 182T. 



Notices of Tim^s Tekicope for 1827. 

* Tais publication has the credit of being the Jirtf. which a^ired to 
a literary character as an annual work, in connexion with the present 
season of the year. Having now enjoyed a large share of public fa- 
TOOT for fourteen years, it is scarcely necessary to enlarge on its 
utility .—Amid more splendid publications, which are gaining ground 
in our country, and which reflect credit on the intelligence and taste 
of the public. Time's Telescope will continue to occupy its sphere 
of utiiU^: here none of them can cope with it. We may take up 
the Forgct-me-Not, the Literary SouTenir, and the Frit'ndship^s 
Offering, when we need amusement ; we may be delighted with their 
literary character, and their splendid embellishments ; we may take 
up the Amulet when we are in a more serious mood ; but if we want 
a never-failing companion throughout the year^ capable of interest- 
ing* informing, and tmproTingus, adding to our stores of knowledge, 
anddirecting us how to enlarge them still more from the abundant 
resiurces of Nature, commend us to Time*s Telescope. '—SpiVff and 
Minnert of the Age^ vol. ii, p. 351. 

f For seven years we have not failed to direct the attention of. our 
readers to this worthy contemporary, whose various labours will 
jistify eyery praise we have bestowed upon them. It is, ind^d, an 
honest, solid, instructive, pleasing, and meritorious annual, with all 
liie useful information belonging to almanacks, without their silly 
predictions and nonsensical signs. Its astronomical notices are am-^ 
pie, and its tide-tables, &o. valuable. In literature, miscellaneous^ 
original, and selected poetry, alternating with biographies of persons 
of note who have died within the year ; botanical illustrations^ and 
pieces of natural history ; applicable excerpts from works recently 
published ; and a mass of other matters— which it would take us 
almost a year to specify— it 4s w.ell furnished. We shall, therefore, 
only repeat, that this is an excellent and agreeable volume, like all 
those which have preceded it. A series of papers on Scottish Botany^ 
by Mr. Andrew Kerr Young, of Paisley ; a description of re 
markable British Insects, by Mr. Curtis; and some notices in 
Ornithology, by Mr. Jenyns, in the present year, are particularly 
worthy of praise, and replete with interest.* — Literary Gazette, No 
vefR(er25,1826. 

' This is a work that may be safely put into the hands of youth, and 
is calculated at once to minister to their innocent gratification, and 
to promote in them a lote of reading and knowledge.' — Wesleyan* 
Methodist Magazine, January 1827. 

- • If we applaud, and justly so— admire, and with propriety, the 
namerous very pretty annuals which, under the appellations of 
Forget-me-Nor, Souyenirs, Friendship*s Offering, Amulets, &c., come 
most appropriately as Christmas memorials, or Newyear's gifts^ 
surely we ought, in yeneration and gratitude, to still hold in our re- 
membrance a work which may be almost delineated as the parent, or, 
if not that, the elder brother of these. We allude to Time's Tele- 
scope, a yearly Volume which, whilst it contains for the studious, 
the scholar, the philosopher, that which may be termed the us^ul, 
certainly offers to the light-hearted, the cheerful, and the general 
reader, much that will be called the sweet. In short, it is a happy 
admixture of gaiety and gravity ; and if not so pretty in appearance, 



If6ike9 of Timi^$ TtU^epe for l^Sflf. 

Mdtd e1e|rM< fh 6ffe%«lMiftM«nt^, tti fheie either nv tty pnHl<i<$t!6n« 
#« h«Ve iHenffon^d, ft H itlH wtfrthy of a plac6 \h any Hbrahry, shcT 
ni«y profttalMy wile away ad oe'eaiftoiial half hour/^-Tke Wotld t(f 
FAskfitH, Febttttvty 1«87. , 

' j^or seYeral successive years it has been our pleasing duty to an- 
DouBce the appearance ot this interesting annual ; the later ▼ofuoies of 
which exhibit as much variety, talent, and information^ as their earliest 
predecessors ; whilst that under our present notice is, by no means, 
unworthy to be associated with the most talented and interesting pop* 
tionS of the series. In looking over this volume, we feel surprise at 
the variety and novelty of its contents. We know, with Solomon, 
ihat of the making of books there is no end ; but to render the books 
80 made, useful and interesting to the public—rich in interest and 
ffood sense— is, we also know, a matter of difficulty and rare occur- 
rence. The Editor of Time's Telescope seems, however, to have 
appropriated to himself (he merit of producing a work which, evea 
as it advances in age, displays the freshness of youth, and seems wett 
daV^ulated to defy even the ravages of old Time.*— La</u»* Montklif 
Mu9eum, January 1^27. 

* It is li work embeidying much niformatioii^ which is plessaMly 
wffinged^ and dlTersifled by the liltrodttetion' of lighter matter, so ad 
to form air hiteresting and entertaining miScenany. For young p«ople, 
we think, Time*s Telesccype is purtictEilarly Adapted; and it pevsesses 
one advantage orer that Class of works which are onie read dnd laid 
oHde for •♦er, that it serves for reference tbroughoiit the year*'-^ 
^^rUrlp Jw9ewUe Rewiew, No. 1. 

^^ourt^en years have elapsed since the commencement of this ptib-* 
Hcaiion, aifd each succeeding twelvemonth has enhanced its fame, and 
fe^lissed the hopes of its projectors. Rich in varied talent, and 
glowing with general knowledge, we can almost imagine that wo 
behold a smile of self-compla6ency on its title-page, as if fully i&ware 
6f its claims to regard. Those claims we will not question or 
deny, for we well know its optical beauties have suited the ej^e of 
the j^ublic ; and Timers Telescope is now a standard instrument of 

fleasure and instruction. From so often treading over the Sam6 
rouiid, we anffclpated somewhat of sameness arid mannerism; 'but we 
are happy to observe, that the edit6r has avoided all re-iterati<>n, and, 
Hke a skilful traveller, has made his journey easy to himMtf, And 
pleasant to his companions : nor h^s he forgotten his forrter fkttie, 
and wantonly thrown industry aside ; but has used, if possible, addi- 
tional energies,— enlisted on his behalf eminent contribatort, Md 
arranged the proceeds in a mtlnjier worthy the materials and the r6* 
oown of the work.'— Literary ChronieU, Noi>. 85, 1826. 

• This is the fourteenth impression of Time's Telescope, and seems 
f6 deserve all the praises that have been bestowed on its predecessors. 
A miscellany of this kind must always contain something worth look- 
ing at. It falls chiefly into the hands of young people ; and innu- 
merable little matters of curiosity, or erett of real utility, are thuA 
presented to them, which otherwise would scarcely ever be heard of, 
and which, but upon some particular impulse, are seldom inquired 
About.'— JtfonfiUy Magatine, January 1827. 



Nioftiaes qf Ti$me*8 T^9c»pe /or 1827. 

* We reoommendthif Tolame as an exeelleiil nanaal foryouBg.per* 
sons. It has not only the negative merit of being perfectly nnex- 
eeptionable aa to the information and entertainment it conveys, and 
the language in which it is written ; but it will also tend to caltivate 
those pure and simple pleasures which the God of Nature has so 
abundantly provided for inqniring minds ; it will wean them more 
from those worldly and less intellectual pastimes, by which too often 
health is injured, vanity engendered, and the high bloom of an inno- 
cent heart brushed away.* — Gentleman's Magazine, December 1826. 

' The appearance of this annual volume has more than once taught 
ns the difficultv of describing unvarying excellence in varied phrase. 
Aa the series is, however, now domiciliated in most families, the ju- 
dicionsoess of its plan, and the assiduity and skill with which that 
plan is executed, are pretty generally known. It Is, therefore, enough 
to say of the volume of 1827, that it is characterised by the same 
extent and diversity of merits which have given so many charms to its 
predecessors. The selection of matter is at once profound and fa- 
miliar, eopions and well-chosen, lively and moral. The volume 
before us is also, like most of the former ones (each in its turn), a 
decided improvement upon its predecessors.* — St, Jame$*9 Chronicle, 
December 28 to 80, 1826. 

* f am indebted to this excellent publication for many poetical illus- 
trations, taken from recent or living authors, which I should not 
otherwise have had an opportunity of seeing. I know of no work so 
well calculated to spread and improve a taste for Natural History in 
these kingdoms as Time*s Telescope ; and I would most strenuously 
recommend it to the attention of every student and lover of nature.*-— 
Drummand's PirH Steps to Botany, p. 905, Second Edition. 



Notices of Time's Telescope for 1826. 

* In the present volume, we have all the characteristic excellencies 
of its predecessors, with some manifest indications of the improving 
effect of competition. The scientific departments of Astronomy and 
Natural History, in which this publication stands alone, are executed 
with the same, industry and judgment as hitherto : the antiquarian 
and biographical notices, in which too* we believe, Time's Telescope 
has no rival, are at least as rich and as interesting as those from which 
the public has derived so much pleasure and profit, in former volumes 
of this delightful work. While the poetry and general literature have 
assumed a tone of excellence which fully supports the contest with 
the many admirable annual volumes that now grace our lighter lite- 
rature; and, t&ken altogether, we must still regard Time's Telescope 
as at once the most instructive and the most permanently interesting 
volume of its class which the father of a family can lay upon his par- 
lour-teble.'— 5*. Jameses Chronicle, December 29-31, 1825. 
. * The present volume of this various and useful work, is, like its 
redecessors, extremely well executed.'— Ziierorjf Gazette, Novem- 
p 19, 1825. 

< We are always happy, at this Season of the year, to welcome 
another volume of this entertaining collection^ in which the HtOe et 
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dmUe ^t6 ever inre td h€ judidotifly blettded.'--''Oeiili««iMi'« Hingm- 
Xik^, tol. *cv, part 11, p» 641. 

' Thirteen years have now elapsed since the publication of this very 
interesting and instrnctive work was commenced ; and during this 
period it has been deservedly popular among all classes of readers. 
Jt eontains an endless and delightful variety of scientific notices, 
anecdotes, biographical sketches, poetry, historical facts, and so 
forth. Of the present volume it is a sufficient recommendation to 
say, that it is worthy of its predecessors. It is rich in original poetry, 
tnd is decidedly Protestant in its character. In narrating the oc- 
currences of particular days, the editor has given considerable pro- 
minence to the murderous eicploits of the Church of Rome. For this 
peculiarity in his work he has our cordial thanks, as well as for the 
6ther parts of his useful compilation.' — Wesley afi-MethodUt Magazine^ 
January 1826, 

Notices of Time's Telescope for 1825. 

. 'Without attempting those ettpensive ornaments and that externa] 
appearance which distinguish some of its contemporaries, the utility 
and various intelligence of Time's Telescope, aided by the contribu- 
tions of Poetry, Natural History, and other judicious concomitants 
to Almanack lore, have placed it high in the scale of popularity : it 
lias thus become so well known to the public, that it would be super* 
IknouB to describe the present annual volume. Suffice it to say, that 
it equals its precursors, and is full of miscellaneous and entertain- 
ing notices, adapted to almost every day of the coming year.'-N-ijtft. 
vary Gazette, Nov, 27, 1824. 

' This publication, since first it challenged public attention, has 
gradually increased in its powers of pleasing : it mingles the useful 
with the agreeable so tastefully, that it Is it gif^ equally acceptable 
to youth, manhood, and old age. The volume before us, besides 
presetitiag to the view much new information (of a biographical and 
historical ttature)i abonnds in apposite quotations from esteemed au- 
thors, toi^ether with much that is original and beautiful ; and thrdugh-^ 
«at the work are scattered, with no sparing hand, *<gems of poesy ,*> 
iome light and imaginative, others clad in the garb of *< sober sad* 
ness/^ but placed with such disoernment, thiit each forms a contrail 
€0 the othet.'—Buropean Magaiglne, Dec. 1824« 

' Time'fi Telescope has this great advantage over all the annual 
volumes to which its example has given rise, that it is toot a book 
to be read during the holidays and laid aside on Twelfth Day : its 
excellent plan, which, as we have frequently had occasion to say, is 
followed up with the utitaost skill, provides Something for almost 
every day ih the year, which cannot be sd Well read Upon liny othe^, 
slild thus ic0iiomises through the year a rich fund of delightful reerea* 
ti«ti.'*«^t. /<Miet^f ChromeU, Jan. 6» 1825. 

'The caution with which the Editor guards against the idtroddd- 
lieti of any matter that may be injurious to morality, and the judg- 
ment With irhi4h h« tdeou his sabjeoti, otitis him to t^^hlU: rmpecty 



Noticed of Timers Telescope for 1825. 

aod hit Irork to public {iaCrdiiage. There is, indeed, amuBement 6f 
all khidft, and fot all a^es, in this Annnal Repository. The testinio* 
nies of the aeveral ^views, Mai^asiiles, and Pablic Journals, in Ul" 
▼oar of the former rolnmes, are eqnally applicable to the pret«*t. 
Time's 'telescope is indeed, as stated, a Ouids to tbs AtiiAliAet, 
and every thing relatiiigr to each month of the year is introdoc^ i^ 
illnstrate ei^ery important circumstance or character with whidfe 
^ch month is respectirely Connected.* — Sun, Jan. 1896. 

* This work is really what it has been pronounced to be, a ** f«li« 
citoos conception;'' and, notwithstanding the pretensions of its more 
showy competitors for public favour, most of whom hare taken m 
few lenses from Time's Telescope to fit up their instruments with^ it 
holds a distinguished place among the various Etr€nne$ of the New ■ 
Yedr. It happily combines the useful with the agreeable, and is well 
fitted to assifi in forming the taste and guiding the conduct of youth 
of birth §exe$, as well as to instruct and amuse those of maturer 
years.'— N«ip Manthlf^ Mag., Dec. 1824. 

* Time's Telescope for 1825 is, iu all respects, worthy a niche be- 
side its highly patronized ancestors. ThephUosopher of nature will 
here behold the shifting scenery of earth's niir form delightfully pic* 
tured before him. He may be led, month by month, through the 
delightful changes of the seasons, even by his fireside ; and when he 
is roaming through the real beauties of existence, he will find it.ti 
most valuable vade-mecum and instructor. The horticulturist will 
realize much gratification, if not instruction, in perusing a new ieii« 
ture of this production^ namely^ ft *< Treatise on Culinary Vegetables," 
so ably and judiciously written as to render it peculiarly interesting 
to eYery one who either delights to convert his little garden intoata 
Edenof promise and fruitfulness, or who prides himself in the choice 
Vegetable viands of his table. The florist, likewise, may turn to its 
pages for amusement and profit, and that not in vain; indeed, it 
were a matter of some labour to prove to whom the work would not 
be iiiterestiog, beneficial ^ and companionable. The account of the 
various fasts and festivals of the ohuroh, and the explanation of old 
manners and castoms, must be peculiarly interesting to all classes of 
readen.'^^S^ott Ckrwiele,Jan. 4, 1835. 

* This volume must be seen and perused before it can be duly ap- 
preciated. It is a publication which youth will peruse with delight, 
reaping at the same time lasting advantage ; while mature years will 
refer to it with pleasure, either to refresh the memory, in quest of 
new information, or as the means of awakening agreeable recollec- 
tions ; and we do with confidence state, that, at present, we do not 
recollect a production of the press, of equal size, in which the utite 
and the dulce are more agreeably and judiciously blended. We do, 
therefore, most sincerely and heartily recommend TrMS^s Tstfi- 
SCOPS ; not only to parents, guardians, and instructors of youth, but 
also as a proper volume for the family parlour, and the gentleman'^ 
library. '^S^fia^ Journal, March 34, I8S5. 



Notices of Tim$*s Telese&pefor 18214. 

* We do not hesitate to pronounce the plan of this work a " feli- 
citous conception ;'' but as it is much easier to plan than to execute, 
we must do the Editor the justice to say, that he deserves unqualified 
praise for industrious research and judicious selection. The nume- 
rous poetical flowers, -with which it is both ornamented and enrich- 
e4y evince the purity of his literary and moral taste. Like the bee, 
he ha^ 1^0 ved abroad and at home, collecting his treasures from the 
rich blossoms in the cultivated garden, and the wild flowers in the 
pathless desert ; always, with becominj^ candour and modesty, ac- 
knowledging the field from whence he culled his sweets ; by which, 
those who are pleased with his banquet, know the sources from which 
lie catered. He deserves still higher praise, for the pure and exalted 
strain of rational piety which pervades the work ; the sublime no- 
tions of the Great First Cause, which are every where inculcated ; 
and throughout the whole an obvious tendency to render the wisdom 
and goodness of the Deity conspicuous, in his works of creation- and 
providence. 

* To decorate the path which leads to the Temple of Kilowledge 
with evergreen shrubs, and amaranthine flowers, of endless variety, 
and of pleasing fragrance, which stimulate the senses to still farther 
Exertion, yet without one blossom of a noxious quality, is so highly 
laudable, that he who can accomplish this, to use the phrase which 
was once prostituted, << deserves well of his country;" and is the 
friend of all rauks, from the monarch on his throne, to the peasant in 
his cottage ; for Knowledge is the hand-maid of Wisdom, who makes 
peaceable subjects and good members of society. 

' < Now, we do think that Hme's Telescope has a direct tendency to 
promote all this ; for amidst the almost infinite number of publictt- 
tions, of miscUaneous information, and for inciting a spirit of in- 
quiry and deeper investigation in youth, without aught that can con- 
taminate the mind, we know not one better adapted than that of 
which we write ; no one that a father could with greater safety place 
in the family parlour ; or a friend present in its season, with more ffa-r 
tisf action and credit to himself. In all schools and seminaries ofedu" 
cation f where EnMish books are awarded as prizes for meritorious ap^ 
jtUcationf Time*» Telescope should have a place among those distributed; 
and we have no hesitation in saying, that, nine times out of ten^ it would 
be highly esteemed, 

< But it is also deserving of a place in the libraries of '* grave and 
reverend seniors," as a book of reference, in Chronology, Biography, 
Antiquities, and obsolete Customs, and in almost every branch of 
Natural History : while he who formerly delighted to climb the airy 
steep, or brush the dewy lawn, rejoicing in "each rural sight, each 
rural sound," now confined to his elbow chair, with his gouty foot 
resting on a cushioned stool, will wipe his spectacles, and in perusing 
the Naturalist's Diary, alternately smiling and sighing, will think of 
the joys and friendship of auld lang syne; and like the Greenwich 
or Chelsea pensioner, reading a narrative of the campaigns in which 
he served, will, for a moipent^ live his yonthful days again.'— Xife- 
rary Olio, No. 12. 



Sletk^ of Thn^g Telescope for 1884. 



* Tteie^» T«1e«e«^ k i^6ftlly so aferHEoridufl s w«rfc, that we cfantidt 
reftrse it th^ iat^ of a iHKhrg^ gifty — unfeigned praise. Like fts ten 
predecessorft, iMa eleventh annual vdnme is an entertaining and 
well-selected miscellany from the good things of past Kterfltnre, to-* 
gether with original prodaetion» ef eottgehial cbaraeter.'-^I;tt»i»afy 
Gimtief Nmf. 90, 1883. 

* Tins -work displays the same pleasitig variety As wks exhibited iti 
the forttier irolumes. H is one of those deHghtfal hooks which is Al- 
ways welcome to VLS.'^-lAterary Ckronie/e, Nov, 29^, I8Sb. 

* This useful and agreeable little work, which is at once an annual 
and npereimidl rn the garden of periodical Titerature; has now Reach- 
ed the eleventh year of its revival, and yet still appears under a new 
aspect. K is " another yet the satoe**— *« an old friend with a new 
face^'«M«hd yet the better, instead of the woi'se on that account.' — 
New M&ntJdjf Ulagazine, Jan, 1, 183^. 

* We have more than onee. noticed the former volumes of this very 
agreeable iftiscellany, and we must do the ingenious Editor the j«s-^ 
tice to repeat, that his eleventh volume is by no means inferior in 
point of merit or variety to its predecessors. The work is, indeed, 
kept op with great spirit, and no pains have been spared to render it 
as nsefal «s it is entertaining.' — Eclectic Retiew, Jan, 1, 1824. 

< This volume, like its ten elder brethren, cannot fail of proving » 
very acceptable annual present. The Editor deserves commendatioa 
for considerable tact in selecting what is not only entertaining at 
the moment, but useful in affording solid information — and, what is 
highly praiseworthy, likely to lead the mind from Nature up to Na- 
ture's God.'-^Gentleman'g Magazine, Deeembet 1833. 

* The number of Time's Telescope for the ensuing year is quite 
equal to its predecessors : there is no work of the kind with which we 
are acquainted^ that contains such a variety of apposite and interest- 
ing matter: it is a work at once remarkable for ingenuity and indus^ 
try.'— Times, Nov, 22, 1823. 

< We have given the title-page of this work almost at full length, 
id order that those of our readers who were not induced by our ac- 
count of the two preceding volumes (for 1822' and 1823) to form a 
personal acqoaintance with it, may at once perceive its nature ! and 
may be prepared, by a bill of fare so very inviting to the mental ap- 
petite, u>r that feast of varied information and entertainment which 
it provides* The execution, we can assUre.them, does justice to the 
pte«of this very interesting publication ; and continues to be highly 
creditmhie to the elegant taste ^nd literary diligence of the respect- 
able compiler. We cordially renew our former recoramendations of 
it, especially to yoang persons of education and intelltgence.'-«IF«»* 
legfau' Method ht Afagaxine, January 1824. 

' This annual repository is replete with useful and pleasing histo- 
rical and antiquarian illustrations of the Calendar.'-^^ficyolopfl^dita 
MetropolUana, art. Calendar. , 

* It is not merely an erudite and intelligent companion to the Al- 
manack of the year, but it brings before its readers many important 
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novelties iu science $ while the present volume ii enriched by an able 
view of Physical Geography, and particularly by some curious facts 
resulling from the New Voyage of Discovery in the Arctic Regions.' 
— .AfontA/y Magazine, Dec. 1, 1823. 

* The character of Time's Telescope is maintained by nndiminlsli- 
ed and even improved excellence. We have still the same judici- 
ous selection of the subjects, best calculated to afford innocent 
amusement at the present hour, adorned and rendered valuable by 
those moral and religious principles which lay the foundation of en- 
during virtue and happiness.'— 5t. Jamef's Chronicle, Jan, 10, 1834. 

* We have, for some years past, annually called the attention of 
our "readers to this entertaining and instructive (publication ; and.we 
have, on former occasions, borne our testimony to its merits in terms 
so unequivocal and decisive, that we may be allowed to excuse our- 
selves, in the present instance, from saying more in its favour, than 
that the volume before us ably supports the high honours which have 
been gained by its predecessors.'— ^ew Evangelical Magazine, Jan, 
1824. 

' C*est le onzieme volume d*itn outrage qui se public annuellement 
sous ce litre. Un choix bienfail des tneilleurs morpeaux de litterature 
qui ont paru dans Vannie, et quelques productions originates qui ne 
manquentpas de merite, recommandent ce livre aux leeieurs curietix de 
suivreet ilc comparer les progris que font les Anglais dans les belles^ 
Uttres avee ceux de leurs voisins.* — Revue Encyclopedique^ A6ut 
1824. 



Notices of Time's Telescope for 1823. 

' If the times are not better, still it must be owned that their Tele* 
scope is improving annually. Indeed, we think this little work de- 
serves peculiar credit for its constant variety, whilst still preserving 
the original plan on which it started.' — New Monthly Magazine, De- 
cember 1822: 

' We have now had the gratification of approving the design and 
execution of this useful annual work for ten succeeding years ; and 
can safely assert that the present volume is inferior to none of its 
predecessors. Novelty has been so studiously considered, that each 
volume is almost entirely a new work. The poetical selections are 
numerous and judiciously introduced.' — Gentleman's Magazine, De- 
cember 1822. 

. < We are acquainted with no anriual work which has united so 
many suffrages in its favour as Time's Telescope. The present pub- 
lication does not derogate from the character of its predecessors, bat 
is indeed an agreeable and instructive miscellany.*— Literary Ga* 
seUe, December 7^ 1822. 

'This ingenious work is really worthy of public attention.*— JoAn 
Bull, December 27, 1822. 

*■ This publication will convey, to young persons of intelligence and 
education, much entertaining and useful information, without that 
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eormpting admixture of unsoond principles, or improper allusioi^, 
by which so large a portion of the carreut literature of our times la 
unhappily debased.* — Wezleyan-MeikodUt Magazine, Jan. 1893: 

* This is an entertaining and iustrnctiTe annual work.*— Coiirfer, 
December 34, 1822. 

*■ We have often had occasion to notice the periodical appearance 
of this useful work : in the variety and amusing q^uality of its con- 
tents, we know few works which can bear a comparison with Time*8 
Telescope. We notice, with particular commendation, the poetical 
taste of the Editor, who has selected from the fugitive verses of the 
day many very beautiful and interesting specimens. The scientific 
department is got up with the same fidelity and cleverness which dis- 
tinguished the former numbers of Time's Telescope.* — Monthly Ma' 
gazine, Jan, 1823. 

* This is a very amusing book, and full of information on a variety 
of common-place topics, which people have in their mouths every 
day, and yet contrive to be profoundly ignorant of to the latest hour 
of their existence. History, antiquities, obsolete rites, biography, 
and a naturalist's diary, are only the prominent features of the work, 
which is as varied as it is amusing.* — Museum, June 7, 1823. 

* The sustained excellence and improving reputation of this agree- 
able and highly useful series, afford a gratifying illustration of the 
extent, depth, and richness, of the resources uf English literatdre ; 
and of the sure reward which attends the exercise of industry and 
judgment in exploring them. The present volume fully supports 
the character of its predecessors ; and saying this, we are not aware 
that we could give it a higher praise.* — St, Jamet*8 ChronieUy Decern' 
ber 10, 1822. 

* Of all the annual publications of the present day, numerous as 
they are, there is not one that we long so much to see as Time*s Te- 
lescope ; for there is none, from which, in times past, we have de- 
rived greater pleasure and profit. Its reputation is now so fully e»- 

. tablished, that it stands in no need of any recommendation from us, 
or it sfiould certainly have it. We scarcely know a work in which 
the utile and the dulee are more happily blended.*— New Evangelical 
Magazine, December 1822. 

* This is a well-conducted annual vrotk,*^ Morning Post, Decern* 
ber 19, 1822. 

' Dr. Herschel, with his gigantic telescope of forty feet, could only 
examine the heavens, and trace the planetary orbs in their course ; 
the author of Time's Telescope does much more, for he not only 
searches the starry heavens with' microscopic ken, but spreads the 
whole earth before us, and penetrates to " the waters under the earth." 
Indeed, he unfolds the whole book of nature, and revels in its choicest 
productious. Time's Telescope has now attained a standing of ten 
years, during which time it has progressively increased in merit and 
reputation, presenting the same interesting variety, the same novelty, 
and the same good taste, which first distinguished it. In short, it is a 
book which no person wjio wishes for amusement or information on 
a variety of subjects should be without.'— Ztferary Chroniele, Decern- 
ter7,l822. 
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'Tikis is an entertaining and instructive aiimial work/ — BeWs 
Weekly Ji^estengery December 29^ 1833. 

< Time'fi TeloMape has oevtainiy l>e«n ftiriiished this yef»r with an 
ad4itiojial n amber of lenses, brig^ht| elear, and achromatic ; sq that 
we are enabled to view, with distinctness and pleasure, the various 
objects that ajr.e set before us. Of the natural pictures here held up 
to view we can scarcely speak in too warm terms of commendation. 
Hie Introduction on the habits^ economy, and uses of British Insects, 
is original and amusing ; and the description of Astronomical In- 
struments is concise and clear. With the Ode to Time, by Mr. Bar- 
ton^ we have been greatly pleased, and indeed the whole volume is 
one which' we can cordially recommend. The Editor is entitled to the 
highest praise for his laborious collections in poetry, biography, and 
the facts of natural history ; the last is, at all times, a pleasing and 
delightful study, and which cannot be too much pressed upon the 
attention of youth. In a word, this is the best volume of Time's 
Telescope which has yet appealed.'— London Journal of Arts, Decern^ 
h€ri%2SL 

* We have repeatedly recommeind^d this work to ovx read«rs^ who 
have a taste for scientific studies. The present volume contains a 
vast variety of interesting matter.' — Supplement to Evangelical Ma- 
gaxinefor 1892. 

* £or the tenth time we »eet this truly interesting compilation, 
•which seems. to improve with every recurring year, and may be 
justly said to afford a high intellectual treat to «il who possess a 
iove for literature and science. We know not a volume, indeed, 
even in the present productive state of the Periodical Press, which is 
so well calculated as this, to excite in the youthful and ingenuous 
mind a vivid and durable impression of the value of time, and of the 
beauty, sublimity, and utility, of the migkktj works of God. It is 
evidently the production of a man of great ingenuity and research ; 
for he has contrived, notwithstanding an apparent necessity for re- 
petition in some of the details, to give to each succeeding volume, 
{ii^nd .through every department of tits contents, the charm .of variety 
and the impress of novelty ; a result whidi he has been enabled to 
obtain through a very happy use of the almost inexhaustible trea- 
sures which are to be found in the mines of Philosophy and Natural 
History, in the delightful stores of Biography and Literary Anecdote, 
and in the curious minutue of Manners, Customs, and Superstitions. 
'With these he has mingled copious and judiciously selected illustra- 
tions from our best poets, living as well as dead; a feature in the 
•work which stamps it with a lively.and endearing interest, and which 
appears, indeed, in the volume before us, with singular attractions 
foir our Suffolk -readers, as it includes some highly finished effusions 
thoim the *moral pen of one who resides amongst them (Mr. B. Bar- 
ton), and who, -whether regarded as a poet or ama/i, may be correctly 
said -to refleet honour, not only on the sect to which he more pecu- 
liarly belongs, bat on the country which has given him birth;*— 
SufoUi Chronicle, December 14, 1832. 

' This yMfk lllends instruotioa with amvsemeot, and presents a 
compilation of topics extremely well adapted to excite its younger 
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1 HE' first and coldest vftonHh of the year, whose 
zodiacal sign is Aqnarias, or the Water-Bearer, de- 
rives its Qame from Janus, a deity represented by the 
Romans with two faces, because he was acquainted 
both with the past and future. 

In JANUARY 182a 
1. — CIRCUMCISION. 

This festiTal commemorates the circumcision of 
our Lord on the 8th day of his nativity. It was first 
observed in the year 487. This is also New JTear'i 
Day. * M^ety man,' says Elia^ ^ hath two birth*- 
days : two days, at least, in every year, which set him 
upon revolving the lapse of time, as it afieets his 
mortal duration. The one is that which, in an espe- 
cial manner, be termeth hi$. In the gradual desue- 
tude of old observances, this custom of solenuiizing 
our proper birth-day hath nearly passed away, or is 
left to children, who reflect notiiing at all about the 
matter, nor understand any thing beyond the cake 
and orange. But the birth of a new year is of an in- 
terest too wide to be pretermitted by king or peasant. 
No one ever regarded the First of January with in- 
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difference. It is that from which all date their time, 
and count upon what is left It is the nativity of our 
common Adam/ 

When we look back on hours long past away, 
And every circumstance of joy or woe 
That goes to make this strange beguiling show. 

Called life, as though it were of yesterday, 

We start to learn our uuickness of decay. 

Still flies unwearied Time ;^— on still we go, . ^ 
And whither ?— Unto endless weal or woe, * • 

As we have wrought our parts in this brief play. - 

Yet many have I seen whose thin blanched locks - ' 
But ill became a head where folly dwelt, •< 

Who, having past this storm with all its shocky^ ■[ :. . 
Had nothing learnt from what they saw or felt r-;' '•' 

Brave spirits! that can look, with heedless eye, - . 

On doom unchangeable, and fixt eternity. >^. 

TalUBook. 

The practice of making New Yem^t Gifts existed vraoi^ the 
Bomans; they sent little presents to their friends :i|»' auguring^ 
happiness throughout the year: they were called "^treniBf i^h^i^ce 
their goddess Strenua and the French word e<rtfnii^9.V: Bli^ .^e 
joy manifested by the Romans at the renewing of the jte'ar^dege- 
nerated into debauchery, disguisings, and indecent fki^bea^Hfhlch 
continued for several days; and these follies werl^\ pHt^sed 
throughout the whol6 Roman empire. The Gaula^ii^m^Gpnie- 
qaently infected by their dangerous example, al^iUm 
ceedings were afterwards so scandalous, that they ^ff^|[j^b the 
censures of the church, which proscribed the custoii{$^|[Fi|p ca- 
lends of January, as celebrated by indecencies liiiWV^^ of 
Christians; — such is the origin of the Fea$t of Fotii^1^^S&mA in 
the churches at the time of the winter solstice. \. i >^^ v T 

The first day of January in France, and in most (^t^lio coun- 
tries, is devoted to congratulatory and complimentiR^1r|iai4 the 
performance of which is considered so indispensable . ftr sdfety, 
that the omission of them is frequently the cause of g^^t^ool- 
ness, and even enmity, among friends* On Newl^ 
.which is called le jour ttetretmes, parents bestoVj 
.their children, brothers on their sisters, and husba '^ 
sents to their wives. In Paris, carriages may 1 
through the streets with cargoes of bonbons, souvi^ 
-variety of etceteras, with which little children ii _^^ ^ . 
Children are bribed into good humour ; and here and tlNEfire^astry- 
«ooks are to be met with, carrying upon boards enormous tem- 
ples, pagodas, churches, and play-bouses, made of fine four and 
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sagar» and embellished in the way which makes French pastry so 
inviting. But there is one street in Paris to which a New Yearns 
Day is a whole year's fortune— this is the rue des Lombards, where 
the wholesale confectioners reside. For several days preceding 
the Ist of January, this street is completely blocked up by carts 
and waggons laden with cases of sweetmeats for the provinces. 
These are of every form and description which the most singular 
fancy can imagine — bunches of carrots, green peas, boots and 
shoes^ lobsters, crabs, hats, books, musical instruments, gridirons, 
frying pans, and saucepans — all made of sugar, and coloured to 
imitate reality. It would not, perhaps, be an exaggeration to 
state that the amount expended for presents on New Year's Day 
in Paris, for sweetmeats alone, exceeds 500,000 francs, or ^^20,000 
sterling. Jewellery is also sold to a very large amount ; and the 
fancy articles exported in the first week of the year to England, 
and other countries, is computed at one-fourth oftheir sale during 
the twelve months. In Paris, it is by no means uncommon for a 
man of 8 or 10,000 francs a-year to make presents on New Year's 
Day which cost him a fifteenth part of his income. No person 
able to give, must on this day pay a visit empty-handed. £very 
body accepts, and every man gives according to the means which 
he possesses. Females alone are exempted from the charge of 
giving. A pretty woman, respectably connected, may reckon 
her New Year's presents at something considerable— gems, jew- 
ellery, gloves, stockings, and artificial flowers, fill her drawing-- 
room ; for in Paris it is a custom to display all the gifts, in order 
to excite emulation, and obtain as much as possible* At the 
Palace, New Year's Day is a complete jour de fete. Every 
branch of the royal family is expected to make handsome pre- 
sents to the king. 

A curious ceremony formerly took place in the cathedral of 
Chartres, entitled the Fool-Pope, or Pope of Fools; it was held 
on the first four days of the year. The ministers elected every 
year, among themselves, a pope and his cardinals ; for one would 
not do without the other: and the clergy who accompanied them 
were equally respectable with the chiefs. This grotesque assem- 
blage officiated in the cathedral in masquerade habits, and acted 
in the most indecent manner; every sort of disorder being al- 
lowed. Each appeared to have but one object in view, that of 
dlstingaishii^ himself by the wildest extravagancies. They after- 
wards went through the streets and public squares in the town 
with the same dress, and in the same disguise, insulting and le- 
vying contributions on every one they met* In 1504, war, plague, 
and famine, desolated the country of Chartres, like the rest of 
France ; and the Canons, affected by these scourges, ordered this 
scandalous f^te to be suppressed. 



REMARKABLE DAYS 



L1NE8 on the NeW Year. 

WLile midnigfaf s chime beats deep a|id drear 
The pulses of the parting year, 
I ^ill not hail another's birth 
With reckless and unseemly mirth ; 
" By me its welcome shall be said. 
As in the presence of the dead. 

A smile> the new-born year to greet, 

A silent tear to that gone by ; 
As blending in our bosoms meet 

The dreams of hope and memory. 
Again I hail each inmate gay, 

Assembled in the festal room — 
But some, alas! are far away, 

Some sleeping in the tomb ! 
A narrower circle seems to meet 
Around the board — each vacant seat 
A dark and sad remembrance brings 
Of faded and forsaken things ! 
Of Youth's sweet promise to the hearty 
Of hopes that came but to depart : 
Like phantom waters of the waste, 
That glad the sight, but shun the taste* 
Of bright eyes veiled in cold eclipse— 
The balm, the breath and bloom of lips, 
"Where oft in silent rapture ours 
Have clung like bees to honied flowVs: 
With their sweet voices past away, 
Even like the harp's expiring lay. 

But fled and gone, with all its ills. 

And dreams of good — a long adieu 
Unto the year beyond the hills. 

And welcome to the new. 
And hoping oft to meet again, 

To hail the sacred season's call, 
Thus, hand in band, the bowl we drain, 

* A good New Year to all.* Literary 3Iagnet, 

*2. 1827. — JOHN MASON GOODj M.D. DIE0^ iET. 62.^ 

A memoir of this celebrated writer has already ap- 
peared iQ our volume for 1825, p. 127, to which we 
refer the reader. It remains only to complete the 
list of his multifarious and useful publications ; in 
addition to the more important works before enume- 
rated, may be added the following ; — 



IS JANUARY 1828, 



Maria ; an Elegiac Ode, 4to, 1786. — Triumph of Britain, aa' 
Ode, 1809.— >A Dissertation on the Diseases of Prisons and Pooiv 
booses, 8vo, 17 95. —On the History of Medicine^ so far as it re« 
fates to tfae Profession of an Apothecary, Itmo, 1795.-^On the 
best Means of maintaining and employing the Poor in Parish 
Workhoases, 8vo, 1798. Second edition, 1805. — Address to the 
Ifembers of the College of Surgeons, 8to, 1800.<— Oration on the 
General Stracture and Physiology of Plants, eompared with those 
of ABimals, deliTered at the Anniversary of the Medical Society, 
8to, 1808. — Essay on Medical Technology (to which the Fother^ 
gilltan Medal was voted by the Council of the Medical Society, 
of winch be became the Secretary), 8vo, 18 10.-— He also pubUsbed 
in May, 1812, a new edition of Mason's Self-knowledge, with a 
Life of tiie Author, and notes, ISmo. 

To these may be added, ' The Book of Nature/ 
in three vols. 8vo, being a Series of Popular Lectures 
on the Phenomena of Nature, formerly delivered at 
the Surrey Institution, which, many of our readers will 
recollect, were among the most attractive of the Pre* 
lections given at that useful establishment. 



•5. 1827. — H. R. H. THE DUKE OF YORK DIED, 

JET. 63. 

The memory of the Duke of York is embalmed in the per- 
petual gratitude of his country. As the reformer and rege'» 
nerator of tfae British army, ho brought it froni a state nearly 
allied to general contempt to such a pitch of ei(cellence, 
that we may, without much hesitation, claim for our troops 
an equality with, if not a supel«ortty oyer any soldiers in Ea^ 
rope. By a succession of welt-considered and effectual re- 
gulations, the Duke of York put a stop, with a firm but 
gentle hand, to numerous abuses, partiouhurly to such as 
existed in the purchasing of commissions. Terms of ser- 
Tice were fixed for every rank, and neither influence nor 
money were permitted to force any individual forwardt until 
he bad served the necessary time in the present grade which 
he held. No rank short of that of the Duke of York— no 
courage and determination inferior to that of his. Royal 
iilgfanesB>— conld have accomplished a change so important 
to the service, but which yet was so untavourable to the 
wealthy and to the powerful, whose children and prot^g^s 
*ad formerly found a brief way to promotion. Thus a pro- 
tection was afforded to those oncers who could only hope to 
liie by merit i^nd length of service ; while at the same.tiipe 
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tiie jKNUiff Mpirant wu compelled to duciiftrge tlm datiet of 
a vtMtt&n before ttttaining the bigber oomroisneiiti 

In otber respeets, tbe influenoe of tbe CornvMuder-iii- 
Cbief was foind to have the same gradual i^nd melkMratiiig 
effect The TidMitodes of real service^ and the eaieiig«A» 
dea to whidi indiTidaals are expoied, began to render igno- 
rance nnfaifaioBabie, — as it was speedily found, that mere 
vakmr, faowever fiery, waa insuffioient^ on such oceasioiia, 
for the extrication of those engaged in them ; and that tiiey 
who knew their duty, and discharged it, were not only most 
aecore of victory and safety in action, but most distii^ish- 
ed at headquarters, and most certain of promotion. Tbta 
a taste for studying mathematics, and calcuiationa appli* 
cable to war, was gradually introduced into the army, and 
carried by some officers to a great length ; while a perfect 
acquaintance with the routine of the field-day was positively 
demanded from every officer in tlie service aa an indispen- 
sable ^pialification. His Royal Highness also introduced a 
species of moral discipline among the officers of our anny» 
which had the highest consequences on their character. 

The private soldiers equaHy engaged tbe attention of his 
Royal Highness. In the course of his superintendence of 
tbe army, a military dress, tbe most absurd in Europe, was 
altered for one easy and comfortable for the men, and suit- 
able to the hardships they are exposed to in actual service. 
The severe and vexatious rules exacted about tbe tying of 
hair, and other trifling punctilios (which had been found 
sometimes to goad troops into mutiny), were abolished, and 
strict cleanliness was substituted for a Hottentot head-dress 
of tallow and flonr. The pay of the soldier was augmented, 
while care was at the same time taken that it should, aa fiur 
as posnble, be expended in oettering his food and extend- 
Ing his comforts. The slightest complaint on the part of a 
private sentinel was as regularly inquired into, as if it had 
been preferred by a general officer. lastly, the nse of the 
cane (a brutal practice ifhich onr officers borrowed from the 
Germans) was entirely prohibited ; and regular corporal pu- 
nishments by the sentence of a court-martial have been gm- 
dnally diminished. 

If, therefore, we find in the modern British officer more 
information, a more regniar course of study, a deeper sn- 
qnaitttanoe with the principles of his profession, and a greater 
love fot its exertions—- if we find the private sentinel dia- 
charge his duty with a mind unembittered by petty vexa- 
tions and regimental exertions, conscions of immunity from 
eaprioions violence, and knowing where to appeal if he ann- 
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tains tnjary— if we find in all ranks of iht ariiiy% leve of 
tbeir profession, and a capacity of natchlng^ themsalTes wtth 
tbe finest troops wbicb Europe oyer prodaced, — to tii%mo* 
mory of his Royal Highness the Buke of York we owe this 
change from the state of the forces thirty years since. 

The means of improving the tactics of tlie British army 
did not escape his Royal Higbness's sedulous care and at- 
tention. Formerly^ every commanding officer manoeovred 
his regiment after his own fashion ; and if a brigade of 
troops were brought together, it was very doubtful whether 
the/ could execute any one combined movement, and al- 
most certain that they could not execute the various parts 
of it on the same principle. This was remedied by the iy»* 
tern of regulations compiled by the late Sit David Dmidas^ 
and which obtained the sanction and countenance of his 
Boyal Highness. This one circumstance, of giving a uni- 
form principle and mode of working to the different bodiesi 
which are, after all, but parts of the same great machine, was 
in itself one of the most distinguished services which could 
be rendered to a national army ; and it is only surprising 
that, before it was introduced, the British array was able 
to execute any combined movements at all. 
- We cannot but notke the Duke of York's estabtisfanient 
near Chelsea, for the Orphans of Soldiers, the cleanlhMss 
and discipline of which are a model for sncb institutions ; 
and the R(^al Military School, or College, at Sandhnrst, 
where every species of scientific instruction is aiibrded to 
those whom it is desirable to qualify for the service of 
the Staff. The excellent officers who have been formed at 
this Institution, are the best pledge of what is due to its 
founder. Again we repeat that, if the British soldier meets 
Ins foreign adversary, not only with equal courage, but with 
eqaal readiness and facility of manoeuvro-4f tlie Britisb c^- 
ficer brings against his scientific antagonist, not only his 
own good heart and hand, but an improved and enlighten- 
ed knowledge of his profession — to the memory of the Duke 
of York, the army and the country owe tiiem. 

The character of His Royal Highness was admirably 
adapted to the task of this extended reformation, in a branch 
of the pnblio service on which the safety of £ngland abso- 
fcttely.depended for the time. His judgment, in itself dear 
and steady, was inflexibly guided by honour and principle. 
No solicitations could make him promise what it would have 
been inconsistent with these principles to grant ; nor could 
any circnmstances induce him to break or elude the promise 
Whieh he had onee given. At the same tune, his foelim^. 
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humane and kindly« were, on ail possible occasionM, acces- 
sible to the claims of compassion ; and there ocearred but 
rare jpistaaces of a wife widowed, or a family rendered or- 
phans, by the death of a meritorious officer, without some- 
thing being done to render their calamities more tolerable. 

iMring the last years of the most momentous war that 
ever was waged, his Royal Highness prepared the moat 
splendid victories our annals boast, by an unceasing aitten- 
tion to the character and talents of (he officers, and the com- 
forts and health of the men. Trained under a system so ad- 
mirable, our army seemed to increase in efficacy, power, 
and even in numbers, in proportion to the increasing oooai* 
lion which the public had for their services. Nor is it a I^ss 
praise, that when men so disciplined returned from scenea 
of battle, ravaged countries, and stormed cities, they re« 
aasumcd the l^ibits of private life as if they had never left 
them. 

This superintending care, if not the most gaudy, is among- 
the most enduring flowers which will bloom over the Duke, 
of York's tomb. It gave energy to Britain in war, and strength 
to her in ^eace. It combined tranquillity with triumph, 
and morality with the habits of a military life. If our sol- 
diers have been found invincible in battle, and merito* 
rionfl in peaceful society when restored to its bosom, let no 
jBriton forget that this is owing to the paternal care of him 
to whose memory we here offer an imperfect tribute. — Sih 
Walt|£R 8gott« 

For further particulars of his Royal Highness, 
the reader may consult Sir Herbert Taylor's very 
interesting * Narrative* ; the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine, vol. xcvii, part I, and the Mirror. 



6. EPIPHANY, or TWELFTH DAY. 

The following is an account of this day as it is 
celebrajted in some of the Provinces of France: — 
Twelfth Day, or La Fete des Rois, is kept twice in the 
year at Commerey and in its environs, and each time iu 
a different way. The^r^^ commemoration takes place 
on the 6th of January, the Eve of the Epiphany. On 
this occasion, the family meet about six o'clock in 
the dvemng, and sit round a lai^e table* They put 
fO^.^Mt wb«g M maDy beans imi there |ii^p«s90i|t; 
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ose of tbe beans is red or black, and serves^ to desig-* 
nate the king of the bean, as be is called ; tbe olbers 
are white. The youngest child draws the beans, and 
names each member of tbe family in saccession, be- 
ginning Willi the eldest and finishing with the youngs 
est: when tbe king of the bean is ascertained, he is 
congratulated by every one of the company on Us 
accession to royalty. 

The cake, which is round, is introdaced before snp* 
per ; it is sometimes pierced in the middle in the form 
of a crown, and contains a bean. It is cut into a» 
many slices as there are persons in the family, in- 
cinding servants. The drawing is made in the same 
Bumner as for the bean; only, on this occasion, the 
share called la part d Dieu is drawn first, and given 
to the first poor person at the door who asks for it ; 
and it is a rule not to begin to eat the cake till tl^is 
portion of it has been given away. The amusements 
of tbis^r^f Twelfth-day festival are cheerful without 
being obstreperous, — and there is nothing noisy about 
it, but the cry of le roi boit, which is repeated when- 
ever his Majesty chooses to moisten his lips with the 
juice of the grape. 

The seventh day afler the Epiphany, that is, the 
Octave of this festival, is called the day of the hlaclc 
kings, or of the kings with their faces smutted. The 
king is drawn for with beans, but by the eldest in 
company — in an inverse order to that of the first draw^ 
ing, — that is, beginning with the youngest, and finish-^ 
ing with tbe eldest. He, whom the fortune of the 
day has ordained to be king, must submit to have his 
face blacked, and to be otherwise disguised. They 
usually take a cork of a wine bottle^ burn it in the 
candle, and with this they draw on the king's face 
mustachios, and other figures, in order to render the 
countenance as hideous as possible : towels are pot 
upon the head, round the neck, and about other parts 
of the body, so as to render die figure of tbe king as 
g[rotS8%iie. as they pan, und a never-failing sutigect of 
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laughter for the yoong folks of the companyi ^ho are 
privileged, on this occasion, to exercise their risible 
facalties without let or hindrance. The wine passes 
gaily round ; the enlivening 3ong is heard, and shouts 
of joy burst from the assembled company; altogether 
forming a picture, which strikingly reminds us of .the 
ancient Saturnalia, particularly if we recollect that 
tiie servants partake of the hilarities of the evenings 
and may be kings as well as their masters. 

At the end of the year 1792, the Council* Genera^ 
of the French Commons passed an Arr^t, in c<mse« 
qoence of which • La F6te des Rois' (Twelfth Day) 
was thenceforth to be called ' La Fete des Sans-Cu* 
lottos,' it being considered an anti-civic feast which 
made every priest that kept it a Royalist ! 

7. — PLOUGH MONDAY. 

This is always the Monday following the Epiphany, 
For an account of some curious ceremonies on this 
day, see T.T. for 1822, p, 9. 

8. — SAINT LUCIAN. 

He was presbyter of the church at Antioch, and, as 
some affirm, a disciple of St. Peter. He flourished 
about A. D. 80, and founded a church at Winchester. 

*9. 1827.— ELIZ. O. BENGER DIED. 

Early in her literary career. Miss Bengcr was in-* 
doced to fix her hopes of fame upon the drama, for 
which her genius appeared in many respects pecu- 
liarly adapted; but after ample experience of the 
anxieties, delays, and disappointments, which, in this 
age, sicken the heart of almost every candidate for ce« 
lebrity in this department, she tried her powers in 
other attempts, and produced first, her poem on the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, and, afterwards, two 
novels published anonymously. These productions 
had great merit, but wanted something of regular and 
finii^d excellence; and her success was not de^ 
cided till she embarked in biography, and producedj, 
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in succession, her Memoirs of Mrs. Elizabeth Hamil- 
tow. Memoirs of John Tobin^ and Notices of Ktop- 
stock and his Friends, prefixed to a translation of 
their LeUers from the German ; and finally rising to 
the department of history, her Life of Anne Boleyn, 
and Memoirs of. Mary Queen of Scots, and of the 
Queen of Bohemia. All these works attained de* 
served popularity; and she would probably have add- 
ed to her reputation by the Memoirs of Henry JVqf 
France, had longer life been lent her for their com-* 
pletion. 

♦10. 1827. — JOHN JONES, I.L.D. DIED; 

Author of a valuable * Greek and English Lexi- 
con,' and several other learned and critical works. 

13.— SAINT HILARY, 

A pious Father of the Christian churchy a native, 
and afterwards bishop of Poictiers, where he died 
in the year 367. 

18. SAINT PRISCA. 

She was a Iloman virgin, and put to death by order 
of the Emperor Claudius, A.D. 47. 

* 1 8. — SAINT ANTHONY. 

Most of our readers have beard of St. Anthony 
and his pigs, and the way in which they were fed. 
In an order of the Police of the town of Bonneval (in 
France) of the 3d August 1581, made during ttie 
time of the plague, ^ It is commanded that no inha- 
bitant shall suffer his hogs to run about the streets, 
except when they are going to, or returning from the 
fields, and, at all other times, shall keep them shut up ; 
and it is permitted to every person, who shall find 
them wandering about the said town, except at the 
said hours, to kill the same, the two hogs which are 
kept by the Company of St. Anthony being always 
excepted out of the said order.' — For an account of 
some absurd, but amusing legends respecting St An- 
thony, still current in Portugal, see our last volume, 
pp. 7-10. . 
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20.-~SAINT FABIAN 

' Was the nineteenth Bishop of Rome. He wm# 
chosen to that office in the year 241, and, after beiag^ 
bishop thirteen years, suffered martyrdom in the De« 
cian persecution. 

21.— SAINT AGNES. 

This beantiful girl was beheaded at the eariy age 
of thirteen^ by order of Dioclesian. For an account 
of the superstitions on the Eve of St.* Agnes, see our 
former Tolumes. 

22. — SAINT VINCENT 

Sufiered martyrdom under the Dioclesiah persecu- 
tion, A.D. 304. 

25. CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL. 

This festival was not adopted in the ritual, of the. 
Church of England till the year 1G62.— Whoever 
wishes to become acquainted with the character of this 
aposUe, should. read Mrs. H. More's ' Essay on the 
Character and Practical Writings of St. Paul/ which, 
for depth of observation, practical instruction, and 
beauty of style, is, perhaps, superior to any other 
publication upon the subject. 

*25. 1827. REV. JOHN EVANS, LL.D. DtED ; 

Author of ' A Sketch of the Denominations of liie 
jCfaristian Religion,' of which more than 100,000 
copies have been circulated ; a * Sequel* to the slEtme; 
and of many other useful and interesting works emi- 
nently adapted to form the taste and improve the 
morals of youth. 

*27. 1567. — LADY CATHERINE HERTFORP PI£0» 

A heart stirring narrative of tbe untoward fortunes 
of the sister of Lady Jane Grey and her husband 
will be found in the Second Series of Mr. Ellin's Ori- 
ipinal Jjetters, (vol. ii, pp. 272-290.) The account 
«f her last moments, or the ^ manner of her departing' 
(as it is tenned in ttie Harleian MS.) is singularly 
affecting, and must excite universal sympathy* 
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*29. 1820. KING GEORGE III DIED^ JET, 81. 

In Mr. Ellis's prefatory remarks on his very in- 
teresting Series of Letters illustrative of the reign 
of Grcoi^e III, he justly observes, * In any retro- 
spect which future times may make, the reign of 
ueorge the Third will be found as instructive to the 
philosopher as the historian. In duration it extended 
to the full limit of an ordinary life ; in greatness of 
events it had no parallel in the ages which went im- 
mediately before it. It was marked by the loss of a 
yast empire upon the Western continent, and by the 
acquisition of sixty millions of subjects upon the 
Eastern side of the globe ; by the dawn of restora- 
tion to the Arts ; by the most important discoveries in 
every science ; by the greatest naval, and the greatest 
military glory. Nor must it be forgotten that George 
the Third released the Judges of the land from de- 
pendence upon himself. Some of the Letters,' con- 
tinues Mr. E. ^ will be found of no ordinary import. 
None are probably of higher interest than those which 
depict the conduct of the Sovereign himself amid 
trials. The integrity of his mind, his powers of per- 
suasion, the kindness of his heart, his decision, and 
his magnanimity, are every where apparent/ — See the 
Second Series o( Mr. Ellis's Original Letters, vol. iv. 
particularly pp.. 467-472. 

29. 1820 — KING GEORGE THE FOURTH's 
ACCESSION. 

30.— *KING CHARLES I, MARTYR. 

Among the Tracts relating to the Civil War which 
were given to the British Museum, by his late Majesty 
K. George III, in 1762, there are three which relate 
to the man who actually beheaded King Charles, and 
who after all, notwithstanding the various persons to 
whom this horrid deed was attributed, was^ most pro- 
bably, the common executioner. 

The first Tract is intitled * The Confession of Richard Brandon 
the hangman (upon bis death- bed) concerning^ bis beheading his 

B 
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lato Majesty. Printecl in ^e year of Hie famig^itiatt's downfall, 
1649/ The second is entitled ' The Last Will and Teatanent 
of Richard BVaildon/ printed in the same year. The third is 
' A Dialogue or Xlispnte between the late hangman' (the same 
f)erson) * and Death/ in verse, withont cUite. All three «re. in 
quarto. The foilowhig are the most importaat )>aragri^plis •of 
tbefirstTract:— . 

' The Confession of the Hangman concerning Mis beheading 
his late Majesty the King df Great Brittain (upon his Death- 
bed) f who ti^as buried On Thursday last, in White Outppell 
'Church'yardy'with thetntmner thereof 
* Upon Wednesday last (being the 20tfa of this instant J^ane, 
1649,) Richard Brandon, the late Exeoutioner and Hang-^man, 
who beheaded his late Maj(fsty, Kiiig bf Great Britain, departed 
this life; but during the liine ofhis sicknesse, bis'conscieoce was 
much troubled, and exceedingly perplexed in oliod, yet little 
shew of repentance for remi^ion of bis' sins und bypaat tmssgraa- 
sions^ which had so much power and influence upon him, that he 
scorned to live in them, and they in him. And dn tSUndav last, 
a ydilttg man of fats acqiiaintance going in to visit h«n, fell into 
disconrse, askbd him howhe did, and lAlietber be was not troubled 
in conscience fbr cdtting ofif the King's head. He replye^, yes ! 
by reason that (upon the time of his tryall, and at the denouncing 
of Sentence against him) he had taken a vow and protestation, 
wishing God to perish him body andsoul, if ever he appeared on 
the ScaiOfold to do the act or lift op his hand against him* He 
likewise confessed ilmtbe had thirty :pounds fbr his pains, afl^paid 
him in half-crowns within an hour after the blow was given; and 
that he had an Orange stuck full of Cloves, and a haudkircher 
out of the King's pocket, so soon as he was carryed off from the 
' Scaffold, for which Orange he was profferd twenty shillings by a 
gentleman in White-hall, but refused the iMiiiie; mnd afteiWwfe 
sold it for ten shillings in Rosemary Lane. About six of the 
clock at kiight, he returned hotne to his Wife living in Rosemary 
Lane, and gave her the money, saying, that it was the deerest 
money that ever he earn'd in his life, for it would cost him hia life. 
Which prophetical words were soon made manifest,Tor it appeared, 
that ever since he hath been inamostaadcondition^and npoli the 
A Imighties^rst scourging of him with the rod of sicknesse, andthe 
'friendly admonition of divers friends for ihe calling of him to re- 
^pentance, yet he persisted dn in his vieious vices, and wonid not 
>beai-ken'theretiiito,<butiay lUging and swearing, and still point- 
itigt^^t one thingor another, which he c<mceived to appem* 
. visible before him. 

' 'About three days before he dy*d he lay speechlesse, uttering 
many a sigh and heavy ^roan, and so tn a most desperate^manner 
depdrted^frbm his bed of sorrow. For the buriall whereof great 
store 6f Wines 'w«re sent in by theSheriffof the City of London, 
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and ft great multitude of people stood wayting to see his corpes 
carryedto the Cburch-yard, some crying out, '* Hang bim Rogue/' 
*' Bury bim in tbe Dungbtll f others pi^ssing upoa bim^ saying, 
tbey wcwid qnaMer bim for executing of \h& King: insomuch, 
that the Church-wardens and Masters of the Parish were fain to 
come for the suppressing of them, and (with great difficulty) he 
was at last carry (}d to White Cfaaf^eU Church-yard, ba^jng (as it 
is said) a bunch of Rosemary at each end of the coffin on the top 
thereof, with a rope tyed crosse from one end to the other. And 
a mevry eoBceited Cook living at the sign of the Crown, having a 
hhuck. Fan (worth, the vatoQ of thirty shiiUiMl^s) took a re^Qiii^a 
to reot the same in pieces,, and to every leather tied & piece of 
packrthread dy'd iu black ink, and gave them to divers persons, 
who. (ill derision) for a while, wore them in their hats/ 
' At page 7 of tbe Second Traot is an Account of Brapdon. He 
isL there, stated^ to faftTe been. ** twice, condanmed by the Law to 
be haviged ka having two Wivefi* aq^ by the mercy of tbe State 
pardoned, as a fit instrument of their new Reformation/ * He 
was tbe only son of Gregory Brandon, and claimed the Gallows 
by inherttance/' ' The first be bejieaded wafi the Eacl of Straf- 
ford/ Page 8. ' This Squire Brando^ wa^ by the bloody Junto 
fetched out of his be4 by ^. troop of Horse at their la,te inhuman 
butchery of their King; he making a show, ais if he had been uu- 
wilMog te do so vile and ungodly an act/ *• He said that His 
Majestic told Um when, he asked him Corgivenei^s, that he would 
not forgive any subject that came to murder him/ ' His carcass 
va^l cevfie4 by foa« of his gibbetteert tjO Ma.Fy-Mat.Vlj'elloA,^ With 
great jpy and hootlog of the People, who pAUed ujp all the nettles, 
and weeds instead of rosemary, with which they strewed the ways 
and decked the posts, and tied about their bog's and dog's neckis 
with hlaek pattngs of eloth, crying, '* Two of the rogiiea ane gone 
to the Devil, (imaiMyg iWislaw and Gregory) asid web(^e the. 
vest wiU foMow/' There U- one Tench, adrum-ni^kei: in Hounds- 
ditch, that provided ropes, pullies, and bookes (in c^se the King 
resisted) to cofnpell and force him down to the block. This rogue' 
is also haunted with»devil, |md consumes, away/ — EIHjf^s Origin 
nml Letters, Second Serie», vol. iii, pp. 341, S4,^^Note, 

For 301X16 remarkable extracts from the News- 
papers of tb0 day, £|,nd other curious pactticalars 
relative to this melancholy eveat, eonaull Mr. Ellis's 
Isitem, Tol. iii, p. 344-a^t 

31. 1820. KING GEORGE IV PROCLAIMED. 
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ASTRONOMICAL OCCURRENCES 



Astronomical ^ttnmntt& 

In JANUARY 1828. 

It is with no common feelings that we again meet 
our youthful friends in the delightful walks of science ; 
while such as have ranged with us through the immen- 
sity of the starry heavens, need scarcely be reminded 
that systems of insensible matter, whatever may be 
the exquisite order in which they are arranged, dis- 
play only the wisdom and the power of the Almighty 
Architect. As recipient beings, however^ we look 
for something more— for his goodness ; and here we 
have one of its brightest displays. 

Thus, trbile the mute creation downward bend 
Their sight, and to their earthly mother tend, 
Man looks aloft ; and, with erected eyes, 
Beholds his own hereditary skies* 

DRYDEN. 

Obliquity of the Ecliptic. 

Most of our readers are already aware, that by thid 
expression is meant the angle which the ecliptic 
makes with the equator, and that this angle is sub- 
ject to a small annual variation; for the nature of 
which we shall refer to our former volumes, and 
merely insert its magnitude for several epochs during 
the present year. 

January.. Ist, the true obliquity is^S^ W 84-7" 

April.... 1st 28 27 860 

July.... Ist 23 27 38*7 

October.. 1st 23 27 34*2 

December Slst 23 27 331 

The mean obliquity January 1st is 28 27 43*8 

The equation of the Equinoctial Points for the 
same epochs are, 

January.. Ist, the equation is + 9'&" 

April.... 1st + 8-2 

July.... Ist + 6-7 

October.. 1st +6-4 

DeeemberSlst + 8*8 
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Solar Phbnomena. 
The Sun enters Aquarius at 56 m. past 11 on the 
eveninf of the 20th of this month ; an4 be ri^es and 
sets on every fifth day of the same period as In the 
follo^^ing Table. It should be borne in rnindi, that 
these times are cdmputed for the meridian of the 
Royal Oliservatory ; and tiiat^ consequently^ a slight 
redaction will b^ neceissary to adapt them to other 
parts of the kingdom. This is made by converting 
the difference of longitude into time^ at the rate of 
15 degrees to an hour, and adding or subtracting 
it, as may be required. The time9 qf bis rising and 
setting for any of the intermediate days-must also be 
found by proportion, as already directed. 

TABLE 

O/the Suns Rmnff md Setting for averyjifth Pc^y/, 

JftUfu^ry 1st. I|il9 riseik ^m.9Lfifir^ 9etsMm.after 9 

Otil •^••.•«. SS ••^••. o •••• do • • p • • • o 

11th 57 7.... i 4 

«l»t ..,,,.,. 45 ..,.., 7 .... lb 4 

^th 37 7 p... 23 ...... 4 

81st SO ..../. 7 .... tl 4 

Equation of Time. 
What is indicated by this expression is the dif- 
ference of time as given by a correct sun-dial and a 
well-regulated clock. The obliquity of the ecliptic, 
and the unequal motion of the earth in this circle^ 
cause the Sun to be sometimes before and sometimes 
after mean timcj and therefor^ the Equation of Time 
is employed to correct the hour as indicated by the 
sun-dial, and find that which should be given by the 
clock. Thi3 fuj^i^hes que of the most easy and 
direct means of regulating that valuable instrument. 
Beferring to our former volumes for more particular 
information, pn this 3nbject> we shAll insert the equa- 
tion for every fifth day: that for the intermediate 
periods must be found by proportion, 

b"2 
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TABLB 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Tuesday, Jan. 1st, to the time by the dial add S 85 

Sunday 6th 5 53 

Friday 11th 8 I 

Wednesday.. 16th 9 54 

Monday ....Slst 11 30 

Saturday... «26th • 12 47 

Thursday.. ..Slst 13 43 

Lunar Phenomena. 
Phases qf the Moon. 

Full Moon ... 2d day, at 56 in. after 5 in the morning 

Last Quarter •. 10th ..... • 15 7 «• 

New Moon • • • . 17th ...... 24 .•....••••.. 

First Quarter. • 23d 45 8 in the evening 

Moon^s Passage over the Meridian. 
The passage of the Moon oyer the meridian forms 
one of the most easy and familiar of astronomical 
observations ; and we shall therefore point out some 
of the most conyenient times for these exercises, 
during the present month. These epochs likewise refer 
to the time at the Royal Observatory, but may easily 
be reduced to that of any other meridian by propor- 
tion, as already directed for the Equation of Time 
and other phenomena. 

TABLE 

Of the Moon's Passage over the first Meridian. 

January dth, at 57 m. after 4 in the morning^ 

10th «. 48 5 

11th .. 32 6 

12lh .. 25 7 

13th .. 21 8 

14ftn . . <cU ••*••• II ••..•...•••••. 

20th . . 10 3 in the afternoon 

2ist .. 4 

22d .. 48 4 

23d .. 36 ....r. 6 

24th .. 24 6 

25th .. 11 7 in the evening* 

26th .. 50 ...... 7 

27th .. 47 8 

sot il • . o4 •••••• !!•...•...•..••• 

29th .. 21 s 10 
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Time of High Water at London. 

The Moon being the chief agent in regulating the 
ebbing and flowing of the Tide^ we shall insert the 
time of high water at London Bridge, for both morn- 
ing and evening of every fifth day of the month, 
under the head of Lunar Observations. From this 
may also be readily deduced the time at various 
other places; and though local circumstances, as 
winds, &c. may have some slight influence in either 
accelerating or retarding the precise moment, th« 
times specified below will be sufficiently correct for 
general purposes* 

TABLE OF TIDES. 

Morning. Afternoon* 

Jamiary 1st, at 34 m. after 1 48 m. after 1 

6lb •• 19 4 .•.«.... 85 4 

11th .. 53 7 27 8 

16th .. 16 1 48 1 

Slst .. 57 ........ 4... 16 5 

86th •• 16 •.•••.••9 48 ••••••»• 9', 

Slst .. 81 1 64 .•••«••« 1 

If the time of high water be required for any inter- 
mediate day, it must be found by proportion, as in 
other instances. The epoch of the dame phenomenon 
may also be found for the following places, simply 
by addition and subtraction : vi2. 

% To the Time, as given foV London, add h, m« 

For Tinmouth HaTen, Hartlepool, and Amsterdam 80 

Brest, Rochelle, and Rochford ; 1 

8cilly, Cape Clear, and Leith * 1 45 

Mount's Bay, Edystone, and Falmouth 1 55 

Bridlington Pier, Humber, and Antwerp •.....•« 2 

Fowey, Looe, Plymoath, and Waterford 3 10 

Dartmouth, Harborough, Hall, and Sidmouth . . « 3 80 

Torbay, Teignmouth, and Cork 3 40 

Exmouth, Topsham, and Lyme 3 50 

Bridgewater, Texel, and Cherburgh , 4 . 5r 

Boston, Bristol, Lynn, and Weymouth 4 20 

Harfleur, and withoot the Vlie 6 40 

New York, New Loodon, QtOfgt Toirn, SaTannah. . . . 30 
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For the followiiig places, subtract^ viz. 

For Leigh, Maes, and Ooiirl«A^ Out .^.. ••.•,..... 15 

Gravesend, Rochester, and Ranunekins ..,.., \ ,0 

' ^Buoy of the Nore, Flashing, Cadie, and Yarmouth. ... I 20 

Portsmouth, Otteiuit SboeBeaooa, andRedsand 9 <Ck 

Calais, Dover, Harwich, Liverpo(4« and Spithead . ./• • 3 10 

Orfordness, Ounfleet, Shoreham, and Dieppe 4 

Brighton, Dunkirk, and Boulogne • 4 15 

Needles, Cowes, Yarmouth (Isle of Wight) 4 4Q< 

St. Helens, Havre-de-Gracc, and Dunoose «....• 5 80 

I'oole, Dublin, and Caen 5 45 

Though none of the tides this year will be so high- 
as on some former occasions, those on the 17th of * 
February and the 25th of September may be pror 
ductiye of damage on the coast, if assisted by favour- 
able winds. 

Phenomena PiiAnetarum. 

The beautifnl planet Venus will be an evening star 
till tbe27thof July, aiid then a morning star to the 
end o£ the year. Jupiter will be a morning star till 
the 89th of August, an evening star from that time 
till the 16th of November; abd then a morning star 
again to th^ end of the year. . 

Phases of Venus. 

• Our young readers will bear in miudj that tbj9 
phases of this beautiful planet, like those of U}^ 
Moon, are subject to change. This arises from her 
various positions and dlst&ces with respect to the 
£arth ttnd the Sun. Like other astronomical pheao- 
mena, however, they are subject to accurate compu- 
tations, which having already been expI|iiDed (see 
f . T. for 1819, p. 17), we shall merely insert the 
. results for each month ; while such of oor readers as 
^hoose may not t)nly verify these^ but find them for 
any otbis.r limes they plea^e^ 

• j.Tini.i.tr w» $IUuaiinated part a= 11*84518 
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Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 

HaTidg already iaaerted the most useful informa- 
tion on this sabject> we shall refer to T. T. for 1818^ 
rather than repeat it in this place. The following 
eclipses will be visible this month at the Royal Ob- 
seryatory, and are recorded in mean time answering 
to that place, and which, of coarse, will require a 
slight correction to adapt it to any other meridian. ' 

Immersions, 

First Satellite, llth.day, at 3 m. 32 s. after 5 in the morning 
18th 66 .. 68 6 

Second Satellites 10th.. 48 .. 49 4 

Form of Saturn's Ring. 
The apparent shape of this ring is subject to a 
slow variation. This induces us to insert the com- 
parative magnitude of the two axes for every third 
month. The method by which this is ascertained 
has been given at p. 62 of T.T. for 1819, to which 
our readers are referred. 

w „.,„,„ I, »( Transverse axis = TOOO 
January 1st | Conjugate axis = - 0-444 

Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets andStars\ 

January 10th, with a in Virgo, at U in the morniog 

15th ;. Jupiter 11 at night 

12th • • Mars 4 in the morning. 

Othsr Phenomena. 
Mars and Jupiter will be in conjunction at 4 in thei 
afternoon of the 4th of this month, at which time the 
former planet will be 3^ south of the latter. Saturn 
will be in opposition at half past 1 in the morning of 
the 8th; and Georgium Sidus will be in conjunction 
at? in the morning of the 19th. 



* We restrict these conjanctions to stars of the first four maj- 
Bitttdes. 
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Cj^ |laturalifi*'fl( Biar? 

For JANUARY 18«8. 

Dear Nature is tbe kindest mother still, 
Thoiij^ always chan^iiig, in her aspect mild ; 
From her bace lyosom tet me take my fill, 
Her never-weaned> though not her favoured child. 
Oh!' she is fairest in her features wild. 
Where nothing polished dares pollute her path : 
For me by day or night she e:per smiled, 
Though 1 have marked her when none other hath, 
And sought her more and more, and loved her best in wratli. 

Ckilde Harold. 

The solar year commeaees. in the yery depth of 
winter, and we open our record oC its various aspects 
under that of its unmitigated severity. , We spe^k 
now, as we intend to speak, generally. We ctescribe 
the season, not as it may be in this or another 
year, but as it is in the average. December maybe, 
we think, very justly styled the gloomiest, January 
the severest, and February the most cheerless raonm 
in the year. In December, the days become shorter 
and shorter: a dense ma^s ef vapour floats above us, 
wrapping the world in a constant and depressing 
gloom,, and 

Murky night sooxi fotiows, hazy noea. 

In January, this mantle of brumal sadness some- 
what dissipates, as if a new year had infused new 
hope and vigour into the earth ; Ugbt is not only more 
plentifully diffused, but we soon perceive its longer 
daily abode with us. In the words of tbe commoa 
adage,, hawever. 

As tie day lengthens, 
The cold strengthens. 

This is the month of abundiBtM snows, aiid ^ the. 
intensity of frost. Yet winter, even in its severest 
forms, brings so many scenes and circumstances with 
itt<^ interest the heart of the lover of nature w^ x>f 
his fellow-creatures, that it never ceases to be a fifub^ 



FOk JANUARY 1828. ^ 

ject of deKghtfieil observaflion; and, monotoHous as it 
is frequently called, the very variety of the "weather 
itRelf ptesents an almost endless source of novelty 
and beanty . There is, first, -what is called 

A Great STORM.-^Frost, keen, biting frost is in 
the ground; and in the air a bitter, scythe-edged, 
perforating wind from the north, or, what is worse, 
Yrom the north*east, sweeps the descending snow 
along, whirling it from the open fields, and driving 
it against wbatever opposes its coarse. People who 
are obliged to be passing to and fro muffle up their 
faces, and bow their heads to the blast. There is 
no loitering, no street-gossipping, no stopping to 
make recognition of each other ; they shuffle along, 
the most winterly objects of the scene, bearing on 
their fronts the tokens of the storm. Against every 
honse, rock, or bank, the snow-drift accumulates^ 
*it cirrls over the tops of walls and hedges in fantastic 
wildness, forming often the most perfect curves, re- 
sembling the scrolls of Ionic capitals, and showing 
'beneath them romantic caves and canopies. Hollow 
lanes, pits, and bogs, now become traps for the un- 
wary traveller, the snow filling them up, and the wind 
levelling all to one deceitful )[)lain. It is a dismal 
time for the traversers of wide and open heaths, and 
one of toil and danger to the shepherd in mountainous 
tracts. Tbere the snows fall in amazing quantities 
in the course of a few hours ; and, driven by the 
'powerful winds of those lofty regions, soon fill up 
the dells and glens to a vast depth, burying the flocks 
and houses too, in brief space, beyond idl hrope of 
recovery* In some winters, the sheep of extensive 
ranges of country, much cattle, and many of the tn» 
habitants, have perished beneath the snow-drifts. 
Hogg5 the Sttrick Shepherd, one of the most splendid 
specimens of the *peasant-poet, has given, in his 
'• Shepherd^s Calendar,' some exceedingly interest- 
ing details of such events, in which he was person- 
al^ concerned. 
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The delights of the social hearth on such evenings 
as these, when the wild winds are howling around 
our dwellings^ dashing the snow, or hail, or splashing 
rain against our windows, are a favourite theme with 
poets, essayists, and writers on the seasons* And, 
truly, it is an inspiring topic. All our ideas of com- 
fort, of domestic affection, of social and literary en- 
joyment, are combined in the picture which they 
draw of the winter's fire- side. When Cowper ex- 
claims> in the well-known passage commencing 

Now stir the fire, and close the sbotlers fiist, 

who does not feel his heart expand at the thoughts 
of his own beloved fire-side circle, and follow the 
poet with kindling sympathy through his ensuing 
apostrophe to winter, and his picture of evening en-< 
joyment ? Such is the 

British FiRB*siDfi! and we love to bear our 
writers speaking of its pleasures in strains of enthu- 
siasm. JSut we may expand the picture. We may 
add to the zest of its personal, and almost too selfish 
enjoyments, touches of generous and philanthropic 
sentiment, which will signally heighten its pleasures 
and enlarge its power of improving the heart. How 
delightful, whilst sitting in (he midst of our family or 
friendly group, in the actual possession of all these 
pleasures, not only to contemplate our own happi- 
ness, but to send our thoughts abroad over the whole 
land ! To think what thousands of families in this 
noble country are, at the same moment, thus bless* 
edly coUected round the social flame. What hearths 
are lit up with all the charms of kindred affection, 
of mature wisdom, and parental pride ; of youthful 
gladness, gaiety, and beauty. Here rural balls and 
city-homes, like stars, are shining in their own spheres, 
in unabated warmth and splendour, though hid be- 
neath the broad veil of wintry darkness ; — the lover's 
evening visit,— -song, wine, the wild tale told to the 
listening circle, — or the unfolded stores of polite 
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litemtiiTe, making each a little pwradifie*. lYieii to 
turn from tiie bright side of the picture to Hbe dark 
one; — ^to the 

Hots where poor mea lie» 

where the elegancies and ameirities of life are not 
casting thm* glow, 

Bat frosty winds btaw in tlie drift, 
Ben to the ebimla lug ; 

upon shiyering groups^ who have bat little fire or 
clothes to defend them from its bitterness; where 
no light laugh rings through the room ; no song is 
heard ; no romantic tale, or mirthful conversation^ 
circles among smiling faces and happy hearts ; but 
the father, 

III satisfied keen Nature's clamorous call. 

Stretched on his straw, himself lies down to sleep ; 

While through the rugged roof and chinky wall 

Ciull o'«r bis slumbers piles the drifty heap. BURKs. 

Where the mother sees not her rosy and laughing 
children snugly consigned to their warm^ soft beds, 
but contemplates', with a heart deadened by the mise--' 
ries of to-day, and the fears of to-morrow, a sad, 
little^ squalid crew around her, who, instead of plea- 

' TJie Approach of Winter ; — a Sonnet. 

[Written for Time's Telescope*] 
By Delta, qf Blackwood' » Magazine-. 

Autumn hath yielded ; hoary Winter now 
Rules like a despot on his throne of frost ; 
Verdure beneath the feathery snow is lost, 
And whitely rears the eliff its shaggy brow. 
Tis vesper-time ; and beautifully bright 
Eye's courier star is sparkling in the sky : 
Hover around the shadowy wings of night, 
And chilly breezes through the lattice sigh. 
Now let the hearth be warm, the taper clear, 
And mute Attention listening, while we hear. 
Of him, the Prince of Denmark and his sire ; 
Or her, whom Romeo madly did adore; 
Or of the apostate, Satan, evermore 
Condemned to agonize 'mid penal fire. 
C 
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sores and pftstimesy ksow only wants and evib ^iritich 
oppress both sonl and body ; where, peiluips, ili*' 
ness has superadded its aggravations to the piaios 
and languors of a porerty, which renders the indol- 
f encies cff a sick room the most hopeless of all 
things. These are the specnlations to etdiance our 
fireside pleasures, and to make those pleasures fniit- 
fal : linking our sympathies to the joys and sorrows 
of our kind, and arousing us to a course of active be- 
nevolence. 

To proceed, however, to the varieties of wintry 
weather. This month, more than all others, i^ows 
us the 

Continued Frost: — A frost that, day after day, 
and week after week, makes a steady abode with us, 
till the beaten roads become dusty as in summer. 
It every day penetrates deeper into the earth, and 
farther into our houses, almost verifying the common 
adage, ' January will freeze the pot upon the fire.' 
Our windows, in the morning, are covered with a fine 
opaque frost-work, resembling the leaves and branches 
ef forest trees. The water is frozen in the ewer; and 
the small birds are hopping with half-erected feathers 
upon our very door-sills, driven to seek relief from 
creation's tyrants by the still more pressing tyranny 
of cold and famine. The destruction of birds, and 
of all the smaller animals, in a continued frost, is 
immense ; particularly if it be accompanied with snow. 
— Snow is a general informer ; betraying the footsteps 
of every creature, great and small. The poacher and 
the game-keeper are equally on the alert while it lies 
freshly upon the ground, — the one to track game, the 
other, vermin ; and thousands of polecats, weasels, 
stoats, rats, otters, badgers, and similar depredators, 
are traced to their hiding-places, in old buildings, 
banks, and hollow trees, and marked for certain de- 
struction. The poacher, particularly on moonlight 
nights, makes great havock with game. Partridges, 
nestled do^vn in a heap on the stubbles^ are cQnspi- 
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cnottfi objects ; and bares, driven for food to gardenia 
and tnmip-fieldSy are destroyed by hundreds. Wood- 
pigeons are killed, in great numbers, in cabbage and 
tmrmp fields by day, and by moonlight are shot in the 
txees where they roost- Larks frequent stubbles in 
vastflocks, and are destroyed by gun, net, and other 
dericesv 

As if the feathered race did not suffer enough from 
famine and the severity of the weather, every body 
seems now up in arms against them. The law, with 
a spirit of humanity honourable to the nation, is 
opposed to destroying game in a snow, yet this is a 
time of peculiar enjoyment to the sportsman. Water«> 
fowls are driven from their secluded haunts, in meres 
and marshes, to open streams ; snipes and woodcocks 
to springs and small runnels, where they become 
accessible and easily found. In towns and villages, 
every mechanic and raw lad is seen marching forth 
widi his gun, ready to slay his portion of redwings^ 
fieldfares, &c., which now are driven to the hedge- 
frmti sind are become passive from cold and hunger. 
Let all good people who value their persons keep at 
a distance from suburban hedges ; for such sportsmen 
are sure to pop at evety bird which comes before them, 
be it sparrow, tomtit, or robin-redbreast, — ^nothing 
comes amiss, and they see nothing besides. In farmp* 
yards, trains of corn are laid, and scores of sparrows^ 
finches, &c. are slaughtered at a shot. Even the 
schoolboy is bent upon their destruction : his traps, 
made of four bricks and a few pegs, are to be seen 
under every rick, and in every garden ; and with a 
sieve, a stick, and a string drawn through a window 
or a key-hole, he stands ready to pounce upon his 
prey. Not even night, with its deepest shades, can 
protect the birds at this cruel time. They are startled 
from ttieir slumbers, in the sides of warm stacks, by a 
sieye or a net fixed upon a pole being placed before 
them. Those which roost in hedges and copses are 
aroused by beating the trees and bushes, at the ^ame 
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time that they are dazzled by the glare of a torch, 
and, flying instinctively towards the light, are knocked 
down and secured. This is called in some countias 
aird-moping; and, in this manner, are destroycMl 
great numbers of pheasants, thrushes, and black* 
birds; besides innumerable small birds. With all 
these enemies, and these various modes of destrucr 
tton, it is only surprising that the race is not totally 
extirpated. 

One of the pleasures of frosty weather will be 
found in walking. The clear and bracing air invir. 
goratestbe frame; exercise gives a delightful glowta 
the blood ; and the mind is held in pleasing attentioii: 
to the phenomena and features of die season* Every 
sound comes to the ear with a novel and snrprisangr 
distinctness ; — the low of cattle, the rattle of far-off 
wheels^ the hollow tread of approaching feet, and 
the merry voices of sliders^ and skaters, who are parr 
^uing their healthful amusement upon every sheet oi 
unn&ed ice. In towns, however, walking is none of 
the safest. From time immemorial, boys have used 
it, as a special privilege of theirs^ to make slides upon 
every causeway; maugre the abuse and menacing 
canes of old gentlemen, — and to the certain production 
of falls, bruises, and broken bones. Sometimes, too, 
rain, freezing as it falls, or a sudden thaw and as 
sadden a frost, covers the ground with a sheet of the 
most glassy ice. Solomon says there is a time for, 
all things, and this is the time to scatter ashes or saw* 
dust on the footpaths. 

: But of all the phenomena of winter, none equals 
IB beauty, the 

Hoar-Frost: — A dense haze sets in over-night 
which has vanished in the morning, and left a clear 
atmosphere, and a lofty arch of sky, of the deepest 
and most diaphanous blue, beaming above a scene of 
the most enchanting beauty. Every tree, bush, twig, 
and blade of grass, from the utmost nakedness, has.put 
on a pure and feathery garniture^ which appears the. 
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work pf enchantment, and has all the air and roman- 
tic novelty of fairy-land. Silence and purity are 
thrown over the earth as a mantle. The hedges are 
cIoQied in a snowy foliage^ thick as their summer 
aroiy. The woods are filled with a silent splen- 
dooT ; — ^the dark boles^ here and there contrasting 
strongly with the white and sparkling drapery of the 
boughs above^ among which the birds fiy^ scattering 
the rime around them in snowy showers. There is 
not a thicket but has acquired a sudden character of 
mysterious beauty. Every tuft of grass has assumed 
a momentary aspect of strange loyeliness ; and the 
mind is more affected by it from its suddenness of 
creation^ and the consciousness of its speedy depar- 
ture; for hoar-frosts and gipsies are said never to 
stay nine days in a place : the former, indeed, sel- 
dom continues three. 

S&ixiUt. — In Sijv Sonnets, 

' [By Delta, of Blackwood's Magazine.] 

NO. 1. — DAYBABAK. 

Slow clear away tlie misty shades of morn. 
As sings the redbreast on the window-sill : 
Fade the last stars ; the air is stern and still ; 
And, lo ! bright frost-work on the leafiess thorn ! 
Why, day-god, why so late ? the tardy heaven 
Brightens ; and, screaming downwards to the shore 
Of the waste sea, the dim-seen gulls pass, o'er, 
A scattered crowd, by natural impulse driven 
Home to their element. All yesternight 
From spongy, ragged clouds pt}ured down the rain, 
And in the wind-gusts on the window pane 
Rattled aloud :--but now the sky grows bright. 
Winter! since thou must govern us again, 
Oh, take not in fierce tyrannies delight 

NO. II. — SNOW-STORM. 

How gloom the clouds ! quite stifled is the ray. 
Which from the conquered sun would vainly shoot 
Throagh the blank storm ; and though the winds be mute, 
Iio ! down the whitening deluge finds its way. — 
Look up !— a thousand,' thousand fairy motes 
Come dancing downwards, onwards, sideways whirled, 
Like flocks of down, or apple-blossoms curled 
c2 
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By nipping winds. See hovr in ether floftts 

The iight-winged mass, — then, mantling o'er the field. 

Changes at once the landscape, chokes the rill, 

Hoaries with white the lately verdant hill, 

And silvers earth. All to thine inftaence jrield. 

Stem conqaeror of blithe autumn ; yearly still 

Of thee, the dr^d avatar is revealed. 

NO. III.— CLEAR FROST. 

Tis noon, the heaven is clear without a cloud ; 

And, on the masses of untrodden snow, 

The inefficient sunbeams glance and glow : 

Still is the mountain swathed in its white shroud. 

But look along the lake I— hark to the hum 

Of mingling crowds ! — in graceful curves how swings 

The air-peised skater — Mercury without wings ! 

Rings the wide ice a murmur never dumb ; 

While over all, in fits harmonious, come 

The dulcet tones which music landward flings. — 

There moves the ermined fair, with timid toe ; 

Half-paiiied. half-pleased: yes! all is joy and mirth, 

As if, though frost could subjugate mean earth, 

He bad no chains to bind the spirit's flow. 

NO. IV.— MOONLIGHT. 

Behold the mountain peaks how sharply lined 
Against the cloudless orient ! — while, serene, 
The silver moon, majestic as a qaeen. 
Walks mid thin stars, whose lustre has declined. 
There is no breath of wind abroad. The trees 
Sleep in their stilly leaflessness ; while, lost 
In the pale, sparkling labyrinths of frost. 
The wide world seems to slumber, and to freeze. 
'Tis like enchanted fairy-land ! — A chill 
Steals o*er the heart, as, gazing thus on night. 
Life from our lower world seems passed away : 
And, in the witchery 'of the fuint moonlight. 
Silence comes down to hold perpetual sway ;— 
So breathless is the scene — so hushed — ^so 'l^till ! 

NO. v.— VICISSITUDE. 

Oh ! sweetly beautiful it is to mark 
The virgin, vernal snow-drop ! lifting up- 
Meek as a nun — the whiteness of its cup, 
From earth's dead bosom, desolate and dark.*-^ 
Glorious is Summer ! with its rich array 
Of blossomed greenery, perfume-glowing bowers. 
Bine skies, and balmy airs, and fruits, and flowers, ^ 
Bright sunshine, singing birds, and endless day ! 
Nor glorious less brown Autumn's witchery, 
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Ab by her aoreate tree* Pomona nti, 

And Ceres, as she wanders, hears by fits 

The reapers* chant, beneath the mellowing sky ; 

But thy blasts. Winter, hymn a moral lay. 

And, mocking earth, bid man's thoughts point on high* 

NO, VI. — CONCLUSION. 

Alt things ronnd ns preach of death ; yet mirth 
Swells the vain heart, darts from the careless eye, 
As if we were created ne'er to die. 
And had our everlasting home on earth !— r 
All things around us preach of death ; the leaves 
Drop from the forest — perish the bright flowVs — 
Shortens the day's shorn sunlight, hours on hours — 
And o'er bleak, sterile fields the wild wind grieves.— 
Yes ! all things preach of death, — we are born to die z-r- 
We are but waves along life's ocean driven : 
Time is to us a brief probation given, 
To fit us for a dread eternity. 
Hear, ye that watch with faith's unslumbering eye^ ■ 
. £arth is our pilgrimage, our home is heaven ! 

We have already observed, that water-fowl are driven from the 
fnarshes to the open streams in this month ; the coot {Fuliea atra) 
is one of these emigrants. In Norfolk, it breeds on those large 
pteees of water called ' Broads,' and on some of them in com 
siderable numbers. In autumn and winter, these birds make their 
appearance on the rivers in vast flocks ; and upon an appointe<ii 
day, all the boats and guns are put in requisition, and a general 
attack is made upon them. On the banks of the Stour, the fowlers 
appioacfa them, while sitting upon the ooze, by concealing them* 
selves behind a screen made of bushes, which is placed upon a 
sledge, and driven before them. — On crossing the Stour (observe 
Messrs. Sheppard and Whitear) in the month of Januaiy, 1819, 
in a dead calm, we observed the coots floating upon the water in 
a semicircle. On our approach within about 300 yards, the whole 
body, amounting at the ' least calculation to several thousands, 
partly rose and flapped along the surface of the water, making a 
tremendous rushing noise. Had there been any wind, they would 
have risen into the air without difficulty ; but there being none, 
they could scarcely disentangle their feet. Foxes fi-eqnent the 
banks of the Stoor very early in the morning, to catch the 
wounded birds, who generally make to land, and of which there 
are sometimes great nmnbers. The larger kind of g^lls often 
attack and devour coets. W^e have observed the latter, on the 
approach of their enemy, rush together from all quarters, and form 
a close, round, compact body, appearing like bees in the act of 
swarming. The gull kept hovering over their heads, and fre- 
quently dashed within a yard or two of them* Whenever he 
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fiew to a distance; the coots dispersed, and again at his retarn 
flocked toffetber ; and this scene continued for more than half 
an hour. The coot is soon reconciled to conflnement, and becomes 
domestic. — Linn, Trans, yoI. xv, Part I, pp« 48-50. 

In this most fierce and inhospitable of all monUis, 
besides the beautiful features we have noticed, we are, 
ever and anon, presented with momentary smiles and 
isolated instances of vegetable life, which come, as 
it were, to keep the heart from withering, amidst the 
despondency of this season of deadness. The Hel- 
leborus niger, or Christmas rose, expands its hand- 
some, white chalices, undaunted by the sharpest 
frosts, and blooms amidst overwhelming wreaths of 
snow, long before that poetical and popular favour- 
ite the snowdrop dares emerge from its shrouding 
earth. The rosemary also blooms this month, — a 
plant alike esteemed and employed by our ancestors 
in festive and funereal ceremonies. . The .old choi;us 
with which the boarVhead, garnished with rosemary^ 
was introduced, has been rendered familiar to . .all 
ears by the pleasant pen of Geoffrey Crayon ; and 
its use, in the decoration of coffins, has derived a 
melancholy interest from that of H.; K*. ;W'hite\— ' 
Mr. fiowring, in his * Specimens of the Polish Poc&,' 
has the following beautiful poem on the subject of 
the ' Rosemary :' 

The Rosemary Wreath. 
It is not gold that I entreat, 
I would not have ihy riches, sweet ! 
I supplicate no gems from thee, 
I want no riugs of brilliancy ; 
But give me, give me, lovely maid ! 
The rosemary wreath that crowns tby head. 
When thou didst plant those flowVets, thoa 
Didst pledge the wreath to bind my brow ; 
The wreath is woven, now convey 
The wreath to me as thou didst say: 
Come, give me, give me, lovely maid ! 
The rosemary wreath that crowns thy head. 



1 See T.T. for 1814, p. «8. note. 
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It will not* cMiiiot make tbee poor | 
Bat, loYoly maid ! TU give tbee more 
Than its most precioas price ;— ril buy 
The bargain, thoagfa thoa prize itiiigh. 
Bat give me» give me, lovely maid ! 
The rosemary wreath that crowns tiiy head. 

They cost thee nought, those simple flowers; 

Some maids mast give, with garlands, dowers : 

Yet I will give a dower to thee. 

And take the wreath, so give it me ; — 

Yes, give me, give me, lovely maid ! 

The rosemary wreath that crowns thy head. 

If not for love, nor friendship's sake 

A pt-eferd of the wreath thou'lt make, 

1*11 yiW thee for thy garland now 

The Turkish turban on my brow. 

So give me, give me, lovely maid! 

The roisemary wreath that crowns thy head. 

Twill fade ere long, the summer sky 
Win blast its bloom — its flowers will die: 
Though suns be cool, and winds should sleep, 
Soon autumn's chill will o'er it creep. 
Come, g^ve me, give me, lovely maid ! 
The rosemary wreath that crowns thy head. 

Thou wilt. not stain thy virtue, maid!. 

No shame thy footsteps shall invade, 

Though thou didst wear a wreath of truth. 

And gav'st it to a faithful youth. 

So give me, give me, lovely maid ! 

The rosemary wreath that crowns th^' head. 

O is it not a praise, a bliss, 

Por such a trifling gift as this — 

A few frail flowers that soon must die, 

To find a friend —eternally ! 

Then give me, give me, lovely maid I 

The rosemary wreath that crowns thy head. 

In the cheerless months of winter, when bur fields 
arc no longer attractive, and present to the eye only 
the melancholy aspect of decayed nature, tibe sea- 
shore offers to the botanist a rich field for contempla- 
tion. At all seasons, the nea-girt rocks are luxu* 
riantly mantled with sea-weeds, and overy^storm scat- 
ters upon the beach some new object of his admira- 
tion.— See our last vol., p. 81, for an interesting ar- 
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tide on the Alga, or sea-weeds^ by Mr. Andrew 
Kerr Young, of Paisley, forming the first of a se- 
ries of papers on Scotian Botany, for every month 
in the year. Consolt also Drummond's First Steps 
to Botany, second edition. 

Mild, and even snnny days, sometimes break the 
sullen monotony of Janaary, which the country 
people look upon less with a pleased, than a fore- 
boding eye, — denominating them weather-breeders. 
Whilst they are present, however, whatever conse- 
quences they may be chargeable, with, they are ex- 
tremely grateful. Gnats will even be seen to issue 
from their secret dormitories, to dance in the long- 
withheld rays of the sun. We have seen the leaves 
of the primrose shooting up vigorously beneath warm 
hedges at such times; and moles, feeling the ground 
released from its frosty bondage, begin to burrow 
and throw up their heaps of fresh and crumbling 
mould. Earth-worms also may be sometimes ob- 
served, 

77i€ Worm. 

[from the German of Overbeck.] 

Thoa tiny worm, that scarce can hold 
Thy feet upon the frozen mould, 
How void of heat, how dark and dead 
Are all the fieldii around thee spread ! 
No balmy drops of summer dew 
Thy mother's bosom now renew ; 
How rudely blows the bitter storm 
That freezes thee, thou hapless worm ! 

And more than that, the frost hath rent 
The twig o'er yonder cottage bent, 
Where thou would'st oft thy travels cease, 
And rest, with all the world at peace. 
Upon thy now deserted bed 
Thou stretchest forth thy feeble head; 
To spare thy life thy only prayer, 
While now thy litUe ail they share. 
And long before the morning red. 
Poor hapless wormling, thou art dead ! 
The gracious God, that passes none, 
He only knows where thou art gone. 
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For ever die I for wlieii ut rest 

No after-storms distract tby breast ; 
No bitter winds, iostinct wttb hail, 
Tfaj lonely dwelfing can assail. 

But HE who gave thee being^s bliss, 
Can well secure far more tlmii this ; 
The bosom that thy life sustains 
Still room enough for thee contains. 
Like thee we all depart away. 
Each to his lair at close of day ; 
The gracious God, who passes none. 
He only knows where we are gone. 

The wise departs with willing mind, 
^nd care and sorrow leaves behind : 
For HE who placed us here below. 
No poorer by bis gifts can grow. 
The seed must perish ere It bloom — 

Why should I dread to meet my death ? 
Rejoice ! rejoice ! beyond the tomb. 

Day follows on this fleeting breath"! 



FEBRUARY received its name from the word Fc- 
brua, because the expiatory sacrifices so called took 
place in this month. The sign for Febraarjris Pisces. 

Jn FEBRUARY 1828. 
2. — PURIFICATION OF THE VIRGIN MARY, 

Or, Candlemas Day. See our former Volumes. 

3. — SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

The words Septuagesima, Sexagesimal and Qain« 
quagesima (seventieth, sixtieth, and fiftieth), were 

' See a pleasing little Tolume, lately pablithed, entitled * Stray 
IjetTes, inclvding Translations from the Lyric poets of Geranany/ 
We recoBimend our readers to collect tbese Hraf leavtw^ and place 
them in their poetical horiut siccus ; they are worth tbo troable, and 
the cost is too trifling to be mentioned. 
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first applied to. denote diese three Sundays, ivh^i the 
season of Lent was extended to a fast of six weeks, 
that is, diirty-dix days, not reckoning the Sundays^ 
which were always celebrated as festivals^ 

Hymn for thit Day. 

[By Bishop Heber.] 

When through the torn sail the wild tempest is streaming. 
When o'er the dark wave the red lightning is gleaming. 
Nor hope lends a ray the poor seaman to cherish. 
We fly to our Miikei>— * Help, Lord ! or we perish !' 

Oh Jesus ! once tossed on the breast of the billow, 
Aroused by the shriek of despair from thy pillow. 
Now, seated in glory, tlie mariner cherish. 
Who cries in his danger — ' Help, Lord ! or we perish t* 

And oh, when the whirlwind of passion is raging, - 
When bell in our heart his wild warfare is waging, 
Arise in thy strength thy redeemed to cherish. 
Rebuke the ilestroyer— * Help, Lord! or we perish T 

3. SAINT BLASE^ 

Bishop of Sebasta, in Cappadocia, and beheaded 
in the year 289 : he is the patron saint of the wool- 
combers. 

6. — SAINT AGATHA. 

She was a native of Sicily, and martyred by order 
o/ Qointianus, A.D. 251. 

*6. 1684. — KING CHARLES II DIED. 

Of the illntss which immediately preceded the death 
of Charles the Second, a very full and cnrions detail, 
in Latin, is preserved in the Library of the Society of 
Antiquaries, together with copies of the prescript 
tions administered (two of them signed by no fevirer 
than fourteen physicians), and an account of the ap« 
pearances of his Majesty's body when opened; tte 
whole completely removing the suspicion that the 

king was taken off by poison. — See this account in 

-■■■—••- 

^ * Hymns written and adapted to the weekly Charch Servioe of 
the Year^ by the Right ReTerend Reginald Heber, D.D., late Lord 
Bishop of Oalcotta ;* a Tolnme of beautifal derotional poetry, wbieh 
should be iu the possession of every fisBily in the kingdonu . 
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Mr.- Ellis's Letters, Sectmd Series, vol. it, pp. 74-76. 
Charles II. received the rites of the Romish chnrch 
the day before his death, and Father Hudleston's ac- 
count of the death-bed scene of the king is full of in- 
terest: but for this also, and other particulars, we 
must refer our readers to Mr. Ellis's fourth volume, 
pp. 76-80. 

♦8. 1686. MARY aUEEN OF SCOTS BEHEADED. 

The following is the identical narrative of the exe- 
cutjion of the Queen of Scots, which was forwarded 
from Fotheringay to the Court: various accounts 
have been dressed up from this document by several 
writers ; but it is here given accurate and entire, and, 
though long, we are sure it will be acceptable to our 
readers. 

First, the said Sc. Q. being caryed by two of Sir Amias Paa- 
letts gentlemen, and the Sherife going before her, cam most wil- 
lingly oat of her chamber into an entery next the Hall, at which 
place the Earle of Shrewsbury and the Earle of Kentc, commis* 
sioneis for the exccucion, with the two gouvemors of her person, 
and divers knightes and gentlemen did meete her, where they 
foand one of the Sc. Q. servauntes, named Melvin, kneeling on 
his knees, who ottered these wordes with teares to the Q. of Sc. 
his mistris, ' Madam it wilbe the sorowfullest messuage that 
ever I caryed, when I shall report that my Queene and deare 
Mistris is dead/ Then the Qu. of Sc. shedding teares, aunswered 
him, * You ought to rejoyce rather then weepe for that the end 
of Mary Stewards troubles is now come. Thou knowest McItiq 
that aft this world is but vanity, and full of troubles and sorowes; 
cary this, mesuage from me and tell my frendes that I die a true 
woman to my reugion, and like a true Scottish woman, and a true 
French woman. But God forgive them that have long desired my 
ende ; and he that is the true Judge of all secret thoughtes know* 
eth my mynde, how that ever it hath been my desire to have 
Scc^lande amd Englande united together. Comend me to my 
Sonne, and tell him that I have not donn any thinge that may 
prejudice his Kingdom of Scotland; and so, good MelviUi fare- 
well f and kissing him, she badd him pray for her'. 

s The Earl of Kent and Mr. Beale relate this scene a Uttle dif« 
fereotly : they say,' *^ At the stay re foot she pawsed to speake to Mel* 
vile in our hearinge, which was to this effecte : * Mel vile, as thou hast 
byn an honest servannt uuto me, so 1 pray thee to contynoe to my 
Sonne, and commend me unto Mm. I have nott impugned his ReU* 

D 
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Then she tarned her to the Lordes and told them that she bfed 
certayne requestes to make unto them* One was for a sum of 
mony, which she said Sir Amias Paulett knewe of, to be paide to 
one Curie her servannte; next, that all her poore servauntes 
might enjoy that qaietly which by her Will and Testamente she 
had giTen unto them ; and lastly that they might be all well in- 
treated, and sent home safely and honestly into their contryeii. 
* And this I doe conjure you, my Lordes, to doe/ 

Aunswere was made by Sir Amias Paulett, * I doe well remem- 
ber the mony your Grace speaketh of, and your Grace neede not 
to make any doubte of the not performaunce of ycur requestes,- for 
I doe surely thincke they shalbe graunted/ 

* I have/ said she, * one other request to make unto yon, my 
Lordes, that yon will suffer my poore servauntes to be present 
about me at my death, that they may reporte when they come Into 
their countryes how I dyed a true woman to my religion/ 

Then the EarleofKentc, one of the commissioners, aunswered, 
' Madam it cannot welbe graunted, for that it is feared least some 
of them wold with speeches both trouble and greive yonr Grace 
and disquiett the company, of which we have had allready some 
experience, or seeke to wipe their napkins iu some of your bloods, 
which were not convenient.' * My Lord,' said the Q. of Sc. * I will 
give my word and promise for them that they shall not doe any 
such thinge as your Lordship hath named. Alas ! poor sowles, yt 
wold doe them good to bidd me farewell. And I hope your Mis- 
tres, being a mayden Queene, in regard of womanhood, will suffer 
me to have some of my owne people abonte me at my death* 
And I know she hath not given you so straight a commission but 
that you may graunt me more then this, if I were a farr meaner 
woman then I am.* And then (seeming to be greeVed) with some 
teares uttered thes wordes ; *■ You know that I am cosin to your 
Queene, and discended from the bloode of Henry the Seventh, a 
maryed Queene of Fraunce, and the anoynted Queene of Scot- 
lande.' 

Whereupon, after some consnltacion, they graunted that she 
might have some of her servauntes accordinge to her Grace's re- 
gion nor the Religion of others, butt wyshe him wele. And as I for- 
give all that have offended me in Scottland, so I wonld he should 
allso, and beseache God that he would send him his hollye^pirytt and 
yllumynate him.. Melvill's aunswere was that he would so doe, and at 
that instant he would beseache God to assist him with his spirytt. 
Then shee demaunded to speake with her Priest which was denyed 
unto her, the rather for that she came with a superstityous payre of 
•beades and a crucifix. She then desired to have her women to helpe bar, 
and uppon her earnest request, and sayinge that when other Gentle- 
women were executed shee had redd in Cronycles that they bad wo- 
men allowed unto them, yt was permytted that shee should have twoe 
namad by her selfe, which were M"*. Curie, and Kenaedie,* 



IN FEBRUARY 1828. ' 39^ 

«^est, and therefore desired her to make choice of balfc a dosen 
of her meti and women: Who presently said, that of her men she 
wold faaye Melvin, her puticary, her surgeon, and one other ofd 
man beside ; and of her women, those two that did use to lye in 
her eliamber. 

After this She, being supported by Sir Amias two gentlemen 
aforesaid, and Melvin carying up her trayne, and also ac<:ompa* 
nied liiith the Lordes, Knightes, and Gentlemen aforenamed, the 
Sherife going before her, she passed out of the entery into the 
great Hall» with her countenance carelesse, importing thereby 
rather mirth then mournfull cheare, and so she willingly stepped 
up to the scaffold which was prepared for her in the Hall,. being 
two foote high and twelve foote broade, with rayles round aboute, 
haDged and couvered with blacke, with a lowe stoole, long 
ousbion, and blocke, couvered with blacke also. Then, having 
the stoole brought her, she satt her downe ; by her, on the right 
hand, satt the Erie of Shrewsbury and the Erie of Kent, and on 
the left hand stoode the Sherife, and before her the two execu* 
tioBers ; round about the rayles stood Knightes, Gentlemen, and 
others. 

Then, silence being made, the Queenes Majesties Commission 
for the execution of the Queen of Scots was openly redd by Mr* 
Beale clarke of the Counsell ; and thes wordes pronounced by 
the Assembly, ' God save the Queene.' During the reading of 
which Commission the Q. of Sc. was silent, listening unto it with 
as small regarde as if it had not concerned her at all; and with as 
cheerfull a countenaunce as if it had been a Pardon from her Ma- 
jestic for her life ; using asuiuch straungenes in worde and deede 
as if she had never knowne any of the Assembly, or had been ig^ 
norant of the English language. 

. Then on [one] Doctor Fletcher, dean of Peterborowe, standing 
directly before her, without the rayle, bending his body with great 
reverence, began to utter this exhortacion following : ^ Madame 
the Q. most excellent Ma^^^. &c.' and iterating theis wordes three 
or fowre tymes, she told him, * Mr. Dean, 1 am settled in the 
auBcient Catholique Romayne religion, and mynd to spend my 
bloode in defence of it.' Then Mr. Dean said, * Madame, chaung 
yoor opinion and repent you of your former wickednes, and settle 
your faitb onely in Jesus Christ, by him to be saved.' Then she 
aunswered agayne and againe, *Mr. Deane, trouble notyourselfe 
any more, for I am settled and resolved in this my religion, and 
am purposed therein to die.' Then tiie Earle of Shrewsbury and 
the Earl of Kente, perceavinge her so obstinate, tolde her that, 
sitbence she wold not heere the exhortacion begonn by Mr. Dean, 
^ We will pray for your Grace, that it stande with Gods will you. 
may have your harte lightened, even at the last howre, with the 
true knowledge of God, and so die therein.' Then she aunswer*pi 
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ed, ' If yoa will pray for me, my Lordes, I will tbanke yoa ; but 
to joyne in prayer with you I will not, for that yoa and I are not 
of one religion.' 

Then the Lordes called for Mr. Dean, who kneeling on tbe 
skaifold staires, began this Prayer, * O most gracious God and . 
merciful Father, &c/ ail the Assen^ly, saving the Queen of Scots 
and her servanntes, saying after him. During the saying of whiclt 
prayer, the Qaeen of Scots, sitting upon a stoole, having about her. 
necke an Agnus Dei, in her hand a crucifix, at her girdle a pair 
o( beades with a golden crosse at the end of them, a Latin booke 
in her hand, began with teares and with loud and fast voice to 
pray in Latin ; and in the middest c^ her prayers she sltded oflT 
from her stoole, and kneeling, said divers Latin prayers: and 
after the end of Mr. Deans prayer, she kneelinge, prayed in Eng^- 
lishe to this effecte : ' for Christ his afflicted Church, and for an 
end of their troubles ; for her sonne ; and for the Queen's Ma* 
jestie, that she might prosper and serve God aright.' She confess* 
ed that she hoped to be saved ' by and in the bloode of Christ, at 
the foote of whose Crucifix she wold shedd her bloodo.' Thea 
said the Earle of Kent, < Madam settle Christ Jesus in your barte, . 
and leave those tromperyes.' Then she little regarding, or no- 
thing at all, his H. good connsell, went forward with her prayers, 
desiring ' that God wold averte his wrath from this Ilande, and 
that be wold give her griefe, and forgivenes for her sinnes/ 
These, with other prayers she made in English, saying she forgare 
her enemyes with all her harte that had longe sought her bloode« 
and desired God to converte them to the truthe ; and in the end 
of the Prayer she desired all Saintes to make intercession for her 
to Jesus Christ, and so kissing the crucifix, and crossing of her 
also, said these wordes, ' Even as thy armes, O Jesus, was spredd 
here upon the Crosse, so receive me into thy armes of mercy, and 
forgive me all my sinnes/ 

Her prayer being ended, the Executioners, kneeling, desired 
her Grace to forgive them her death : who aunswered, ' I forgive 
you with all my harte, for now, I hope, you shall make an end of 
all my troubles.' Then they, with her two women, helping of her 
up, began to disrobe her of her apparell ; then. She, laying her 
crucifix upon the stoole, one of the executioners tooke from her 
necke the Agnus Dei, which she, laying handes of it, gave it to 
one of her women, and told the executioner that he shoid be 
aunswered mony for it. Then she suffered them, with her two 
women, to disrobe her of her chayne of pomander beades and all 
other her apparell most willingly, and, with joy rather then sor- 
rowe, helped to make unready her seife, putting on a pair of 
sleeves with her owne handes which they had pulled off, and that 
with some hast, as if she had longed to be gonn. All this tyme 
they were pulling off her apparell, she never chaunged her coun- 
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e, bat with smiling cheen ihe attered tlMs «w4a» * tbat 
the never had rach giDones to make her iinready, aad that ihe 
never put off her clothes before mch ft oompaiiy.' Then She, beiaf^ 
stripped of ftll her ftppftrell sftvii^ her petioote ftiid kirtle, her two 
women behoMiBg her made great hunentacion, aad cfTiag and 
croe&ing themselves pmjed in Latin ; She, tinning bca-selfe to 
them, imbrasinge them, said thes wordes in French, * Ne erU 
voKs, j'«jf pnmiepawr vomt/ and so crossing and kissing them, bad 
them praj for her and rejoyce and not weepe, for that now thej 
ihontd see an ende of all their Mistris troubles. Then She, with 
a smiling coontenannce, taming to her men servaantes, as Melvin 
and the rest, standing upon a bench nigh the Scaffold, who some* 
tyme weeping sometymc crying oatalowde, and continoally cross- 
ing themselves, prayed in Lstin, crossing them with her hand bad 
them forewell; and wishing them to pray for her even untill the 
last howre. 

This donn, one of the women having ft Corpas Christi cloth 
lapped np threeHSomcr-wayes, kissing it, put it over the Q. of Sc 
face, and pinned it fast to the caule of her bead. Then the two 
women departed from her, and sbe kneeling downe upon the 
ensshion most resolutely, and without any token or feare of death, 
she spake alowde this Psalme in Latin, * In teDomine canfido, non 
eojtfvndar in tttmam^* &c. Then, groping for the blocke, she 
layed downe her head, patting her cbynne over the blocke with 
both her handes, which, holding there still, bad been cott of had 
they not been espied. Then lying upon the blocke most quietly, 
and stretching out her armes cryed * In nuotitf tua$, Domine* &c. 
three or fowre tymes. Then She, lying verjf still on the blocke» 
one of the executioners holding of her slitely with one of bis 
handes, she endured two strokes of the other executioner with an 
axe, she making very smale noyse or none at all, and not stirring 
any parte of ber from the place where she lay ; and so the execu- 
tioner cot off her head, saving one litle grisle, which being cutt 
asaunder, he lift up her head to the view of all the Assembly, and 
bad * God save the QueeneJ Then, her dressing of lawne fsUling 
off from her head, it appeared as grey as one of threescore and 
tenn yeaies old» polled very sborte, ber face in a moment being 
so much altered from the forme she had when she was alive, as 
few could remember ber by ber dead face. Her lippes stirred up 
and downe a quarter of an bower after her head was cot off. 

Then^ Mr. Dean said with a lowde voice, * So perish all the 
Queeoe's Enemies;* and afterward^ the Earle of Kente came to 
the dead body, and standing over it| with a lowde voice said, 
' Such end of all the Queenes and the Uospells enemies.* 

Then one of the Executioners palling off ber garters, espied her 
litle dogg which was crept under her clothes, which could not be 
gotten forth but by force, yet afterward wold not departe from 
the dead corpse, but came and lay betweene her head and her 

D 2 
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fiboiildefB, wbich being imbrued with her bloode, was carycd away 
aod washed, as all thinges ells were that had any bloode was 
either burned or clean washed' : and the Executioners sent away 
with monj for their fees, not havinge any one thing that belonged 
unto her. And so, every man being comaunded out of the Hall» 
except the Sherife and his men, she was caryed by them up into a 
great chamber lying ready for the sui^eons to imbalme her, — 
Ellis's Original Letters, Sec^d Series^ vol. iii, pp. 113-118. 

10. — SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. See SEPTUAGESIMA, 

p. 35. 

*10. 1827. — ^W. MITFORD DIED, .SET. 83; 

Professor of Ancient History to the Royal Aca- 
demy ; author of the History of Oreece ; an Essay on 
the Harmony of Language; Observations on the His- 
tory of Christianity, &c. &c. 

14. — SAINT VALENTINE. 

Valentine was an ancient presbyter of the church : 
after a year's imprisonment at Rome, he was beaten 
with clubs, and then beheaded, in the Via Flaminia, 
about the year 270, under Claudius II. The modem 
celebration of this day is well known : consult our 
former volumes, particularly T. T. for 1823, pp. 41- 
48, where some * elegant Valentines' are given. See 
also T. T. for 1826, p. 39, for a variety of curious in- 
formation relative to this day. 

A Valentine. 

[By Elizabeth Trefusls.] 
When to Love's influence woman yields. 
She loves for life ! and daily feels 
Progressive tenderness ! — each hour 
Confirms, extends, the tyrant's power I 
Her lover is her god ! her fate ! — 
Vain pleasures, riches, worldly state, 
Are trifles all ! — each sacrifice 
Becomes a dear and valued prize. 
If made for him, >B'en though he ^oves 
Forgetful of theH* former loves. 

( The Narrative in the CottoDian MS. Jul. F. vi. says, ' The 
hloodye clothe, the blocke, and whatsoever was else bludye, was burnt 
ill the chimney fier.* 
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17. — auiNftUAGEsiMA stwDAY. See 

SEPTUAGESIMA^ p. 35. 

Sir Walter Scott has written a beautiful hymn for 
this day; it is inserted in 6p. Heber's Collection, al- 
ready noticed, and we introduce it here as a speci- 
men of the varied powers of this great poet and fas- 
cinating writer. 

The day of wrath ! that dreadful day, 
When heaY'n and earth shall pass away, 
What powV shall be the sinner's stay ? 
Whom shall he trust that dreadful day? 

When, shriv'Ilin^ like a parched scroll, 
The iaming heav'ns together roll ; 
When, louder yet, and yet more dread. 
Swells the high trump that wakes the dead ; 

Oh, on that day, that wrathful day, 
When man to judgment wakes from day, 
Be Thou, oh Christ ! the sinner's stay, 
Though heaven and earth shall pass away ! 

♦17. 1827. — M. PESTALOZZI DIED ; 

Inventor of the plan of * Interrogative Education' 
since known throughout Europe by his name^ and 
author of many works on this important subject. 
Though of patrician birth^ M. Pestalozzi devoted him* 
self^ at an early period of life^ to the serviee of the 
humbler classes. Benevolence was the prevailing 
feature in the character of this excellent man. It 
burned in him with the intensity of a passion^ and 
needed, sometimes, the sober restraints of judgment. 
It was as discernible in the affectionate simplicity of 
his ordinary manners, as in the persevering exertions, 
and disinterested sacrifices, which marked his long 
life of trial and suffering. His genius was original^ 
profound, and fertile; rising superior to the most 
overwhelming difficulties, but too frequently negligent 
of ordinary resources. The style of his writings is 
Vigorous, pathetic, and piquant, but unpolished and 
irregular; in his philosophical works, it is heavy^ in^. 
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volved, and obscure. His conyersation was particu- 
larly animated, playful, and entertaining ; abounding' 
in unexpected turns of thought, with an occasional te* 
licity of expression that made an indelible impression 
on the hearer's mind. 

An interesting Memoir of Pestalozzi will be found 
in a work lately published, entitled * Letters on Early- 
Education, addressed to J. P. Greaves, Esq. Sy 
Pestalozzi/ 

19. SHROVE TUESDAY. 

For various particulars of this day, the reader is 
referred to the fourteen previous volumes of Timers 
Telescope, particularly T.T. for 1827, pp. 87-40. 

In Catholic coantries, where the Ckmival is celebrated, this is 
the last day of that festival ; — a period of dinners, balls, masque- 
rades, and popular indulgence : on the nights of the Carnival, a 
genend confusion takes place; masters are dressed as servants, 
valets as masters, the military as mechanics, and workmen as 
soldiers; every one puts on a strange dress, and plays the in- 
cognito under the favour of a mask : but the populace engross 
the remainder of the f^te, by carrying through the streets an 
image called the Cmtiival or Shrove Tuesday ; and, feigning grief 
and uttering piercing cries, they throw it into the river. 

We borrow, says Pasquier, many things from the Pagans ; as, 
instead of the ancient Bacchanalia we have introduced the Car^ 
nivalf full of insolence and bad examples. The Bacchanalia were 
festivals which the Greeks boiTowcd from the Egyptians, and 
were celebrated in honour of Bacchus, whom they believed to 
be the same with Osiris: one of the most essential parts of this 
festival, was to appear covered with the skins of he-goats, tigers^ 
and other animals ; they smeared their faces with blood or wine- 
lees ; and the whole became a sort of masquerade, full of mad 
tricks and the greatest follies. Instead of wearing the skin of 
a he-goat, some considered it better to clothe themselves in those 
of the she-goat or tiger, muffling up the hea!d with stags'-horas, 
and covering the face with the bark of trees, in order to imitate 
the flat nose and the pointed ears of the kid and the he-goat ; 
without neglecting other appropriate ornaments. A fine, hand- 
some, weU-fed youth was selected to personate Bacchtts, who was 
placed in a car ; and to give an air of the marvellous to the scene, 
the pretended tigers drew the car, while tha he«goats and the kids 
gambolled about them, under the form of satyrs and fawns. Those 
who followed and accompanied the car were called Bacchants 
aad Bacchantes, that is, male and female mourners. Last of all. 
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appeared ao old man, represeDtiog Silemu^ ridiDg on an a«8, and 
distributiog his jokes and his gibes among the sorrounding popu- 
lace. The GaoJs worshipped the Sun under the names of Taranis, 
Belenos, and Mithra : those who were initiated into the mysteries 
of Mithra were divided into several companies, each of which 
had one of the celestial constellations for aa emblem; and the 
members celebrated their festivals in processions and entertain- 
ments, disguised like lions, rams, bears or dogs, as signs of the 
diflferent constellations. Thus the bails and masquerades of the 
French may, perhaps, derive their origin from these religious ce- 
remonies of their ancestors. 

At La Tombcy a small village in France, the last day of the Car^ 
nrotd is devoted to various gay ceremonies and amusements. If 
it so happen that, during the course of the year, a husband has 
ill-treated or beaten his wife, and her next neighbour has not 
come to her assistance, he is punished, on this day, for his negli- 
gence* Being placed on an ass with his face towards the tail, he 
is surrounded by a number of people, and led through the streeta 
and neighbouring villages. 

On the last day of the Carnival also, they celebrate the cere- 
mony of the Femmesfolles, or foolish women ; but this is the case 
only when any one has commenced house-keeping in the course 
of the year. The married women (not the youngest in the village) 
meet together, and disguise themselves by putting the front part 
of their caps behind, to which rags are suspended, and by black- 
ing their faces : thus arrayed, they proceed, dancing and singing, 
to the domicile of the new house-keeper. Having gained admit- 
tance, they leap, jump, and dance about, and sing couplets and 
songs adapted to the occasion, and to the music of the epistle at 
grand mass. This is a specimen. 

Comme cette seraaine nous serous trait^cs ! 

Le lundi du bouilli, 

JLe mardi du rdti, 

Le mercredi du jambon, 
' Le jeudi un cbapon, 

Le vendredi du sanmon, 

Le samedi du poisson, 

Le dimanche au matin, 

Des saucisses et du boudin. 
* What a treat we shall have, this week! Monday, bouilli' ; 
Tuesday, roast meat; Wednesday, ham ; Thursday, a capon ; 
Friday, salmon; Saturday, fish; and on Sunday morning, sau- 
sages and black puddings/ 

From this specimen our readers will be enabled to judge of the 
rest. The inhabitants of the house are bound to regale the ac- 
tresses in this burlesque scene ; and if they refuse, the women 

' The meat of which soup has been made. 
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make no scruple of taking away what furnitare they like, and 
carry it to the wine-house (cabaret), where it is deposited as a 
pledge for the entertainment they may choose to order ; and the 
proprietor of it must pay the cabaretier his bill before he is ai* 
lowed to redeem his effects. The women say, that they come to 
search for the andouiUe (a kind of large sausage), and for the 
grmdU^ a name given to the feast formerly held under similar 
circumstances. 

Ceremony of the Skrove-tide Oar.— At Bonne val, In the De- 
partment of the £ure*et-Loir, before the Revolution, every year 
on Shrove-Tuesday, he who had the killing of the meat at this 
time of the year, led through the streets the finest and &ttest ox 
be could find. It was decorated with ivy and ribands ; and if 
the animal wa^ docile, it was ridden by a young man, holding a 
branch of laurel in his hand, ornamented with ribands. The pro- 
cession stopped before the houses of the most respectable persons 
in the town, and particularly at the doors of the butcher's friends 
and customers ; and, at each resting-place, they drank a glass of 
wine. When they bad thus passed through the town, the animal 
was taken to the slaughter-house, and killed : it was afterwards 
cut up, and the difi'erent parts exposed to sale, with ivy leaves 
stuck on them. 

At the small town of Bron, where there is a large cattle nnuv 
ket, it was the custom to lead an ox through the streets at the 
time of the carnival ; and the bailiff and the attorney-fiscal were 
to select the finest and fattest ox they could find. — For an account 
of the Carnival in Portugal, consult our last volume, pp. 33-35. 

20. ^ASH WEDNESDAY. 

The Lent fast was called by the Latins Quadra- 
gesima ; but whether on account of its being origin* 
ally a fast of forty days, or only forty hours, has 
been much disputed among learned men. Bingham 
inclines to the opinion, that, at first, it was only forty 
hours. — About three centuries ago, in a small village 
among the Apennines, the priest was so ignorant, that, 
not being himself aware of the annual feasts, he never 
announced them to his congregation. Having gone 
to Terranuova one day, and seeing the priests pre- 
paring their branches of olive and palm for next day, 
he found he had totally forgotten to announce Lent 
to his flock. Returning eight days afterwards, he 
caused the palm branches to be gathered, and, address- 
ing his congregation, said^ ' To-morrow, my friends. 



IN FEBRUARY 1828* 47 

is Palm Saiiday. Easier \¥ill take place next week : 
we shall fast daring this week only, for Lent has 
come later this year, in consequence of the cold wea- 
ther and bad roads.' —An account of the aasterities 
of the early Christians wUl be foand in our last yo* 
Inme, pp. 40*44. 

24. FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 

This day is called, in France, Le Dimanche des 
Brandons, or Torch-Sunday. It is the cnstom in 
the country villages, on the evenings of this day, to 
light bonfires in the fields, and for the children to 
dance and sing round them. This is also a periodi* 
cal custom ; the ancients, in the spring-time of the 
year, ran about with lighted torches, to purify them- 
selYes, and to procure repose for the shades of their 
relatives. The cultivators of the ground, in the coarse 
of time, turned this ceremony to a useful purpose, 
going through their orchards with lighted wisps of 
straw, for the purpose of destroying the nests of in- 
sects in .their trees. But may we not suppose that 
this custom refers to the equinoctial season? and that 
it is intended to celebrate that period, when the sun 
begins to shed its vivifying rays on our atmosphere, 
and to diffuse light and warmth around us ? Fire was, 
among the ancients, the symbol'of life ; and we see 
it us^ both at the winter and summer solstice^ to 
celebrate the new course of the sun. On funeral 
monuments we observe an extingmshed torch; but, 
on the contrary^ lighted ones in the hands of Hymen 
and Love, because they are the sources of life : 
lighted candles are placed round the dead corpse by 
Catholics, to express that the soul has passed into 
another state of existence. 

The name of Brandons, given to the first Sunday 
in; Lent, is derived from the penitence imposed by 
the Catholic church on those who, during the time of 
the Carnival, have been engaged in unlawful diver- 
sions; as the penitent is compelled to appear at the 
church on the Sunday following the Carnival with a 



46 REMARKABLE DAYS* 

lighted torch in his hand, to make public reparation 
for the scandal to which his condact has given rise. 

At Bonneval, and in its vicinity, it is the custom to carry fire- 
brands on the evenings of the first and second Sundays in Lent. 
The people go into the fields, or the neighbouring roads, carry* 
ing lighted brands made of straw, which they flourish about, at 
the same time singing 

Brandons, brQlez 
Pour les filles k marier* 

They afterwards meet together, and eat furmety, made with wheat 
or other grain. — At La Tombe, also, they celebrate the festival of 
torches ; but they do not, as in other places, run over the grounds 
with lighted torches of straw ; they do not imitate the ancient lus- 
trations* The following is their mode of proceeding : At a shott 
distance from the village is an ancient landmark, called the blaek 
land-mark; and here they light up a fire, which, according to their 
notions, is to preserve the approaching harvest from all injury. 
It is called the black landmark, because the stone is blackened 
by the smoke of the frequent fires near it. Here we see the re^ 
plains of primitive worship, and of the respect paid to landmailu 
and ancient lustrations. 

24. SAINT MATTHIAS. 

St. Matthias was chosen by lot into the apostolipal 
office, in the place of the traitor Judas (Acts i, 26)^ 
and was afterwards murdered by the Jews. — See T.T. 
for 1825, pp. 45, 46. 

*26. 1827. WILLIAM KITCHINER^ M.D. 0i££l« 

' Br. Kitchiner was the son of an eminent coal- 
merchant in the Strand, who was patronized by the 
then minister, Lord Shelbume ; and, through this no- 
bleman's powerful influence, pursued his business on 
u gigantic scale, supplying most of the government 
offices, and many of the high tory party and fashion of 
the day. When he died, he transmitted the handsome 
fortune (between sixty and seventy thousand pounds) 
he had thus honourably acquired to his only son, 
whose benevolence was great, his good hnmour un- 
bounded, and his eccentricity amusing. Perhaps 
Hone ever better knew the town ; and the proof is in 
the tact widi which he selected the subjects on which 
te wrote. His Cook's Oracle will probably be the 
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lasting Oracle of Cooks* A plain eates will say that 
there^ i» U^ .much of the gourmand im it : bot, if 
goanoands will seek their savoury dishes, it is a be- 
nefit to haye them> in some measure, regulated by an 
experi^iced physician. ' His Art of inyi^ratin; 
and prolonging life/ ' Pleasure of making a Will,' 
and * IVaveUer's Oracle and Hotse and Carriage 
Keeper's Guide/ are all extremely useiul publications* 
With his ample fortune. Dr. Kitcfainer was still an 
economist, and those who purchase his HouseJceepev's 
X^d^^r will enjoy a laugh, as well as learn how to 
turn their means to the best ad vantage. His aoquire- 
ments in astronomy were considerable, and his book 
on telescopes proves him to have been a master in 
the science of optics. In music he was a proficient; 
and several of his songs^ and duets in the Opera of 
Ivankoe evince the extent of his talents as a com** 
• poser. In 1821, at the coronation, he put forth his 
collection of the National Songs of Great Britain, a 
folio volume, with a very splendid dedication plate to 
bis Majesty. In 1823, he published, in quarto, a col* 
lection of the Sea Songs of Charles Dibdin, with a 
memoir of the writer prefixed. Dr. K.*s collection 
of music was particularly extensive and valuable. In 
short, whether as a philanthropist or an author; whe- 
ther aa.a man of science or a man of the world ; the 
death of Dr. Kitchiner must be considered a public 
loss. 

A love of music accompanied the Doctor through 
life; and, to the last, he played and sang with C(in- 
sideraUe taste and feeling. Though always an epi- 
cure — ^fond of experiments in cookery, and exceed- 
ingly particular in the choice of his viands, and in 
their mode of preparation for the table — he was re- 
gular, and even abstemious, in his general habits. 
His dinners, unless when he had parties, were com- 
paratively plain and simple; served in an orderly 
manner — cooked according to his own maxims — and 
placed upon the table, inTariably> within five minutes 
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of the lime announced. His usaal hour was fiye* 
His sapper was served at half-past nine; and at eleven 
he was accustomed to retire. His public dinners, 
as they may be termed, were things of more pomp, 
and ceremony^ and etiquette : they were announced 
by notes of preparation, which could not fail of ex- 
citing the liveliest sensations in the epigastric region 
of the highly favoured invites. One of these notes 
is a curiosity in itself, and is well entitled to pre** 
servation : — 

• Dear Sir — ^The honoar of your company is requested, to dine 
with the Committee of Taste, on Wednesday next, the lOth 
instant. 

The specimens wilkbe placed upon the table at ^ye o'clock 
precisely, when the business of the day will immediately coin- 
mesce. — I have the honour to be, your most obedient servant, 

W. KiTCHiNER, Secretary. 
August, 1825.— 43, Warren-street, 
Fitzroy'Square. 

At the last general meeting, it was ananimously resolved* 
that— 

' 1st, An invitation to ETA BETA PI must be answered in 
writing, as soon as possible after it is received — within twenty- 
four hours at latest, reckoning from that on which it is dated ; — 
otherwise the Secretary will have the profound regret to feel that 
the invitation has been definitely declined. 

2d. The Secretary having represented, that the perfec(ioi» 
of several of the preparations is so exquisitely evanescent, that 
the delay of one minute, after their arrival at the meridian of eon^ 
coction, will render them no longer worthy of men of t^ste ; 

Therefore, to ensure the punctual attendance of those illus- 
trious gastrophilists, who, on grand occasions, are invited to join 
this high tribunal of taste— for their own pleasure and the benefit 
of their country — it is irrevocably resolved, * That the janitor be 
ordefk*cd not to admit any visitor, of whatever eminence ofaf^etite, 
after the hour at which the Secretary shall have announced that 
the specimens are ready.' — By order of the Committee, 

William Kitchiner, Sec. 

27, 29, AND MARCH 1. — EMBER DAYS. 

The Ember Days, as now established, are the Wed- 
nesday, Friday, and Saturday after the first Sniiday 
in Lent; after Whit Sunday, September 14tb, and 
Deceiiaber ].3th> respectively. 
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*rEB. 1827 PROFESSOR BODE DIED, JET. 80; 

Royal Professor of Astronomy at Berlin. He was 
a native of Hamburgh, and early displayed a love of 
the mathematical sciences. The eclipse of 1766 first 
gave an opportunity of manifesting his astronomical 
knowledge, and he was only twenty-five when he was 
appointed, in 1772, to his professorship at Berlin, a 
post he held for fifty-four years. He soon became 
a correspondent of all the most celebrated astrono- 
mers; and published numerous works of accuracy 
and value. /Among the principal of them are, an 
'Introduction to the Knowledge of the Starry Hea- 
vens;' 'Elements of the Astronomical Sciences;' 
and an ' Atlais Coelestis,' in twenty sheets, contain- 
ing 17,240 stars, and 12,000 more than had been pre- 
viously laid down. 

*FEB. 1827. ^THOMAS HOLLOW AY DIED^ ^T. 79, 

Historical Engraver to the King; immortalized by 
his plates from the Cartoons of Raffaelle, the last of 
which was commenced just before his death, and will 
be completed by his very able colleagues in this ar- 
duous work. Mr. HoUoway's Plates to Dr. Hunter's 
Translation of Lavater (seven hundred in number) 
are universally known and admired. 

9lfiitronomtcal ^ccutrencess 

In FEBRUARY 1838. 

Solar. Phenomena. 
The Sun enters Pisces at 37 m. after 2 in the after- 
noon of the 19th of this month ; and he rises and sets, 
during the same period,, as in the following 

table • 
Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

February 1st, Sua rises 28 ni. after 7. Sets 32 m. past 4 

6th 19 7 .... 41 4 

nth 12 .7 .... 48 4 

mh 1 7 .... 59 4 

2l8t 51, 6 .... 9 5 

. 20th .J.P 41 ...... 6 ..,,. 10 6 
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Equation of Time. 
If the time of the day has been observed on a good 
snn-dial, and it is wished to ascertain what shoald 
be indicated bjr a clock at the same moment, the 
numbers mast be employed as directed in the fol- 
lowing 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day, 

FridAjT, Feb. 1st, to the time by the dial add IS 5S 

Wedoesday 6th .....14 1^3 

Monday .. 11th H 35 

Saturday .. 16th .14 27 

Tharsday.. 21st 14 2 

Tuesday ..26th 18 20 

Lunar Phbnomrna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Fall Moon, 1st day, at 4 in. past 1 in the morning 

Last Quarter 8th «... 55 7 In the eYening 

New Moon 15th .... 45 10 in the morning 

First Quarter 22d •... 38 2 in the afternoon. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 

The Moon \^ill pass the first meridian of this 
country at the following times, which will afford good 
opportunities of observing her transit, should the 
weather prove favourable. They may also be easily 
reduced to any olfaer meridian if required. 

Febmaiy 7th, at 23 m. after 4 in the morning 

8th .... 12 5 

9th .... 5 6 

lOth .... 1 7 

nth .... 8 

12th .... - 9 

10th .... 25 3 in the afternoon 

20th .... 15 4 

21st .... 4 5. 

* 22d .... 53 ...... 5 ............. 

. 23d .... 4 6 

^24th ....29 7 in the evening 

25th .... 17 8 

'26th .... 8 9 

27Hi .... 4Q 9 

• 28th «... 34^ •.•••'.' 10" »%t ••«•«• •«•• 
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Time of High Wafer at London Bridge for every 
fifth Day. 

The-high tide will take place at London Bridge at 
the following times on the specified days ; and for 
the intermediate days, and other places, the times of 
full tide mast be found from these, as directed under 
this head, in the Occurrences for last month. 



TA 


BLE OF TIDES. 












Evening. 


ylst, at nm 


1. after 9 


. 961 


n. past 9 


otn •••• 5p • 


4 


. 16 


...... 5 


nth .... 40 . 


9 


. 88 


10 


16th .... U . 


9 


. 6 


8 


8l8t .... 61 . 


* 6 


. 16 


•...•. 6 


S6th .... S9 . 


10 


. 10 


11 



Phenomena Planbtarum. 

Phases of Venus. 

From the variation in the distance of this planet 
from the Earth, and her position in reference to the 
Sun, the breadth and brightness of her illuminated 
disk are continually varying. The breadths of the 
light and dark parts now bear the following propor- 
tion to each other : •-- 

i]>.K»,..^ i«» /Illuminated part s= 10*54197 
February Ist | Dark part..!... = 1-4680S 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 

The following are the eclipses of the first and se- 
cond of these satellites, visible at the Royal Obser- 
vatory this month, as recorded in mean time corre- 
sponding to that place : — 

Immersions. 

FIrtt Satellite^ 8d day, at 19 m. 18 s. past 5 in the raoraSng 
l«tli ..*••• SS . . 67 «••••• 1 ••.*••*.•*•••• 

19th ......27 .. 95 ...... S 

96th 90 .. 54 6 

. Second Satellite llth 16 .. 96 4 

Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets and Stars. 

February 8th» with Jupiter, at 16 in the morning 
18th • • fi'ui Caprleom S in the eTeolnf • 
B 2 
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Other Phenomena* 

Jupiter will be in quadrature at half past 3 in the 

morning oftbe 3d of this month; and Mercury will also 

be in conjunction at 15 m. past 7 in the same mora- 

ing. Jupiter will likewise be stationary on the 28th. 

Cj^e iiatutaltst'si Btat? 

Far FEBRUARY 1828. 

Hold ! bold ! what would these endl6to cloads be at I 

These-fiye days k has been- but •poar-^'poar—ipoar; 

Metfaiiiks HwiH -float again the ark of Noah 
From' its old station on Mount Ararat* 
Oh ! 'tis A pleasant time for cloak and hat; 
And 'for umbrellas; laid in do'sOetifihy, 
That, as one drops, another may be dry : 
For cork<4M>led shoes, stilts, oilcase, and all that. 
Out, cat ! why turn thy back upon the fire ? 

We've rain enough, I say ! — We'll try again . 
This weaAer-glass ;— sweet finger, pray mount higher ! 

Down I — down it goes !•— oh mercy !— yet more rain I 
Shall the world drown ? no dry spot left upon it, 
And fishes swim where now I pen this sonnet? 

W, HOWITT. 

As we have already observed, we regard this as the 
most cheerless month of the year. There may be 
pleasant varieties of it: flie latter end may, and fre- 
quently is, much more agreeable than the commence- 
ment; but, as a whole, it is as we have characterized 
it — at once cold, dm&p, and foggy. Besideil the 
earOi being saturated witha whole winter^smoistnie^ 
there is, generally, abuiidance of rain during this 
month ; so much so, that it has acquired the cogn^it 
men of ' February-fill-dike.' The frosts and snows 
which have been locking up, and burying the earth 
for weeks and months, are giving way; and what is 
so cheerless and chilling- as a great thaw ? There is 
alack of comfort felt every wh^re. In real winter- 
weather, when the clear frosty air sharply saluted 
the face by day, and revealed to the eye^ at night, a 
scene of sublime spl^idour in the lofty and intensely 
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bloe $ky, glittering with congregated stars, or irrar 
diated by the moon, — ^there was a sense of vigonr, of 
elasticity, and of freshness, which made it welcome ; 
bat AOw, — most commonly, by day and night, the sky 
is hidden in impenetrable vaponr^^he earUi is sodden 
and splashy with wet; — and even the very fireside 
does not escape the comfortless sense of hnmidity. 
Every thing presents to the eye, accnstomed so long 
to the brightness of cleat frosts and the pure whiteness 
of .snow, a dingy and soiled aspect* Ail things aM 
dripping with wet : it hangs upon the walls like a heavy 
dew; it penetrates into the drawers and wardrobes of 
our warmest chambers ; and we are surprised at the 
nnnsnal dampness of our clothes, linen, books, paper, 
— and, in short, alinost every thing which we have 
occasion to examine. Brick and stone floors are now 
dangerous thingid for delicate and thinly-shod people 
to stand upon. To this scarce, and, in fact, to the 
damps of this month, operating in various ways, may 
be attributed not a few of the colds, coughs, and con- 
sumptions so prevalent in England. Pavements are 
frequently so much elevated by the expansion of the 
moisture beneath, as to obstruct the opening and 
shutting of doors and gates, and our gravel-walks 
resemble saturated sponges. Abroad, the streets are 
flooded with muddy water, and slippery with patches 
of ice and half-melted snow, which strikes dirough 
our shoes in a moment. The houses, and all ob- 
jects whatever, have a dirty and disconsolate aspect; 
and clouds of dun and smoky haze hover over the 
whole dispiriting scene. In the country, the prospect 
is not mnch better. The roads are full of mire. In- 
stead of die enchantments of hoar-frost, so beauti- 
fully described by the poets*, — we have nakedhedges, 

*Artiit unseen I that dipt in frozen dew 

Hast on the glittering glass thy pencil laid, 
£re from yon snn the transient visions fade, 
9wift let me trace the forms thy fancy drew ! 
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with sallow and decaying weeds beneath them; pas^ 
tares brown and wet; and sheets of ice, bat recently 
affording sach fine exercise to skaters and sliders, are 
half sabmersed in water, — fall of great cracks, and 
scattered with straws, and dirty patches, and stones 
half liberated by the thaw. Let us felicitate oarselves, 
however, that such a joyless time is seldom of lon^ 
continuance. The winds of March will speedily come 
piping their jovial strains; clearing the face of the 
blessed Heavens from their sullen veil of clouds> and 
sweeping away the superabundant moisture from 
earth and air. 

The banks are partly green ; hedges and trees 
Are black and shrouded, and the keen wind roars, 

Like dismal music wandVing over seas, 
And wailing to the agitated' shores. 

The fields are dotted with manure — the sheep 
In unshorn wool, streaked with the shepheni's red. 

Their undivided peace and friendship keep, 
Shaking their bells, like children to their bed. 

The roads are white and miry— waters run 

With violence through their tracks — and sheds, that flowers 
' In summer graced, are open to the sun, 

Which shines in noonday's horizontal hours. 
Frost claims the night ; and Morning, like a bride. 

Forth from her chamber glides ; Mist spi:eads her vest ; 
The sunbeams ride the clouds till eventide. 

And the wind rolls them to ethereal rest. 

Sleet, shine, cold, fog, in portions fill the time; 

Like hope, the prospect cheers ; like breath it fades : 
Life grows in seasons to returning prime. 

And beauty rises fi-om departing shades. Table Book, : 

- Thy towers and palaces of diamond bue» 
Rivers and lakes of lucid crystal made. 
And hung in air hoar trees of branching shade, 

That liquid pearl distil :— thy scenes renew, 

Whate'er old bards or later fictions feign» 
Of seeret grottos underneath the wave. 
Where Nereids roof with spar the amber cave ;' 
Or bowers of bliss, where sport the fairy train. 
Who, freottent by the moonlight wanderer seen. 
Circle with radiant gems the dewy green. sofniBT. 
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Oh ! blithe and animatiiig is the bteath of March ! 
It is like a cool^ but spirit-stining draught of 3ome 
ancient vintage ; elating, but not eneryating the hearty 
deadening the memory of. past evil, and expanding 
the mind with the deUcio^ns hope of future delights. 
Such a precious boon, however, is not exclusively 
permitted to March. February is often allowed to be a 
liberal partaker ere its close; and we have known 
the winds lift up their voices, in this month, with all 
their triumphant and sonorous energy. Nothing, 
perhaps, can illustrate so vividly our idea of spirit 
as a mighty wind, — present in its amazing power and 
sublimity, yet seen only in its effects. We are whirl- 
ed along by its careering torrent with irresistible 
power; we are driven before it, as Miss Mitford 
says, as bj a steam engine. How it comes rushing 
and roaring over the house, like the devouring billpws 
of an ocean broke loose ! Then for the banging of 
doors — the swinging and creaking of signs — the 
clatter of falling shutters in the street! Then for the 
crash of chimnies— the toppling down of crazy 
gables— the showering of tiles upon the pavements, 
as if the bomb-shells of a besieging army were de- 
molishing the roofs, and rendering it death even to 
walk the streets. Then for a scene of awful grandeur 
upon the shores of the glorious ocean. That which 
but an hour before was calm and sun-bright, a variety 
of vessels lying at anchor, or sailing to and fro in 
serene beauty,^ — then is become a scene of sublime 
and chaotic uproar ; the waves rolling, and foaming, 
and dashingtbeirspray over rocks, pier-heads, houses, 
and even over the loftiest towers and churches too — 
as we have seen it, — to an amazing extent,— till the 
water ran down the walls like rain, and the windows, 
at a great distance ftom the beach, were covered with 
a salt incrustation— the vessels meanwhile labouring 
amidst the riotous billows as for life, and tugging at 
their cables as if mad for their escape. Many a 
beautiful, many a wild, many an animated spectacle 
is to be witnessed on the sliores of our happy isle in 
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such moments ! — What a solemn and snblime war, 
also, is there in the woods — a sound as of vast and 
tempestuous seas! What poetical spirit can hear it 
without being influenced by incommunicable sensa- 
tions, and ideas of power, majesty, and the stupen- 
dous energies of the elements ! 

Ob ! storm and darkness, ye are wondroas strongs 

What picturesque ruin is there scattered around 
us ! Trees, overwhelmed — immense branches torn 
off — small boughs broken — and dry leaves whirled 
along, or quivering in the air like birds« 

To the Wind at Midnight. 

[By the late H. K« WhiU*] 

Not unfamiliar to mine ear, 

Blasts of the nigbt ! ye bowl, as now 

My shuddering casement loud 

With fitful force ye beat. 

Mine ear has dwelt in silent awe,— , 

The howling sweep, the sudden rush ; 

And when the pausing gale 

Poured deep the hollow dirge. 

Once more I listen ; sadly communing 
Within me, — once more mark, storm-clothed, 

The moon as the dark cloud 

Glides rapidly away. 

I, deeming that the voice of spirits dwells 
In these mysterious moans, in solemn thought 

Muse on the choral dance. 

The dead man's jubilee. 

Hark I how the spirit knocks,— how loud 
Even at my window knocks,— again ; — 

I cannot— dare not sleep, — 

It is a boisterous night 

I would not, at this moment, be 
InHbe drear forest groves, to hear 

This uproar and rude song ' 

Ring o'er the arched aisles. 

The ear doth shudder at such sounds 
As the unbodied winds, in their disport, 

Wake in the hollow woods. 

When mun is gone to sleep. 
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Tbere have been iiaard uochrwtian ftbrkks, 
And rude distempered merrimeDt, 

As though the autumnal woods 

Were all in morrice dance. 

There's mystery in these sounds, and I 
LiOTe not to have the grave disturbed ; 

And dismal trains arise 

From the unpeopled tombs. 

Spirits, I pray ye, let them sleep 
Peaceful in their cold graves, nor waft 

The sear and whispering leaf 

From the inhumed breast. Literary Souvenir* 

The Broum-headedCrvlL — Near the centre of the county of Nor- 
folk, at the distance of about twenty-five miles from the sea, and 
two from Hingham, is a large piece of water called Scoulton 
Mere. In the middle of this mere there is a boggy island of 
seventy acres extent, covered with reeds, and on which there are 
some birch and willow trees. There is no river communicating 
between the mere and the sea. This mere has, from time imme- 
morial, been a favourite breeding-spot of the brown-headed gull. 
The birds begin to make their appearance at Scoulton about 
the middle of February ; and by the end of the first week in 
March, the |^eat body of them have always arrived. They spread 
themselves over the neighbouring country to the distance of se-* 
veral>miles in search of food, fo.llowlDg the plough as regularly as 
rooks ; and from the great quantity of worms and grubs which they 
devoar, they render essential service to the farmer. If the spring 
is mild, the gulls begin to lay about the middle of April ; but the 
month of May is the time at which the eggs are found in the 
greatest abundance. At this season, a man and three boys find 
constant employ ment in collecting them, and they have sometimes 
gathered upwards of a thousand in a day. The eggs are sold, 
on the spot, at the rate of fourpence a score, and are regularly 
sent, in considerable quantities, to the markets at Norwich and 
Lynn. They are eaten cold, like lapwings' eggs, and also used 
for culinary purposes ; but they are rather of an inferior quality, 
and somewhat like ducks' eggs in flavour. The person who sells 
the eggs gives fifteen pounds a-year for the privilege of collect- 
ing them. 

This species of gull never lays more than thrive egg^ the first 
time ; but if these are taken, it will lay again. Many of the old 
birds may be seen sitting in the middle of June; most of these 
have only one e^ in the nest, but a few of them have two. Their 
nests are made of the tops of reeds and sedge, and are very flat 
at the top. The eggs vary so much in size, shape, and colour, 
that a person not well acquainted with them would suppose some 
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of tbem to belong to a different spedcs of bird. Stome are tincklj^ 
covered with dusky spots, and others are of a light blue colour, 
without any spots at all. The young birds leave the nest as 
soon as hatched, and take to the water. When they can fly well, 
the old ones depart with them, and disperse themselves on the 
sea*coast, where they are fonnd during the autumn and winter. 
By the middle of July they all leave Scoulton, and are not seen 
there again till the following spring. — Idnn. Trmu, yoU xv. 
Parti, p. 52. 

Lichens, daring the dearth of other vegetation^ form 
an interesting subject for examination in this> and 
other winter months. See a paper on Lichens, by 
Mr. Andrew Kerr Young, of Paisley, in our last 
volame, p. 54. Consult also Drummond*$ First Steps 
to Botany, second edition. 

Towards the end of the month, we are gladdened 
with symptoms of approaching spring. On warm 
banks, the commencement of vegetation is percepti- 
ble. The sap is stirring in die trees, swelling, and 
feeding the buds; and, in gardens, a variety of green 
things are peeping from the earth, and snowdrops*,, 
bepaticas, &c. are actually in bloom. In towns, it is 
a cheering sight, even while all without is wintry and 
frosty, to see as we pass, in cottage windows, tufts 
of crocuses and snowdrops flowering in pots; and in 

' The Snowdrop ; a Sanfiet. 
The snowdrop, rising to its infant height, 
Liooks like a sickly child upon the spot 
Of young nativity, regarding not 
The air's caress of melody and light 
Beamed from the east, and softened by the bright 

Effusiye flash of gold — the willow stoops 
And muses, like a bride without her love. 

On her own shade, which lies on waves, and droops 
Beside the natal trunks nor looks above : — 
The precipice, tliat torrents cannot move. 

Leans o'er the sea, and steadfast as a rock. 
Of dash and cloud unconscious, bears the rude 

Continuous surge, the sounds and echoes mock : 
Thus Mental Thought enduring, wears in solitude. . 

Table Book. 
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those of weaUliieT dwellings, hyacintibs, narcissus, 
&c. in glasses, displaying ti^irbnlbs and long, white, 
fibrons roots in the clear water below, and the ver- 
dure and flowery freshness of summer above. It is 
a sight truly English ; it is in accordance with our 
ideas of home comfort and elegance. • If we are to. 
believe travellers, in no country is the domestic cul* 
ture of flowers so mucbattended to as in our own. We 
.trast this will always be a prevailing taste with us. 
There is something pure and refreshing in the ap- 
pearance of plants in a room; and watched and waited 
on, as they generally are, by the gentler sex, they 
are links in many pleasant associations. They are 
the cherished favourites of our mothers, wives, sisters^ 
and friends not less dear, and connect themselves, in 
our minds, with their feminine delicacy, loveliness, 
and affectionate habits and sentiments. 
Leaves and Flowers. 

[By H. M. Parker, Author of the Draaght of Immortality.] 

With tender vine-Jeaves wreathe tby brow, 

And I shall fancy that I see. 
In the bright eye that laughs below. 
The dark grape on its parent tree. 
Tis but a whim— but, oh ! entwine 
Thy brow with this green wfeath of mine. 

Weave of the clover-leaves a wreath. 

Fresh sparkling with a summer-shower, 
And I shall, in my fair one's breath, 
j^nd the soft fragrance of the flower. 
Tis but a whim — but, oh ! do thou 
Twine the dark leaves around thy brow< 

Oh, let sweet-leaved geranium be 

Entwined amidst thy clustering hair, 
Whilst tby red lips shall paint to me 
How bright its scarlet blossoms are. 
Tis but a whim— but, oh ! do thou 
Crown with my wreath thy blushing brow. 
Oh, twine young rose-leaves round thy head, 
And I shjAll deem the flowers are there, — 
The red rose on thy rich cheek spread, 
/ The white upon thy forehead fair. 

.rrisbyitawhim— but, oh! entwine 
My wreath round that dear brow of thine. 
P 
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' MARCH was so named from the god Mars, to 
whom Romulus had dedicated it. The sign of this 
month is Aries, 

In MARCH 1828. 

1.— ^»AINT DAVID. 
DATiD^ihe tatelar sciint of Wales, died at a velry 
advanced age, towards the ^dd of the sixth century. 
-r^See onr fonser volumes. 

Tkere is a siDgutar cnstom at Bonneval, on the 1st of Match. 
Wt»n the young people wish to ascertain whom they shall marry, 
it is the practice tp rise at midoigiit, exactly as the clock stiikes 
tweWe, on the first day of March; they then pace three steps in 
front of the bed, saying, ' Good morning, March— -from March 
to March, show me, in my sleep, the wife (or husband) whom I 
shall marry in the course of my life.' They then walk backwards 
to the bed, go to sleep, and dream (of course) ; and lo the man 
or woman who appears to them in their sleep, they will, some 
day, be united. * 1 do not (says M. Le Jeune) give this as an in- 
fallible receipt ; all that I know is, many people .put faith in it, 
and some persons assmre me they have used it with success/ 

2. — SAINT CHAD/ 

Bishop of Lichfield, died in 673, the year in which 
Venerable Bed^ was bom. 

*5. 1827. — ALESSANDRO VOLTA DIED. 

The very same day that deprived France of its cele- 
brated mathematician and astronomer La Place, rob- 
bed Italy of its no less eminent Volta, whose disca> 
veries in physical science are among the most impor- 
tant of the last centnry ; and, are so much the more 
honourable to his talents, as they were all, more or 
less, the result of study and profound theory. 

Volta's principal discoveries and inventions were 
as follow:— I. The p^petual Electrophorus, a de- 
scription of which he wrote in June 1775. It is impor- 
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tant to remark this date^ aH Ae honour of the iovetitioii 
has sometimeabeeng^^Teo to Wilche^ of whose expe- 
riments Volta was entirely ignoriM^t. — 2. The inflam- 
mability of the air escaping from the marshes. In 
1776 and 1777, Volta published some remarkable let- 
ters on this subject. — 3. The Voltaic pistol and lamp* 
These instruments were invented in 1777. — 4. The 
Eudiometer. This instrument, which was invented 
by Volta in the same year, serves to determine, with 
a precision until that time unknown, the projpor- 
tion of the two gases, oxygen and azote, composing 
the atmospheric air. — 6. The Condenser. This in- 
strument, which renders sensible the smallest portions 
of the electric fluid, was invented by Volta in 1782;— 
6. The VoHaic pile, of which it may truly be saidi 
that it has been as productive of discoveries, in na- 
tural philosophy and chemistry, as die telescope hail 
been in astronomy, or the microscope in natural his- 
tory. This astonishing invention, and the simple 
apparatus of which it is composed, were described 
by Volta in a letter written by him to Sir Joseph 
Banks. — His works were published at Florence, iii 
1816, by the Chevalier Antinori, under the title of 
' CollcKtone delle Opere del Conte Alessandro Volta/ 

♦5. 1837.— THE MARaUIS DE LA PLACE DIED. 

Besides numerous articles in the Transactions of 
the National Institute, the Academy of Sciences, and 
the Polytechnic School, the following works were 
written by La Place : — Theory of the Motion and El- 
liptical Figure of the Planets, 1784; Theory of the 
Attractions of Spheroids, and the Figure of the Ra- 
net9.1785; Exposition of the System of the World, 
2 vols. I7d6 ; Treatise on Celestial Mechanism, 4 voIs« 
1799, 1803, 1805 ; Analytical Theory of Probabilities, 
1812; Philosophical Essay on Probabilities, 1814. 

La Place's studies, however, were not confined to 
the mathematics, geometry, and astronomy: he de- 
voted himself, with considerable ardour, to chemistry: 
in conjunction with Lavoisier, be invented the Calo- 
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imeter; and he repeated tiie experiments of Monge 
and Cavendish^ on the decomposition of water. 

7. PERPETUA. 

She snffered martyrdom at twenty-two years of age> 
under the persecution of Seyenis, in the year 203; 

12. SAINT GREGORY. 

Gregory, commonly called the Great, was elevat- 
ed to the papal chair A.D. 590. Zealous for the con- 
version of Britain, he sent over the monk Augustin, 
with forty companions, on a mission to the Anglo- 
Saxons. 

*14. 1757.-^A1>MIRAL BYNG SHOT. 

Several contemporary letters which throw consi- 
derable, lig^ht on the events connected with the fate of 
Admiral Byng, have been printed by Mr. Ellis, in his 
Original Letters, Second Series, vol. iv, pp. 378t403. 
The limited nature of our work precludes the inser- 
tion of the whole, and th^ introduction ^f a part 
only of the valuable information on the subject would 
be useless: our readers, therefore, must be satisfied 
yriih this 09^ notice ; and, we are confident, if they 
follow up our suggestions, they will not think the 
space misemployed, which has been devoted to this^ 
and other similar memoranda.. 

16. MIDLRNT SUNDAY. 

Every year, on this day, in most of the commuDes of the de- 
partment of the £ure-et-Loir, the young men and maidens, 
all in their Sanday clothes, and bedecked with ribands of varioas 
x^loura, meet together, and walk round the parish in which they 
live. Each bears a banner or flag, which is called a hanvoUe, 
Every two boys carry between them a maime, or large flat basket 
with two handles to it, in which they receive the ' benevolences 
of all well-disposed persons/ This joyous company stop before 
the door of the houses of the richest persons in the town, plant 
their banners together in the ground, and dance round them in 
a circle; and at the close of eyery dance, each seizes his banner, 
flourishes it in the air, and cries out le roi hoit^ ' the king drinks.' 
The cadence of the song which accompanies the dance is suffi- 
ciently regular, but rather Itdlahyish^ and is much in the style of 
the nursery songs used to send children to sleep. The custom 
has existed for a long period of time, and was practised so lately 
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as 1809» The jono; people ve perticularlj ioteiested in iti 
contmoance ; for, in the evening, thoy make a eoliation of the 
differeiit pre^nts put into the basiiets, and the remainder of the 
day is spent in feasting and merriment. Tiie parents aiso meet 
their cinldren at this f<§te, which towards the dose of tlie eteaing 
becomes public. 

17. — SAINT PATRICK, 

The tutelar Saint of Ireland, died about the year 
460, at an advanced age : see T. T. for 1824, p. 69. 
In one of the islets of Loughderg, in Donegal 
county, there is a spot called * Patrick's Purgatory,,' 
This seems to have been of old a place of some oe^ 
lebrity, where an exhibition of the penalties of pur- 
gatory were got up in high theatric style, pretty much 
on vfbat has been supposed to be the plan of the old 
E3eusinian or Samothracian mysteries. It is still 
the object of pilgrimage, and the scene of severe 
mortification. 

The island is about half a mile from the shore, and 
there are two chapels on it ^ one for confession, and 
another for general worship. At what is c€dled ' Sta- 
tion Time,' the place i^ frequented by immense num- 
bers of persons. 

Every pilgrim strips off his shoes, stockings, and hat, before he 
enters the chapel (some before they come into the yard), and 
must fancy that he is entering a place as holy as Mount Stnai. 
On entering the cliapel door, he prostrates himself, kisses the 
groand, antd must imagine that he receives the prior's blessii^, 
who is at J^ougbdcrg ; then crossing himself on the forehead, 
moQth^ &.C. he kneels before the cross and repeats three paters, 
three aves^ a gloria patri, and a creed; after kissing the ground 
he rises, leans his shoulders against the cross, and goes through 
a ceremony called 'the taking up of the cross/ bawling out 
three times, * I renounce the world, the devil, and the flesh f 
then he kisses it, in imitation of the angeFs cleansing the lips of 
the prophet Isaiah with a burning coal ; he next repeats tiiree 
paters, three aves, &c., to obtain from God the three most 
neoessary things for rendering his station acceptable — Ist, The 
fear of (jk>d, by which our sins are expelled ; 3d, humility, by 
which our prayers penetrate the very clouds ; and Sd, patience, 
by whic^ we possess our souls. Then, after kisung the ground 
and the cross, he walks seven times round the chapel-floor, in 
honour of the seven times the Priests went round the walls 6£ 

F 2 
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Jeriebo ! repeating a decade each time, in satiitftiction for the 
aios committed during the seven days of the weelL. After this, 
he crosses himself again ; bows as often as be passes by the altar, 
especially if the consecrated wafer be placed on it, to be adored 
by the pilgrims. Then he goes to one of the small circles, and 
walks round it outside, until he has said ^ve paters, ^ve aves, 
a gloria patri, and a creed, *in honour of the five bleeding 
wounds of our Saviour;* he next struggles round the inside of it, 
until he finishes as many more paters, &c. *to atone for the 
^Qs committed by the ,five senses ;' and then repeats the same 
number on his knees inside and outside; then, after kissing 
the ground, he goes throggh the same repetitions and gesti- 
culation at each of the two other smaller circles. After that, he 
uralks round the great circle of St. Patrick, outside, until he has 
repeated seven decades (i. e. seven paters, seventy aves, seven 
.gloria patri's, and one creed!) *in satisfaction for the aevea 
deadly sins;* then kneeling at the entrance of the circle, and 
kissing the ground, with more than ordinary devotion, he faces 
the altar and cross, and, after paying them the usual honoors, 
he repeats five decades standing. Then he salutes the cross, 
altar, &c., goes round the inside of the circle on his knees, and 
repeats seven decades ; he next proceeds to the three small 
circles on the opposite side, and goes round them almost in the 
same manner, repeating the same number of decades, and per* 
forming the same <;eremonies of bowing, kissing the gromid, &c. 
Then he goes to a place marked^. * in imitation of a stone dedi- 
cated to the Virgin IMary,' in Loughderg, which is a considerable 
distance from the shore, called in Irish * Clogb Wirthe,' and 
must fancy, as he passes to it, that he is at Loughderg, wading 
through the water, and going to * drown his sins in it, as Moses 
did his enemies in the Red Sea;' then he repeats three paters 
and three hail Mary's, &c.,in honour of the Holy Trinity, that his 
station may be acceptable to God, through the intercessions of all 
the saints, to whom the various circles are dedicated. Then he 
goes to the altar, and kisses the steps of it, if the crowd permit 
him to come so near it; he then retires to some private corner, 
and repeats fifteen decades, and finishes what is called a iUitiath 
which he repeats three times again during his pilgrimage. This 
unprofitable drudgery is continued for three, six, and, by some, 
for nine days and one night spent in prison ; the penitents living 
on a single meal of bread and water each day, the prison day 
excepted, on which they must neither eat, drink, or sleep! To 
make their situation as comfortable as that of the parent station, 
Ibey must fancy that the Yiater of a neighbouring spring is 
changed into wine ! — Dublin Warder, 1827. 

An account of the nsaal celebration of St. Pa- 
trick's Day in Ireland, may be seen in our last vo- 
lume, p. 66. 
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18.**-«DWARP^ KING OF THE WEST SAXONS, 

Wafis stabbed at Corfe Castle, Dorsetshire, on this 
day, in the year 978, by order of Wrida, his- step- 
mother.— See T. T. for 1824, p. 69. 

20. — MIDLENT THURSDAY. 

Every year at Bonneval, on this day, to the time 
of the Revolution, all the children had a custom of 
going into the fields to look for the half-devoured car- 
cass of a horse, or some other animal ; the different 
parts were then tied together, and the whole was 
dragged through the streets of the town, amid the 
cries of * La MuCareme, La Mi-CarSme,' (the Mid- 
Lent). This ceremony was called the ' dragging of 
the Mid-Lent;' and when night came, the carcass 
was hung up at the door of some person whom the 
youngsters had reason to dislike. 

21. — SAINT BENEDICT. 

An Italian devotee of great austerity of manners : 
he died in the year 542. 

23. — FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 

. This was called Passion Sunday, as the church 
now began to advert to the sufferings of Christ. 

25. ^ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY, OR LADY DAY. 

For a description of some very singular customs 
on this day, we refer to T.T. for 1823, p. 68 ; T.T. 
or 1824, p. 71 ; and our last volume, p. 67. 

•29. 1827. CHARLES DIGNUM DIED, iET. 62; 

The well known siuger, and composer of several 
pleasing ballads ; he also published, by subscription, 
a collection of popular vocal music. His brilliant 
wit and splendid conversational talents will, it is 
said, be long remembered by those who had the hap- 
piness of his acquaintance. 

30. PALM SUNDAY. 

This day commemorates our Lord's triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem: see our former volumes. — 
The inhabitants of the district of Sologne keep the 
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' fefltiyid of torches' on this day. In the ^vtmmg, 
they go abroad, provided with lighted brands of 
straw, making the circuit of their corn*fields, and 
calling out, like the Bacchants of old, ' shake yom 
torches, and bum them along the vineyards and tlie 
meadows. Mice, come out of the com, and go and 
forage in the woods : if a priest comes, send him 
about his business ; if a capucin, give him a slice of 
bread ; if a thief, give him a good beating : shake 
your torches, &c/ While the procession is going 
its rounds, the mistress of the farm prepares the re-^ 
past, of which millet forms the principal dish : she 
keeps the door shut, and only opens it after reiterated 
demands, intermixed with songs and dialogues. If 
the peasants who carry the torches belonging to two 
different farms meet, they generally have a skirmish 
together. The feast is concluded by the young wo-* 
men and men adjourning to a neighbouring wine- 
house, where they pass the night in drinking, singing, 
and dancing. 

*31. 1827.— h. VON BEETHOVEN DIED. 

He was bom at Baun, where his father was the 
tenor singer in the Elector's chapel. His earliest 
i attractions in music were received from Neefe, the 
court organist; and so rapid was bis progress, that, 
at the early age of eleven, he was able to play the 
far-famed preludes and fugues of the great Sebastian 
Bach. Beethoven received a regular classical edu- 
cation ; Homer and Plutarch were his great favourites 
among the ancients; and ofthe native poets, 3cbiller 
and Goethe (the latter of whom was his personal 
fiiend) he preferred to all others. For a considerable 
time, he also studied more abstruse subjects, such as; 
Kant's Philosophy, &c. There are not fewer than 120 
of Beethoven's performances, the greater part of' 
which are allowed to be productions of the highest 
order. In the loftier strains of composition he was 
almost without a rival. In many of his orchestral 
symphonies, overtures, quartettes for the violin, con- 
certos, trios^ and sonatas for the piano-forte, he may 
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be ranked with Haydn and Mozart. Beethoven was 
a fervent admirer of Handel and Mozart. Of Handel 
he was once heard to exclaim, ^I would uncover my 
head and kneel down on his tomb !' To the works 
of modem composers he seems to have paid but little 
attention : when asked about * Der Freischutz/ his 
answer was, * I believe one Weber has written it/ 
Of his own productions he thought his second mass 
was the best. In their neglect of living genius, the 
feelings of the Germans appear to assimilate but too 
closely with those of their brethren in this country ; 
for, although Beethoven was allowed to languish 
and expire in poverty, his remains were honoured 
with a splendid and ostentatious futieral. 



9[0tronomtcal <2^ccuttence0 

In MARCH 1828. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Aries at 47 m. after 2 in the after* 
noon of the 2001 of this month, and he rises and sets, 
during the same period, as in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Sun's Rising and Setting for every ffth Day. 

March 1st, Sun rises 36 m. after 6. Sets 24 m. past 5 

6lh 25 6 35 6 

llth 16 6 44 5 

16ih 6 6 64 5 

2l8t 66 6 4 6 

26th 46 5 14 6 

8Ut 86 5 24 6 

Equation of Time. 
To convert apparent into mean time, the numbers 
must be used as stated in the following Table. Those 
to be employed for any intermediate days, or times of 
the day, must be found by proportion : — 
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TABLB 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Pay. 

m, a. 
Saturday, March 1st, to the time by the dial add 12 35 

Thursday 6th 11 28 

Tuesday Ilth 10 II 

Sunday 16th 8 47 

Friday 21st 7 18 

Wednesday .... 26th 5 4<5 

Monday Slst • 4 IS 

Lunar Phenomena. 
Phases of the Moon* 

Full Moon, . . 1st day, at 53 in. after 6 in the evening 

Last Quarter 9th 18 5 io the morning 

New Moon • • 15th 88 9 in the evening 

First Quarter 23d 2 10 in the morning 

Full Moon .. 31st 18 10 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The Mood will make her transit at the following 
times this months which will afford favourable oppor- 
tunities for observation, if the weather be fine: viz. 

March 8th, at 50 m. past 4 in the morning 



9th .. 55 ... 


... 5 


10th .. 63 ... 


,... 6 


11th .. 52 ... 


... 7 


12th •• 50 ••. 




18th .. 46 ... 


... 9 


20lh .. 50 ... 
21st •• 40 ... 


... 3 In the afternoon 
... 4 , 


22d .. 29 ••• 


.,, 5 


23 I • 17 •• . 


..., 6 


24lh .. 5 ... 
25th .. 51 ••. 


.... 7 in the evening 
,. . 7 


26th . . 36 , . , 


... 8 


27lh .. 21 ... 


... 9 


28th ., 6 ... 


...10 


29th .. 61 ... 


...10 



Time of High Water at London, for every fifth Day. 
The following are the times of high tide at London 
Bridge for certain days during the present month. 
To find that of various other places from these, see 
the article in January :— 
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TABLE OF TIDES. 
illomsny. ^ 

Mareb Ut, at 4$ m. after 1 .at 6 ni. after 9 

6th .. 40 ...... 4 « 6 

11th .. 36 9 14 10 

16th .. 84 2 4d 2 

21st .. 29 5 51 5 

S6tb .. 6 ; 10 85 10 

Slst .. 2 «• 2 24 2 

Phrnomena Planet arum. 

Phases of Venus. 

The illuminated phase of this beautiful planet now 
increases in brightness^ but diminisbes in magnitude. 
The proportion is^ 

-KM 1. 1 • niluminated part = 9*76134 
March lit I j,^,^ ^^^^ ..... =r 2-21866 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites* . 
The following are the visible eclipses of these maH 
bodies during the present month : ym. 
hnmersions. 

First Satellite, Oth day, at 42 m. 50 s. after 1 in the morniiMr 

ISth 36 .. 24 ...;.. 8 ; 

2l9t 58 .. 25 U at night 

29th 52 .. 9 1 in the mominff 

SeemdSst^fte 7th 11 .. 25 1 ...^ ! 

»vt^ t • • • t • 44 4 • 2ll /••••• O ••« W.«.a..**. 

Ca9i^niotion of the Mofm with the Planets and Stars, 

ICareh. 6th, with Jupiter at 6 in the afternoon 

12tlt • . in Capricorn 5 in the morning. ' 

Other Phenomena. 
Mercury will attain his greatest elongation on the 
1st of this month. He will be stationary on the 8tib^ 
and in his inferior conjunction at 15 m. after 6 in the 
morning of the 18th. Mars will be in quadrature at 
Itai. after 1 in the afternoon of the 5th. Saturn wiH 
be stationary on the 14th, and Mercury on the 31st. 
There wiH also be a near appulse of the planet Venits 
with ttie star 2^ in Pisces^ at / in the morning . of the 
8d of this month. 
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Cjfte Jlatutaltfiit 3(at? 

Fw MARCH 1828. 

Through hedge-row leaves, in drifted heaps 

Left by the stormy blast. 
The little hopeful blossom peeps. 

And tells of winter past; 
A few leaves flutter from the woods, 

That bang the season through, 
Leaving their place for swelling bnds 

To spread their leaves anew. clarb. 

Storms of hail and rain not unfreqnently occnr 
in this uncertain mopth of 'many weathers/ but 
Uiey are not attended with such disastrous efiects 
as those which take place in other countries, parti- 
cularly in North America. A recent traveller ob- 
serves, in his Journal, under the date of March 9, 
* For two days past it has rained and frozen as it 
fell; the trees, ships, buildings, ficc. areallincrasted 
with icicles: the strongest branches of the trees are 
every minute giving way, and falling under their loads. 
In the country, the scene is brilliant and beautifal 
beyond description ; the spruce, the pine, and tiie 
cedar are coated with transparencies, their limbs 
bending in every fantastic shape, while the rich dark 
green of their leaves shows to double advantage 
through the brilliant covering ; the twigs of the yellow 
Mdllow may be compared to amber set in crystal ; 
the red maple, and large berries of the sweetbriar, 
#eem covered with pendant diamonds; the trees nt a 
distance appear to be laden with blossoms, white^ 
glittering, and brilliant; but no description can con- 
vey an adequate idea of the fairy frost-work/ 

On March 31, 1820, at Newcastle, Delaware State, 
Mr. Faux says, 'I saw the effect of the late freezing 
rain on the trees, which, over an extent of countiy 
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six times as large as England, has despoiled trees 
as completely as if chain-shot had passed through 
them all. The trees and shrubs are laden with ice; 
a weight ten times that of their own boughs. Many 
farmers lost nearly all their timber and orchards ; a 
ship also was upset by the great weight of the ice 
adhering to her rigging/ 

The cutting blasts, usually experienced in this 
month, and so trying to the invalid, are equally in- 
jurious to the progress of vegetation ; and the ' sweet 
flowers' are compelled to await the smiles and tear? 
of gentle April to encourage their growth, and to 
bring them to perfection. The winds of March, how- 
ever, are highly beneficial in drying up the supers 
abundant moisture of the earth ; and, although they 
may xetard the delights and the beauties of Spring, 
these are rendered more valuable to us, because they 
are less fugacious. The russet-brown dress of the 
hedges is now spotted with green, preparatory to 
their assuming the complete vesture of Spring. The 
kftves of the lilac begin to peep from beneath their 
winter clottiing, and gooseberry and currant trees 
display their verdant foliage and pretty, green blos- 
soms*. 

'Mons^ withered grass upon the plain. 

That lent the blast a voice, 
The tender gpreen appears a^n, 

And creeping things rejoice ; 
£ach warm bank shines with early flowers, 

Where oft a lonely bee 
' Drones, Yent!ring on in sunny honrs 

Its humming song to thee. clare. 

Of the bee, whidi may be seen collecting ma,terials 
for its honey on every fine day throughout the year. 
Da. Bbvan relates the following curious anecdotes: 

' A lively description of * Mornings in March/ from the pen 
of our friend W. Howitt, and a beautiful March Invocation, 
by Delta, may be seen in our last volume^ p. 76, and they are 
worth referring to. 

6 
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' A fluil bftviog^^ept.into one of M. BeaBowi^fi hives 
earif in iJieatoiMig, .after crawliiigaboiitfcrfioaiie 
time, adh^ed, by meaas ei its ewa alime^ to one of 
Ae f lass panes, 'wkere, but fix the beea^ it wottld 
prDbaMy have remained, tiil either a mototair oc its 
wrwn spame bad looseiied the adhesion^ Tbe bees 
having discovered the snail, imaiediateiy ^nixaiUMli^ 
it, aiMl formed a border of ptopotis roond the varge 
-ai Ub shell, vrhkh was at last so seoardly £xed to 
the glass as to become immoveable, either by the 
moisture of the six from witbottt, or by the snail's 
secretioa from within. Macaldi has. rotated a sonie«- 
^bat similar in^anoe. A bovseless tsnaiU br sing 
as it is called, h»d altered one of his hayes : tibe bees» 
as soon as they observed ii;, pierced it with their 
stings, till it expired beneath their repeated stiaDfces; 
after virfaach, being unable to dislodge it, they covered 
it all over with propolis.'-^In these Wo oases, M^ho 
can withhold bis admiration of the ingenuity and 
judgment of the bees? In the first cuse, a^ovUe^ 
some creature gained admission into the hive, which, 
from its nnwieldiness, they could not remove, and 
which, from the impenetrability of its shdl, ibej 
could not destroy : here, then, their only resouri^e was 
to deprive it of locomotion, and to obviate putrefac- 
tion, both which objects they accomplished most 
skilfully and secutely, and, as is usual with these 
sagacious creatures, at the least possible expense of 
labour and materials. They applied tb^ir cement 
where alone it was required, namely, round the 
verge*of the shell. In the latter a^ase^ to obviate the 
evil of putrescence, by the toial excluMm of air, 
ibey were obliged to be more lavish in the use of their 
embalming material, and to form with it so complete 
an incrustation or case over the " slime-girt giant," 
as to guard them from the consequences which the 
atmosphere invariably produces upon all animal sub- 
stances that are exposed to its action, after life has 



liMoflie extiaet. May it not be Mked, wbal means 
iBOM effeetoal ocraM homaii wisdom bare dei^iied 
«idl»r similanr eivcvmstances*?' 

Tile melody of bkds vow gradually swells vkpcm 
tiieettr. The tkrosUe, second only to the aightuigale 
m flOBg, Pianos ns wkb tbe sweetness and Tariety e€ 
Its tajfs. Tbe Hnttet and the goldfinch jcna. the gene* 
rai coDC«rt in this month, and the gotdeoH^rowned 
wren begins its song. The lark, also, must not be 
forgotim* 

The Skylark. 

[By Mrs. Josiah Coiider.J 

With flutt'ring^ start, In silence, from her nest 

Tbe skylark breaks; — then steadier, upward soars. 

And with melodious trill her prelude pours 

To Earth, in hues of fult-flusbed Summer drest: 

Now, poised on moTeless- wing, she seemft to rest. 

Careless what bird, beneath the airy height, 

May cross her path with horiaovita) flight. 

The measared lay she breatbeB: — then, like ft guest 

Singing to other spheres, is lost in light. 

Till, fondly lured, ^e turns her Mthful breast 

Downward, thrmi^'fleldsorblae« The warbled strain 

Near and more near she swells ; — ^tfaen, husbed again, 

Falls like a dhadow from' the saniiy dome, 

And chaawts ler tl^ee wild note» to welcome home. 

Literary Souvenir* 

Each succeeding week pours forth fresh beauties 
from the lap of Flora, and furnishes the botanist with 
new sources of delight. Golden tufts of crocuses, 
expanding their corollas to receiv^e the genial warmth 
of the sun, interspersed with pink and blue hepati- 
cas^ and the garden daisy, with its little tufts of crim- 
son velvet, united with tbe blossoms of last month, 
greatly ornament our flower borders. The s^lpine 
wall-cr^s ti still in bloom ; tbe mezereon puts forth 
its leaves ; and the primrose peeps from the retreat- 
ing snows of winter. 

' See a eoiidus volume, entitled ' The Honey*Bee ; its Na- 
tural History, Physiology, and Management,' 188T. 
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/ Daffodils^ yellow auriculas^ coltsfoot^ with iin- 
brilliant golden and sometimes pink or silvery sl«ns> 
and honnds-tongue^ are in blossom about flie middle 
of the month. The American cowslip^ yiith its beauti- 
fol rose-coloured blossoms^ growing in thick branches 
in the form of a cone, flowers in March. l%e cbaim* 
ing violet, whose attractions have been the theme of 
many a poetic effusion^ makes her appearance this 
months but not in full perfection, for the chill winds 
of March are not very congenial to the expansion of 
so delicate a blossom. 

To an Early Violet. 

[By Richard HoaUt.} 

Herald of brighter hours! why from thy rest . 
Thus .early dost thou start? Chill is the gale. 
To form, like thine, so beautiful and frail. 

The rook, with careful cries that seeks its uest, 

Flings its broad shadow od thy dewy breast. 
For sunny is the day, though like the smile 
Dear woman wears, when she would fain beguile 

The coldness of her fortune. Upward towers 
The lark, companion of the fields with thee. 
And sings unto the cjouds his songs of glee! 

Perchance his skyward dreams are of the flow'rs 

Which gather round him in June's radiant hours ; 
When thou, fair comer of the spring, hast shed 
Thy perfumed breath abroad, and drooped upon thy bed. 

The Violet. 

[From Servian Popular Poetry, liy Mr. Bowring.] 
How captivating is to me. 
Sweet flowV! thine own young modesty! 
Though 1 did pluck thee from thy stem, 
There's none would wear thy purple gem. 
I thought, perchance, that Ali Bey— 
But he is proud and lofty — nay. 
He would not prize thee — would not wear 
A flow'r so feeble, though so fair; 
His turban for its decorations 
Had full-blown roses and carnations. ^ 

We conclude our tributes to the violet with some 
pleasing reflections^ extracted from * "F^^iSpirit and 
Manners of the Age/ (vol. i, p. 265) oJhrrrC the many 
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tadtelBl and teleBted beMomadalg ' which the intellK 
grace of modern times has produced : its saperior 
claims to the notice of the parent^ on account of its 
stricily moral and religions principles, most ever se- 
cnre it a place in the familiea of those who think 
that tile Boot of Nmture is only to be studied to ad- 
vantage^ by the aid of parallel passages in ttie Book 
op Rbvblatign. 

Th§ Handful of Violets. 
And shall the mase to thee her praise deny, 
Thott best, tho* most diminutive of flowers? 
For where caa Nature, thro' her wide 4omainsy 
Boast other odours halfso sweet as thine? 
Tho' the striped tulip, and the blushing rose,. 
. The poKanthus brosid, with golden eye, 
The full carnation, and the iily'talf. 
Display their beauties in the gay parterre. 
In costly gardens, where th' unlicensed feet 
Of rustics tread not — ^yet that lavish hand, 
liVhich scatters violets under ev'ry thorn, 
Forbids that sweets like these should be confined 
Within the limits of the rich man's wall. 

Welcome Yisitants ! ye tell me that the wintry blasts are about 
to give place to the milder gales, and that the reviving spring is 
agun vfr^risiting our world. My heart exults at the glad tidings. 
Agiiui, I iiiftii roam through the flowery vale, and climb the high 
moimtMa. I shall behold the happy groups of village children 
citit the sweet cowslips from the verdant mead. Motionless by 
the copse I shall pause again, whilst the nightingale poars forth 
her enohnntlng melody. The fresh leaves will shoot forth on the 
tries with new Isstre ; the fields and the hedge-rows will be again 
lovely ; and the fine blossoms, reflecting all the vivid tints of the 
how of heaven, will once more adorn our orchard* and our 
■gardeiif* 

Blofnent instrnctors I ye remind me of Him, who^ thovgh en- 
thrimed oa the riches <^ the noiverse, yet bids the seasons revolve 
hi gftttefel aiiec^8sion« Ye tell me of his infinite taithfulness. 
He llM saldy that *■ while the earth reinaineth, aeed-time and har- 
vest,; cold and heat» and summer and winter, and day and night, 
shall not ceaw»'— and ye are come to say, ' Behold his word is ac- 
eompliahed !* 

Aai de ye not speak of his goodness? Ye 4o» Hehasnotonly 

^The Mirror and the TMe-Boak are particularly worthy of do- 
G 2 
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made 70a beautifUl, but also fragnuat The little ohUd,* and 1m 
. who is boary witb ag^e,— tbe vagrant boy who wanders destitute 
of a home, and the monarch in his palace ; every age and every 
rank is delighted with yoar sweetness. 

And have ye nothing to say of the divine wisdom ? This shines 
in glorioos Inminaries which adoni the firmament, — in the worlds 
which revolve around the orb of day ; in the wings of the insects 
which exult in his beams, and in every flower that adorns the 
garden or the field. There is not one of them, however insigni- 
ficant and unnoticed by the eye of man, 

But shows some touch, in freckle, streak, or stain. 
Of his unrivalled pencil. 

Sweet violets! ye awaken the reflecting mind to thought, — ye 
bid me muse on the varied works of the Almighty band. How 
manifold are his works — in wisdom he has made them all. The 
earth, yea, all worlds are full of his boundless riches ! 

But ye are not all the violets which his hand has formed. O 
no. They are innumerable. Countless multitudes of human 
beings, no less than myself, shall be regaled with their delicious 
fragrance. Who can tell where the divine benignity ends ? It 
has no termination ; it is not only immense, but infinite. 

Fragrant monitors ! I will not forget where ye grow. It was 
on yonder mossy bank, warm with the earliest beams of the open- 
ing day. Ye shone in secret,— ye were beautiful, but your charms 
were concealed. But ye threw abroad your delicious sweets; 
the little ones sought you out, they brought you to be admired iA 
the pubKc gaze. So, the Christian, in secret, walks humbly with 
his God, — so, though arrayed in the beautiful garments of tfae 
skies, ' He shines contented without being seen.' And thus* 
perpetually, he pours forth to the heavens the incense of his 
praise. 

But the place where ye grew, knows you not. It will never 
know you any more. In a little while you will wither and die, 
and crumble into dust. So, man also, the monarch of the ore* 
ation, languishes and expires, and soon mingles with the dust, 
out of which he was formed. But he has a spirit which will sur- 
vive the ruins of the grave, and will live for ever. And even the 
mortal body shall put on immortality. The saying that is written 
shall, indeed, be brought to pass, * Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory !' He, who bowed his blessed head on the cross, and died 
for guilty man, — he has said, ' I am the resurrection and the Ufe; 
he that belie veth in me, though be were dead, yet shall he live. 
And whosoever liveth and belie veth in me, shall never die.' 

As the creation wakes from its wintry sleep, and as spriag ar- 
rays the world in new beauty, I will hail the change;— I will gaze 
on the smiling landscape, and say, there is a world of joy where 
there is no winter; there my father is— that delicious regloii 
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is my home-^I am jomneyiBg tli|tlier$~I will exclftim with the 
poet. 

Sweet season! appealing 

To fancy and feeline ; 
Be tby advent the emblem of all 1 woald crave : 

Of light more than vema], 

That day-spring eternal, 
Which shall dawn on the dark wintry night of the grave? 

H. H. H. 

If the weather be mild^ the rich hyacinth, the ncH 
ble descendant of the modest harebell, the sweet nar- 
cissus, delicately pale, and some of tiie early tulips, 
are now in bloom. The peach and the. nectarine be- 
gin to show their elegant blossoms. 

In this month, black ants are observed ; the black- 
bird and the turkey lay ; and house-pigeons sit. The 
greenfinch sings; the bat is seen flitting about; and 
the viper uncoils itself from its winter sleep. Tlie 
wheatear, or English ortolan, again pays its annual 
visit, leaving England in September. Those birds 
which have passed the winter in England now take 
their departure for morb northerly regions; as the 
iieldfare, the red-wing, and the woodcock. 

About half past five o'clock in the morning . of 
March, 18!^, a very extraordinary migration of small 
birds was witnessed at Little Oakley, in Essex. The 
attention of the observer was arrested by an uncom- 
mon diattering of birds, and, looking up, he beheld 
an incredible number of small birds flying a-breast, 
in a Une extending as far as the eye could distinguish 
them, and three or four yards deep. Their direction 
was towards the S.E., the wind favouring them ; their 
height <mly a few yards from the ground. The flock 
was supposed to consist principally of chaffinches, 
linnets, twites, and bramblings. None of the two 
latter species were seen in the neighbourhood after 
that time; and ttiere is on those shores>in the winter 
sea»Hi, an immense quantity of linnets, more than 
can be bred in the neighbourhood.— itiw. Tram. 
vol. XV, part I, p. 28. 
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Oft fbe 26th, the renidil eqiiinox fakca place, and 
all nature feels her renovating sway, and seems to 
rejoice at the retreat of winter. 

The genersJ or great flow of sap in most tree^r tal^s 
place in this month ; this is preparatory to the ex- 
panding of the leaves, and ceases when they are out. 
The ash now puts forth its grey buds ; and the hazel 
and the willow exhibit some signs of returning life in 
their silky, enfolded catkins. The leaves of the 
Ibomless rose, and of the hawthorn axe gradually be- 
coming determinate. The field daisy is sow seen 
scattered over dry pastures. 

Bright dews illame the grassy plain, 

Sweet messeDg^ers of mern, 
And drops baiig gHsfniag after rain, 

Like gems on evVy thorn : 
What though the grass is moist and rank 

Where dews fall from the tree, 
The creeping sun smiles on the bank, 

And warms a seat for thee. CLAHE* • 

Many species of the beauthnl family of Chmepteryx 
live through the winter, and delight us with their ver* 
nal visits: among tbe earliest of these hetalda of 
Spring, is^the brimstone butterfly (G. rhamni), mak« 
ing its appearance, this nwrntb, in theneigkbovuiioad 
0f woods, ai^ even sporting in our gaidens^ when the 
sail's rays first begin to cheer and animate all natot e ; 
and from the eggs which are then depoifted, are pro*- 
dttced green caterpillars that feed npon fite back- 
thorn, and again appear as butterflies in A^usl.-^ 
A beautiful figure of &e brimstone butterfly is grven 
in plate 173 of Mr. Curtis's BritM. EniomfUegy, 
a monthly wof k we have before recommended to ouir 
readers, and which deserves att the praise tbat kas 
been bestowed upon it. 

S«me af our most beautiful butterflies belongiBg 
to the genus Vanesmt as F. atalantOr lo, Polg^ 
eUaro9, and Ur4ic4B, are seen in this month ; asd the 
AMiopa, or Camber well beaoty, has once been cap** 
tured at this season. 
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la March^ trouts begin to rise, and blood worms 
appear in the water. The clay hair-worm is found 
at the bottom of drains and ditches (see T. T. for 
1823, p. 85), and the water-flea may be seen gliding 
aboat upon the surface of sheltered pools. — See T. T. 
for 1824, p. 88. Bats now issue from their places of 
concealment. Peas appear above ground ; the sea- 
kale begins to sprout. The male blossoms of the 
yew-tree expand and discharge their farina. Sparrows 
are busily employed in forming their nests. Young 
otters are produced, and young lambs are yeaned 
this month. The planting and sowing of forest 
trees is generally concluded in March. 

The equinoctial gales are usually most felt ^ by sea 
and land at this time. Such of our readers as may 
reside in the neighbourhood of the magnificent ocean 
that bounds our happy shores, will fully participate 
the feelings of the anonymous poet who has written 
the following lines. 

On HEARiNO the Roar of the Sea at Night. • 

Voice of the mighty deep, 

Piercing the drowsy night. 
Thou scarest the gentle sleep, 

Whose pinions will not light 
Where thou intmdest busy thought, 
With depths dark as thy secrets fraught. 

Thy mystic sounds I hear, 

Peal of unwonted things.; 
Of wonders far and near 

The hollow music rings. 
Its notes borne wild around the world. 
Where'er thy dark-blue waves are curled. 

Oh, no, I cannot sleep, 

Thou vast and glorious sea ! 
While thou dost thus the vigil keep 

Of thy great majesty, 
I think God's image near me is, 
In all its awful mysteries. 

Thou art a spirit, Ocean, thou I — 

Giant of earth and air, 
Spanning the universe ; and now, 

While making music here, 
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Ten thoaiand leagues afar iky wiKva 
Rolling upon an empire's grave I 

Thy arm tbat shads:ea me Bere 

Thunders upon tbe shore 
Of North, and South, and central sphere, 

Fuego, Labrador; 
From flaming Equinox to frigid Pole, 
Belting the earth thy waters roli-^ 
Engulpbing moantains at a srweep 

Beneath their angry sway, 
Or raising islands from the deep 

In their triumphant way, 
, Or murm'ring sweet round Scran isfes. 
In cadence soft as beauty's smiles* 

Tis mfdnigbt !— earth and air 

Are bashed in lair and nest-- 
Thy energy from tfay long birth 

Hath never needed rest : 
Thou dost not tire — thou feel'st not toil, — 
Thou art not formed, like me, of soiL 

Why dost thou thunder so? 

What in thy deeps profound. 
Thus a» a strong man with hi& S^e, 

Gives out that angry sound ? 
On earth no foe can ever be. 
Prince of creation, worthy thee f 

Age thou hast never known — 

Thou shalt be young and free^ 
1^11 God command thee give thine own. 

And all is dumb save thee ; 
And haply when the sun is blood, 
Unchanged shall be thy mighty flood. 

I will not grudge my sleep 

Upon thine own vast shore, 
Since though I am too mean, O Deep ! 

To check thy angry roar, 
Proud sea!, the wandVings of my mind 
May leave thy depths and world behind I 

New Monthly Magazine, 
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APRIL derives its name from aperire, to open^ 
because the earth then appears to open to new pro- 
ductions. Taurus is the sign of this months to sig- 
nify^ that at this season^ the Sun, passing through 
that sign^ increases incessantly in force and heat. 

iElemarikable Ba^0 

In APRIL 1828. 
1.— AIX. or AUL.D fools' DAY. 

For an account of customs on this day^ poetical 
jeux d' esprit y &c. see our former volumes. 

The firjst day of Aprils among the Frencb, is occu- 
pied in making pretended keepsakes or presents^ and 
in performing sundry pleasant tricks : each peisoa 
tries to deceive the other, whether by sending pack- 
ets filled with straw or other useless things, or in 
prevailing on persons to go to houses where they are 
not wanted, &c. &c. Among the most ancient peo- 
ple, and indeed with all, till the seventeenth century, 
the year commenced at the Spring Equinox ; and, as 
we have already seen, it was the practice to make 
presents at the commencement of the year, conse- 
quently this custom was formerly practised on the 
1st of April ; but when thisi&onth became the fourth 
in the Calendar, ttie etrennes or gifts were carried 
back to the 1st of January ; accordingly, in April, 
nothing but pretended presents and mock congra- 
tulations were made to deceive those who still be- 
lieved that the 1st of April was the first day of the 
new year ; hence, probabty, the origin of those sleeve- 
less errands and worthless presents which are the 
usual attendants of the 1st of April. The persons 
whose credulity is thus imposed on, are called Pots- 
sons d'Avrily or April Fish. 
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3. — RICHARD, Bishop. 
He was consecrated Bishop of Chichester in the 
year 1245, and died on this day in 1253. See our 
former volumes^ and particularly T. T. for 1824, p. 91. 

3. MAUNDY THURSDAY. 

Annually, on this day, the lord almoner, or the sub- 
almoner, relieves at Whitehall as many poor men and 
as many poor women as agree with the years in the 
king's age. This practice was instituted by Edward 
III, in the year 1363. 

4. GOOD FRIDAY. 

Holy Friday, or the Friday in Holy Week, was its 
more ancient and general appellation ; the name Oood ^ 
Friday is peculiar to the English church. — Some 
singular customs, on this day, are recorded in T.T. for 
18!^, p. 69. See also our last volume, pp. 94*100, 
on the ^ Commutation of Penances' ; and on customs 
in Portugal and at Jerusalem. 

Hymn/ot Good Friday. 

[By H. n. Milman.] 

Bound upon th* accursed tree, 
Faint and bleeding, who h He ? 
By the eyes so pale and dim. 
Streaming blood, and writhing limb, 
By the flesh with scourges torn. 
By the crown of twisted thorn, 
By the side so deeply pierced, 
By the baffled burning thirst. 
By the drooping death«dewed brow, 
Son of MiiN ! 'tis Thou, 'tis Thou ! 

Bound upon th' accursed tree. 
Dread and awful, who is He ? 
By the sun at noonday pale, 
ShiY'ring rocks, and rending Yeil, 
By earth that trembles at His doom. 
By yonder saints who burst their tomb, 
By £den, promised ere He died 
To the felon at his side. 
Lord ! our suppliant knees we bow. 
Son of God ! ^tis Thou, 'tis Thou ! 
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Boand upon th* ftccarsed tree, 
Sad and dying, who is He ? 
By the last and bitter cry ; 
The ghost giv'n up in agony ; 
By the lifeless body laid 
In the chamber of the dead ; 
By the mourners come to weep 
Wiiere the bones of Jesus sleep ; 
<3rucified ! we know Thee now ; 
Son of Man ! 'tis Thou, 'tis Thou ! 

Bound upon th' accursed tree, 
Dread and awful, who is He ? 
By the prayer for them. that slew, 
* Lord ! they know not what they do 1* 
By the spoiled and empty grave, 
By the souls He died to save. 
By the conquest He hath won. 
By the saints before His throne. 
By the rainbow round His brow. 
Son of God ! 'tis Thou i 'tis Thou ! 

Bp. Heher's Ifynim^ 
4. SAINT AMBROSE^ 

Bishop of Mil€ui, died on this day in the year 397. 
For aa account of his writings the reader may con** 
suit Cave and Pupin. 

6. EASTER DAY* 

An account of some very carious early English 
customs^ on this day, will be found in our volume for 
1826, p. 73. 

In the. week preceding. Easter, in France, baskets fall of eggs 
boiled hard, of ^ red or violet colour, are seen in the streets, and 
the children amuse themselves in playing with, and afterwards 
eating them. In Egypt, at this period, the cattle and trees were 
coloured red, because say they, at this time, the world was once 
on fire. The e^g placed on the paschal table of the Jews was a sym« 
bol of thjB dimtioB of the human -race, and of their snocessive ge- 
neration; the egg entered into all tlie mysterious ceremonies 
called apocalyptic ; and the Persians, who present eggs at the com- 
mencement of the new year, know that the egg is the symbol of 
the world ; and whether the Christians, whose year commenced 
at Easter till IS^S^ have borrowed the custom of presenting eg^^s 
to children from the Persians, or from the paschal ceremonies of 
the Jews, there is little doubt that the red colour given to them, 
is derived from the Jews and the Egyptians. Throughout the 
country of Bonneval, on the day preceding Easter Sunday, i|nd 
during the first days of that week, the clerks of the difiefent 

H 
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parishes, the beadles, and certain artisans, as those who were con- 
stantly employed in constructing the implements of agriculture, 
or in making or mending harness for the horses, went about from 
house to house, to ask for their ' Easter Eggs.' In many places, 
the children make a sort offcast at breakfast time on Easter Day» 
with red or ffellow eggs. The following custom on Easter Day 
is general throughout France : On this day, the different me- 
chanics, such as the smith, the wheel-wright, the shepherd, the 
ferryman, the miller, &c. go to their customers and ask for eggs, 
which are ne?er refused; the children of the village also proceed 
on the same errand, and have red eggs given to them. This kind 
of begging is called les rovliegj or going the rounds. 

7> 8. EASTER MONDAY and TUESDAY. 

An accountof some carious cnstoms^ on these days, 
in different parts of England, will be found in T. T. 
for 1822, p. 107r see also our volume for 1828, p. 76. 

Votive Ceremony at Poitiers on Easter Monday. 

A few years since, it was proposed by some pious 
people to re-eslablisb a custom suspended by theRevo- 
lution, and which first took place in the year 1202, on 
the occasion of the ' miracle of the keys.' At first every 
year, and afterwards every two years, it was the 
custom on Esister Monday for the lady of the mayor, 
accompanied by all the wives of the members of the 
corporation (long since composed of a hundred indi- 
viduals, that is, a mayor, twenty-four aldermen, and 
seventy-five citizens) to go, in the name of the civic 
body, after vespers, and to offer, with flowers, a rich 
new mantle to the statue of the Virgin, which they 
put on the image, in the presence of the Cur6 of 
Notre-Dame, and all his clergy who received the 
cortege at the door of the church. During the pro- 
cession, a remarkable etiquette was preserved, — that 
of the women giving the right side to the men. In 
the evening, there was a grand ball and supper at the 
mayor's hou^e. 

Fite of the Egg9 ai La Mottedu Poic^rd.<^Thi8 is an ancient 
Druidieal Barrow, situated at a short distance from Dieppe, in 
the midst of a plain covered with corn ; the F^te was held 
annually, on Easter Monday, and was only abolished at the timb 
of the Revolution. A crowd of persons of both sexes came 
from the neighbouring Tillages, and met together round the 
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Barrow, formiBg what is called, in this iMNintry, an aumbly, A 
handred eggs were pat into a basket, and placed at the foc^ of 
the eminence ; one of the troop, now united in a circle, took an 
eggf which he saccessively carried to the top of the mound, till 
they were all placed there ; he then brought them back, one by 
one^ till they were replaced in the basket. In the mean time, 
another man belonging to the same assembly ran the eggs (as it 
is called), that is. went as fast as legs would carry himtoBacque- 
▼ilie, a large Tillage, about a mile and a quarter from the spot ; 
<ind if he returned before the hundredth egg was replaced in the 
basket, he gained the prize of the coarse, consisting of a hogs« 
head of cider, Vhich he afterwards distributed among his friends. 
The whole a^stfmbly now gave themselves up to rejoicing and 
amusement, and danced in a ring, round the pile, representing a 
chain without end. The egg figured, in this rural fite, in memory 
of the serperit-egg consecrated by the Druids ; it was also an 
emblem of the year, as is attested by the accounts of many re- 
ligious cereitionies in difierent nations. 

*7. 1827. REBECCA FURY DIED, JET. 140 ! 

She was a black woman, and resided at Falmouth 
in Jamalica; her extraordinary age has been correctly 
traced from the deeds of her owners. Rebecca re- 
tained her reason entire to the last. 

13. — LOW SUNDAY. 

It was a custom among the primitive Christians, 
on the first Sunday after Easter-day, to repeat soine 
part of the solemnity of that grand festival ; whence 
this Sunday took the name o{ Low-Hunday^heing ce- 
lebrated as a feast, though in a lower degree. 

19. SAINT ALPHEGE, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, was stoned to death at 
Greenwich, A.D. 1012. 

*22. 1827. ^T. ROWLANDSON DIED, iET, 70. 

It is not generally known, that, however coarse 
and slight may be the generality of his humorous 
and political etchings, many of which were the care- 
less effusions of a few hours, his early works were 
wrought with care ; and his studies from the human 
figure, at the Royal Academy, were scarcely inferior 
to those of the justly admired Mortimer. 

From ttie versatility of his talent, the fecundity of 
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his iinagiiifttioo, the grace and elegance with whioh 
he could desigfn his groups, added to the almost mi* 
racnlous despatch with which he supplied his patrons 
with conopositions upon every subject, it has been the 
theme of regiet among his friends, that he was not 
more careful of his reputation. Had he pursued the 
course of art steadily, he might have become one of 
(he greatest historical painters of the age. His style, 
which was purely his own, was most original. He 
drew a bold outline with the reed-pen/ in a tint com* 
posed of vermilion and Indian-ink, washed in the 
general effect in chiaro-scuro, and* tinted the whole 
with the proper colours. This manner,, though slight, 
in many instances was most effective : and it is known, 
on indubitable authority, that Sir Joshua Reynold^ 
and Mr. West have each declared, that some of his 
drawings would have done honour to Rubens, or any 
of the greatest masters of design of the old schools. 
For many years (for he was too idle to seek new 
employment), his kind friend, and, it may justly be 
added, his best adviser, Mr. Ackermann, supplied him 
with ample subjects for the exercise of his talent. The 
numerous works which his pencil illustrated, are ex- 
isting evidence of this. Many suggestions for plates 
for new editions of Uiose popular volumes, ' The 
Travels of Dr. Syntax,' ' The Di^nce of Death,' • 
' The Dance of Life,' and other well-known pro- 
ductions of the versatile pen of the late, ingenious 
Mr. Coombe, will long remain the mementos of his 
graphic humour. 

23. — SAINT GEORGE, 

The patron Saint of England.— See T.T. for 1821, 
p. 107. The King's birth-day is kept on this day, 
being his name-day, in imitation of the custom in 
Catholic countries. 

25. SAINT MARK. 

This Evangelist wrote his gospel about the year i 
eS. He died in the 8th year of Nero, and was 
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buried at Alexandria. The custom of sittmg and 
watching in the church-porch, on St. Mark's Eve, still 
exists in some parts of the north of England. A 
curions narrative, by Mr. Gervas Hoiks, relative to 
this day, we extract from the Lansdoume MSS. in the 
Briti^ Museum, No. 207 ("cj, fol. 866. 

Id the yeare 1634 two men (iobabitatits of Burton co.Linc.) 
agreed betwixt themsehes upon St, Marked Eve at nigbt, to 
watch in tbe Church porch at Burton to try whether or noe (ac- 
eordiiig to the ordinary beleife amongst the common people) they 
should see tbe Spectra's of Phantasmes of those persons which 
shoald dy in that Parish the yeare following. To this intent (having 
finrt performed the usuall ceremonies and superstition) late in the 
night the moone shining then very bright, they repayred to the 
Church porch and there seated themselves, continuing there till 
neare twelve of the clock. About w^^ time (growing weary with 
expectation, and partly w^^ feare) they resolved to depart, but 
were held fast by a kind of insensible violence, not being able to 
moYe afoot. About midnight, upon a suddaine (as if the moone 
had beene Ecclipst) they were environed with a blacke darknes: 
I mediately after a kinde of light as if it had beene a resultancy 
from torches : Then appearescomming towards the Church porch, 
the minister of the place with a booke in his hand, and after him 
one in a winding Sheet, wbome they both knew to resemble one 
of their nei hours. The church dores imediately fly open, and 
thorough passe the Apparitions, and then the dores clap to agaiue. 
Then they seeme to heare a muttering, as it were of the buriall 
service, with a ratling of bones and noise of earth, as in the filling 
up of a grave : Snddainly a still silence, and imediately after, ye 
apparition of the Curate againe with another of their ueibours 
following in a winding sheet and to a thirde, fourth and fifth, every 
one attended with tbe same circumstances as the first. These all 
passed away, there ensued a serenity of the Sky, the moone shi* 
ning bright as at the first, they themselves being restored to their 
former liberty to walke awayw^^ they did, sufficiently afirighted. 
The next day they kept within dores and met not together, being 
both of them exceeding ill, by reason of the afirightment w^h had 
terrified them the night before. Then they conferred their Notes 
and both of them could very well remember the circumstances of 
every passage. Three of the apparitions they well knew to resem- 
ble 3 of their neibours ; but the fourth (which seemed an infant) 
and the fifth(like an olde man) they could not conceave any resem- 
blance of. After this they confidently reported to every one what 
they had done and seene; and in order designed to death, those 
three of their neighbours w^^ came to passe accordingly. Shortly 
after their deathes, a woman in y<^ toune was delivered of a childe 

h2 
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j^eh died likewiiie. So that now there wanted but one (the old« 
man) to accomplish their praediction. Which likewise came tp 
passe after this manner. In that winter about mid January, began 
a sharp and long frosty during the continuance of which some of 
Sir John Munson^s freindes in Cheshire having some occasion of 
entercourse with him, dispatch away afoot messenger (an ancient 
man) with letters to him. This man travelling this bitter weather 
over the mountaynes in Derbyshire was neare fretisht with colde, 
yet at last he arrived at Burton w^^ his Irs, where within a day or 
two he died, and these men so soone as ever they- see him, said 
peremptorily that he was the man whose apparition they see, aiid 
Aat doubtles he would dy before he returned, wc*» accordingly he 
did. 

In the cause of Barker v. Ray in Chancery, Au- 
gust 2, 1827, a deponent swore that a woman named 
Ann Johnson, and also called 'Nanny Nunks/ went 
to the deponent, and said to her, ' I'll tell you what I 
did to know if I could have Mr. Barker. On St. 
Mark's Night I ran round a haystack nine times, with 
a ring in my hand, calling out, '^ Here's the sheath, 
but Where's the knife ?" And when I was running 
round the ninth time, I thought I saw Mr. Barker 
coming home ; but he did not come home that night, 
but was brought from the Blue Bell, at Beverley, the 
next day.' — Some customs at Venice, on St. Mark's 
Day, are desgribed in our last volume, p. 102. 

CHARACTER OF K. HENRY VIII. A.D. 1519. 

Whenever the Council of the Senate of Venice sent 
an ambassador to a foreign country, in former times, 
they ordered him to study and report to them upon 
the circumstances of the State to which he was sent, 
its geographical condition, population, wealth, and 
various relations ; with all that he could learn of Che 
personal characters, not only of the sovereign, but of 
the principal members of his court. The following 
was the description which Sebastiano Giustiniam, 
the Venetian resident in England in 1519, gave to 
the Council of the person and manners of King 
Henry the Eighth. 

* His Majesty is about twenty-nine years of ag6> 
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as handsome as nature could form him above any 
other Christian prince ; handsomer by far than the 
King of France. He is exceeding fair ; and as well 
proportioned in every part as is possible. When he 
learned that ttie King of France.wore a beard^ he al* 
lowed his also to grow ; which being somewhat red, 
has at present the appearance of bieing of gold. He i« 
an excellent musician and composer ; an admirable 
horseman and wrestler. He possesses a good know* 
ledge of the French, Latin, and Spanish languages ; 
and is very devout. On the days in which he goes 
to the chace, he hears mass three times ; but on 
other days lie goes as often as five times. He has, 
every day, service in the Queen's chamber at vespers 
and compline. He is uncommonly fond of the chace, 
and never indulges in this diversion without tiring 
eight or ten horses. These be has stationed at the 
different places where he purposes to stop. When 
one is fatigued, he mounts another ; and, by the time 
he returns home, they have all been used. He takes 
great delight in bowling, and it is the pleasantesl 
sight in the world to see him engaged in this exer- 
cise, with his fair skin covered with a beautifully fine 
shirt. He plays with the hostages of France, and 
it is said that they sport from six to eight thousand 
ducats in a day. Affablb and benign, he offends no 
one. He has often said to the Ambassador, he wish- 
ed that every one was content with his condition* 
*' We are coiitent with our islands." He is very de- 
sirous of preserving peace; and possesses great 
wealth.^ 

This seems the character to which Henry the 
Eighth was really entitled in his earlier years ; and it 
is corroborated no whete more frequently than in the 
Letters of Erasmus and his friends. The business 
of the divorce seems to have first roused the more 
angry passions of his nature. Wolsey perceived, and 
felt them^ as we learn from the description of his 
Master which he gave^ in his last moments, to Sir 
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William Kyngeston. ' He is sure a prince of a royal 
courage, and hath a princely heart ; and rather than 
he will either miss or want any part of his will or ap- 
petite, he will put the loss of one half of his realm 
in danger. ^ For I assure you I have often kneeled 
before him in his privy chamber on my knees, the 
space of an hour or two, to persuade him from his 
will and appetite : but I could never bring to pass to 
dissuade him therefrom. Therefore, Master King- 
ston, if it chance hereafter you to be one of his privy 
counsell, as for your wisdom and other qualities ye 
are meet to be, I warn you to be well advised and 
assured what matter ye put in his bead, for ye shall 
never put it out again.'— Ellis's Original Let- 
ters, Second Series, vol. i, p. 177, 178. 

^dtronomteal (^Occurrences 

In APRIL 1828. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Taurus at 14 m. past 3 in the morn- 
ing of the 20th of this month. He will also be eclipsed 
on the 14th, but the eclipse will be invisible in this 
country. The conjunction will take place at 17| m. 
past 9 in the morning, in longitude 24° 23i', Moon's 
latitude being 6^' south. He will be centrally 
eclipsed on the meridian at 24 m. after 9, in longitude 
38°58f east, and latitude 18<> 2G north. He will 
also rise and set, during the same period, as in the 
following 

TABLE 

Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

April 1st, Sun rises 84 m. after 5. Sets 26 m. past 6 



6th .... 


.... «4p •«.... o .... So . . . 


... 6 


nth .... 


•••. 15 & .... 45 ... 


... 6 


16th .... 


.... 6 ••..•• 5 «... 55 ••. 


... 6 


21st .... 


.... 66 4 ..-. 4 ... 


... 7 


•vin . . . . 


.. «.. 40 ••.••• 4 .... li ••. 


... t 
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•Equation of Time. 
It is well known that one of the readiest ways of 
regulating a clock, in many places, is by means of a 
^ood sun-dial. Tliis is to be done by employing the 
numbers as directed in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Eqtiation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Tuesday, April Istf to the time by the dial ocfd 3 54> 

Sunday.... 6th 2 25 

Friday .... 11th ^.... ^, 1 

Wednesday 16th, from the time by the dial ««&. 16 

Monday .. 2l9t 1 23 

Saturday . . 26th 2 20 

If the day be intermediate to those in the Table, 
or the time be any other than noon, the number to be 
added to, or subtracted from, the time giveA by the 
dial, must be found by proportion. 

Lunar Phenomena, 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter 7th day, at 6 m. after 12 at noon 

New Moon. .14th • 18 in the mornins^ 

First Quarter 22d 18 6 

Full Moon. . 29th ...... 44 .....;. . )0 at ntght. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 

The following transits of the Moon will afford op- 
portunities for observation this month, should the 
weather prove favourable: viz. 

April 6th,' at 67 m. after 4 tn the morning 

7th .. 64> 5 

8th .• 61 6 

9th .. 46 7 

10th .. 40 8 

11th .. 38 

19th . . 17 4 in the afternoon 

20lh .. 5 5 

21st .. 62 6 

22d .. 87 6 

23d .. 22 7 in the evening 

24lh .. 6 8 

2dth . . 61 •••••. o .•••..•••.•4 

26th .. 36 9 

27th .. 28 ...;..10 
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Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 

The foUowiDg are the times of high tide at London 
Bridge on certain days of this month : for other days 
and other places^ the times must be obtained as 
already directed. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 

Morning. J^ftemoon. 

April 1st, at 46 m. after 9 4iii. after4 

6th .. 8 6 88 6 

llth .. 47 11 

16th •• 86 •• 3 ••••••• .49 •••••• 8 

21st •• 41 •••••••• 6 • 6 • 7 

26th •• 23 •••••••.11 ••••••••62 ..•..•11 

Phenomena Planetarum. 

Phases of Venus. 

The following is the proportion of these phases at 
the commencement of this month : viz. 

A«-si i.»i Illuminated part = 8-58622 
ApnlUtjlj^^j^p^^^ * ^^ 8.4,878 

Eclipses of Jupiter*s Satellites. 
The following eight eclipses of the first and second 
of these small bodies will be visible at the Royal 
Observatory, this month : — 

Immersions. 

. First Sftteliite 6th day, at 46 m. 68 s. after 8 in the morning 

6th 14 .. 28 lOatnight 

14th 8 • . 23 in the morning 

21st 2 .. 25 2 

26th 56 •• 31 3 

29th 26 •• 1 10 at night 

Second Satellite 8th 41 . • 80 in the morning 

16th 16 •• 26 8 • 

Form of Saturn's Ring. 
The relative proportion of the two axes of this ring, 
at the commencement of the present month, are, viz^ 

A «r;i io»3> Transverse axis = 1000 
April 181^ Conjugate axis = — 0-462 

Conjunction of the Moon unth the Planets and Stars. 



April 2d, ivith Jupiter at 8 in the evening 
8th . • • • |3 in Capricorn at noon 
29th . . • • Jupiter at 11 atnight. 
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Other Phenomena. 

Saturn will be in quadrature at 30 m. past 11 in 
the morning of the 3d of this month ; Mercury will 
attain his greatest elongation on the 14th ; Georgium 
Sidus will be in quadrature at 10 in the morning of 
the 22A ; and Jupiter will be in opposition at a quarter 
past 10 in the evening of the 29th. 



To the preceding Occurrences^ we shall add the 
following poetical description of Evenings the intro- 
duction of which requires no apology : — 

Evening. 

I come, I come, when the ranbeams fall 
'Neath the blue sea waye, to their crystal hall ; 
When the distant shadows are dark and dim, 
And I hear the breath of the twilight hymn ; 
And the dove's low wail, and the vesper star. 
Call me away from my home afar. 

I come when the mists of the closing day 
Have veiled the earth and the ocean spray; 
When each bird and bee are gone to rest, 
And the daylight fades in the glowing west, 
And the flowers have folded their leaves of bloom 
From the darkling night, and its hoars of gloom. 

I come o'er the earth — but mine hour is brief, — 
I shed the young dew on each fragrant leaf, — 
I lull the dark winds to a dreary rest. 
And the waves flow smooth on the ocean's breast. 
And the woods they whisper a tranquil sigh, 
While echo repeats their melody. 

All these are mine, and, ah ! more than these ; 
But I must afar o'er the twilight seas ; 
For the night is come with her starry train— 
The young moon is shedding her light again. 
And a voice is singing from yonder dell,^— 
It calls me away — farewell ! farewell ! 

Literary Magnet. 
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Cf^e ilatutaligrs Btarp '^ 

For APRIL 1828. 

Who has branched out, and with admirable judgment disposed, a 
varletyof aqueducts for that immense collection of waters which float 
in the skyt Who distributes those pendulous floods through all the 
borders of the earth? Distributes them not Id dreadful cataracts, or 
promiscuous gluts of rain ; but in kindly drops and refreshing showers, ^ 

with as much regularity and economy as if they were conveyed by 
pipes'fi'om a^odduit? To whom shall we ascribe that nioeness of 
contrivance, which now emits, now restrains them : sometimes drivef 
their humid train to one place, sometimes to another : dispenses them 
to this soil in larger, to that in smaller communications : and, ia a ^ 

word, so manages the mighty fluid, that every spot is supplied in 
exact proportion to its want ; noae destroyed by an undistinguished 
deluge ? — HBRVEY. 

Th ESE questions wUI find a willing response in every > 
bosom. None but an Omnipotent Power could 
have devised the beautiful arrangement of this all- 
fructifying fluid, and have sent the blessings of water " 
in the shape of kindly showers ' to refresh the fiice of 
the earth/ and * fill all things living with plenteous- 
ness/ The alternate varieties of gentle rain and ex- ^ 
hilarating sunshine greatly enhance the beauties of 
this montih of promise— budding leaves, tender grass, 
and elegant blossoms^ complete the landscape of Na- 
ture for April. 

7V*c Spring Shower. 

Away to that snug nook ; for the thick shower 

Rushes on stridingly. Ay, now it conies, ^ 

Glancing about the leaves with its first dips, 

Like snatches of faint music. ^ Joyous thrush, 

It mingles with thy song, and beats soft time ^ 

To thy bubbling shrillness. Kow it louder falls, 

Pattering, like the far voice of leaping rills ; 

And now it breaks upon the shrinking clumps 

With a crash of many sounds — the thrush is still. 

There are sweet scents about us ; the violet hides 

On that green bank ; the primrose sparkles there : 

The earth is grateful to the teeming clouds. 

And yields a sudden freshness to their kisses. j 

But now the shower slopes to the warm west. 
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Leairing a dewy track ; and see, the bi^ drops, 
Liiie falling pearls, glisten in the sunny mist. 
The air is elear again, and the far woods 
Shine ont in their early green. - Lef s onward then. 
For the first blossoms peep about our path ; 
The lambs are nibbling the short dripping grass. 
And the birds are on the bushes. 

Kniffhfs Quarterly Maguzhiem 

In this monlhy the business of creation seems re- 
sumed. The vital spark rekindles in dormant exist- 
ences ; and all things * live, and move, and have their 
being/ The earth puts on her livery, to await the 
call of her lord ; the air breathes gently on his cheek, 
and conducts to his ear the warblings of the birds, 
and the odours of new-bom herbs and flowers ; th6 
great eye of the world * sees and shines' with bright 
and gladdening glances ; the waters teem with life ; 
man himself feels the revivifying and all-pervading 
influence ; and his 

Spirit holds communion sweet 
With the brighter spirits of the sky. 

The feathered tribe are now busily employed in 
constructing their temporary habitations, and in rear- 
ing and maintaining their young. But what admi- 
rable providence is that, observes M. Chateaubriand, 
which is displayed in the nests of birds ? 

Who can contemplate, without emotion, this divine beneficence, 
which bestows ingenuity on the weak, and foresight on the care- 
less ? No sooner have the trees expanded their first blossoms, than 
a thousand diminutive artisans begin their labours on every side. 
These convey long straws into the hole of an ancient wail, those 
construct buildings in the windows of a church ; others rob the 
horse of his hair, or carry ofi^ the wool torn by the jagged thorn 
from the back of the sheep. There, wood-cutters cross small 
twigs in the waving summit of a tree ; here, spinsters collect silk 
upon a thistle. A thousand palaces are reared, and every palace 
is a nest; each nest witnesses, charming metamorphoses; fij-st a 
brilliant e^^, then a young one covered with down. This tender 
nurseling becomes fledged ; his mother instructs him by degrees 
to rise up on his bed. He soon acquires strength to perch on the 
edge of his cradle, from which he takes the first survey of nature. 

I 
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With mins^d teiyor aod tfUBSport* b^<teoptdow«iamomf kis bro- 
thers and siatera, who have not yet beheld this mag^Difioent spec- 
tacle ; but, sammoned hyt the w»iee ef bis parents, he rises a se- 
cond time from his couch ; and this youth&l monarch of the air, 
whose head is still enciicled by Uie crown of infoncy, already ven- 
tares to contemplate the undnlating sommits of the pines, and the 
abysses of verdure beneath the paternal oak. Encouraged by his 
mother^ he trusts himself upon the branch, and, after this first step, 
all nature is his own. And yet, while the forests r^oice to see 
their new guest attempt bis trst flight through the atmoftphere, an 
aged bird, who feels his strength forsake him, aUghts beside the 
current : there, solitary and resigned, be patiently awaits death 
on the brink of the same stream where he sung his loves, and be- 
neath the trees which still bear his nest with his harmonious pos- 
terity. 

Thia is the proper plaee for remarking another law of Nature. 
In the class of small birds, the eggs are commonlv painted with 
one of the colours of the male, llie bullfinch builds in the haw- 
thorn, the gooseberry, and other bushes of our gardens ; her egga 
are slate-coloured, like the plumage of her back. We recolkeol 
having ence found one eC these nests in a rose-bush ; it resembtod 
a shell of mother-of-pearl, containing four blue gems : a rose, 
bathed in the dews of morning, was suspended above it: the male 
bullfinch sat motionless on a neighbouring shrub, like a flower of 
purple and azure* These objects were reflected in the water of 
a stream, together with the shade of an aged walnut-tree, which 
aerved aa a back-ground to the scene, and behind which appear-' 
ed the mddy tints of Aurora. In this Utile picture, the Almighty 
conveyed to us an idea of the graces with which he has decked all 
nature. 

Among the larger birds, the law reapecting the colour of the f^ 
varies ; it is gui<fed by more important harmonies^ in proportion 
to the vigour of the animal to which it belongs. We suspect that, 
in general, the egg is white among those birds the male of which 
has several females,, or among those whose plumage has no fixed, 
colour for the species. In the classes which frequent the waters 
and the forests, and build their nests^ the one on the sea, the other 
in the summits of lofty trees, the egg is, generally, of a blueish 
green, and, if we may be allowed the expression, of the same tint 
as the elements by which it is surrounded. Certain birds, which 
reside on the tops of ancient towers and in deserted steeples, have 
eggs green, like ivy, or reddish, like the old buildings they inha- 
bit It is, therefore, a law, which may be considered as invariable, 
that the bird displays, in her egg, the livery of her loves, and the 
emblem of her manners and of her destinies. By the mere inspec- 
tion of thi^ brittle monument, we are enabled to tell to what tribe 
it belonged, what were its costume, its manners, and its habits; 
if it passed days of danger on the aeas, or if, more happy, it led a 
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pAstorai life ; if it was tame tnr Wikl, and iniHibited tbe nMatatain 
or the valley* The antiquary of tfaefbreats h Gondacted by a sci* 
ence mach less eqaiYocaJ than the antiquary of eitiiss: a scathed 
oak, with all its mosses, proctaima moch more plainly the hand 
that gave it exi«t«nce» timn a ruined column deckm by what ar- 
chitect it was reared. Among men, tombs are the records of their 
history ; Nature, on thocontmy, fixes her impress only upon life; 
she requires neither granite nor marble to perpetuate what she 
writes. Time has destroyed the annals of the sovereigns of Mem- 
phis on their funereal pyramids ; but has he been able to efface a 
single letter of the Ustory engraved on the egg-shell of the Egyp- 
tian Ibis? 

The arrival of the swallow, about the middle of this 
moath^ foretels the approach of summer. An imte- 
resting account of flie cliff-swailow of America, by 
iMckn Buonaparte, may be seen in out* laist volume^ 
p. 118. 

After the swallow, the next bird that appears is the 
nightingalef whose praises have been cnaunted by 
poets of every cliine, and have occupied many a page 
in this month's Diary of our previous volilflrea^. In 
our climate, the nightingale seldom sings above six 
weeks, generally commencing the last week in April. 
That beautifal bird, the wryneck, next makes its 
appearance, preceding^ the cuckoo by a few days,— 
whose note that tells of th^ advancing Spring, and its 
floral pleasures, is hailed with delight by every lovet 
of Nature. 

Breathings of Spaing. 
What waks't thou, Spring ?— sweet voices in^e woods, 
And reed-like echoes that have long been mute ; 
. Thou bringest back, to fill the solitudes, 
The lark's clear pipe, the tuckoo*s viewless fldt^. 
Whose tone seems breathing mdurttHilness or glee, 

£v'n as oul- hearts may be* 
And the leaves greet thee, Spring ! — the joyous leaves. 
Whose tremblings gladden many a copse and glade. 
Where each young spray a rosy flush receives^ 
When thy sooth wind hath pierced the whispery shade, 
And happy murmurs, running through the grass, 
Tell that thy footsteps pass. 

' 6«€ a pUiRsiog poetical tribute, by Mary Howltt, in our last vo- 
lume, p. 152. 
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Aod the bright waters, — they too hear thy call ; — 
Spring, the awakener !^-thoii hast burst their sleep ; 
Amidst the hollows of the rocks their fall 
Makes melody, and in the forests deep, 
Where sudden sparkles and blue gleams betray 
Their sudden windings to the day. 

And flowers — the fairy-peopled world of flowers ! 
Thou from the dust hast set that glory free, 
Colouring the cowslip with the sunny hours, 
And pencilling the wood anemone : 
Silent they seem, yet each, to thoughtful eye, 
Glows with mute poetry. 

But what awak'st thou in the heart, O Spring ? 
The human heart with all its dreams and sighs ? 
Thou that gi?'st back so many a buried thing. 
Restorer of forgotten harmonies ! 
Fresh songs and scents break forth where'er thou art — 
What wnk'st thou in the heart ? 

Vain longingpi for the dead !— why come they back 
With thy young birds, and leaves, and living blooms? 
Oh ! is it not, that from thine earthly, track 
Hope to the world may look beyond the tenths ? 
Yes! gentle Spring; no sorrow dims thine air. 
Breathed by our loved ones there ! 

New Monthly Magazine. 

The other summer birds of passage, which arrive 
this month, make their appearance in the following 
order : the ring-ousel ; the redstart, frequenting old 
walls and ruinous edifices ; the yellow wren, the swift, 
the whitethroat' ; the grasshopper lark, the smallest 
of the lark kind; and the willow wren, which, as well 
as'^the house-wren, destroys many pernicious insects. 

Various kinds of insects are observed in this month ; as the 
jumping spider, seen on garden walls ; and the webs of other 
species of spiders are found on the bushes, palings, and outsides 
of houses. The ItUus terrestris appears, and the death-watch 
beats early in the month. The wood-ant begins to construct its 
large conical nest. The shell-snail comes out in troops ; and the 
stinging-fly and the red-ant appear. The mole-cricket is the most 
remarkable of the insect tribe seen about this time. The blue 
flesh-fly, and the dragon-fly, are frequently observed towards the 
end of the month. The cabbage butteriSy, also, now appears. 
The black slug abounds at this season. (For the best mode of 

* A curious account of the whitethroat may be seen io our last vo- 
lume, p. 1:21./ 
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dtstroyifig ttven, see T. T. fbr 1881, p. 139.) Of tb« bMtle tHbis 
now on the wit^, the Seolytus destructor may be noticed for its 
extraordinary powers of injuring trees. The du^ of animals, at 
this seasofty stvttrms with miftute ColeopterU, Slaps mortisaga^ 
■apposed to \^ the Blatta of Pfiny, is foand, as edHy as April, In 
dark and dimip piaees, in obitrches, celiain, Ititch^ns, fee. It baa 
a very fetid scent, and, like the death's-head moth, has been regard- 
ed by the superstitious as an omen of misfortune. It is most te- 
nacious of life. B. obttua, so often confounded with B. morti- 
Mgoy is figured iti Plate 148 of Mr. Curtis'S British Em&fndlogy. 
A MHicata^ an iElgyptian spedos, Is employed by the Turks to ai- 
lefiate pain oC the ear, and to cure tile sting of the seorpimi. The 
Tarkifih women also oook this insect In butter, and eat it for the 
purpose of procuring that obesity so highly valued by their lords 
ana maAters.^For pani<;a1ait( of tare insects appearing ih this 
ittoBtb^ see our last rohiAie, pp. 1$4| 125. 

If the wedthet be mild, particnlarly.after a severe 
winter, it tiiay be considered as highly congenial to 
vegetation and horticultural operations. Nothing 
can be more certain, than that a late spring is better 
than an early one : neither are exetnpt from the frosts 
of May, but tb6s0 frosts do far less harm after a long 
and severe, than after a mild ivinter. The rapidity 
of vegetation is now astonishing and delightfhl ; every 
morning marks a striking difference : and a shower 
operates like magic. The buds of horse-chestnuts 
and sycamores, and (lie blossoms of poplars and elms,^ 
are so far expanded as, at a little distance, to take 
the character of masses of colonr ; and this effect, 
though only to be successfully represelited in painting . 
by colours in oil, is one of the gayest and most 
charming in verdant landscape, — it has all its own 
beauty, and all that hope and imagination can lend 
to it 

One of the botanical amusements of this season, is 
to watch the flowering of sOme of the more remark- 
able hardy exotic trees and shrubs. Among these, 
the Pyrus Japonica and Magnolm conspicua may 
be mentioned, as of great splendour and beauty. 
In the nursery of Mesdrs* Malcolm and Gray, at Ken- 
sington, there was, m Apriil827, a, Magnolia conspicua 
in flower, with 1100 blossoms on it> most of them as 

I 2 
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large as the largest tulips^ as white as wax, and of a 
honied fragrance. There are trees of the same kind 
at Wormlybury, Harringay, Sion Gardens, Cashio-* 
bury, and Kew, also worth seeing; and whoever has 
a garden, and can spare 7s. 6d., should possess a 
plant. 

In this month, the sloe puts forth its elegant flowers ; 
a host of others follow, among which may be named 
the ash, ground -ivy, and the box tree. The wild and 
garden-cherry, the plum^ gooseberry and currant 
trees, the sycamore, the apricot, and the nectarine, 
are in flower. The blossoms of the apple and pear 
present to the eye a most agreeable spectacle, par- 
ticularly in those counties which abound with or- 
chards. The almond-tree, whose blush-colour blos- 
soms make their appearance before any leaves are 
seen, i^ among the earliest of the flowering fruit- 
trees, and forms a splendid ornament to the shrub- 
bery in the months of March or April.— See a beau- 
tiful poem on this subject by Miss Landon, in T,T. 
for 1826, p. 115. 

The beech, the larch, and the elm, are now in full 
leaf. The larch also exhibits its red tufts or flowers, 
which soon expand into cones, and the fir tribe show 
fheir cones also. Many lovel^ flowers are showered 
from the lap of April ; among them may be named 
jonquil, anemone, ranunculus, polyanthus, and the 
cro^n-imperial. The double-white, the yellow, and 
some others of the earlier tulips, are fmly opened 
in this month ; but the more illustrious varieties will 
not blow for some weeks. 

On Planting a Tulip-Root. 

Here lies a bulb, the child of earth, 
Buried alive beneath the clod. 
Ere long to spring, by second birth, 
A new and nobler work of God. 

Tis said that microscopic pow'r 
Might tj^rongh its swaddling folds descry 
The infont-image of the flow'r, 
Too exquisite to meet the eye«, 
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This, vernal sans and rains will swell. 
Till from its dark abode it peep, 
Like Venas rising from her sbeli. 
Amidst the spring-tide of the deep. 

.Two shapely leaves will first unfold ; 
Then, on a smooth elastic stem. 
The verdant bud shall turn to gold, 
And open in a diadem. 

Not one of Flora*s brilliant race 
A form more perfect can display ; 
Art could not feign more simple grace. 
Nor Nature take a line away. 

Yet, rich as morn of many a hue, 

When flushing clouds through darkness strike. 

The tulip's petals shine in dew. 

All beautiful, — but none alike. 

King$, on their bridal, might unrobe 
To lay their glories at its foot; 
And queens their sceptre, crown, and globe, 
Exchange for blossom, stalk, and root. 

Here could I stand and moralize ; 
Lady, I leave that part to thee : 
Be thy next birth in Paradise, 
Thy life to come, eternity ! 

MONTGOMERY. 

. The yellow star of Bethlehem in woods ; the ver- 
nal squill among maritime rocks; and the wood- 
sorrel^ are now in flower. This and the wood ane- 
mone have both white blossoms, and inhabit shady 
woods. The marsh-marigold flowers early in the 
spring, and its brilliant blossoms make a very orna- 
mental appearance in moist meadows, and about 
rivers and brooks. 

The hedge banks are now studded with primroses, 
the bright fallow of whose flowers, beautifully con- 
lirasted with the surrounding green of the budding 
trees, offers a most agreeable spectacle to the lover 
of Spring scenery. Other flowers which adorn our 
fields at this time are the checqnened daffodil, the 
lady-smock^ the harebell, and the cowslip. 
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We subjoin some observations on the different 
times at which flowers appear^ and on their exqnisite 
odours, from Dr. Drummond's First Steps to Botany*. 

The timey at which flowers appear, varies according to their 
species, and hence we have some in blow, of one kind or another, 
throaghout the year. The boar of day, also, at which they ex- 
pand is various. Some burst from their confiaeuient in time to 
meet the dawn; some, as the water-lily, do not expand until 
noon ; and others, not till the western star sweetens with her 
beams the soft and deWy hour of twilight. Other plants, again, 
expand their flowers only In the night : such is the great nighty 
flowering Cerens, which spreads its large blossoms for a few 
hours, and then they close to open no more. Flowers often, 
however, expand and close repeatedly ; and we fiMd that their 
time of shutting is as regular as that of unclosing* In general, 
like 

The marigold, that goes to bed with the sun« 

And with him rises weeping, 

they shut with his sinking beam, and open again to congratulate 
his morning ray. Some close regularly at mid-day, in every kind 
of weather, and on this account the Goat^f-beard is vulgarly called 
* John go to bed at noon ;* others shut later, of wfaioh the Forked 
marvel of Peru is an example. It is, by the Dutch, at the Cape 
of Good Hope, called Vieruurs-hloem, that is, 'four o'clock 
flower/ because it invariably closes at that time. The same 
name is also given bv the Malays to another plant, but it, instead 
of shutting, opens at four in the afternoon, and as regularly closes 
at four in the tnorning. 

Flowers, in general, are very sensible to changes of weather, and 
shut up altogether, or partially, during rain, or when the sky is 

« This correct and elegant little work is entitled to the warmest 
commendation from every lover of botany, inasmuch as it is eminently 
calculated to facilitate the study 6f this interesting scienee nmoiig 
young persons. To the beginner it is invaluable ; his path is here 
literally strown with flowers, the subject being continualfy enlivened 
ami illustrated by numerous attractive wood^ents ( jadiciously tnter- 
spersed with the text), which are not only faithfi]^]y, but beautifall^ 
executed. . Dr. Drammond*s Botany, indeed, has already reached a 
second edition ; and, firom its being adapted to the uSe of both sexes 
we baVe no doabt, that it will very soon supersede eV|JhF slialfar work 
ofli the ftttbject. As Botany is, or ought to be, a bruich of gen«nil 
instruction in most respectable seminaries, particularly in those appro- 
priated to /emocfrs, we strongly recommend this work to the notice of 
•nperfntendanfs of education. We are sure, we shaH have their \mt 
thanki ft>r pointlfig oat to them sack an estimable and attraetive 
book. 
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obscured by clouds. The daisy offers a ready example of this 
phenomenon. We often see it in winter, or at least in very 
cold weather, expanding its snow-white rays, as if regardless of 
the season : yet it is very sensible to impressions from dew and 
rain. It regularly shuts after sun-set, to expand again, however, 
with the morning light, as is beautifully expressed by Leyden. 
Oft have I watehed thy closing buds at eve. 
Which for the partiog sun-beams seemed to grieve, 
And, when gay morniDg gilt the dew-bright plain, 
Seen them unclasp their folded leaves again. 

Should the weather become moist or rainy, the time is antici- 
pated. 

When evening brings the merry folding hoars. 
And sun-eyed daisies close their winking flowers. 

And then we may examine a whole field, and not find a daisy 
open ; unless those, indeed, whose flowering being nearly over, 
have, in consequence, lost their sensibility. 

Flowers are very attractive by the exquisiteness of their 
odours. The violet first emerges from the lap. of wintery and 
brea;tfaes her sweetness to the rough March winds. This little 
flower has in all ages been a favourite, and, in every counUy 
where it grows, is recognised as the emblem of modesty and inno- 
cence. Shakspeare speaks of 

Violets d\m. 

Bat sweeter than the lids of Juoo's eyes 
Or Cythereajs breath. 

And, indeed, scarcely a poet can be named who has ii(||^We^tly 
song of ,. 

The violet blue that on the moss bank grows. 
As the season advances, and the full power of vegetation 
awakes into action, every mead, thicket, lane, and hedge-row, 
gives out its perfumes, and is garnished with blossoms. But it 
18 in tropical countries that the animating fragrance of flowers is 
most exquisite. There, in the cool of the morning, or when the 
day declines, and the evening dews have begun to fall, the whole 
atmosphere is filled with balmy odours. The fragrance of the 
starry gardenia, or wild Cape jessamine, when in full blow, may 
be perceived, in the evening, at the distance of several miles. 
The scent of the swamp magnolia, or heaver tree, of North Ame- 
iica» is also, when in flower, perceived at a great distance. Kalm 
says the. whole air is filled with it, and that ' it is beyond descrip- 
tion agreeable to travel in the woods about that time, especially 
towards night.* — First Steps to Botany, p. 176, Second Edition. 
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Flowers and Fruits of Spring in Madeira, 

The author of ' Rambles in Madeira and Portugal 
in 1826;^' gives us the following account of Spring in 
the former country : — * April 3. We have lately had 
some days of violent rain ; and the weather has not 
as yet settled into that genial warmth and sunshine, 
which^ at MadeirayCommonly makes a fine day a matter 
of course. Our garden, however, is always beautiful; 
and at this season, every morning reveals to me some 
fair shrub or flower, which I had never known before, 
(or, if at all, only as the denizen of an English con- 
servatory or bot-house) putting forth its leaves or its 
blossoms to the sun. The Judas trees, with their 
swarm of pink, butterfly blossoms, are particularly 
conspicuous. The Selaodria (grandi-flora) too is be* 
ginning to develops its large white bells, but they are 
neither in shape nor hue so elegant as those of the 
Datura ; this last I am glad to see has not yet ex- 
hausted her stores. Some of the passion-flowers at 
present in bloom are very exquisite ; especially one 
of the scarlet kind — the flowers of which, wreathed in 
the dtffe hair of a young Hadeirense, forms one of 
the nf{>st efiective coronals I have seen. 

'You are not, however, sensible here of that chanjge, 
either in the air or in the face of things, which makes 
spring so delightful in England, 

When April starts, and wak^s aronnd 
The sleeping fragrance from the ground, 
And lightly o'er the living scene 
Scatters his freshest, tenderest green* 

'There is hardly any sense of this delightful vicissi- 
tude at Madeira : the year is one summer, with com^ 
paratively little alteration either of temperature or 
hoe ; and I have not as yet made up my mind which 
system of seasons I should prefer. We have had a 
profusion of flowers all the winter ; indeed, the tribe 
of roses has never been in such full and general glow 
as soon after we arrived in January : the trees then. 
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too, were laden with gaavas^ and oranges, and ens- 
tard-apples, which now only give, in their flower, the 
promise of another crop next autnmn. There are 
aliU bananas, haweyer, whieh, I beliefve^ last aUthe 
year; and orauigea we get ftom the neith: as for the 
others, their loss to me is more than compensated by 
the qoantify of wild stEawbonies whiefa Aey are now 
beginning to bring down by baskets fall from the 
mountains, and i^icb foan a deliciow addition to 
the breakfast table« 

'Some improyement, nevertheless, in the face of 
Uie country, the spring works even here. The yioes 
are now beginning to push their leaves, and the corn- 
fields to look green ; which gives to the lower sl4^;>es 
of the mountains an aspect of verdnre, which, at other 
times, perhaps, they too much betray the want of. 
There is little or no change observable in the woods 
and hedges : few or none of the indig^ious trees and 
bnshes are deciduous. Of exotics, the chestnut is 
tbeoriy one seen in considerable quantities, and the 
plantations of this tree are very partial^ 

^ I do not know that the native Flota has much im« 
proved since we came : the little peasant girls have 
for some time ceased their morning tribute of violets 
from the bills.' 

Tke NtGHT-BLOWTNO CbREUS. 

Can it be trae? so frajp-ant and so fair! 
To gire tby perfume to the dews of night f 
Can aagbt so beantifal shrink fhim the glare, 
Ami fade and sieken in tiie comiag light ? 
Ye«, peerless flower ! the heavans alone exhale 
Thy fragrance ; while the glittering stars attest ; 
And incense, wafted fi'oni the midnight gale, 
ITntainted rises from ibj spotless breast. 
Sweet eaiblem of that faitb^ whidi seeks, apart 
Wtom hmnn prabe, to love and wcM-k unseen ; 
That gives to Heaven an undivided heart— 
In sorrow stedfast, and in joy serene ! 
Anchored on God, no adverse cloud can dim ; 
Her eye, nnattered, still is txed oa Him ! 

C^rutianGuardum. 
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MAY was thus named from Maia, the mother of 
Mercury. The sign of this month is Gemini. : 

Like Maid's son be stood, 
And shook Ms plumes^ that heavenly fragrance filled - 
The circuit wide. 

In MAY 1828. 
1. SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES THE LESS. 

The first of these martyrs was stoned to death; 
and the second, having been thrown from a high place, 
was killed by a fuller's staff. 

1. MAY- DAY. 

This is the chimney-sweepers' carnival. ' I have a 
kindly yearning (says Elia) towards these dim specks 
— poor blots — innocent blacknesses. I jevei:ence 
these young Africans of our own gtQwtb ; these al- 
most clergy imp^, who sport their cloth without as- 
sumption; and from their little pulpits (the tops of 
chimnies), in the nipping air of a December mornings 
preach a lesson of patience to mankind. — Reader, if 
thou meetest one of these small gentry in thy early 
rambles, it is good to give him a penny: it is better 
to give him twopence. If it be starving weather, and, 
to the proper troubles of his hard occupation, a pair 
of kibed heels (no unusual accompaniment) be su- 
peradded, the demand on thy humanity will surely 
rise to a tester.' For the last twenty years, or more, — 
we record it to the honour of Montgomery , the poet, 
and some worthy coadjutors — it has been the custom 
to give the climbing-boys of Sheffield an annual din- 
ner on the 1st of May. From twenty-four to twenty-six 
attend, and their appearance and behaviour do credit 
to their masters. From Mr. Montgomery's Chimney* 
Sweeper's Friend, a. series of representations calcu- 
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lated to assist * the immediate relief of the safferers, 
and the gradual abolition of this home slave-trade 
in little children/ we select die following beantifnl 
poems, as much in illustration of our sidbject, as in 
furtherance of the benevolent object of the talented 
and philanthropic writers. 

7%« Climbing BoYj a Word trt'M MVsblp. 

[By James M'datgom«ry.] 

1 know they scorn the clunbing-boy. 

The .gay, the selfish, and the proud; 
I know his yillainoos employ 

Is mock'ry with the thoughtless crowd. 

So be it : brand with ev'ry name 

Of burning infamy his art ; 
But let his country bear the ahamo, 

And feel the iron at her heart. 

I cannot coldly pass him by, 

Stript, wounded, left by thieves half dead ; 

Nor see an infant Lazarus lie 
At rich man's gates imploring bread. 

A frame as s^mtive as mine. 

Limbs monidod in a kindred fonn» 
A soul degraded, yet divine^ 

Endear me to my brother^worm* 

He was my equal at his birth, 

A naked, helpless, weeping child ; 
And such are bom to thrones on earth, 

On such hath ev'ry mother smiled, 

My eqnaL he will be again, 

Down in that cold, oblivious gloom. 
Where all the prostrate ranks of men 

Crowd, without fellowship, the tomb« 

My equal in ihejudffment-day, 

He shall ^tand up before me throne, 
When ev'ry veil is rent away, 

And good and evil only known* 

And is he not mine equal now ? 

Am I less falFn from God and truth? 
Though wretch be written on his brow. 

And leprosy consume his youth ? 
K 
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If boly nature yet have laws 
Biudiog on man, of woman born. 

In her own court Til plead bis cause, 
Arrest tbe doom, or share the scorn. 

Yes ! let tbe scorn that haants bis course 
Turn on me like a trodden snake. 

And hiss and sting me .with remorsey 
If I tbe fatherless forsake. 

Humanity ai Home. 

[By John Bo wring.] 

I honour and I love tbe mind. 

Whose warm and gen'rous thoughts embrace 
Tbe common interests of our kind. 

Through time's long track and earth's wide space. 
And, like the glorious God of day. 
Sheds o'er the World its living ray. 

I watch with throbbing heart the zeal. 

Whose all-incorporating plan 
Can teach a million souls to feel 

For all that's man's— for all that's Man; 
And ev'ry human title blend 
In those of Brother and of Friend. 
I've travelled many a country far. 

Through Finland's wild, on Afric's strand. 
And there went with me, like a star, 

The glory of my native land ; 
A star whose light, where'er I trod. 
Seemed blazing with the truths of God. 

But sometimes sadness came, and dwelt 
Within my heart Twas proud to bear 

My country's name, but oh ! I felt 
That mis'ry dwelt unheeded there: 

That hearts were sad, and eyes were wet. 

Forgotten—bow could I forget? 

I would not check the nobly good, 

Who, joy diffusing, widely roam ; 
But I would whisper, if I could. 

Look round, for there are wrongs at home; 
And voices, though but feeble, call 
On Heav'n — on tbee — on me — on all I 

Dost thou not heajr their cry ? To thee, 

Wbo bear'st the lightest plaint of woe 
That's borne across the distant sea. 

Can their appeal be vain ? O no ! ' 
Tbou didst but want some tongue to say, 
rieTs sons are here, 4m:d th$H are they. 
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fiIa$dBA$ in Jficaatt. 

On the night ]>recediDg the 1 st of May, it is the custom to place 
branches of green boughs at the doors or windows of females, or 
persons of dutioction ; lovers, above all, seize this opportunity 
of decorating the windows of their mistresses, and sometimes 
take up a young tree, ornament it with ribands, and replant it by 
the side of the door ; a species of gallantry as agreeable to the 
phmter, as it is to her for whom the tree is planted. Henry 11, 
wishing to recompense the clerks of the Bazocbe for their good 
services, in quelling an insurrection in Guienne, offered them 
money ; but they would accept only the permission granted them 
by the king, of cutting in the royal woods such trees as they 
might choose for the planting of May, a privilege which existe!) 
at the commencement of the French Revolution. 

A similar custom prevailed among the Romans, at the begin- 
ning of May, when tney celebrated the fete of Flora, the Goddess 
of FloiKers; the young people going to the woods, and bringing 
back a qnaBlit^ of boughs, with which they ornamented the hoases. 
Women ran through the streets^ and had the privilege of in* 
salting every one who oame in their way. And here may we not 
trace the custom of the epousces (brides) of the month ,of May ? 
The epons^es are the little daughters of the common people^ 
* dressed In their best,' and placed on a bank, or on a cnair, in 
the streets and public walks, on the first Sunday in May ; other 
little giris, the bride's companions, stand near, with plates in their 
bands, and tease the passengers for some money for their epoua^e* 
These offerings are solicited with all the importunity of children, 
and are rarely refused. 

AtCommerey, and in the neighbourhood of this town, it is the 
costom, on the night preceding the 1st of May, to plant under 
the windows of friends a young tree in leaf^ and sometimes omar 
mented with flowers and ribands, which is called Mai. This May 
is commonly planted by the lover under the windows of his mis* 
tress, and by seholars at the door of their masters. Some mis* 
chieVous persons substitute for May the carcass of an animal ; 
but this is only the work of the spiteful few, and cannot be con- 
sidered as a custom. 

Daring the month of May, young persons of both sexes play 
at a game which they call Sans-Vert. Those who play are con* 
stantly to have about them some leaves of the hornbeam, which 
must not be allowed to become dry ; and he who is surprised with 
> any faded leaves, or such as have become dry, and are reduced 
to powder, mast pay a fine. For the purpose of sarprising any 
one, they go to them very early in the morning ; in consequence 
of which, great care is taken to have a fresh sprig of the horn* 
beam in their night-cap, or near the bed. The young women 
have a small, long bottle filled with water, concealed in their 
stays, on purpose to keep the leaves fresh and green. 
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May Custom in ^lognb. 

Everjr year, on the 1st of May, the Solognese g^o out to gather 
May before sun-rise ; and when they return, they fix a small branch 
to the dcors of their houses^ stables, sheep-folds, &c., that they 
may drive away the snakes, adders^ toads, and other venomous 
ianinials, which, they pretend, like to attach themselves to the dugs 
of the cows, and draw the milk from them. On the 12th of May, 
says M. Legier, I killed an adder in my dining-room ; the May 
Ivhicb had been plaped at the door not having had sufficient vir* 
tue, or the pretty girl who had put it there not being in a state 
of grace at the time. It is also the custom to place a bough of 
l\iay on the dung heap^ to announce to the young men of the 
neighbourhood, that some marriageable girls are to be fbund 
at the farm-house ; a ceremony which the rustic damsels never for- 
get to practise on the 1st of May. 

May Cvbtom in Bonmeval. 
On 4he first day of May> long before son-rise, the ymrog nen, 
in«v«ry triilage, are accustomed to go into the neighb<Mring woods 
to cat the brai»shes of such trees as aire covered with foliage ;«-* 
DO their return to the town, ibey plaoe before everj iio«se, im a 
eonspitiiMMs situation, as many branches as tber« wn daoghtem 
living'' tiiere. When there are only young children, the bovghs 
are but small; and when the girls are marriageaiUe, they aM 
eownonly larger and finer than in other places. If this TiUago 
f)&te takes place on a working day, the young people meet toge- 
ther on the following Sunday, * to dance the May,' which is done 
in the following manner: One of the company carries a large 
MMm Of bough, consisting of several tiranehes, whieh are covered 
with ribandt; the others follow with violins, drums, and sucfa otiber 
Isstraments as they can procure ; they then walk through the 
streets, stopping at the door of every house over which any May 
has been piaioed, and comm^ice a serenade, voA a dance ; usually 
rceeiviBgsome noney, which serves to defray th«ir expenses* 

Aa May and milk-maids are often associated in oiir 
recollections of this agreeable season, ' The Song of 
the Maids ofRozeV will, perhaps, not be considetted 
OTit of place in a chronicle of May-doin^iti Frante. 
It is one of the few really Norman songs now to be 
met with ; the good wife, from whose lips it was ta* 
ken down, archly observed, that it was sang at millo 
ing time by the girls of the Tillage, ' when they think 
their lovers are on the other side the hedge/ For 
the following faithful and spirited translation of this 
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song, we are indebted to our kind friend and corre- ' 
spondent, Mr« J. H. Wippbn. 

Walking one eve in vacant mood 
Beside a green and pleasant wood, 
I heard a sbepherd-girl essay 
Some new romantic roundelay. 
She saw me come, that maiden foir, 
And checked at once her rural air; 

* Sing on, sing on/ I cried, * sweet bird, 
Renew th' enchanting strain I heard.' 

* How can I sing,' she cried, * alas! 
When I've this dreary wood to pass f 

1 haye fear of the wolves — ah, well-away ! 
The frightful wolves and the beasts of prey!' 

* Sing on, sing on ; 'tis a false alarm. 
We'll pass the forest, arm in arm ; 

^ Sing on, sing on, sweet mountain- bird, 
Renew the pastoral air I heard. 

* Not a living thing shall we meet with here. 
But a friend who attends to his vintage near; 

. Sing on ! sing on ! from the rich, ripe, vine 
We will taste a cup of his country wine. 

* We will drink one cup, — we will both drink there 
To all lovers' healths— to my mistress fair; 

And without forgetting the one whose bliss 
It is, her lovely cheek to kiss,' 

3.— INVENTION OF THE CROSS. 

This is the day appointed by the Romish church 
to celebrate the invention, that is^ the finding of a 
wooden cross^ fancied to be the true cross on which 
oar Lord was crucified/ by Helena, the mother of 
Constantine the Great. — See some interesting infoiv 
mation respecting this day in our previous volumes, 
particularly in T.T. for 1827, pp. 133 et seq. 

6, — JOHN EVANGELIST, A. P. h. 

St. John was banished to the isle of Patmos, and 
there he remained till the death of Domitian, when 
he retoraed into. Asia. 

*7. 1827.— REV. DR. HAWKER DIED. 

He was educated at Magdalen College, Oxford ; 
and^forthe long period of fifty years previously to 
K 2 
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his deceime, he h&d been Vicar of Charles the Mar- 
tyr, at Plymoatb. As a preacher, Dr, Hawker was 
exceedingly popular; and, in his occasional visits to 
the metropolis, he drew sach crowded congregations, 
that the limbs and lives of his auditory were fre- 
quently endangered. He was the founder of many 
charities and was benignant and affectionate to all. 
Dr. Hawker was the author of several Sermons on 
the Divinity of Christ, 1792 ; Evidence of a Plenary 
Inspiration, 1793; Sermons on the Divinity and 
Operations of the Holy Ghost, 1794; Specimens of 
Preaching, 1801; Life and Writmgs of the Rev. H. 
Tanner, 1807 ; Two Letters to a Barrister, 1808 ; Let- 
ter to W. Hale, in Defence of the Female Penitentiary, 
1810 ; the Bible, with a Commentary, 1816 ; the Poor 
Man's Commentary on the New Testament, 1816, 
&c. &c. An Edition of his Works was published by 
himself in 1806, in 6 vols. 8vo* 

*7. 1714. — MEMORIAL RESPECTING THE 
PRETENDER. 

This Memorial of the Princess Sophia and the 
Elector of Hanover, among^ other things, requests 
that steps should be taken to drive the Pretender from 
the Court of Lorraine to Italy ; but from a subsequent 
proclamation of Queen Anne, her Majesty's attempt to 
effect this, appears to have been unsuccessful. These 
circumstances seem to fix the date of one of the best 
songs written in the Pretender's favour. 

A Song. 

Bring in the bowl, I'll toast a health 

To one that has neither land nor wealth: 

The bonniest lad yon ever saw 

I« over the bills and &Lr awvir : 

Over the bills, and over the dales: 

No lasting peace till he prevails. 
Pull up my lads with a loud huzza, 
A health to him that's far awaw. 
By France, by Rome, likewise by Spain) 
Bif 4dlforMok but Duke L9RRAIN ; 
The next remove appears most plain 
'Will be to bring him back again. 
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0¥«r llie hills ««d fiur awaw. 
Over the bills and far awaw. 
The boiiDiest lad yoa ever saw 
Is over the hills and ifar awaw. 

He knew no harm, he knew no gm\t. 
No laws had broke, no blood had spilt ; 
If rogues his father did betray, 
What's that to him that's far away? 
Over the hills and far awaw. 
Beyond those hills and far awaw 
The wind may change and &ii1y blaw, 
And blaw him back that's blown awaw*. 

♦8. 1827, REV. LE6H RICHMOND^ M.A., DIED^ 

-aer. 67. 

He was Rector of Tarvey, in Bedfordshire, formerly ' 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, and chaplain to his 
late Royal Highness the Duke of Kent. He was 
only son of the late Henry Richmond, M.D. of Bath. 
While at college, he was most known for his love of 
mnsic, in which he was a considerable proficient^ 
both as a performer and a composer, and was the 
leading person, in a harmonic society, which pub- 
lished a collection of catches and glees. On taking 
orders, he married, and went to reside at Brading, in 
the Isle of Wight, as curate : he now took a decidedly 
religious turn, and here he composed those beautiful 
^stories, The DairymatCs Datighter (which has been 
translated into upwards of nineteen different lan- 
guages). The Negro Servant, The Young Cottager, and 
others; on account of which, he was chosen the prin- 
cipal secretary to the Religious Tract Society. He 
both preached and spoke extempore with great fluency 
and neatness, and was a very efficient advocate for 
that and other religious societies. We understand 
that his Aematns, with a Memoir prefixed, are in 
progress for publication, fot the benefit of his widow 
and family. — J. P. 



* £llifl*8 Original Letters, Second Serie$^ Tol. iv, p. 881. 
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•8. 1827.— GILBERT BURNS DIED. 

Gilbert Burns was born about the year 1760. He 
was eighteen months younger than his brother Robert, 
Scotland's most gifted bard. With him he was early 
inured to toil, and rendered familiar with the hard- 
ships of the peasant's lot; like him, too, he was 
much subject to occasional depression of spirits. 
Gilbert was the archetype of his father, a very re« 
markable man: his piety was equally warm and sin- 
cere; and, in all the private relations of life, as an 
elder of the church, a husband, a father, a master, 
and a friend, he was pre-eminent. His writings are 
deficient in that variety, originality, and ease, which 
shine so conspicuously even in the prose works of 
the poet; but they have many redeeming points about 
them. His taste was as pure as his judgment was. 
masculine. He has been heard to say, that the two 
most pleasurable moments of his life were, first, when 
he read Mackenzie's story of La Roche ; and, se- 
condly, when Robert took him apart, at the breakfast 
or dinner hour, during harvest, and read to him, while 
seated on a barley-sheaf, his MS. copy of the far- 
famed Cotter's Saturday night. 

In 1819, Gilbert Burns was invited by Mess". Ca- 
dell and Davies to revise a new edition of his bro- 
ther's works ; to supply whatever he found wanting, 
and correct whatever he thought amiss. He accepted 
the invitation; and, by appending much valuable 
matter to the late Dr. Cuirie's biography, he at once 
vindicated his brother's memory from many asper- 
sions which had been cast upon it, and established 
his own credit as an author. On receiving payment 
for his labour, the first thing he did was, to balance 
accounts, to Uie uttermost farthing, with the widow 
and family of his deceased brother. The letter which 
accompanied the remittance of th^ money was, in the 
highest degree, creditable to his feelings. 
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1 1 .—ROGATION SUNDAY. 

Aboat tbe time of the corn-harvest and the vintii|pe, the Greeks 
sacrificed a heifer, and prayed to the gods for tbe preservation of 
the fruits of the earth. The victim was led three times round the 
harvest field; a crowd followed, forming the procession, at the 
head of which went the priest, crowned with oak leaves, and 
OBging hjmns. The SemenHntB of the Romans had the Bame ob- 
ject. They were celebrated by the country people in honour of 
Tulius ; and we read that Gybele was in great veneration among 
the Ganis. When Ihey were apprehensive of a bad harvest^ they 
placed her statue in a chariot drawn b^ oxen, which made the tour 
of the fields and vineyards; the people preceded tlie goddess, 
singing their hymns, and the principal magistrates followed bare- 
footed. Thus, when St Mamertus, Bishop of Vienne, established 
in his diocese, in 469, a procession called des Fetes Hnmili^s 
(operoiignma festivi^as), afterwards called the GalHe litanies or 
minors, he did not so much introduce anew custom as change the 
direction of one already established. They who formed a part of 
this procession were to be barefooted, to wear hair-cloth, and to 
have their heads sprinkled with ashes; the priests were clad in 
black, and the crosses and relics were covered with black veils; 
hence it was called the black pr/ocemon. A mobk praises the 
Emperor Charlemagne for assisting at this procession barefooted} 
as did also the chief of the GanIs : the winged drtfg&n, which was 
carried about in this procession in the last eeBtury^ was also the 
remains of Paganism, and contributes to prove that this and many 
other ceremonies were adopted in opposition to the Pagan pro- 
cessions, in which the images of their gods were carried through 
the street. 

At Cotnmercjff in the ei-devaut Lorraine, during tlie Rogation 
week^ religious processions are made in the fields ; and, at this 
period of the year, a little fair is held for the sale of tarts and 
cakes ; hence, the fair is not only called Rogation-day Fair, but 
the day or fair of Quichottesy the diminutive of Quiche, which sig- 
nifies, in the language of the country, a tart, or small piece of 
pastry. The cakes made for this occasion are called craquelins 
(cracknels), and are in the form of a bracelet, representing a ser^ 
pent with his tail in his mouth, a symbol of the sun ; others are in 
the shape of a half moon ; and almost all of them have poppy seeds 
in the inside, called, in the patois of the country, seniegan. 

May not the use of this seed confirm the mystic character of 
the ciUce— particularly if we recollect that the poppy Was the em* 
blem of fecundity among the ancients, and that it was always 
added to the sheaf of corn offered to Ceres? Further, the capsule 
of tbe poppy, which is almost circular, has the top, or head of it, 
radiated like the sun. The little tarts are round, and notched, 
or festooned, at the edges.-— See a further account of the observ- 
ance of Rogation- days in France, by M. Chateaubriand, in our 
last Yolnme, p. 136. 
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•12. 1641. -^EARL OF STRAFFORD BEHEADED. 

Among what are called The King's Pamphlets in 
the British M nseum^ the collection of which, begun 
by a Mr. George Thomason^ was continued by an 
especial order of King Charles the First, there is a 
single folio sheets printed at London in 1641, con- 
taining 

Verses lately written hy Thomas Earlb of Strafford. 
Go, empty Joyes, 
With all your noyse. 

And leave me here alone 
In sweet sad silence to bemoane 
Your ?aine and fleet delight, 
Whose danger none can see aright, 
Whilst your false splendor dimmes his sight. 

Goe and insnare 
With yoar false ware 

Some other easie wight, 
And cheat him with your flattering light ; 

Rain on his head a shower 
Of Honours, Favour, Wealth, and Power, 
Then snatch it from him in an houre. 

Fill his big minde 
With gallant winde 

Of insolent applause : 
Let him not feare all curbing lawes« 

Nor King and Peoples &owne, 
But dreame of something like a Crowne, 
And climbing towards it,' tumble downe. 

Let him appeare 
In his bright sphere. 

Like Scynthia in her pride. 
With star-like troups on every side ; 

Such for their number and their light 
As may at last oVewhelme him quite 
And blend us both in one dead night. 

Welcome sad Night, 
Grief's sole delight. 

Your mourning best agrees 
With Honour's funerall obsequies : 

In Thefts lap he lies 
Mantled with soft securities, 
Whose too-much sun-shine blinds his eyes. 
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That needs woald bold 

With curbing raines the Daj', 
And make Sol's fiery steeds obey ? 

Then sure as rash was I 
Who with ambitious wings did 0y 
In Charles his Waine too loftily. 

I fall, I fall. 
Whom shall I call? 

Alas can be be heard 
Who now is neither loved nor feared ? 

Yop, who were wont to kisse the ground 
Where e're my honoured steps were found, 
Come, catch me at my last rebound. 
How each admires 
Heay'ns twinkling fires. 

When, from their glorious seat, 
Their influence gives life and heat: 

But O ! how few there are, 
(Though danger from that act be far) 
Will stoop and catch a falling Star. 

Now 'tis too late 
To imitate 
Those Lights, whose pallidnesse 

Argue^ no inward guiltinesse : 

Their course one way is bent: 
The reason is, theres no dissent 
In Heaven's High Court of PafUament'. 

' 15. ASCENSION DAY. 

From the earliest times^ a day was set apart to 
commemorate our Lord's ascension into Heaven. 
On this day, parish boundaries are frequently peram- 
bulatedy accompanied by well-known jcustoms. For 
an account of an annual ceremony still practised at 
Tissington^^ in Derbyshire, on this day, consult our 
last volume, pp. 137-140. 

19. — SAINT DUNSTAN. 

St. Dunstan was bom at Glastonbury in 924. He 
was successively Bishop of Worcester and London, 

> S«e EUis*s OrSginal Letters, Second Seriet, vol. Ui, p. 986, 989, 
and also p. 981 et seq., for an interesting Letter of Lord Straffor4*s, 
whM Visooant Weotworth. 
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and Archbishop of Canterbury. He died in 988. Many 
and ridiculous are the miracles imputed to him. 

25. WHIT-SUNDAY. 

Whit-Sunday takes place of the Pentecostal feast 
among the Jews, and is in commemoration of the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles^ &c. 
on the day of Pentecost (Acts ii). It is held seven 
weeks after Easter, and has, probably, been continued 
regularly from the apostolical age (Acts xvi). 

26. ^WHIT-MONDAY. 

This day and Whit-Tuesday are observed as fes- 
tivals, for the same reason as Monday and Tuesday 
in Easter. — For an account of John of Gaunt's Bene- 
faction, see our last volume, p. 175. 

26. ^AUGUSTIN, or AUSTIN, 

First Archbishop of Canterbury. Ho came into 
England in the year 596, and died on this day, A.D. 
607. 

*26. 1826. ^THE GODIVA PAGEANT AT COVENTRY. 

For a circumstantial account of this curious cere- 
mony, see our last volume, pp. 140-143. 

*26. 1827.— -REV. MARK NOBLE DIED, 

Rector of Banning, in Kent ; a gentleman well 
known in the literary world, as an antiquary and 
historian. Residing upon his living, his leisure al- 
lowed him to write and publish a variety of works, 
extremely valuable, frctm the indefatigable industry 
and research which they display. The following'is 
a list of them : Two Dissertations on the Mint and 
Coins of the Episcopal Palace of Durham, 4to, 
1780; — Genealogical Histories of the present Royal 
Families of Europe, 8vo, 1781; Memoirs of the 
Protectorate House of Cromwell, 2 vol. 8vo, 1781;— 
Memoirs of the House of Medici, 1797 ;— l4ves of the 
Eog^lish Regicides, 2 vol. 8vo^ 1797 ;— History of th^ 
College of Ams, 4to, 1801 ; — ^Biographical Ane<[)- 
dotes of England, in continuation of G^ranger, 3 v6l. 
8vo, 1809. 
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27. — ^VENfTRABLE BEDE. 

This great ornament of bis are * and coantry was 
bom at J£^<]^, in the bisho^^kof DarhAin, A.D« 
«72,alitfdiedin785. 

' 2i5, 29, 31. — EMBER DAvis.' See p. 60. 

♦28. 1827.— WILLIAM JAMES DIED, 

Author of that highly esteemed work, 'The Naval 
History of Great Britain', which occupied his un- 
remitted attention for more than twelve years. — And 
here we would fain clode our brief notice; but truth 
compels us to add-^toAa^ may be esteemed a natural 
consequence of a, devotion to Ttteratufe—ihc widow 
and family of this indefatigable man are left in a state 
of hopeless destitution. The Literary Fund Society, 
to its immortal' honour, has subscribed £50 towards 
their relief; -^may this example be followed up by 
those who have the po^er and the wilt, to do not only 
a deed of benevolence, but an act of justice ! The 
family* of the' Historiographer of the British Navy^ 
have cImhis that should excite/ia feeling of sympa- 
thy in every bosom. 

J[0ttonomtcal #ccumncefis 

hi MAY 1828. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Gemini at 34 m. after ,3 in the 
morning of the 21st of this -month ; and he rises and 
sets, during the ^atoe period, ^s in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Suns Bmhgi and Setting for every Jifth Day. 

May Ist, Sao risefl- 37 m. after 4. SetsSSm. after 7 
- etth . ..^v'...- 29 *if^tf ••-. 4 .■.••• 31 ...... 7 

-Hth -k..^ ..-..• 31 •#««.#. 4 ^tf.. 39 7 

letb ..^•..•. 13^««««. 4 ^^.. 47 7 

91tl ........ 6- .^^... 4 ^... 64 7 

96th bv.v.*.. ........ 4 .... 8 

ai-at ftk.fcki.. 54 'k*.-. •«•>• 3'.... 6 ...... 8^ 
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Equation^of Time, 
When mean or trae time in reqi^ired^ and only 
apparent time can be ascertained by. means of a goo4 
sun-dial, the latter may be found by using ttie nnm- 
bers as directed in the following Table. When other 
numbers are required^ they must be found by pro- 
portion: — 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every Jifth Day. 

Thursday, Maj Ist, from the time by the dial iub, 3 5 

Tuesday •.•.6th.... 8 36 

Sunday 11th S 59 

Friday 16th 8 55 

Wednesday ..2l9t S 4S 

Monday 26th 3 IB 

Saturday Slst 2 41 

Lunar Phenomena. 
Phases of the Moon, 

Last Quarter 6th day, at 89 m. alter 5 in the eveuinf 

NewMoon.. 18th 60 9 

First Quarter Slst 11 11 

Full Mood . . 29th 17 S in the morning. 

Moon*s Passage over the Meridian, 
The Moon will pass the first meridian at the fol- 
lowing times this month, which will affbrdopportu* 
nities of observation, if the weather be favourable. 
The times may also be readily reduced to any other 
meridian, by means of the difference of longitude, 
and the Moon's hourly motion. 

May 5th, at 59 m. after 4 in the morning 

6th .. 48 5 

7th .. 42 6 

Otn . • Sv .••••• I •■••.•••■•••.. 
9th a. 24 •.■■■• o •..•••■••.••.. 

1 via m • to •■••.. V ••■••.■■•••••• 

19th • • 88 4 in the afternoon 

, Sf ISv ,.., S» .•.•«. O •.••,.••••••••• 

. 303»Q , . . 40 .....I.. O ..a,..*..^..... 

. 28d. .. 29 ...... 7 in the eTeniBg 

.25th.. 2 9 

*otiV ... OS ...... V ...•.....•.*•. 

27th .. 46 10 
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Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 
The following are the times of high tide at London 
Bridge, for certain ddys of this month: for the other 
days, these times may be readily found by propor- 
tion, and for other pls^ces by adding or subtracting 
the numbers inserted for that purpose in the article for 
January. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 







Morning. 






Afternoon, 


May 1st, 


at 9 1 


ni. after 


3 , 


28i 


u. after 


8 


6th 


.. 1 




. 7 


83 




7 


Ulh 


.. 




. 


. 28 







19th 


.. 41 




8 


. 67 




3 


9Ut 


.. 5S 




. 6 


. 16 




7 


^Ih 


..89 




.11 ....... 


. 







9|st 


.. 88 




. 3 


67 




3 



PffBNOMENA PlANBTARUM; 

Phases of Venus* 
The following is the proportion of these phases at 
this time, from which it will be seen that her ap- 
proach to the earth is diminishing the extent of her 
illuminated part; but this is more than counter- 
balanced by her increased brightness^ and she there- 
fore gradaally becomes a more conspicuous object 
in the heavens. 

»*._ ,_» (Illuminated part = 7'10371 
^•y *« J Dark part .... = 4-89629 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 
There will be 27 eclipses of the first and second of 
these satellites during the present month, but only 
the following will be visible here : — 

Emersions. 

fint Satellite, 7th day, at 26 m. 34 s. after 2 in the morning 

8th 55 . . 80 8 in the evening 

15th 49 .. 48 10 

23d 44 • . 13 in the morning 

81>t 7 .k 16 ...... 9 in the morning 

Second Satellite 8d 9.. 4 ...... 

lOth 48 .. 48 ...... 2 

27th 11 ... 68 9 in the evening. 
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Coiyunction of the Moon with the Planets and Stars. 

May 5th, vith B in Capricorn at 6 in the evening 

12th .. Mercary 9 

27th .. Jupiter 3 in the tBorning-. 

Otiier Phenomena. 
Georgium Sidas will be stationary on the 6th of 
this month. Venus will attain her greatest elonga- 
tion on the 19th. Mercary will be in his superior 
conjunction at 15 m. after 4 in the afternoon of the 
33d. Mars will also be stationary on the 30th^ near 
\|/ in Sagittarius. . 



The following poetical mirror of simplicity and 
elegance is so applicable to the rising of night's fair 
queen, on many of the still evenings at this season^ 
that we do not hesitate to insert it. 

HlSING of the MOOV. 

Tbe Mood Is rising; sileoca reigns 
Upon the hills, and o'er the plains: 
The river's rush alone is heard. 
Or rustling wing of nighted bird. 
Serenely through the forest boughs 
The pure effulgence softly glows, 
Ami shadows out the leaflets there, 
Unmoved amid the silent air. 

The wild-briar bush, in silver flower. 
The hawthorn tree, the lover*s bower, 
Unite their perfume exquisite. 
With the yellow broom, so wild and sweet. 

So cloudless is 1 he sky above. 
So freshly fair the leafy grove, 
* So green the sward, where daisies pied. 
And cowslips blossom side by side. 
How beautiful is Nature's face ! 
How full of harmony and grace I 
What countless joys does she bequeath 
To all that live, and move, and breathe. 

Wbere.is.the mouaier?.berQ his mind 
Serenity aud peace may find ; 
' Where' is the wanderer? This the read 

Backward to happiness, and Ood ! 

Bhtckwood^s Magazine. 
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tCl^e JBtotutaltfiirfii Star^ 

Fw MAY 1828. 
May Morning. 

' Tb-morrow, to-morrow, thou loveliest Mayi 

To-mfMTOw will rise up tby first-born day ; 
. Biide of the summer, child of the spring, 

To-morrow the year will its favourite bring : 

The roses will know thee, and fling back their vest, 

While the nightingale sings him to sleep on their breast ; 

The blossoms, in welcomes, will open to meet 

On the iigiit boughs thy breathy in the soft grass thy feet. 

Tormorrow the dew will have virtue to shed 

0*er the cheek of iJie maiden its loveliest red ; 

To-morrow a glory will brighten the earth. 

While the spirit of beauty, rejoicing, has birth. 

Farewell to thee, April, a gentle farewell ; 
Thou has saved the young rose in its emerald cell : 
Sweet nurse, thou hast mingled thy sunshine and showers, 
Lake .kisses and tears, on thy children the flowers. 
At hope, when fulfilled, to sweet memory turns, 
We shall think of thy clouds as the od'rous urns 
Whence colour, and freshness,' and fragrance were wept; 
We shall think of thy rainbows — their promise is kept. 
There is not a cloud on the morning's blue way, - 
And the daylight is breaking the first of the May. 

. • ., Golden Violet. 

This is the May of the poets, — May as it should be — ' 
and sometimes is; more frequently, however, in our 
variable climate, particularly in backward seasons, 
this month puts on a very different appearance ; such 
as is well described by Miss Mitford. 
. ' May the 8d. — Cold bright weather; all within 
doors, sunny and chilly ; all without, windy and dusty. 
It is quite tantaliasing to see that brilliant sun careering 
thEOUgh so beautiful a sky, and to feel little more 
warmth irom his presence than one does from that of 
his fair but cold sister, the moon. Even the sky, 
beautiful as it is, has the look of that one sometimes 
sees in a very bright, moonlight night — deeply, intense- 
ly blue, with white fleecy clouds driven vigorously 
along by astrong breeze — now veilmg, and now expos- 

L 2 
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ing the dazzling laminary around whom tbey sail. A 
beautiful sky ! and^^ iu spite of its^coldaess} a beau* 
tiful world! The effect of liiis backward spring has 
been to arrest the early flower3> to which heat is the 
great enemy; whilst the leaves and the later. flow^ni 
have, nevertheless^ ventured to peep out slowly and 
cautiously in sunny places^ exhibiting, in the copses 
and hedge-rows, a pleasant mixture of March and May. 
And we, poor chilly mortals, must follow, as pearly as 
we can, the wise example of the May-blossoms» by 
avoiding bleak paths and open commons ;. following 
the pleasant sheltered road, where the western sun 
steals in between two rows of bright green elms, and 
the east wind is fenced pff by a range of woody hills. 
Well ! we will pursue our walk. How beautiful a mix- 
ture of flowers and leaves is in the high bank under 
this north hedge— quite an illustration of the blended 
seasons of which we spoke. An old irregular hedge- 
row is always beautiful, especially in the spring time, 
when the grass, and mosses, and flowering wee(]|s mingle 
best with the busheaand creeping .pWtsth^t over- 
hang them. But this bankis^ most especially, various 
and lovely. Shall we try to analyse it ? First, the 
clinging white-veined ivy, which crawls up the slope 
rn every direction, the master-piece of that rich mo- 
saic ; then the brown leaves and the lilac blossoms of 
its fragrant namesake, the ground-iVy, which grows 
here so profusely ; then the late, lingering primrose ; 
then the delicate wood* sorrel ; then the regular pink 
•stars of the cranesbill, with its beautiful leaves ; tiie 
golden oxlip and the cowslip, ' cinqne*spotted ;' 
then the blue pansy, and the enamelled w;ild hyacinth ; 
then the bright foliage of the briar*rose, wHch comes 
trailing its green wreaths among the flowers ; then 
the bramble and the woodbine, creeping round the 
foot of a pollard oak, with its brown folded leaves ; 
then a verdant mass — the blackthorn, with itslinger- 
itig blossoms— the hawthorn, with its swelling buds — 
the bushy maple---the long stems of the hazel^e^^and 



TOK MAY 1828. 127 



between them^ hanging like a golden plume ortt the 
hmik, a splendid taft of the blossomed broom^; ihtm^ 
towermg- high above all, the tall and leafy dmsr And 
this is biit a faint picture of this hedge, on the n^a-* 
dowjr side of which sheep arc bloating^ and wbeiiey 
every here and there, a young lamb is tbrasttng ils 
ptetty bead between the trees/ • 

Who will not, on witnessing such scenes as these^ 
exclaim with ttie talented author of the ' Pelican 
Island'— 

Spring-flowers, spring-birds, spring-breezes, 

Are felt, and beard, and seen ; 

Light trembling transport seizes 

My beart — with sighs between ; 

These old enchantmjents fill the mind 

With scenes and seasons fkr behind ; 

Childhood, its smiles and tears. 

Youth, with its flush of years. 

Its morning-clouds and dewy prime. 

More exquisitely touched by time. 

Fancies aj^ain are springing. 
Like May-flowers in the vales ; 
While hopes, long lost, are singing 
From thorns, like nightingales ; 
And kindly spirits stir my blood. 
Like vernal airs that curl the flood : 
There falls to manhood's lot 
A joy,, which youth has not, 
A dream mote beautiful than tmtb,-^ 
Ratar&iiig spring renewing youth. 

Thus sweetly to surrender 
The present for the past ; 
In sprightly mood, yet tender, 
Life's burthen down to cast — 
This is to taste, from stage to stage, 
. Youth OB the lees fDfised by age : 
Like wine well-kept and long, 
Heady, nor harsh, nor strong. 
With every annual cup is quaffed 
A richer, purer, mellower draught. Montgomery. 

The latest species of the summer birds of passage 
arrive about the beginning of May. Among these aore 
the goatsucker, or fern-owl, the spotted ^'^^atelier^ 
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aod the sedge bird. Birds are still occupied in build* 
img their nests or laying their eggs. The parental 
care of birds at this period^ in hatching and rearing 
their young, can never be sufficiently admired. — ^The 
harmony of the groves is now highly attractive to tb^ 
rvral wanderer ; the feathered songsters exerting all 
tiieir powers to sustain their part in that grand cosL'* 
oert— the music of nature. 

How a certain disposition of certain sounds (it is well observed, 
by a writer in the Literary Mapiet), should, through the mediom 
of the ear, raise, depress, or tranquillize the spirits, is a problem 
difficult to bo solved ; yet, in a greater or less degree, all are 
convinced of its truth ; and, to gratify this universal feeling, Na- 
ture seems to have mingled harmony in all her works. Each 
crowded and tumultuous city may properly be called a temple of 
discord; but wherever Nature holds undisputed dominion, music 
is the partner of her empire. The ' lonely voice of waters,' the 
hum of bees, the chorus of birds ; nay, if these be wanting, the 
very breeze that rustles through the foliage is music. From this 
music of Nature, solitude gains all her charms ; for dead silence, 
such as that which precedes thunder-storms, rather terrifies than 
delights the mind: — 

On earth 'twas yet all calm around, 
A pulseless silence, dread, profound — 
More awful than the tempest's sound ! 

Perhaps it is the idea of mortality, thereby awakened, that makes 
absolute stillness so awful. We cannot bear to think that even 
Nature herself is inanition; we love to feel her pulse throbbing 
beneath us, and listen to her accents amid the still retirements of 
her desarts. That solitade, in truth, which Is described by oar 
poets as expanding the heart, and tranquillizing the- passions, 
though far removed from the inharmonious din of worldly busi- 
ness, is yet varied by such gentle sounds as are most likely to 
make the heartbeat in unison with the serenity of all. surround- 
ing objects. Thus Gray — 

Now fades the glimmering landscape on my sight. 
And all the air a solemn stillness bolds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And drowsy tinklings lull the distant folds ! 

Even when Nature arrays herself in all her terrors, when the 
thunder roars above our heads, and man, as be listens to the 
sonnd, shrinks at the sense of his own insignificance— even this, 
unthoiit at ail derogating from its awful character, may be termed 
a grand chorus in the music of Nature. , 
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AlmMt every stceae in tbe ereation but its peooli»r masie,: by 
which its character, aa cheering, melancholy, awful, or luliingv U 
marked and defined. This appears in the alternale Mmwmma of 
dmy and nigfati Wfaen Iha aplendoon^f ^y h$» d^Mirte4 baW: 
conaonant with the sonbregMxom of night is thehyun of the bee.tle,t 
or ibejonely, plaintive voice of the nightingale. But niore esper. 
ciaUy, as the different seasons revolve, a cojTea|>onding v^riatioa 
takes place in the music of Nature. As winter appi^obest tli^> 
vo«oe of birds, which cheered the- days of finromeir, ceasM; Ibe^ 
breeae that was lately singing^ iimbng Ibe leaires, now. f brilly 
buses through the naked boughs; and the rill» that but a short 
tiaae ago murmored softly as it flowed alongi now» swelled i»y 
tributary waters^ gushes headlong in a deafening toirent* 

It is not, therefore, in vain that, in the fUU epirit of propbetio 
soDg, Isaiah has called upon the mountains to break forth into 
ainsing; * the forests, and every tree thereof/ Tbus We may Itlte- 
ral^ be said to f find tongues in trees--books in the raniHiig' 
brcK>ks f and, as we look upward to the vault of Heftven^ we are 
iookioed to believe, that 

There's not the smallest orb which we behold> 

But in bis motion like an angel sings, 

Still quiring to the young-eyed oherubim — ^ 

Such harmony is in immortal souls; 

But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 

Doth grossly close it in, we cannot h^ar it. 

The lily of tibe valley opens her snowy bdb/and 
the fl05vei<s of the cbestnat»iree begiii to^unfoid;.tha 
tidip-tree has Its leaves qnite out; and ^tte 4«fi««rii 
of the Scotch fir, the beech, the oak, aiid' the hoaeyK 
saokle, climbing romid its neighboars for support 
are in full bloom. All the varieties :of die strum* 
berriff * plant of my native soil/ open llieir blos^ 
som^ their runners extending on all sides; Themid- 
berry^tree putis forth its leaveis. 

The insect tribe continue to add to their numbers. A few but- 
terflies that have passed the inclement season, in the chrysalis 
state, are seen on the wing early in May. And, about the end of 
the month, the Papilio Machaon, or swallow-tailed butterfly, one 
of the most superb of the British insects, makes its appearance. 

Our Gloucestershire correspondent, in a letter dated the Slst 
May, 1827, says, * I yesterday observed the chrysalis of the eyed 
hawk-moth Sphinx ocellata) produce its fly alnuMit before my 
face, thus enabling me to notice the- carkms mechanism for the 
4iberation of the insect : the outer case, in most instances^ sftfits 
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sit the tlucker end, by some effort of tke internal aniniated crea^* 
tnre, and it e80^>es throng the lacerated interment ; but in this 
Instance, a perfectly formed long ovate segment burst from the 
thicker end, andfeil detached on one side; and a dorsal suture 
opened and gave an unimpeded egress to the vivified insect: 
from the remains of a fine filmy bag, at the apex of the displaced* 
suture, it appeared that the liberation was effected by an expaor 
sion of air in that vessel, detaching it suddenly and perfectly 
fh>m the surrounding envelope: but whatever the cause mig^t- 
be, a provision has been made for the free birth of this creature,, 
in our imaginations perfectly unimportant, and even unknown 
hut to a few, that manifests to any unprejudiced mind an original 
design, and that the most insignificant, equally with the higher 
order of beings, are the impartial objects of their €reator*s bounty 
and care.' 

Towards the end of the month, the Phalana humuli, called by 
tome the ffhost-moth^ makes its appearance, and continues visi- 
ble during the greater part of the month of June; The female 
glow-worm is now seen on dry banks, about woods, pastures, 
and hedgeways. For directions respecting the capture of in- 
sects in this and other months, we again refer to Mr. Satnouelle^s 
Introduction to British Entomology, as it is the only book where 
this, and a variety of. other important information regarding in- 
sects can be obtained. . . 

Thb Lark. — This pleasing songster is our especial 
favourite; and who is there, that does not hail his 
notes with delight, and listen to them with rapture ? 
Many a tribute, in the course of our lucubratioils; 
have we oiTered to this interesting bird : we will yet 
»add another-^^and another; Some of our readers may 
have already seen the following pretty sketch, as it 
is taken from the ' Table Book' of the ingenious 
Mr. Hone ; but this is, t&e think, of no import ; it de- 
serves to be removed to our collection of Natural 
History Curiositie^^ and will there shine ' like a 
jewel new set.' 

The Evening Lark. 
I love thee better at this hour, when rest 
Is shadowing earth, than e'eu the iiightiiij^ale : 
The loudness of thy song, that in the morn 
Rang oyer heaven, the day has softened down 
To pensive niusic. 
In the evening, the body, relaxed by the toil of the day, dis- 
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poses the mind to qutetiiess and eontempiatioB. The eye, dnamed 
hy close appHcattoa to books or bosiiiessv langaisfaes for tbe 
greeDness of tbe fields ; tbe brain, elonded by tbe smbke alid TOr 
pour of close rooms and crowded streets^ droops for the fragraiice 
of fresh breezes, and sweet-smelling flowers. 

Summer cometfa, 
The bee hummeth, 
The grass springetb. 
The bird singetfa. 
The flower groweth, 
And man knoweth 
The time is come 
When he may rove 
Thro' vale and grove. 
No longer dumb. 
There he may hear sweet voices, 

Borne softly on the gale ; 
There he may have rich choices 

Of songs that never fail ; 
The lark, if he be cheerfal. 

Above his bead shall tower; 
And the nightingale, if fearfal, ' 

Shall soothe him from the bower. 
« - ft 

If red bis eye with study. 

If pale with care his cheek. 
To make them bright and ruddy. 

The green hills let him seek. 
The quiet that it needeth 

His mind shall there obtain; 
And relief from care, that feedetfa 
A like on heart and brain. 
The air wascQoJ and fitful, phiying with the leaves, as not cai^ 
ing to stir them ; and as I strayed, the silence was broken by 
the voice of a bird— it was the tit-lark. I recognized his beauti- 
ful ' weet' and ' fe-er,' as he dropped from the poplar among the 
soft grass. Evening closed over me : the hour came 

When darker shades around us thrown 
Give to thought a deeper tone. 

High in the cool and shadowy air rose the voice of a sky-Uirk, 
who bad soared to take a last look at the fading day, singing his 
yeipen, - It was a sweeter lay than bis morning or mid<«day 
carol — more regular and less ardent — divested of tbe fervour and 
fire of bis noontide song — its hurried loudness and shrill tones. 
The softness of the present melody suited tbe oalm and gentle 
hoar. I listened on, and imagined it was a bird I bad beard in 
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the antninii of last year : I reooiieoted the lengthy aiid well-ttmed 
nasic — the 'cfaeerche^er/— •* weet^weetyche-er^ — * we-et, weet, 
-eiicer' — ' cfcc'^er/— * weet, weet'— <* cfaeer, weet^.weet.' I &till 
tUnkitto faaye be^n the rery bkd of tiie fornier teasoii. Since 
then he had seen 

The greenness of the spring, and all its flowers; 

The ruddiness of summer and its fruits ; 
And cool and sleeping streams^ and shading bowers ; 

The sombre brown of autumn, that best suits 
His leisure hours, whose melancholy mind 
Is calmed with listening to the moaning wind. 
And watching sick leaves take their silent way, 
On iriewless wings, to death and to decay. 

He had survived them, and had evaded the hawk ip the cloud, 
and the snake in the grass. I felt an interest in this)>ird, for his lot 
had been like min^. The ills of life — as baleful to man as the 
bird of prey and the invidious reptile to the weakest of the fea- 
thered race — had assailed me, and yet I had escaped* The notes 
in the air ^rew softer and fainter — I dimly perceived the flutter of 
descending wings — oiie short, shrill cry finished the song — dark- 
ness covered the earth— and I again sought human habitations, 
the abodes of carking c^res, and heart-rending jealousies. 

Tn this months the orchis will be found in moist 
pastures^ distinguished by its broad, black spotted 
leaves, and spike of large purple flowers. The wal- 
nut has its flowers iii full bloom. 

The banks of rills' and shaded hedges are orna- 
mented with the pretty tribe of speedwells, particu- 
larly the germander speedwell, the field mouse-ear/ 
the dove's-foot crane's-bill, and the red campion ; the 
-two first of azure blue, aod the two last of rose co- 
lour, intermixing their flowers with attfactire variety. 
The country is now in perfection, every btish a nose- 
gay, ail the ground a jp|i0c^ of embroidery. The air, 
indeed, is enriched with native perfumes, and the 
whole creation seems to smile; on each tree we hear 
the voiee.oftioelody, and in every grove there is a 
-concert of^#arbling masic. 

. Of birds, fliefre is «t beautiful description in Mr. 
Montgomery's f^ Pelican Island,' a poem to be read 
agam mi again> and every time with renewed plea- 
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Birds, the free teimuUi ui* land, air, and oceaD, 
Their forms all symmetry, their motions grace; 
In plumage, delicate and beautiful. 
Thick without burthen, close as fishes' scales, 
Or loose as full-blown poppies to the breeze ; 
With wings that might have bad a soul within them, 
They bore their owners by such sweet enchantment;— 
Birds, small and great, of endless shapes and colours. 
Here flew and perched, there swam and dived at pleasure; 
Watchful and agile, uttering voices wild 
And harsh, yet in accordance with the waves 
Upon the beach, the winds in caverns moaning. 
Or winds and waves abroad upon Uie water. 
Some sought their food among the finny shoals, 
Swift darting from the clouds, emerging soon 
With slender captives glittering in their beaks ; 
These in recesses of steep crags constructed 
Their eyries inaccessible, and trained 
Their hardy broods to forage in all weathers : 
Others, more gorgeously apparelled, dwelt 
Among the woods, on Nature's dainties feeding. 
Herbs, seeds, and roots; or, ever on the wing, 
Pursuing insects through the boundless air: 
In hollow trees or thickets these concealed 
Their exquisitely woven nests; where lay 
Their callow ofispring, quiet as the down 
On their own breasts, till from her search the dam 
With laden bill returned, and shared the meal 
Among her clamorous suppliants, all agape ; 
Then, cowering o'er them with expanded wings. 
She felt how sweet it is to be a mother. 
Of these, a few, with melody untaught. 
Turned all the air to music within hearing. 
Themselves unseen ; while bolder quiristers * 
On loftiest branches strained their clarion-pipes. 
And made the forest echo to their screams 
Discordant, — yet there was no discord there, 
But tempered harmony ; all tones combining. 
In the rich confluence of ten thousand tongues, 
To tell of joy, and to inspire it. Who 
Could hear such concert, and not join in chorus? 
Not I.-^Sometimes entranced, I seemed to float 
Upon a buoyant sea of sounds : again 
With curious ear I tried to disentangle 
The maze of voices, and with eye as nice 
To single out each minstrel, and pursue 
His little song through all its labyrinth, 
Tili^my soul entered into him, and felt 
M 
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Every vibration of his tbrilling^ throat. 
Pulse of his heart, and flatter of his pinions. 
Often, as one among the maltitude, 
^ I sang from very fulness of delight ; 
Now like a winged iisher of the sea, 
Now a recluse among the woods, enjoying 
The bliss of all at once, or each in turn. 

The lilac, the barberry, and the maple, are now 
in flower. At the latter end of the month rye is in 
ear; the mountain-ash, laburnum, the guelder-rose, 
clover, columbines, with their singular and fantastic 
nectaries, — the alder, the wild chervil, the wayfaring 
tree, or wild guelder*rose, and the elm, have their 
flowers full blown. 

The various species of meadow grass are in flower. 
The buttercup spreads over the meadows ; the cole- 
seed in com fields ; bryony, the arum, or cuckoo-pint, 
in hedges; the Tartarian honeysuckle, and the Cor- 
chorus Japonictty now show their flowers. The haw- 
thorn (white and pink) is usually in blossom about 
the middle or end of the month. 

April halh shed prolific showers. 

And now Mat^ opes her own sweet flowers, 

Thy head is white as snow ; 
Fragrant and poignant is the smell. 
Soon shall thy dark green berries swell. 

And into coral grow. 

The principal show of tulips takes place in this 
month (see T.T. for 1824, p. 158). The dazzling and 
gorgeous appearance of beds of tulips cannot fail 
to attract the notice of the most indifierent observer; 
some varieties of this elegant flower are very splen- 
did, and unrivalled for the beauty of their exquisite 
colours. 

Some ingenious observations on the colours of 
plants, we extract from Dr. Drummond's First Steps 
to Botany, p. 252. 

The underside of leaves, in general, he observes, is much paler 
than the upper, and most flowers, even the * thousand>coloured 
tulip,' is green until it expands, and experiences the jcontlkct of 
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the son's rays. Let me warn yon, says Dr. Drammond, however* 
never for a moment to forget that plants are living bodies, and that 
if light, air, and water produce in them important changes, they 
do so through the Tital energies of the plant, and not from bare 
(shemical affinities, snch as exist between dead or inoiganical ob- 
jects. We are not, therefore, to refer the changes from one colour 
to another in plants to chemistry alone, but to those energies which 
belong to living organised beings, whose effects we see, though 
their manner of acting is inexplicable by our limited faculties. 

The colours of plants have, with some apparent ingenuity, been 
referred to the predominance of acids and alkalis over each other^ 
or to their various admixture ; but we need not dwell on this 
theory, I think we may lay it down as an undoubted fact, that 
every species of animal and plant has a mode of vital action 
peculiar to itself They all breathe air in one form or another, 
and they all use food, but very different results follow. The self* 
same heap of earth that nourishes the most wholesome vegeta^ 
blesy gives vigour, also, to the most deadly. 

The drops which morning sheds 
With dewy fingers on the meads. 

The pinks' and violets' tubes to fill, 
Alike the noxious juices feed 
Of deadly hemlock's poisonous weed^ 

And gives them fatal power to kill. 

The same soil from which the violet scarcely lifts her head, 
gives growth to the aspiAg pine, whose high top tapers to the 
clouds, and to the monarch oak, whose giant limbs bid defiance to 
the storm. Let us not, then, attempt to explain the colours of 
flowers by any specific theory, but admit, that while light is neces* 
sary to their production, yet, that the vital action, whatever that 
may be, of the individual species, is the agent which modifies the 
llg^t so as to produce that colour which nature has intended the 
plant to assume. Food is as necessary to animals, as light to 
plants ; but a portion of food may be swallowed by a bird, and 
converted into feathers, which, were it digested by a fish, would 
form scales; by a quadruped, hair; by a serpent, perhaps, a deadly 
poison, and so on. Although light, therefore, is necessary to 
vegetables, it is not it, but the vegetable itself, which is the ope- 
rator in producing the variety of colour : and when we say that 
light causes snch or such phenomena in plants, we are merely 
to understand that the plant makes use of the light for its own 
purposes, reflecting some of its rays to produce colours, or ab- 
sorbing and digesting^ others to form various vegetable products. 

There is a plant nearly allied to the Lungwoi't, now common in 
gardens, which, being more stately and of much larger dimen- 
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; 1 . . 

sioos, exhibits more strikingly the same change of blossom from 
red to blue. This is the priMy Comfreyy a native of the Caacasas. 
The Japanese Honeysuckle has its flowers, at first, of a bright 
silvery white, but they afterwards change to a golden yellow ; so 
that on the same raceme some corollas are pare white, and others 
like gold; whence in China and Japan it is named kin gin qua, 
which means * gold and silver flowers.' A more remarkable 
example occurs in the clutngeable Rose Hibiscus of the East Indies 
and China ; whose corollas on opening in the morning are green : 
they soon become white ; towards noon change to a reddish hue ; 
and, in the evening, are bright crimson. The changeable ComFfiag 
is still more remarkable, as in it the colour changes from morning 
till night ; but on the morning succciBding, the original hue has 
returned, and the same alterations are again gone through. This 
continues for nine or ten days. In the morning the colour is 
brown, in the evening bluish. Andrews mentions that a figure of 
this plant was begun at ten in the morning, but before the draw- 
ing was finished, the plant was so totally clianged in colour, that 
there was an absolute necessity of waiting till the next day to 
complete it. 

The eDtire-leaved or single peony expands its 
crimson petals in our gardens in May or June: 
although the doable pepny is a formidable rival, it 
must yield to this; for it not only delights us with its 
flowers, but in the autumn i^ fruit, consisting of 
many black shining seeds, int^bingled with nume- 
rous crimson abortive ones, is, in the general scarcity 
of flowers at that season, the most splendid ornament 
to the parterre. 

Weeds increase greatly in this month, and should 
be eradicated wherever they appear, particularly after 
a shower of rain. 

'TIS now the Spring, and weeds are shallow-rooted; 
- Suffer them now, and they'll o'ergrow the garden, 
And choke the herbs for want of husbandry. 

The weed, indeed, must be hunted for with con- 
tinued diligence, as often it 

Flourishes securely 
Beneath the friendly shelter of a flower, 
Which hangs its sweet leaves over it, and hides it 
From those whO'Would destroy it h. neble. 
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Poetical Pictures in May. 



lEatls ittoming. 

['Written for Time's Telescope, by Richard Howitt.] 
Grey is the morning sky: not yet hath barst 
The san in splendour on his early way ; 
Yet even now are heard the sounds of day : 
The lark is in the air, ever the first 
To call the sun, with music, from the east. 
The nightly rush of water hath not ceased 
Its pleasant tune, whose gentle strain is nursed 
On the hushed moonlit air, but never heard 
Midst living sounds the sunny day hath stirred. 
The dove with plaintive sound the woodland fills; 
The cuckoo's voice is on the distant hills. 
Telling of days to natural hearts endeared. 
Come forth, O Sun I come forth, and thought shall bring 
Days, with this day to live, from many a spring ! 



iEhening* 

[Written for Time's Telescope, by Riciiard Howitt] 
It is delightful, ^midst the early dew 
To be a wanderer, when the morning hours 
Bear on their wings the perfume of all flowers ; 
And from the green earth to the heavens blue 
Ascends the song of birds, anew begun : 
It is delightful, when the summer sun 
In noontide fervour sails above the hills. 
To rest beneath the shade of trees, where run . 
Impetuous waters, from the mountain rills. 
Cooling the air, meanwhile their murmur fills 
The ear with soothing music ; yet for me 
nu has a charm more tender, now the bills 
Of the glad thrush and blackbird, far and free, 
Shout forth the day's decline aloud from tree to tree. 

Vj^e during lEbening. 

[From the German of Matthisson.] 

In evening's radiant light how lovely gleams 

The meadow's tender dew ! 
The glowing landscape's dancing shadow swims 

Bright in the rivers blue. 
m2 
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Fair is the rocky spring— the blooming hedge — 

The wood illumed with gold ; 
Fair is the evening star, whose silver edg^, 

Peeps 'neath the cloudlet's fold. 

And fair the valley's bloom— the meadow's sheen. 

The mountain, verdant-hued ; 
The alder-well and pool, with sedgy green. 

And flow'rets overstrewed. 

All, all is held, within or 'yoiid our gaze. 

In love's unfailing band; 
The fiery sun, and insect in his blaze. 

Lean on one father-hand. 

Thou see'st, Almightiestt the leaflets chase 

Each other from the spray ; 
Thou see*st, inscrutable, in boundless space, 

A comdt pass away ! 

Stray Leaves, 



Thou that hast loved so long and well 

The vale's deep quiet streams. 
Where the pure water-lilies dwell, 

Shedding forth tender gleams ; 
And o'er me pool the May-fly's wing 
Glances in golden eves of spring ; 

Oh ! lone and lovely hannts are thine. 

Soft, soft the river flows. 
Wearing the shadow of thy pine, 
. The gloom of alder-boughs ; 
And in the midst, a richer hue. 
One gliding vein of heaven's own blue ! 

And there but low sweet sounds are heard— 

The whisper of the reed, 
The plashing trout, the rustling bird, 

The scythe upon the mead ; 
Yet through the murmuring osiers near, 
There steals a step which mortals fear. 

■ This poem is from the very popular work called ' Death's Do- 
ings,* and the etching which illustrates it, represents an angler intent 
upon his sport, while Death, with a casting net, is about XqcvlX short 
both his pastime and his life. 
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Tis not the stag^ that comes to lave, 

At noon, his pantiDg breast ; 
Tis not the bittern, by the wave 

Seeking her sedgy nest ; 
The air is filled with summer's breath, 
The yoiing flowers laagh**yet, look I 'tis Death / 
But if, where silvery enrrents rove, 

Thy heart, grown still and sage. 
Hath learned to read the words of love 

That shine o'er nature's page ; 
If holy thoughts thy guests have been 
Under the shade of willows green; 

Then, lover of the silent hour. 

By deep lone waters passed. 
Thence bast thou drawn a faith, a power, 

Xo cheer thee through the last ; 
And, wont on brighter worlds to dwell, 
Mayst calmly bid thy streams farewell. ^ 

Peasant Children. 

[Written for Time's Telescope by Richard Howitt] 
With siWery willows fringed, that screened in part, 
And part allowed bright entrance to the sun, 
A small brook past the peasant's cottage run ; 
And there, in eager playfulness of heart. 
His light-haired, rosy, laughing boys were bent 
To stay the lapse of the clear element. 
With flowery sward and pebbles piled athwart. 
And soon glad shouts announced their crowned intent ! 
Oh, might they thus Time's forward course arrest 1 
For, like that sunny stream, their life must creep 
Through denser shades, to nooks more dark and deep, 
Where rarely sleeps the sunlight on its breast: 
Thus, too, their young existence, pur« and free, 
Must lose its current in life's bitter sea ! 

Soniut. 

[Written for Time's Telescope by Richard Howittl 

' To-day,' said I, ' throughout my native place, 

Since but one day is mine, I'll wander free; 

Again each childhood-hallowed haunt retrace, 

And every old familiar object see.' 

I sought the churchyard, wandered by the brook. 

Again on every gentle hill I stood, 

Then strolled to every solitary nook. 

As I was wont, by field, and stream, and wood.; 
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Yet careful thoaghts, intrasive, with me went, 
Though round me were the mirth and flowers of ilfay, 
And through my mind a dreamy languor sent ; 
Till, with regret, when wandering thence away, 
I sighed, to think I saw net half I sought, 
An^ where I should have looked, was lost in thought 

A Kural BctM. 

There's a farm 
Close hy*-oh ! we must show it you. Sir Francis, 
Which is almost my envy. And it is 
The prettiest walk! — Through a heech-wood the path ; 
A wild, rude copse-road winds beneath the light 
And feathery stems of the 3'onDg trees, so fresh. 
In dieir new delicate green, and so contrasting 
With their slim, flexile forms, that almost seem 
To bend as the wind passes, with the firm. 
Deep-rooted vigour of those older trees, 
And nobler, — ^those grey giants of the woods, 
That stir not at the tempest. Oh ! that path 
Is pleasant, with its beds of richest moss. 
And tufts of fairest flowers, fragrant woodroof 
So silver white, wood-sorrel elegant. 
Or light anemone. A pleasant path 
Is that; with such a sense of freshness round us, 
Of cool and lovely light: the very air 
Has the hue of the young leaves. Downward the road 
Winds, till beneath a beech, whose slender stem 
. Seems tossed across the path, all suddenly 
The close wood ceases, and a steep descent 
Leads to a valley, whose opposing side 
Is crowned with answering woods ; a narrow valley 
Of richest meadow land, which creeps half up 
The opposite hill ; and in the midst a farm. 
With its old ample orchard, now one flush 
Of fragrant bloom ; and just beneath the wood. 
Close by the house, a rude deserted chalk pit. 
Half full of rank and creeping plants, with briars 
And pendant roots of trees half covered o'er, 
Lake some wild shaggy ruin. Beautiful 
To me is that lone farm. There is a peace, 
A deep repose, a silent harmony. 
Of nature and of man. The circling woods 
Shut out all human eyes ; and the gay orchard 
Spreads its sweet world of blossoms, all unseen, 
Save by the smiling sky. That were a spot 
To live and die in I miss mitford. 
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JUNE has for its zodiacal sign Cancer^ which the 
sun enters in the morning of the 22d. The name of 
June gave rise to various etymologies ; but the most 
probable one derives it fromJfino^ in honour of whom 
afestival was celebrated atthe beginning of the month. 
Ovid assigns the 1st of June to " Carna," the goddess 
of the hinge ; who also presided over the vital parts 
of man, especially the liver and the heart. Massey, 
commenting on his taste, cannot divine the connexion 
between such a power and the patronage of hinges. 
* False notions/ he says, *in every mode of religion, 
lead men naturally into confusion/ 

In JUNE 1828. ' 

1. TRINITY SUNPAY. ■ 

The observation of this festival was first appointed 
by the Council of Aries in 1260. — See some curious 
particulars relative to this day in our last volume, 
pp. 183-187. — On Trinity Sunday, at Commercy, some 
persons go into the country very early in the morning, 
' to see Uiree suns rise at the same time.' 

1. NICOMEDE. 

Nicomede was a Christian of some distinction at 
Rome. He was a man of most active benevolence ; 
but was scourged to death in the second persecution 
under Domitian. 

5. — CORPUS CHRISTI. 

This festival, ' the body of Christ,' was appointed 
in honour of the Eucharist, and always falls on the 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday. It is called the Fete 
IHeu, or Corpus Christi, and is one of the most re- 
markable festivals of the Romish church. — ^An ac- 
count of the ' Procession of the Host' is given in our 
last volume, p. 188 ; see also T. T. for 1826, p. 136. 
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5. SAINT BONIFACE. 

fioniface was a Saxon presbyter, born in England, 
and at first called Wilfrid. He was murdered in a 
barbarous manner by the populace near Utrecht, 
while preaching the Christian religion, on this day, 
in the year 755. 

*6. 1827. PETER HERVE DIED, 

Founder of the National Benevolent Institution, in 
Great Russell Street, London. 

*10. 1412.— ENCOURAGEMENT OF MATRIMONY. 

On this day. King Henry IV granted his royal 
license to a hospital called the Maison Dim, or 
* God's House,* erected by Roger Thornton, on the 
Sandhill, Newcastle, for the purpose of providing 
certain persons with food and clothing. Before it 
was pulled down in 1823, the ' Merchants' Court' was 
established over it, and, at this time, a new building 
for the company of Free Merchants, &c., is erected 
on its site. The son of the founder of the old hos- 
pital granted the use of its hall and kitchen ' for a 
young couple when they were married to make their 
wedding dinner in, and receive the offerings and gifts 
of their friends, for, at that time, houses were not 
large.' Mr. Sykes, in his interesting volume of 
^ Local Records,' remarks that ^ this appears an 
ancient custom for the encouragement of matrimony.' 

11. SAINT BARNABAS 

Was descended of the tribe of Levi, and born at 
Cyprus. He was stoned to death by the Jews. An 
epistle written by him is still extant: it is published 
in Wake's Apostolical Fathers. 

17. SAINT ALBAN. 

Saint Alban suffered martyrdom at Verulam, now 
St. Alban's, iii 303. A splendid abbey was founded 
in memory of the martyr, A.D. 795, by Offa, King of 
the Mercians. 



I 



IN JUNE 1828. 143 



*18. 1815. BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

HONNEUR AUX BrAVBS. 
[By H. M. Parker, Author of the Draught of Immortality.] 
Honour unto the brave! 

HoDour to those who fall 
Where freedom's banners wave, 

Where glory's trumpets call ; 
The laurel, that alone 

Should shade a hero's grave. 
Will bloom when we are gone — 

Then, * Honour to the brave !' 
Honour unto the brave ! 

Honour to those who bleed 
Their native laud to save, 

Oh ! their's is fame indeed ! 
Who that could perish so, 

W^ould live to be a slave? 
Could brave men crouch so low? 

No ! — * Honour to the brave !' 

Honour unto the brave I 

Who bore their banner high 
Above tlie stormy wave. 

Beneath the stormy sky: 
They sleep the hero's sleep. 

In many an ocean-cave. 
But their fame is on the deep — 

Then, * Honour to the brave!' 

Honour unto the brave ! 

Where'er they draw the sword ; 
Honour to those who crave 

But fame as their reward : 
In camp, in regal hall, 

On mountain, or in cave, 
At beauty's festival — 

Still, * Honour to the brave 1' 

*18. 1827. — LORD BE TABLEY DIED, 

A munificent patron of literature and the fine arts. 
Almost from infancy^ he was devoted by personal 
attachment, and by congeniality of mind and pursuits, 
to his present Majesty^ by whom he was honoured 
by close and familiar intercourse. In early life he 
visited Italy, where he spent a considerable time with 
the late Francis, Duke of Bedford, in the cultivation 
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of his taste for literature and the fine arts. This 
taste became almost a passion with him ; and^ it is 
not too much to say, that, by his deaths the English 
school of painting has lost one of its best friends. 
In the encouragement of painting, sculpture, and en- 
graving, he was at once liberal, generous, and inde- 
fatigable. As a connoisseur, his judgment was cor- 
rect—his taste exquisitie ; and, as a painter, he pos- 
sessed great merit. His superb collection, formed 
at immense cost, was frequently opened for public in- 
spection. It may be said of Lord de Tabley, that he 
was an elegant scholar, and a perfect gentleman. 
His manners were refined ; and, in all the relations 
of life, he was an object of respect, esteem, and love. 
By Laidy de Tabley— of whom the exquisite portrait, 
as Hope, by Sir Thomas Lawrence, can never be 
forgotten — his Lordship had two sons : George, his 
successor, born on the 28th of October, 1811; and 
William-Henry, bom on the 4th of July, 1813. 

*19. 1566. K. JAMES I. BORN. 

Hame says that James I. ivas awkward in his person and un* 
gainly in his manners; and Sir Anthony Weldon, in the 'Court 
and Character' of James, nearly in the same words with Balfour, 
goes into the detail. His Majesty was of middle stature, mode- 
rately corpulent, his eyes large and always rolling, his beard 
thin, and his tongue so much too large for his mouth that he drank 
unseemly. His legs were weak, and his walk circular. What- 
ever his changeable ness in other respects might be, he was con- 
stant to his apparel, usually dressing in the same fashion, and de- 
lighting to wear his clothes till they came to rags. He was con- 
stant also to the dishes which he preferred at his meals. His 
doublet was quilted for stiletto-proof. Both Weldon and Balfour 
add, that he never washed his bands, but only rubbed his fingers 
slightly with the wetted end of a napkin. Much of this is con- 
firmed by a very curious volume preserved in the British Mu- 
seum, containing Sir Theodore Mayeme's Memoranda of his pro- 
tessional attendance upon King James, from 1611 to the time of 
his death. The same volume also contains various notices re- 
lating to Charles the First and Queen Henrietta Maria. The 
whole is in Latin, with copies of all the prescriptions administered 
to the royal patients. Sir Theodore Mayerne states, that King 
James was born at Edinburgh, June 19^^, 1566, at half past eleven 
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in tbe foreiloon ; that he hud a drunkard for a wet-nurse, to whose 
ifitiated milk he was indebted for so considerable injary that« 
aUtbd^h weaned within twelve months, he coald not i^alk till his 
sixth year : and it is remarkable, that in another of Sir Theodore's 
Mannscripts, his *£pfaemeridcs/ or daily Journal of attendance upon 
other Patients, he states a simitar fact of Anne of Denmark, James's 
Qaeen, who was carried about in the same manner till her iiinih 
year. Sir Theodore says. His Majesty's leffs were slender, scarce- 
ly strong enough to carry bis body ; that his jaws were narrow, 
and rendered swallowing difficult, a defect which he inherited 
both from his nlother and from King James the Fifth ; that bis head 
was strong, and never affected by the sea, by drinking wine, or 
riding in a chariot ; that in moist weather, and in winter, he had 
usually a cough ; that his skin was soft and delicate, but irritable; 
tiiat he never eat bread, always fed on roast meat, and seldoni or 
never eat of boiled, unless it was beef; that he was very clumsy 
in his riding and huntiug, and frequently met with accidents; 
that he slept ill, waked often in the night, and called his cham* 
beiiains, nor could sleep be again readily induced unless some 
one jread to him; that he was passionate, but that his warmth 
quickly subsided; that be had naturally a good appetite and a mo- 
derately fair digestion ; that he was very often thirsty, drank fre- 
qaently* and mixed his liquors, being very premiscaoas in his use 
of wines* Till 1613 he had never taken medicine; and, like bii^ 
predecessor, was always averse to it. 

Fuller describes Kin^ James's manner of speaking* ' His 
Scotch tone/ the historian says, ' he rather affected than de- 
cline^ : and. though his speaking spoiled his speech in some En* 
glish ears, yet the masculine worth of his set orations command- 
ed reverence, if not admiration, in all judicious hearers ; but in 
common speaking, as in his huntin||^, he stood not on the clearest 
bnt nearest way. He would never go about to make any ex- 
preKnonB^-^EUiis Original Letters, Second Series, voL iii, pp« 
198-aOO. 

Sir Walter SCott, in his * Fortunes of Nigel,' has the following 
admirable ' portraiture' of his most sacred Majesty, King James 1 : 
«^' He was deeply learned, without possessing useful knowledge ; 
sagacious in many individual cases, without having real wisr 
dom ; fond of his power, and desirous to maintain and augment 
it, yet willing to resign the direction of that and of himself to the 
most unworthy favourites ; a big and bold asserter of bis right in 
words, yet one who tamely saw them trampled on in deeds ; 
a lover of negotiations, in which he was always outwitted; and a 
fearer of war, where conquest might have been easy. He was 
fond of his dignity, while he was perpetually degrading it by undue 
iamiliarity ; capable of much public labour, though often neglect- 
ing it for the meanest amusement ; a wit, though a pedant ; and a 
scholar, though fond of the conversation of the ignorant and unedu- 

N 
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cated. Eyfin bit timidity of tetoper was not imiform ; and tbere 
were moments of bis life, and those critical, in whicli be showed 
the spirit of his ancestors. He was laborious iA trifle^ and a 
trifler where serious labour was required ; deToat in his senti- 
ments, and yet too often profane in bi& Upgnappe ; just and bene- 
ficient by nature, he yet g^ve way to tjie iniqiiiti^f and oppres- 
sions of others. Up was penurious r^pecUvff QM^ey which he 
had to give from his own hand, yet ineonsiderately and imbound- 
edly profuse of that which he did not, seor In a word, those good 
qualities which diq>layed themselTes in partipular cases, and oc- 
oasions, were not of a nature sufficiently firm and cofippreheniive 
to regulate bis general conduct ; and, slwwing theinseWes as they 
occasionally did, only entitled James to the ciuii«cter bestowed 
on him by Sully — that he was the wisest fool in Christendom/ 

20. — TRANSLATION OF KPWABD, King ofW.Somms. 
Edward was first buried at Wareham; but, three 
years afterwards^ his body was removed to Shrews- 
bury, and tbere interred with great pomp. 

*20. 1826. — PROCESSIOl^r OF THE DRAGON AT 
NORWICH. 

For an account of this singular custom, still in use, 
consult our lastToIume, p. 190. 

2L — LONGEST DAY. 

This day is, in London, 16 h. 34 m. 5 s., allowing 
9 m. 16 s. for refraction. — On this day, we have been 
accustomed to offer our readers ' food for reflection' 
on the progress of Time, — its value aiid its evanes- 
cence : — may they profit by the following admonitions, 
which will, we fear, be at once pleasing andpainfril 
to most persons ! May these effusions, ere we meet 
again, cease to generate a reproach in the mind of 
the reader ! ValMnt quantum valebunt ! 
The Dial. 
This. shadow oa the dial's face, 
That steals, from day to day, 
With slow, unseen, unceasing pace, 

Moments, and months, and years away ; 
This shadow, which in every clime, 
Since light and motion first began, 
Hath held its course sublime ; 

What is it?— Mortal man ! 
It is the scythe of Time. — 
A shadow only to the eye. 
It levels all beneath the sky. table book. 
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Time. 

Higit Irrevocabilc Tcmpui, 

• What ia yoor life? It is •ren a Tapotar, which appearcth for a little time, 
«nd then vaoisheth away.' 

Yes — all Bmy grace one mortal day, 
Tiiat warms the heart and wins the eye. 

And gives each ardent sense to stmy 
From rapture to satiety- 
Wealth, glory, grandeur, thrpned on high, 

And that which melts the heart of stone, 
The magic beam of beauty's eye ; 

But time glides on— and all are gone. 

And thou, whom Heaven*s high will denies 

To soar above thy fellow-men. 
For thee as dear a nodfie may rise, 

In village cot or mountain glen, 

Where, loving and beloved again, 
Thy hopes, thy heart, may rest in one : 

Oh ! what is life ? time flies, and then 
Death speeds his dart^ and both are gone. 

And thou, vile wretch, forbear to weep, 

Tliy misery need not last for aye ; 
Why feed the thought that else mig^t sleep, 

Why waste in hopeless grief away I 

Deserted in thy darker day. 
If friends are ded, and thou alone. 

Thy God. will prove a firmer stay : 
Seek Him — time flies^ and thou art gone. 

Oh I where are all the gaads of earth» 

Love's melting smile, young beauty's bloom,-* 
The pomp of wealth, the pride of birth — 

Are these remembered m the tomb ? 

No : sunk in cold oblivion's gloom 
They lie — their very names unknown ; 

The mouldering marble tells their doom, — 
They lived — time fled, and they are gone. 

So thou shalt fall : but dost thou deem 

To steep in peace beneath the sod ? 
Dash from thy soul that empty -dream. 

And know thyself» and know thy God,^ — 

Ko earth nor time restrain his rod ; 
And thoH, a few short summers flown, 

Thou tread'st the path thy fathers trod, 
Thy doom is fixed, and hope is gone. 



148 REMARKABLE DATS 

Chained to the dust from whence ye spring, 

Why thus from yon bright skies be driven? 
Oh, turn to yoar eternal King, — 

Believer-repent, and be forgiven. 

Haste, seize the proffered hope of Heaven, 
While life and light are yet thine own; 

Swift as the passing cloud of even. 
Time glides /ilong, and thoa art gone! ' dale. 

Threefold is the stroke of Time : 
The /ufwr^— will be heard anon ; 
The PRESENT — as an i^rro\i's gone ; 
The past's a silent chime. Stray Leaves. 

*23. 1827. ^WILLIAM DAVIS DIED, MT. 36, 

A London Bookseller, and author of an < Olio of 
Literary Anecdotes/ and a ^ First and Second Joamey 
round the Library of a Bibliomaniac^ It has been 
recorded of Mr. D$ivi$ (and we believe the character 
given of hiTn), that he was a truly good man, and 
more free from vice of every sort than the generality 
of mankind : he was most ppright in all his dealings^ 
a good father, and an excellent husband ! 

24. SAINT JOHN baptist, AND MIDSUMMER DAY. 

The nativity of| St. John the Baptist is celebrated 
by the christian chureh on this day» because he was 
the forerunner of our blessed Lord, and, by preaching 
the doctrine of repentance, prepared the way for the 
gospel. 

Not clothed in purple or fine linen, stood 

The Wilderness Apostle ! He was found 
O'ercanopied by wild rocks fringed with wood, 

Where nature's scenery darkly frowned ; 
There stood the seer, his loins begirt around, - 

With outstretched hand, bare brow, and vocal eye ; 
His voice with sad solemnity of sound. 

More shrilling than the eagle's startling cry, 
* Repent! repent!' exclaimed, 'Christ's Kingdom draweth 

- nigh.' BERNARD. BARTON. 

On the eves of St. John the Baptist's and St. Peter's 
Days^ about six in the evening, it is the custom, at 
Bonneval, to light up 9^ sort of feu-de-joie, or great 
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bonfire, in the middle of one of the public squares 
or cross-ways; and a long pole, ornamented with 
branches and flowers, is usually stack in the centre 
of the pile. The clergy commonly attend the place 
of this ceremony, in great pomp, set light to the fire, 
sing some hymns customary on the occasion, ana 
leave the spot. The people then take possession^ 
leap upon the pile, and seize some of the burning 
bnuids, which they place in the tester of their bed, 
as a preservative against thunder. On the next 
day, that of the fete, the servants put nosegays over 
their masters' doors, to give a public proof Aat they 
are satisfied with their treatment, and are willing to 
continue in their service. 

In Spain, on Midsummer Eve, there is a bonfire 
lighted opposite the house of every one who has the 
cbristianname of John; and this is made by a pitched 
barrel filled with combustibles, Sec. John or Juan 
being a Very common name in Spain, the towns, on 
this evening, wear the appearance of a general illumi'* 
nation, to celebrate some great event. — On the origin 
of the Midsummer Fires, see our last volume, p. 199. 

At Commercy, on the eve of Midsummer Day, it is 
the custom to go to a very high hill, and wait there 
till sun-rise, to see the sun dance. The herbs and me- 
dicinal plants gathered on the eve of St. John's Day, 
are reputed to have an extraordinary virtue, particu- 
larly against certain evils, and in particular diseases. 

Feast ofSaiiU John the Baptist at Perigueux. 

The following curious account of this festival is 
extracted from the ' Black Book/ kept among the 
archives at the town* hall : — 

It is to be nbted, that, by the statutes of the town, when Mes- 
siean the Mayor and the Consnls take upon them their office, 
they swear t6 appoint, every year, on the eve of the day of St« 
John the Baptist, the following officers, viz. ao Emperor, a King^, a 
Duke, a Marqness, and an Abb^ ; who are to be appointed ac* 
cording to the different quarters of the town, by these regulated 
bouodariet ; that is to say, the £mperor towards the Phmtiers; the 
King at the bridge; the Duke at the Limogean and the Aiguil- 

n3 
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lerie; the Marquess in the Rae Neuve; the Abb^ at St. Sibilr* 
comprehendiDg part of Tailtefer and the Aiguillerie. To each of 
which officers, the said Abb6 excepted, they give seven sous six 
deniers (S\d. and a fraction), as a pledge and pension once paid ; 
and to the said Abb^ every butcher is to give two pounds of beeft 
As soon as they are appointed, every one must take off his hat or 
cap when he sees them, from the eve aforesaid to the Sunday, 
after St. John's Day, even if they happen to be seated ; in default 
whereof, the offenders shall be soundly beaten by all and every 
one of the said officers. There is also due to them, from, the 
married women of the town and neighbourhood, in manner and 
form following; that is to say, by her who was married in the year 
preceding the same eve, a squaj*e pincushion, lozenged with cloth 
or leather of different colours, and ornamented with flowers' ; 
and a Imibh to be given by her on whom this duty devolves, 
whether to the King or to the others : but this may be com- 
pounded for in money. The woman who has been twic^ married 
is bound to furnish an earthen pot, with thirteen sticks taken from 
different fruit trees, which pot the said officers, each in bis juris* 
diction, are to fix to the end of a pole, the Sunday after the said 
feast ; and certain persons, who offer themselves, are to be pre- 
sented with ther said sticks, their eyes being closed, and are to 
try to strike the said pot; and he who breaks it, is to have two 
sous six deniers (Id, and a fraction), the said sum of money to bo 
paid by the others who have not broken the said pot : further, 
there is due from the woman who has been married ihree times,- 
ft basket of cinders -sifted thirteen times, and thirteen spoons, to 
be made of tlie wood of thirteen different fruit trees ; and the 
woman who has been married four times, shall provide & houate 
dn the rivei' Isle, with thirteen rafters to it, in which thirteen meu 
clad in white shall lodge-, at the expense of the said woman ; she 
who has had FIVE husbands must pay a tub full of the dung of 
the white hen. The men are exempt from these duties. 

The order to be observed in initiating the said officers (besides 
the devotional service attached to the ceremony), is, that the 
mayor and consuls take the proper oath to each ; and, on the eve 
of the said feast, the mayor and the consuls, in their hoods, meet 
in the house of the consulate, with the principal inhabitants and 
others, who, having branches and the herbs of Saint John in their 
hands, go to fetch, one after the other, the said officers,*-condQct 
them with hautboys and tambourins to the Place de la Clautre, 
and cau^e them to sit down in a row, one after the other, round 
tt, May-tree ; and there is due, on this account, a rent from the 
inhabitants of Puy . . • . the said officers having their 
faces turned towards the company. And then the said mayor 

»The women still use these pincushions to ornament their toilet!*,. 
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and consuls walk io processioDy singing the song made on the 
birth of St. Jobn tlie Baptist, in the Perigoardin dialect, and the 
Teligioas people, praying to God, make a procession ail romid' the 
placet and bring Httle children and girls with them. This being 
done, the said officers and the inhabitants go to the house of the 
consulate, where a collation is prepared at the expense of the 
town. There is also dne from the tenants of the house of JU- 
beyrols des Plantiers, a rent to the said officers ; that is to say, a 
barrel of wine and two large white loaves, which are piesented 
to ibem in the street, on a table covered with a cloth. Then the 
said dficers of St. Jobn, emperor, king, &c. singing the under* 
mentioned song in the evening, ronnd a lire made in front of the 
said consalate boase, at the expense of the said tenants, &o." 

The titles of Emperor, King, Duke, Marquess, and 
Abb^, borne by the ofEicers of St John, are supposed 
to designate the illustrious persons who formerly met 
at Perigaenx; and it is probable that they were in* 
tended to represent Charlemagne, his son, the Duke 
of Aquitaine, and some celebrated persons who ac- 
companied this great man in his expedition to Spain; 
the Abb6 was, no doubt, intended for Bran tome. 
And there appears considerable foundation for this 
conjecture, when we reflect that Charlemagne, and 
even Pepin his father, were benefactors of the ancient 
and celebrated abbey of Perigueux. This curious 
custom was probably instituted about the year 778, 
the period at which Charlemagne made the conquest 
of a part of Spain. 

29. — SAINT PETER. 

. The festival in honour of this apostle was insti- 
tuted in the year 813. Hegesippus, Ewebim^ and 
other early historians, say that he was crucified with 
his head downwards. — For an account of the Cock 
Jtlass, as celebrated in Columbia on this day, see our 
volume for 1826, p» 158. A description of the illur 
mination of St. Peter's, at Rome, as lately witnessed 
by an English traveller, is given in T. T. for 1827, 
p. 201. 
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Characters ofKin^ Philip and Queen Mary. 

King Phii.if.«— He is of lAort rtatttre, bat his person appears to 
advaatage^ bo& when armed and in domoioa attire. Though of 
great a&hmty and politeness, h» diaraoter is marked with gra* 
vity. His anderslaiiding is good, and his judgment <;orrect. Be« 
sides Spmisli, he knows Latin, Italian, and French. He is also 
Kberai aUd iMigioDs, but withoat possrasing either the digmty, of 
tte ambition of his father. He abhors war to such a degree that 
he nerer takes the field in person, imitating therein his great* 
gruidfother Ferdinand, who obtained gi'eater advantages and 
more g^y through the exploits of 8r. Prospero, the Marchese di 
Pescaro, Antonio di Iieyva, and other generals, than he could 
have done by his own exertions. He is bated by all nations, the 
Spanish not excepted ; apd much envied bv the house of Austria. 
Neither is he the richer for not being fbnid of warl Being how- 
ever, as it v^ere, forced to war by the French, he affects valour and 
impetuosity, lest the enemy should slight him, and prove still more 
unceremonious in breaking truces and agreements. As to his 
authority iii England, your Serene Highness maybe assured, that 
in all affkirs of importance, whether public or private, he is made 
ta act precisely the same part as if be were the natural king of 
England ; and this on account of the great respect and love with 
which he is treated by the Queen and Cardinal Pole. Sensible, 
however, that he is new in this kingdom, he modestly, and 
wisely too, leaveb every thing to the management of the Queen 
and the Cardinal. He receives petitions, but more in the cha- 
racter of mediator than as a patron, letting justice take its course 
in criminal eases, but frequently stepping forward to procure 
pardon or mitigation of punishment after conviction. He, more- 
over, has always maintained himself, and his whole court, entirely 
at his own expense ; and even allows pensions, amounting to up- 
wards of fifty-four thousaad sendi in gold, to some Englishmen 
who remained faithful to the Queen in the conspiracy of Wiat, 
without receiving any farther services froili them. His coming 
to England has proved more useful to the country than anything 
tlutt has lately happened; for it has been calculated, that the 
money which he, together with other foreigners who came hither 
fbr his sake, have spent here, in little more than one year, 
amounts to a million of gold, the whole of which remains in the 
island. With all this he cannot live with dignity in this country, 
(Ml account of the iiBolence virith which foreigners are treated by 
the English, and wlueh it is not in his power to obviate. 

QuBEN Mary.— She is the daughter of Henry Vlllti* and of bis 
Queen Catherine, daughter of Ferdinand the Catholic, King of Ar- 
ragon ; is a Princess of great worth. In her youth, she was rendered 
unhappy by the event of her mother's divorce ; by the ignominy 
and threats to which she was exposed after the change of religion 
in England, she being anwiUing to bend to the new one \ and 
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by the dan^pers to wbicb sbe was exposed by tbe Duke of Nor- 
Ibamberland, and tbe riots among the people wben sbe ascended 
tbe throne. Sbe is of sbort stature, well made, tbio and delicate, 
iind moderately pretty ; her eyes are so lively that she inspire 
reverence and respect, and even fear, wherever sbe turns them » 
nevertheless sbe is very short-sighted. Her voice is deep, almost 
like thatof a man. Sbe understands five languages, English, La* 
tin, French, Spanish, and Italian, in which last, however, she does 
not Ycnture to converse. She is also much siplled in ladies' w6rk, 
such as producing all sorts of embroidery with tbe needle. Sbe 
has a knowledge of music, chiefly on the lute, on wbicb she plays 
exceedingly Well. As to tbe qualities of her mind, it may be said 
of her, that she is raisb^ disdainful, aiid parsinidnious rather than 
liberal. She is endowed with great humility and patience, but 
withal high-spirited, couragcpus, and resolute; having, during the 
whole course of her adrerslty, beea guiltless of any the least ap- 
proach to meanness of comportment ; sbe is, moreover, devout 
and staunch in the defence of her religion. 

Tbe cabal sbe has been exposed to, the evil disposition of 
tbe people towards her, the. prc^ejit poverty and tbe debt of tbe 
crown, and her passion for King. Philip, from whom sbe is 
doomed to.live separate, are so many other causea of tbe grief 
by which she is overwhelmed. She is, moreover, a prey to tbe 
hatred sbe bears my Lady EUzabetfa, and which has its source in 
the recollection of tbe Wrongs she experienced on account of her 
mother, and in the fact that all eyes and hearts are turned toN 
wards my Lady Elizabeth as successor to tbe throne.— ^ee Mu 
4:hele*g Report, in Mr* Ellis's Original Letters, Second Series,\oL ii, 
pp. 236-238, 

9lfitrottomical ©cmttences 

In JUNE 1828. 

Solar Phenomena. 
The Sail enters Cancer at 8m. past 12 on the 21st 
of this month ; be also rises and sets, daring the 
same peribd, as in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Sun's Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

Jane 1st, Sunrises 53 in. after 3. Sets 7 m. past 8 

6th 49 3 .... U 8 

11th 46 3 ...• 14 .....^. 8 

16tb 44 3 .«.. la 8 

^Ist .; 48 3 .... 17 ...... 8 

86th 48 8 ..-.. 17 ...i.-8 
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Equation of Time. 
In the ordinary concerns of life, it frequently hap* 
pens that it is required to reduce apparent into mean 
time, or that which should be indicated by a well- 
regulated clock, which is done by the following 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fift^ ^^V^ 

Sunday, Jiinc Ist, from the time by the dial suh. 2 23 

Friday.... 6th ; Iff 

Wednesday llth V 4« 

Monday.... Iftlh to the time by the dial add 17 

Skturday.... 8Ut 1 ^ 

Tharsday...fl6th 3 «5 

Lunar Phknombna. 

Last Quarter, 4th day, at 2 m. after 11 at night 

NewMooB .. llth 19 11 in the forenoon 

First Quarter 90th 69 ...... 9 in the aflernoon 

Full Moon •• 97th 49 «••••• 3 «•••« 

Moon* 8 Passage over the Meridian* 
The following transits will afford good opportnni- 
ties for observation this month, should the weather 
prove favourable at the time : viz. 

June 3d, at 90 m. after 4 In the morning 

4th • • 9d •••■•• d •.•.•••.•... 

9th • • 90 •••••• D ••.«.••••••• 

eth .. 9 ...... 7 

7th .. 6y 7 * 

8th .. 46 8 

^h •• 3 * 6 intheeTening 

91st .. 48 6 

99d .. 36 7 

98d .. 96 8 

94th .. 90 9 

95th .. 18 10 

96th .. 19 11 

Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 
The following are the respective times of full tide 
at London Bndge> on certain days of this month; 
those for other days, or other places, may be found 
as already directed. 
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TABLE OF TIDES. 

Morning, J^ftemoon, 

June Ut, at IQin.after 4 • 88 m. past 4 

6th ..40 8 14 9 

1 1 til •• ll<*««*»* 1 •••••••• oD • • • • • X 

16th .. 31 4 88 4 

91st .. 44 7 18 8 

96th .. 40 10 1 

Phbkomeka Planetarum. 
Phases of Venus. 
Hie disk of tliis beautiful planet is now less than 
half illuminated ; and she therefore appears like a 
bright crescent. From her rapid approach to the 
earth her brightness daily increases, and she will 
attain her maximum brilliancy, abont the 21st of tiiis 
month. Under favourable circumstances, when at her 
greatest brightness^ she has sometimes been known 
to cause objects to emit a shadow* 

,„„^ 1 a» i lUuminated part ss 5 02849 
June Ist I jj^^^ ^^^^ . ,. . = 6-97651 

Eclipses ofJupUer^s Satellites, 

There will be 20 eclipses of the first and second 
of these satellites this month, but only the following 
three will be visible at Greenwich: viz. 

Emersions. 

First Satellite, 7th day, at 1 m. M 9* after 11 at night 

80th 14 •• 89 U 

Second Satellite 3d 47 .. 89 11 

Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets and Stars. 

Jane 1st, with B In Capricorn, atmidaiglit 

23d .••• Jupiter 9 in tlie morning 

89t1i .... /3 In Capricorn • • 9 

Other Phenomena, 
The planets Mercur;r and Saturn will be in con^ 
jmietioB witti each other at midnight of the 17ih of 
ibm month. The former will also attain his greatest 
olongatton on the 27th« 
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The following; lines are applicable to the planet 
Venus during the fine evenings of this months when 
she shines with considerable brilliancy: — 

... The Evening Star. 

The Evening Star illames the blae' south. 

Twinkling iri loveliness. O, holy star!] 

Thou bright dispenser of the twilight dews ; 

Thou herald of night's glowing galaxy, 

And hal-binger of social bliss, how oft, 

Amid the twilight of departed years. 

Resting beside the river's mirror clear. 

On trunk of massy oak, with eyes upturned 

To thee in admiration, have I sat, 

Dreaming sweet dreams, till earth-born turbulence 

Was all forgot ; and thinking that in thee. 

Far from the rudeness of this jarring world. 

There might be realms of quiet happiness. ' 

Blackwood's Magazine. 

%^t iBtatutaltfiirfii Btatp 

For JUNE 1828. 

The season now is all delighr. 

Sweet smile the passing hoort; 
And Summer's pleasures at their height, 

Are sweet as are her Jlowers, clare. 

Each chapter of the creation is equally divine^ 
equally the emanation of its omnipotent author. 
The minutest particle of it is too great for the puny 
intellect of -man to grapple with: how, then> shall it 
compreh^lid the whole? The earth clothed with an 
.endless variety of animal and vegetable life ; and 
even the mould beneath its surface inhabited by 
beings adapted to'^Aetr state of existence: oceans 
and riverd peopled with shoals of living things, to 
the shapes and instincts of many of which we are 
•strangers : and, to descend to minutiae, the air itself 
animate with congregated myriads of imperceptible 
creatures : the liquids we midke use of, but masses of 
animation ;— an animal almost imperceptible is the 
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theatve and sapport of railUoas which are entirely so. 
How is the mind swallowed up and lost intiieim^ 
m^isity whidi it vainly attempt to fathom ; bnt^ eyen 
on the snrface of which, it is tossed and driven aboiU 
like a feather on the ocean. But, perhaps, amid this 
apparently bonndless variety, there is no class of 
created things more calcalated to delight tiie senses 
of man them that of flowers. 

What a beanteous and odorous populace burst 
into existence beneath the footprints of creative 
Spring, as she walks over the earth clotiied with 
beauty as with a garment. Then advances Summer ^ 
in the full pride of maturity, and deluges its whole 
soiface widi prodigal and luxuriant fertility. Lovely 
are the variegated fruit-blossoms, the beauteous cra- 
dles of the little germs which are soon to ripen into 
those coloured and sunny balls, which shall bow 
down the branches in autumn ! Beautiful are the gay 
inhabitants of the garden ! the gorgeous and queen- 
like rose — purity's emblem, the fair lily — the lofty 
and clustering lilac — ^the white snowdrop (a little 
billet flung from the delicate hand of Spring, to com* 
maud the departure of Winter) -*»die fringed pink— 
the lowly;, heartsease — the climbing and odorous 
honeysuckle, entwining itself around, and adorning 
the omect by which it is upheld (lovely emblem of 
the auction and devotedness of woman) — the rain- 
bow-headed tulip; and many beside, too many to be 
enumerated. But do these alone possess beauty and 
impart delight ? Does not the field, the hedgerow, 
the river's brink, and, indeed, every spot accessible to 
the silver shower^ or the creative sunbeam, present 
Ibe mind with volumes to amuse and instruct it ? Are 
the exquisite flowers of the violet, blue and white 
(like constancy and purity), inferior to any of the' 
minions of cultivation ? Is there not beauty in the 
asphodel ? Does not the simple and modest daisy 
begem the fields and the lawns almost entirely through- 
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out the year? Hath not the meadow its golden wealth 
of cowslips; the hedge its hawthorn; the heath its 
bine-bells? And, low as they may be ranked in the 
scale, are not even the lichens and mosses, which 
clothe the most desolate places, replete with sweet- 
ness and with beauty ? 

They are the jewels of nature— the poetry of the 
earth ! yet how dull and insensible is mankind to the 
moral which they inculcate ; how deaf to the lan- 
guage which they convey. While the sensitive and 
intellectual few, of all ranks, perceive and revel in 
their sublimities, — the unfortunate, whose orbs of yi* 
sion are sealed in darkness, is not more blind to 
them than are the great majority of mankind. Be- 
hold the vulgar clown, or, it may he, the not less 
vulgar mammon-worshipper, what charms have na- 
turjftl objects for him ? 

A primrose by the river's biini, 
A yellow primrose is to him. 
And it is nothing more. 

'How is the ethereal spark of mind tainted, or ab- 
sorbed by the earthiness of our nature ! How reck- 
lessly will they tread underfoot, without observation, 
things which thrill the more gifted mind of the poet 
or the painter with ecstasy'. 

Bring flowers, young flowers, for tbe festal board. 
To wreath the cap ere the wine is poured ; 
Bring flowers ! they are iq)ringing in wood and vale, 
Their breath floats out in the southern gale. 
And the touch of the sunbeam hath waked the rose, 
' To deck the hall where the bright wine flows. 

Bring flowers, to strew in the conqueror's path — 
He hath shaken thrones with his stormy wrath ! 
He comes with the spoil of nations back, 
The, vines lie crushed in his chariot's track, 
llie turf looks red where he won the day — 
Bring flowers, to die in the conqueror's way ! 

* Spirit and Manners of the Age, vol. i, p. 890. 
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Briog Itowert to tbe imtive's kmely ceD, 
. Hmv have tales of thejoyous woods to tell ; 

Of loe free, blue streams and the glowing sky. 

And the bright world shut, from his iaogaid eye ; 

They will bear him a thought of the sunny hours, 
• And a dream of his youtl^-^bring him flowers, wild flowers ! 

Bring flowers, fresh flowers, for the bride to wear ! 
Tbey were born to blush in her shining hair. 
She is leaving the home of her childhood's mirth, 
She hath bid farewell to her father's hearth : 
Her place is now by another's side— 
Bring flowers for the locks of the fair young bride« 

Bring flowers, pale flowers, on the bier to shed 

A crown for the brow of the early dead : 

For this, through its leaves bath the white rose burst ; 

For this, in the woods was the violet nursed ; 

Though they smile in vain for what once was ours. 

They are love's last gift — bring ye flowers, pale flowers. 

Bring flowers to the shrine where we kneel in prayer, 

They are nature's offering, their place is there! 

They speak of hope to the fiiinting heart. 

With a voice of promise they come and part, 

They sleep in dust through the wintry hours. 

They break forth in glory— bring flowers, bright flowers. 

FELICIA HEMANS. 

The Austrian rose bloasoms in the early part of 
the month, as does also the Chinese rose : these ar^ 
followed by the common garden rose^ the single yet- 
low rose, and the white rose ; last of all comes that 
loveliest of floral attractions, — the ' Moss Rose/ 
A Polish poet has written a beautiful eulogy on the 
rose ; it is thus translated by Mr. Bo wring : 

Bose of the morning, in thy glowing beauty, 
Bright as the stars, and delicate and lovely. 
Lift up thy head above thy earthly dwelling. 
Daughter of heaven ! 

Wake! for the watery clouds are all dispersing; 
Zephyr invites thee : frosts and snows of winter 
All are departed, and Favonian breezes 
Welcome thee, smiling. 

Bise in thy beauty,— Wilt thou form a garland 
Round the fair brow of some beloved maiden ? 
Pure though she be, unhallowed temple nevel*, 
Flow'ret, shall wear thee I 
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Tboa should'st be wreatbed in oeroaftl UnaMMtel; 
Tboa should'st be flung upon a sbiine eternal ; 
Thou should'st be twined among the golden ringleli 
Of the pure Virgin. 

Specimens of Polish Poets, 

From the garden to the field it is but a step ; and 
here we may see clover in blossom, and regale our 
olfactory senses with its delightful fragrance. The 
sweet-scented vernal grass> which is the cause of the 
very delightful scent of hay, flowers alfiM> in this 
month, and difiuses its fragrance through the conntry. 
About the beginning of June, the pimpernel, tiiyme, 
the bitter-sweet nightshade, white bryony, and the 
dog-rose, have their flowers full blown. The poppy 
is now in flower. 

The opium of commerce is prepared from the Papaver ^omni- 
ferunif or white poppy, so named from the whiteness of its seeds. 
Opium is merely the milky juice of the plant inspissated, and 
blackened by drying. It is obtuned by making incisions ia the 
capsules every evening, and in the morning the sal^, which lias 
distilled from the wound, and become thickened, is scraped off^ 
and being afterwards worked by the band in the sunshine, is 
formed into cakes of about four pounds weight each. The quan- 
tity ofthis drug used for medical and other purposes Is immense. 
Six hundred thousand pounds are said to be annually exported 
Irom the Ganges alone. 

' Whatever be the mystorioas link couiecttng mind to matter, 
we are certain that during this ' mortal coil' the formor n 
influenced by the condition of the latter, especially of that part 
« which seems to be the soul's peculiar habitation, the nervous 
system. A human being may linger under disease of the langs 
or other viscera, and be worn to the last thread ef debilijty and 
emaciation, and still, the brain remaining sound, the intellec- 
tual faculties may continue in as full force as at any former pe- 
riod of life. Let the brain, however, be diseased, and then, 
whatever be the state of the other organs, the mental fabric ge- 
nerally falls into disorder or ruin. I'hosc substances called aor- 
catics act with peculiar influence on the miad^ throngh the 
medium of the nerves, and, of these narcotics, opium is one 
of the most powerful. 1 pretend not to explain how it acts ; 
the gratuitous assumption of spirits, nervous oscillations, and 
all that tissue of conjectural doctrine which once formed the 
pride and boast of physiology, having, though late, sunk at 
last into deserved neglect That opium, however, exerts a 
powerful influence on the mind as well as body, is obvious 
to almost every one's experience* It albiys pain, and lightens 
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sorrow; diflMes m pie»siii{^ langaorover tbe frame, and gives 
nnosual seriuUty to the mind, dispelling from it every appreben- 
sioD of soblonary evil, and steeping it in scenes of elysium. It 
is, indeed, an agent which can, for a period at least. 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain ; 
And, with a sweet obli vioas antidote, 
Cleanse the full bosom of that perilous staH^ 
Which weighs upon the heart. 

But tUs is only for a time ; and the charm being dissolved, the 
soot awakes from its trance only to experience aggravated woe, 
in tliose at least (and even in Britain the number is not small), 
wiM> have fallen into the habitual use of this drug. If there be on 
earth a misery that approaches, what we might be allowed to coo- 
eeive, as among the worst sufferings of a future place of punish^ 
ment, it is the state of an opiunk-eatei\ after the action of his 
dose has subsided. Unhappy and trembling, his head confused, 
and his stomach sick, remorse at his heart, bat his resolution too 
feeble to attempt a reformation ; feeling as an outcast from every 
thing that is good or great, he returns despairing to a repetition 
of his dose, and every repetition adds confirmation to the evil 
habit. His constitution becomes exhausted in a few years ; he 
grows prematurely old, and dies of palsy, dropsy, or some dis*^ 
ease as fatal; he dies, having, by bis own weakness and iroprii* 
deoce, lived a life of wretchedness in this world, and looking for* 
ward, at his exit, to the darkest scenes of misery in the next. 
How often does man turn the greatest blessings into the greatest 
curse I — Drummand's First Steps to Botany , Second Edition, p. 300. 

The foxglove^ which produces a beautiful flower^ 
blossoms in this month as well as in the next. 

One of the most interesting insects in June, is^ ii^ 
its perfect state, the angler's may-fly. The insects 
known by the name of ephemera, and which live 
only for a few hours, or at most for a day or two, 
have hitherto been supposed to be destitute of all 
the parts of the digestive canal. This suppositicfi 
has lately been proved to be wholly without founda- 
tion* It has also been found, that, during their brief 
existence, their skin is twice entirely changed. There 
are also the golden-green beetle ; various kinds of 
flies; the cuckoo-spit insect, ahd the stag-beetle. 
The several species of the gadfly make their appear- 
ance in June. The larvae of the dragon-fly, after a 
two years' submersion in stagnant water, ascend 

o 2 
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die Stalks of plants, and barst their shells. Aa ae- 
connt of some rare insects appearing in this month 
is given in oar last volume^ p. 2!^. 

The numerous species oi Aphides W[e now ioxmA on 
many plants, bearing an appropriate name from each. 
Those which infest the rost-tree and hmn are possibly 
most nnder observation. One is green, and scarcely 
distinguished from the colour of the young leaves ; 
the other is black. In the months of June» July, aad 
August, the entomolc^st will fiad full employments 
— See SamouelWn Introduction to Britiih Entomo^ 
logy. 

Insects, indeed, abound in this and the two follow- 
ing months, and offer a most pleasing study to the 
lover of Natore's minutest works ; tb^ir endless va^ 
riety, their brilliant colours, the singularity of tiieir 
forms, and the admirable contrivance with which the 
individual of each family has been adapted to the 
mode of life provided for it, call forth pur hound* 
less admiration of the skill and power of the great 
Creator. 

Then insect legions, pranked with gaudiest hues. 
Pearly g^old, and purple, swarmed into existence ; 
Minute and marvellous creations these ! 
Infinite multitudes on every leaf, 
in every drop, by roe discerned at pleaaure. 
Were yet too fine for unenlightened eye, — 
Like stars, whose beams have never reached our world, 
Though science meets them midway in the heaven 
With prying optics, weighs them in her scale, 
Measures their orbs, and caioulates liieir coortes. 
^ Some barely visible, some proudly shone, 
* Like living jewels ; some grotesque, uncouth, 
And hideous, — ^giants of a race of pigmies ; 
These burrowed in the ground, and fed on gaHbage; 
Those lived deliciously on honey-dews. 
And dwelt in palaces of blossomed bells ; 
Millions on milliqiis, winged, and plumed in front. 
And armed with istings for vengeance or assault, 
Filled the dim atmosphere with hum and hurry : 
Children of light, and air, and fire they seemed, 
'Oieir lives ail ecstasy and quick cross motiop. 

Pelican Island, 



BeM, evurindatlruMis, now wing their way from 
flowdrto flowMT, ki search of the raw material, ol 
wUdi to concoct their precioi» manafacture of 
honey* 

' Seme-MBgiilar soperttitioBs respecting tbe bee^ exiftt in different 
taaanttUm of Europe, partiealarly 10 Frtnee. In the envirow of 
Bomnevaly Department of Eare-et-Loir, persons who liiiTe beet 
are verj particular, wlien there is a death in the family, to go im- 
mediately to each hive to annoance tbe monmfnl event that has 
taken place, and to tie.a piece of biacic cloth to ^. If this cus- 
tom be neglected, they hold it as certain that all the bees will 
soon die ; hence, the custom is strictly observed. Many people 
pretend that the omission of this form has uniformly caused the 
Joss of their bees; and it is still not uncommon to meet with 
many sensible persons who are of the same opinion. In Britany^ 
if there are any bees in tiie house where a wedding is celebrated, 
they always dress their hives in red, which is done by putting a 
bit of scarlet cloth on each of them, the Bretons supposing that 
the bees will leave their hives, if they do not participate in the 
joy that animates their masters. 

Bees in Egypt.— As Upper Egypt only retains its verdure for 
five months, and tbe flowers and harvests are earlier there, the in* 
habitants of the Lower country profit by these precious moments. 
Tbey collect the bees of different villages in large boats. Each pro- 
prietor trusts to them his hives, which have a particular mark, 
when the boats are laden, the men who have the management of 
ijbem gradually ascend the river, stopping at every place where 
they find flowers and verdure. The bees, at the break of day, 
quit their ceils by thousands, and go in quest of the treasures 
which compose their nectar. They go and come several times 
laden with booty. In the evening, they return to their habitations, 
without ever mistaking their dwelling. After travelling three 
months in this manner on the Nile, the bees, having colled the 
perfiimes of the orange-flowers of the Said, the roses of the JPai- 
oum; the jessamines of Arabia, and a variety of other flowers, are 
brought back to the places they had been carried from, wliere they 
liow find new riches to partake of. This industiy procures &e 
Egyptians delicious honey, and bees'-wax in abundance.— <*For 
an account of bees in Mexico^ see our last volume, p. 1^* 

Marigolds and peonies and roses^ including tb^ 
guelder-rose', with its balls of dazzling whiteness^ now 
display their beauties. The Star of Bethlehem shines 
in all its splendour, and pinks and sweet-william add 
their pretty colours : the panicled lychnidea and red 
Talerian ornament our gardens at this period, the de« 
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licate lilac of the one forming a pleasing contraat with 
tibe rich crimson of the other. The blosson^ of the 
sweet'brier are now open; the white lily> and the 
flower-de-lacCy or iris, with its splendid floscules and 
cariousIy*formed pistils^ shine in the garden. The 
forget-mcHDiot also flowers in Jnne^ and throogboat 
the sommer. 

[Written for Time's Telescope, by tfary Howitl] 

Ah ! simple-hearted piety. 
In former days such flowers could see : 
The peasant, weodiog to his toil, 
fieheld them deck the leafy soil ; 
They sprang around his cottage door; 
He saw them on the heathy moor ; 
Within the forest's twilight glade. 
Where the wild deer its covert made ; 
In the green vale remote and still, 
And gleaming on the ancient hill. 
The days are distant now — ^gone by 
With the old times of minstrelsy ; 
When, all unblest with written lore, 
Were treasured up traditions boar; 
And each still lake and mountain lone 
Had a stern legend of its own ; 
And hall, and cot, and valley-stream. 
Were hallowed by the minstrers dream. 
Then, musing in the woodland nook. 
Each flower was as a written book, 
Recalling^ by memorial quaint. 
The holy deed of martyred saint ; 

* Mindful of the pious festivals which our church prescribes, 1 have 
sought to make these charming objects of floral nature, the Umepiece$ 
of myreligioug calendar^ and the mementos of the hastening period of 
my mortality. Thus I can light the taper to our Virgin Mother on the 
blowing of the white snow-drop, which opens its floweret at the time 
of Candlemas ; the 1ady*s smock and the dafTodll remind me of the 
AttDunciatlon ; the blue harebell, of the festival of St. George ; the 
raottnculns, of the Invention of the Cross ; the scarlet lychnis, of St. 
^ John the Baptist's Day ; the white lily, of the Visitation of our Lady ; 
and the virgin's bower, of her Assumption ; and Michaelmas, Mar- 
tinmas, Holy-rood, and Christmas, have all their appropriate moni- 
tors. 1 learn the time of day from the shutting of the blossoms of the 
tolar of Jerusalem and the dandelion, and the hour of the night by the 

SttrS.*->»A FaANCMCAN. 
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Th» pfttteni faith, wbiitbt antoMaed, 
Grew mightier, tried tbroiHi^fa fire and blood. 
One blossom, 'mid its leafy shade, 
The virgiD^s pority pourtrayed : 
Aod one, with cup ail crimsoa dyed, 
Spolce of a Saviour crucified ; 
And rich tlie store of holy thought 
That little forest-flower brought. 
Doctrine and miracle, whatever 
We draw from books, was treasured there. 
^ Faith, ill the wild wood's tangled bound, 

A blessed heritage bad found ; 
And Charity and Hope were seen 
In the lone isle, and wild ravine. 
Then pilgrims, through the forest brown, 
Slow journeying on from town to town. 
Halting 'mong mosses green and dank, 
Breathed each a prayer before he drank 
From waters by the pathway side. 
Then duly, morn and eventide, 
Before those ancient crosses grey, 
Now mouldering silently away, 
Aged and young devoutly bent 
In simple prayer — how doquent ! 
For each good gift man then possessed 
Demanded blessing, and was blest. 

What though in our pride's selfish mood 
We hold those times as dark and rude^ 
Yet give we, from our wealth of mind. 
More grateful feeling, or refined? 
And yield we unto Nature aught 
Of loftier, or of holier thought^ 
Than they who gave sublimest power 
To the small spring, aad ample flower ? 

9 iHoming in Sunt. 

II is the hour before the labouring bee has left his golden 
hive; not yet the blooming day buds in the blushing East; 
uot yet has the victorious Lucifer chased from the early sky 
the fainting splendour of the stars of night. All is silent, save 
the light breath of mom waking the slumbering leaves. Even 
Jiowa golden streak breaks over the grey mountains. Hark! 
toshriUchantieleer! As the cock crows, the owl ceases. Hark! 
to shrill ^lanticleer's feathered rival ! the mounting lark springs 
from the sullen earth, aod welcomes, with his hymn, the coming 
day. The goMen streak has expanded into a crimson crescent, 
and raya of living fire flame over the rose-enamelled east* Man 
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rises sooner than the sun ; and already sound the whistle of the 
ploughman, the song of the mower, and the forge of the smith,-— 
and hark ! to the bugle of the hunter, and the baying of his deep- 
mouthed hounds. The sun is up— the generating sun ! and temple, 
and tower, and tree — ^the massy wood, and the broad field, and 
the distant hill, burst into sudden light'-quickly upeuried is the 
dusky mist from the shining river«-quickly is the cold dew drunk 
from the raised beads of the drooping flowers ! — Vivian Grey* 

ttwii^t. 
The sun had already sunk behind the mountains, whose un- 
dulating forms were thrown into dark shadow against the crim- 
son sky. The thin crescent of the new moon floated over the 
eastern hills, whose deep woods glowed wilh the rosy glories 
of twilight Over the peak of a purple mountain, glittered the 
solitary star of evening. As the sun dropped, universal silence 
seemed to pervade the whole face of Nature. The voice of the 
birds was stilled ; the breeze, which had refreshed them during 
the day, died away, as if its office were now completed ; and 
none of the dark sounds and sights of hideous night yet dared to 
triumph over the death of day. Unseen were the circling wing^ 
of the fell bat; unheard the screech of the waking owl; silent the 
drowsy hum of the shade-born beetle ! What heart has not ac- 
knowledged the influence of this hour— the sweet and soothing 
hour of twilight ! — the hour of love, the hour of adoration, tbo 
hour of reat ! — when we think of those we love, only to regret 
that we have not loved more dearly ; when we remember our 
enemies, only to forgive theml— Vivian Grey. 

^oonltsl^t Vit\x^i in iDtatletra. 

The nights are delicious— so soft and balmy, with the moon 
walking in summer brightness. The orange trees just now are 
in full flower, and, in these warm evenings, load the air with 
perfume. It is delightful to lean out of the window, and inhale 
all this luxury. From the silent hills around, to the white city 
beneath me, every thing is sleeping so still in the moonshine — all, 
«ave the sea, the rippling of which is distinctly visible in the bright 
track of light that strikes across it to the desertas. I love, too, 
in these warm, bright nights, to ramble in the corridors; th« 
young vine shoots have just covered in the trcllices, and the 
effect of the moonlight through the leafy bower is very pretty^ 
The whole garden, indeed, at such a season, affords in its wilder- 
ness an inexhaustible store of studies, equally romantic and pic- 
turesque. The bananas, in particular, strike me ; the large ex- 
panse of its light, green leaf, catches, and as it^ were, reflects the 
rays with a breadth of light and shadow quite different in itii 
effect from that of any other tree. — Rambles in Madeira. 
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Poetical Pictures in June, 

The misty clonds of purple line 

Are fading from the eye ; 
And ruddy streaks, which morning drew, 

Have left a dappled sky ; 
The sun has called the bees abroad, 

Wet with the early hour, 
By toiting for the honied load 

£re dews forsake the flower. 

O'er yonder hill, a dusty rout 

Wakes solitude from sleep ; 
Shepherds have wattled pens about, 

To shear their bleating sheep : - 
Less pleasing is the public way, 

Traced with awakened toil ; 
And sweet are woods, shut out from day. 

Where sunbeams never smile. 
The woodbines, fresh with morning hours, 

Are what I love to see ; 
The ivy-spreading darksome bowers 

Is where I love to be ; 
Left there, as when a boy to lie 

And talk to flower and tree. 
And fancy, in my ecstasy. 

Their silence answers me. 
« * 

How sweet the fanning breeze is felt. 

Breathed through the dancing boughs ; 
How sweet the rural noises melt 

From distant sheep and cows : 
The lovely green of wood and hill, 

The hummings in the air, 
Serenely in my breast instil 

The rapture reigning there. 
« m 

And flowers these darksome woodlands rear, 

Whose shades they yearly claim, 
That Nature^s wondVous mystery wear. 

And bloom without a name ; 
What different shapes in leaves are seen 

That o*er my head embower, 
Clad in as many shades of green 

As colours in the flower! 



168 THE naturamot's diary. 



Here oft, though grass «iid moss are neea 

Tanned bfown for want of sbowets. 
Still keeps the ling its darksome green, 

Thick set with little flowers; 
And yonder, mingling o'er the heath. 

The forze delights to dwell, 
Whose blossoms steal the summer's breath, 

And shed a sultry smell. clare. 

ibttn$((t. 
[Written for Time's Telescope, by Delta of Blackwood's Magaaine.] 
Young Summer sheds upon the flowers 

Her tenderest tints of fair array, 
As bright and beautiful the hours 

Of evening radiance melt away : 
How glorio^y the cloudless sun 
Forsakes the world he shines upon 1 
As if to say, though ebon Night 

Must take the reins, and rule awhile. 
Soon shall the streaks of rosy light 

Above the orient mountains smile, 
And Day's red pennant be unfurled. 
Resplendent, o'er a happy world. 
Above the sea— athwart the sea — 

He sheds abroad his crimson beams ; 
Bloom on, thou dark-green alder tree— '^ 

Glide by, ye waveless azure streams- 
Sing on, ye little birds— the hour 
Is Beauty's reign, and Feeling's dower, 
life's circling hours have few like this— 

'Twere almost crime to think of grief; 
Give up the bosom to its bliss, 

Although its visions may be brief; 
Nor let one human care alloy. 
This trance of unpolluted joy ! 

^ioiliglbt. 

An American Scene. 
The haze of gathering twilight Nature spreads, 
And pale and paler wax the changeful clouds: 
Then sunk the breeze into a breathless calm ; 
The silent dews of evening dropt like balm ; 
The hungry nighthawk from his lone haunt flies^ 
To chase the viewless insect through the skies: 
The bat began his lantern-losing flight ; 
The lonely whip^or-witl, our bird of night. 
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£v«r unsoeii, yet ever seemtiiji^ new. 

His shrill note quavered in the startled ear ; 

The bnfoiqg beetle forth did gaily hie, 

With idle hum, and careless biund'ring eye ; 

The little trusty watchman of pale night, 

The fire-fly, trimmed anew bis lamp so bright. 

And took kia airy circuit round 

The sparkling meadow's green and fragrant bound, 

Where blossomed clover, bathed in balmy dew. 

In fair luxuriance, sweetly blushing, grew. 

Backwoodsnum* 



THIS month received the name of Julius, in me- 
mory of Julius Csesar, who was born on the 13th of 
July* The sign for this month is Leo. — Venison feasts 
predominate in July, particularly in London, among 
the civic corporations, the appetites of whose mem- 
bers for venison and other good things, 250 years 
ago, proved ^ offensive' to her Majesty (Queen Eliza- 
beth) and her nobility, and called forth the following^ 
curious letter from ' Lionel Ducket, Lord Mayor of 
London, to Lord Burghley, upon the reformation of 
excessive feasting in the Halls of the City Compa- 
nies, and in Taverns/ It is printed in Mr. Ellis's va- 
luable work, so often referred to, the ' Origmal Let- 
tersy' Second Series, vol. iii, p. 37, and is as fol- 
lows : — 

Our dutie to yo^^ L[>rdship humbly done ; it may please the 
same to be advertised that for anoyding the excessive spending 
of venison and other vitail in the Halles of this Citie, wnich we 
understand to haoe ben offensive to her Ma^® and the Nobilitie, 
wd haue by act of Comou Counsel forbidden such festes here- 
after 1o be kept, and bane restrained the same only to necessarie 
flU^tiages in w^ also no venison is permitted, as by the copie of 
the Act herewth sent unto yo*" L. may appere. And further, for 
that we finde not only great expense of venison to haue ben in 
Taitemes and Cookes houses, but also vrry many and great enor- 
mities botbo of dronkennesse, seditions, rumors, unthrifty assem- 
blies, incontinence, and other euelles to growe of inordinate re- 
sorting to tauemes and tippling houses, specially by the meaner 
sort, we have sought mcane to redrcsse such disorder by restrain- 

P 
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iug: the drinkinj^ and eating in such bonses.. The forme of this 
Act, which we herewith send yor. L. hatii ben considered by me, 
the Maior, and all my brethren the Aldermen, and by a great 
number of the discretest comeners to whome the same hath ben 
comitted, and in our and their opinions, and generally of good 
citesens, very well thought of, so as we intend to procede wt-^ 
offring it to the Comon Counsel if yo^* L. haue liking therof^ 
which yor good allowance we thought meete herin to haue respect 
unto not only for yo^ L. good aduise which we humbly beseche 
you to geue us, but also for that without yo^ good meahes for 
some like order in S^ Martin's and Westm'* and other exempt 
and adioyning places, it is by many citesens thought that our 
preceding here will lack a great part of the frute that is hoped to 
ensue thereby. For which cause we haue bothe sent yo*^ Honor 
the Bill, and this bearer or officer instructed in that mater to at- 
tend upon yo^ L. for yC good pleasure how yo^ wisdome will 
aduise us for direction in this behalf, which we beseche you that 
it will please you to impart vnto ys, whoe shall be redy to follow 
the same* And so we comitt yo^ good L. to the tuition of Al* 
mighty God. At London this y}^K of August, 1573 

Your Lordships humbles 

LEONTLL DUCKETT Mayor 
To the right honurable and o«r THOMAS OFFLEY, Aldemutn 

\^'ri^lfZ^'rtt%V^''S^. «0W>. HAYW4RDE Ald*tnu,».: 

laud. 

In JULY 18^8. 
2. — VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

This festival was instituted by Pope Urban VI, to 
commemorate the visit of the Virgin Mary to the 
mother of John the Baptist. 

3.— DOG DAYS BEGIN. 

By dog days the antients meant a certain number 
of days, about forty, some before and some after the 
heliacal rising of Canicula, or the dog star, in the 
morning. The term is supposed to have originated 
with the Egyptians. With us, it simply implies the 
hottest part of the year, which, in this country, is 
usually thought to be from July 3d to August Llth, 

4. ^TRANSLATION OF SAINT MARTIN. 

This day was appointed to celebrate the removal 
of St. Martins bones from a common grave to a 
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splendid tomb. On the translation of relics, see oui! 
last volume^ p. 234. 

7. — THOMAS A BECKET. 

This haughty prelate was born in London, in the 
year 1119, and was the son of Gilbert, a merchant^ 
and Matilda, a Saracen lady, who is said to have 
falfen in love with him when he was a prisoner to 
ber faUier in Jerusalem. 

15. — SAINT SWITHIN, 

Swithin flourished in the ninth century. He was 
appointed Bishop of Winchester in 852, and died in 
863. 

19. 1821.— KING GEORGE IV CROWNED. 

Some interesting particulars of this august cere- 
mony will be found in T.T. for 1822, pp. 194-206, 
and in T.T. for 1824, p. 191, 

20.-^SAlNT MARGARET. 

Margaret was bom at Antioch. She was first tor- 
tured, and then beheaded, in the year 278. 

*21. 1827. — ^ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE DIED. 

By the stimulus which he gave to letters, both in 
the North and the South, he has conferred lasting 
benefits upon the literature of his age and country. 
Mr. Constable was the liberal friend of authors, and 
brought forward many valuable works, which, but for 
his generous disposition, would never have been pro* 
duced. 

22. — MARY MAGDALEN. 

This day was first dedicated to the memory of 
Mary Magdalen, by Edward VI. 

*24. — SAINT DECLAN. 

A singular account of his festival, as kept in Ire- 
land, in 1826, may be seen in our last volume, p. 240. 

i 25. SAINT JAMBS. 

St. James suffered martyrdom under Herod Agrippa, 
in . Jnly 44. He was beheaded with a sword. The 
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Spaniards regard James as their tutelar saint. For 
an acconnt of oyster day, see onr last volume, p. 243. 

26. SAINT ANNE. 

Saint Anne; mother of the Virgin Mary. Her fes- . 
tiyal was introduced by the Romish church. 

*JULY 1827. — JAMES MILLAR, M.P. DIED^ 

Editor of a new edition of the ' Ekicyclopsedia Bri^- 
tannica/ of the ' Encyclopaedia Edinensis/ and au* 
thor of a ' Guide to Botany/ and of ' Observations 
on making Tunnels under Navigable Rivers.' 

^''JULY 1734.— -JUBILEE CELEBRATED AT BRUSSELS. 

The following lively and entertaining sketch of a 
festival held once in fifty years at Brussels, on the 
occasion of some miracle which, the writer says, it is 
not necessary to explain, is given by the Duchess of 
Queensberry, in a letter to the Hon. Mrs. Herbert, in 
the ' Suffolk Correspondence' (vol. ii, p. 95), and is 
sufficiently interesting to occupy a place among our 
Remarkable Days : — 

* The sight we staid for was well worth seeing ; 
nobody can well describe it, who cannot write a ro- 
mance : I could never read one ; so I doubt yon will 
not edify by my description, unless your imagination 
jcan help me out. Let me show you whole streets 
that appeared like a most magnificent garden ; some 
of the houses all covered with moss from top to bot- 
tom, adorned with flowers, festoons, mosaic orna- 
ments of gold and silver ; on others moss, on which 
were hung fine pictures, in other places fine tapestry ; 
the tops of all the houses every where covered with 
green, where the other ornaments were not ; triuln- 
phal arches, arcades^ fountains, all these adorned 
by paintings, all sorts of greens and flowers, and 
in some places, cascades : I have neither time or wit 
to draw this fine picture as it deserves. The duke 
hurries me to supper ; yet I must proceed to try to 
jnake you conceive the Fish market, which was the 
most extraordinary thing I ever saw: that was en- 
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tirely. decked with moss and gilding. Imngine a 
great place, as it were, wainscotted ia pannels, in 
.which were drawings of figures, trees, landscapes, as 
big as the life ; these done in two colours, which, too, 
were difft^rent coloured moss ; the great church, the 
most magnificent thing you ever saw, the altar parti- 
cularly, on which was a great quantity, of wrought 
plate and cloth of gold. Here I ought to be a good 
architect. Mr. Herbert can teach you to imagine 
pillars and arches, architraves, friezes, and cornices, 
in just propottion ; extreme fine figures, as big as the 
life, in silver, dressed in gold. (I mean metal) ; very 
fine pictures ; exceeding fine tapestry and carpets in 
their proper places ; the pillars of the church twisted 
round with green and gold, on which were flowers ; 
between the pillars hung rich festoons of green and 
gold to represent fruit, leaves, and flowers ; at the 
bottom, large orange-trees ; on them birds of all sorts 
well imitated, the tubs gilt and painted green ; the 
finest and the prettiest lamps I ever saw, between the 
pillars (to light the church), hung with chains. It is 
shocking you could not see it ! A vast deal of fine 
carving and gilding: I hate myself that I cannot 
help you to imagine it a little. The procession is 
easier to conceive, though that was vastly magni-^ 
ficent. Half the town, I believe, have ruined them- 
selves by dressing out themselves and children to 
have the honour to represent kings, princes, and 
princesses, who had, a thousand yeatrs ago, scmiehand 
m this miracle. They walked or rode on horseback, 
two and two, all magnificently adorned ; Cupids and 
the Husea kept them company — for what reason. I 
know not, unless to make ttie sight prettier, which it 
certainly did. We had fine triumphal ciars, intermix- 
ed, and drawn try eight horses each ; I expect you to 
range them where iUiey ought to be, but I must tell 
you that one set were exacdy spotted like leopards, — 
you cannot conceive hoW beautiful : each of these 
cars held fifteen children ; one was filled by the Vir- 

p2 
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iues, and another per&aps by Vices ; another by the 
United Provinces^ and others by the if uses; the other 
by I know not what. After these came monkl^ of dif- 
ferent brders> some U^ck, some brown^ ^i^S^^B ^U 
the way ; suid then the host, under a fide canof^y : arid 
after all a rai^tmob, composed of all the natibiis on 
earth, and in divers dresses/ 

STATB Of THE JEWS IN LONDON, A.D, 1662. 

' The exact time, says Mr. Ellis (Letters, Second Seriegy vol. iv, 
p. 3), when the Jews were suffered to return to England, aa a 
people, has been dispnted. Burnet expressly ^ays, that a com- 
pany of Jews was brooglit over into En^^land by OHfer Cnimipall, 
and that he gaye them leave to build a Synagogue*. Tovey, in 
his Angtia Judaica, denies this ;. and states, upon the authority of 
the Rabbi Netto, who, in his time, was the Governor of the Syna^ 
gogue, that even so late as 166S, the whole number of the Jews 
in London did not exceed twelve* He expressly adds, that King 
Charles the Second was their introdooer. From a high)y cuiioas 
letter, which Mr. E. has printed^ giving ^ an account of a visit to 
ihe Jewish Synagogue, but which we regret is too .long for inser- 
tion in our pages, it appears, that In 1662 the Jews were existing 
ki London, witb a synagogue bnift after tte faslnpn of ttteir own 
worship; that the ^oUgregatipn wbieib the writer ww nssenbled 
consisted of a hundrejl Jews, besides women ; that they -were not 
people who appeared as straggling sojourners, but gentlemen and 
nierchants, rich in apparel, even to the wearing of Je^^els, and 
tbat tbey bad not one mecharac-person' amongst ift^m. It ex- 
pressly states that* in Oliver's time, tjie J^fw» lad jBelebrated the 
Feast of Tab.ernacles in booths, upon the southern- side of the 
Thames ; and has a direct reference to their withdrawing them- 
selves, as much as possible, from public notice, upon the Restora- 
tion of King Ofaaiies ibe Second, evidently from the circumstance 
that the Act for their exile had never been Ibitually repeided.^ 

Mach valuable informatioii respecting ther bringing 
back of the Jews by Cromwell, Htc. will be found in 
Mr. BUis'g fourth volume, pp. 4, et Beq. 

■ II ■ I ' ' " ' • " ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 1 I ■ , 1 1 I ■ ^ ^ 

> HM. of his owR Time» vol. i, p. 71. 
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^fifttonomtcal ^ccutrenceis 

In JULY 1828. 

Solar Phenombna. 

Thb San will enter Leo 2 m. after 11 at night on 
the 22d of this month : he also rises and sets, during 
the same period, as in the following 

. TABLE 

Cff the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

July lutj Sua rises 4d m. after 8. Sets ]5 m. past 8 

6th 48 8 ...• 12 8 

. 11th 52 3 .... 8 8 

. 16th 57 8 .... 8 8 

2Ut 8 4 57 7 

26th 10 4 .... 50 7 

31st 17 4 .... 43 7 

Equation of Time. 

When it is required to convert apparent into mean 
time, use the numbers as directed in the foUowing 
Table, remembering that those for the intermediate 
days are to be found by proportion from those that 
are given: — 

TABLE 

Ofth^ Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

m. s» 

Tuesday July Ist, to the tiine by the dial add 8 85 

Sunday.... 6(h .....:.:.... 4 19 

Friday.... llth 5 5 

Wednesday 16th 5 40 

Monday .. 2Ist 6 1 

Saturday .. 26th 6 8 

Thursday.. 8lst 6 

Lunar Phekombxa. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Qoarter, 4th day, at 1 m. after 6 in the morning 

New Moon 12th »... 20 » 1 

FirstQuarter 20th .... 8 4 

FttUMooo.. 26th .... 19 10 atnight. 
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Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The Moon will pass the first meridian of this country 
at the following times this month, which, will afford 
our young friends opportunities for observation, if 
the southern regions of the atmosphere be clear at 
the respective epochs: viz. 

July let, at 9 in. after 4in the morolng- 

2d .... 5 

StT .... 50 ...;.. 6 

4th .... 89 ...... 6 

5th .... 27 7 

6th .... 16 8 • 

19th .... 25 ....... 5 in the eyening 



20th ... 13 6 

21st .... 4 « 7 

226. .... 68 7. 

^d .... 56 8 

24th .... 57 9 

25th .... 58 10. 



Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 
In addition to the respective times inserted in the 
following Table, those for the intermediate days may 
easily be found by proportion ; and for various other 
places, by adding or subtracting the numbers given 
in the Occurrences for January. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 



Morning, 

July 1st, at 43m. after 4 .... 

6th 4 9 .... 

11th .... 80 1 .... 

16th .... 28 4 .... 

21st .... 2 8 .... 

26th 21 1 .... 

SIst .... 1 ........ 5 .... 


4fternoon^ 
. . . . 3 ni. past 5 

.... 36 9 

.... 54 \ 

40 4 

.... 34 8 

.... 58 1 

.... 22 5 


Phenomena Planetaruki. 



Phases of Venus. 
The brilliaDcy of this planet is still great, though 
her enlightened part is fast diminishing. She still 
exhibits a beautiful appearance, and her form is 
that of a bright crescent. The proportion of her 
phasesis, 

Jniv i«f f lUumtnated part m 2*15180 
•'^^yl*^ ■iDarkpart..r...= 0-84870 
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Eclipses of Jtq>iter"s Satellites. 
The eclipses of the first and second of these satel- 
lites will be very numerous this month, but only 
one of them will be visible here. 

Emersion, 

First Sfttellite, 16th day, at B2 m. 40 s. after 9 in the evening. 

Form of Saturn's Ring, 

The form of this ring varies from that of a straight 
line across the body of the planet, to an elongated 
ellipse, and the following is the proportion of its two 
axes at the commencement of this month : viz. 



July 1st I 



Transverse axis ss 1*000 
Conj agate axis =: — 0*4/22 



Conjundtion of the Moon with the Planets and Stars. 

July 13th, with Mercury, at 8 in the afternoon 
13th .. Venus.. ..k. midnight 
20th • . Jupiter .... 6 in the eTening 
26th .. i9 In Capricorn 7 

Other Phenomena. 
Mars will be in opposition at 3 in the mohiing of 
the 1st ^f this month; and Jupiter will be stationary 
near A in Virgo on the same day. Venus will also 
be stationary on the 6th, and Mercury on the 11th. 
Saturn will be in conjunction at 2 in the afternoon of 
the 16th ; Georgium Sidus will be in opposition at 
15 m. past 7 in the morning of the 23d. Mercury 
will be in his inferior conjunction at half past 6 in 
the afternoon of the 24th ; and Venus at 8 in the 
morning of the 28th. Jupiter will likewise be in 
quadrature at half past 7 on the same morning. 



We cannot introduce the following lines, with 
which we have been expressly favoured, more ap- 
prppriately than in the present month : — 
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Moon-rise. 

[Written for Time's Telescope, by Dette of Blackwood'^ Magaziiie.1 
The orb of day is sinking. 
The star of eve is winking, 
The silent dews 
Their balm diffase, 
The summer flowers are drinking ; 
The valley-shades grow drearer, 
The atmosphere glows clearer, 
Around all swim. 
Perplexed and dim, 
Yet the distant hills seem nearer : 
O'er their tops the eye may mark 
The very leaves, distinct and dark* 

]^(ow eastern skies are lightening. 
Wood, meady and mount are brightening ; 
Sink in the blaze 
The stellar rays. 
The clouds of heaven are whitening: 
r Now the curfew bell is ringing ; 
Now the birds forsake their singing ^ 
The beetle fly 
Hums dully by. 
And his flight ^he bat is winging : 

While the gladsome, glorious Moon 
Gives to night the smile of noon! 

CJe iftattttalifiit'fii Mmt 

For JULY 1828. 

The lily bells are wet with dew ; 

The morning sunbeams kiss the rose ; 
And rich of scent, and brig^ht of hue, 

The summer garden glows. 
Then up, and weave a garland, sweet. 

To braid thy raven hair, 
Before the noontide's witherfng heat 

Strike on those flowerets fair. 

A flickering cloud is in the sky, 

A murmuring whis^ier in the gale ; . 
They tell that stormy rain is nigh, 

Or desolating hail. 
Then up, and weave a garland, sweet, 

To deck thy glossy hair. 
Nor wait till evening tempests beat 

Upon those flowerets fair. miss hitford. 

All is vigour and activity in the vegetable kingdom 
in this month, and the most patient observer of Na- 
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ture is almost bewildered by the countless proftision 
of interesting objects. The garden affords many gay 
inmates^ as lilies, pinks, carnations ; and marigolds, 
and poppies of various colours, which are how in 
blossom. Speedwell is in perfection ; and when there 
are two varieties of it, the towering alternate spikes 
of white and purple form a pretty contrast with the 
deep yellow of the lofty great flowering Holidago, or 
golden rod ; both plants being highlv ornamental to 
garden borders. Towards the middle of the month, 
the spiked willow, hyssop, and the bell-flower have 
their flowers full blown. The Virginian sumach now 
exhibits its scarlet tufts of flowers upon its bright 
green circles of leaves. The berries of the mountain- 
ash turn red. Lavender and jessamine are now in 
blossom. The scarlet lychnis is in bloom, and; with 
its rich coronets of flowers growing on a tall slender 
stem, adds greatly to the beauty of the garden. 

The heat is frequently intense in this month, and 
the rural wanderer will be apt to exclaim with the 
poet, while reclining under the branches of some 
spreading tree. 

Whose lofty foliage lends a tender gloom,. 
Like that which doth through holy buildings come, 
Where, as ad own the shafted aisles we stray, 
The very silence seems to feel and pray, — 
Q shady vale, O fair enriched meads, 

O sacred flowers, sweet fields, and rising mountains ; 
O painted flowers, green herbs, where Flora treads, 

llefreshed by wanton winds, and wat'ry fountains. 

In some such agreeable reverie as this, we will 
suppose our kind contributor Delta to have been, 
when he composed for us the following beautiful 
lines, which he entitles 

Moralizing. 

How soft is the sound of the riTer, 

Stealing down through the green piny dale. 
Where the sunbeams of eventide quiver 
Through the scarce-stirring foliage, and ever 
The cooing dove plains out its tal^; 
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A]idthe4>iackbird meiodioasly aings 

An aQtbem, reminding of iiiaoceiit tbinga. 

Blue evening conies onward, and scatters 

The fires in tbe western serene ; 
And tbe shadows of Lebanon's daoghtersy 
Darkly imaged, outspread on the waters, 

Festooned with their branches of green ; 
The clouds journey past, and below 
Are reflected, in brightness, their margins of snow. 

Oh sweet is tbe visien that loses 

Present cares in the glow of tbe past ! 
As tbe light of reflection reposes 
On youth, with its blossoming roses. 

And sunshine too lovely to last: 
Sweet dreams! that have sparkled and gone. 
Like torrents of blue over ledges of stone ! 

But why should break forth our repining. 

Over what we have loved or have lost ? 
Whether fortune be shaded or shining. 
Our destiny bright or dectining. 

Our virions accomplished or crost,-* 
Tis our*s to be calm and resigned. 
Faith's star beaming clear on the night of the mind. 

When morning awoke on tbe ocean, 

Dim tempests were lowering around; 
Yet see, with how stedfast a motion, 
As the clouds bend and glow with devotion, 

The sun his asylum hath found ! 
Twilight weeps in deep pleasure, and red 
Are the low-lying vale, and the tall mountain bead. 

ho ! thus, when the clouds of life's sorrow 

Have past and have perished, the sky 
An added elfulgence shall borrow 
From the storms that have flown, and tbe morrow 

Gleam bright in eternity's eye ; 
And the Angel of Righteousness send 
His balm to that heart which is true to the end ! 

As summer advances^ tbe vocal music of the groves 
is lessened, and in this month may be said to cease 
altogether — if we except the chirping of the wren 
and two or three small birds. Some curious parti- 
culars of this bird may be seen in T.T. for 1825, p. 196. 

The beautiful^ but evanescent flowers of the con- 
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vabmlus are now op^i ; they li^B bat for a day^ open- 
ing their caps in the roomitig^ and, at sunset, clos^ 
ing them for ever. The enchanter's nightshadhe \ the 
Yorkshire sanicle; the water horehound or gypsy 
wort; the great caf s tail, or reed mace; the commoQ 
netUe; goose-grass; solanam (dulcamara and ni- 
gram); ttie belladonna; asparagus and some species 
of ramex ; with back*wheat, and a variety of other 
plants, may be almost said to bloom, fade, and die^ 
within the present month. 

. Insects now take the place of the feathered tribe; 
and, being for the most part hatched in the spring, 
they are now in full vigour. — ^See an account of some 
rtare insects appearing this month, as well as the best 
mettiod of obtaining the lepidoptera, in out last vo- 
lume, pp. 2S6-258. The larvae of the death's-head 
moth should now be sought for, chiefly among the 
flowers and leaves of the potatoe. — See our Natu- 
ralist's Diary for October. 

Towards the end of the month, the splendid/nnjireci 
water-lily is seen on the slow^flowing rivers and on 
ponds. 

* Many plants grow completely submerged in wa« 
ter, and die in any other situation. Various cir* 
cumi^tances, however, besides the bare immersion^ 
are requisite for different species. Thus, some de-* 
light in stagnant ponds ; others in clear lakes; some 
in slowly-flowing brooks, and others are only found 
in the rapid stream of mountain rivulets. Sea-plants, 
too, are, in general, of a very different description 
from those of the fresh waters. With some excep-^ 
tions, plants which grow in water emerge from its 
surface, to produce their flowers and seeds in air ; 
and sometimes there id a very great dissimilarity be- 
tween the immerged and emerged leaves of the same 
plant. We have a striking example of this in the 
water-crowfoot, a' species common in pools. Some 
of its leaves are submerged, others floating; the latter 
are broad, trilobed, and subpeltate ; the former di^. 

Q 
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vided into many filaments^ almost »» iae as liairs* 
Tbe water-lily, the pQndweed, the duckmeat, and a 
great many other plants, have leaves which float on 
tbe surface. Such leaves afford resting pia^es, eispe- 
cially on their ander*sarfaces, for many aquatic in-* 
sects, and their larvae; and for Ae/ic6« and otbeirfre^ 
water shells ; and, sometimes, they serve as floating 
rafls for certain birds which prey on fish and other ia<* 
habitants of the water. In birds of the Parra gmoB^ 
the toes and nails are of a most extraordi^aiy lejngA, 
the intention of which seems to be, to enable the Mrd 
to walk over floating leaves. Labillaidiere isaw the 
C/n»6S€ /acana walking on the Njnkfhe&a. Nelumbo^ 
and he admired, h^ says, ' the lightness with which 
it walked over the surface of the water, stepping with 
its long legs from one leaf to another.' — Drumfnand's 
Botany, p. 140, second edition* 

Storms of hail, accompanied with thunder and 
Uffhtning, not unfrequently occur in this month ; but 
they are more common, and more prejudicial, on the 
continent than in England. The Encyclopasdia Brib* 
tannica, in the article upon France, spedking of the 
RevoluUon, says, ^ We cannot here avoid m€»tioo^ 
ing a physaoai event ¥^ch assisted not a little in 
producing many of the convulsions attending the re- 
volution, a general scarcity of grain, whiph occutted 
about that period. On Sunday the I3th 'of July» 
1788, about nine in the moraisg, without aay ecUpse, 
a dreadful darkness suddenly overiipread several parts 
of France. It was the prelude to such a tempest as 
i& ui^xampled in the temperate climates of Europe. 
Wind, rain, hail, and thunder, seemed to contend in. 
impetuosity; but tbe hail was the great instrumant 
of ruin. Insteadof the rich prospects of an early' 
autumn, the face of nature, in the space of an hour» 
presented the dreary aspect of nniversal winter. The 
soil was converted into a morass, the standing com 
beaten into the quagmire, the vines broken to pieces^ 
the fruit-trees demolished, and unmelted hail lying in 
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heaps like rocks of solid ice. Ev^ the robiist forest 
trees were unable to withstand the fnry of the tempest. 
The hail was composed of enormous^ solid and an- 
gular pieces of ice, some of them weighing from eight 
to ten oiinces. The country people, beaten down in 
the fields on their way to church, amidst this confu- 
sion of the elements, concluded that the last day was 
arrived ; and scarcely attempting to extricate them- 
selves, lay despairing and half suffocated amidst 
the water and the mud, expecting the immediate dis- 
solution of all things. The storm was irregular in 
its devastations. While several rich districts were 
laid entirely waste, some intermediate portions of 
country were comparatively little injured. One of 
sixty square leagues had not a single ear of corn or 
fruit of any kind left. Of the sixty-six parishes in 
the district of Pontoise, forty- three were entirely de* 
solated ; and of the remaining twenty - three, son^e lost 
two-thirds, and others half their harvest. The Isle of 
France, being the district in which Paris is situated, 
and the Orleannois, appear to have chiefly suffer- 
ed. The damage there, upon a moderate estimate, 
amounted to 80,000,000 of livres, or between three 
and four millions sterling. Such a calamity must^ at 
any period, have been severely felt; but, occurring 
on the eve of a great political revolution, and amidst 
a general scarcity throughout Europe, it was pecu- 
liarly unfortunate, and gave more embarrassment to 
the government than, perhaps, any other event what^* 
ever. Numbers of families found it necessary to 
contract their mode of living for a time, and to dis- 
miss their servants> who were thus left destitute of 
bread. Added to flie public discontent and political 
dissensions, it produced such an effect upon the peb* 
pie in general, Uiat the nation seemed to have changed 
its character, and instead of that levity by which it 
had ever been distinguished, a settled gloom now 
seemed fixed on every conntenance.' 
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Prevention of the fatal Effects of HaU-^Siorms. 

The Agricultural Society of Lyons have, by way 
of experiment, placed four hundred paragrMes on 
the most elevated parts of Mount d'Or, in a place of 
about two leagues in extent. As all the stormy 
clouds which shower down hail on the fertile plains 
that lie at the foot of that mountain pass over its 
summit, and at no great height above it, it may rea- 
sonably be expected that, by these paragr^les, they 
will be divested of their electricity, and that the 
valuable vineyards in the plain will be effectually 
preserved. The yearly average of damage done by 
hail, at the foot of Mount d'Or, is calculated at from 
eight to ten thousand francs. The expense of erect-' 
ing the four hundred paragrdesdid not exceed fifteen 
or sixteen hundred francs ; and it is supposed that 
it will not be necessary to renew them for five yearSi> 
*— Some doubt, however, has lately been expressed 
by scientific men, as to the efficacy of these para^ 
griles. 

Wonderful Effect of Lightning. 
The following account is from Professor Sillimaa's American 
loqmal:— On the evening of Jane 8, 18S6, during a heavy 
shower of rain, a clap of thunder burst, with a tremendous ex* 
plosion, over a house in Weathersfield, Connecticut. The light* 
ning ran down the chimney to the ceiling of the front room, 
where it came through, leaving a hole nearly an inch in dia- 
meter — ^tore off the paper and plaster from the wall— descended 
on a row of nails in the lathes to a picture— melted all the 
gilding — ^burned and tore one side of the frame— and, again 
rending its way, ran upon the nails to the fire-place, and separate4 
the breast-work from the chimney ; and from thence taking a 
horizontal direction, attracted by an umbrella in the corner of 
the cupboard, a small line was to be seen, from a nail to a bolt, in 
an opposite closet. From the umbrella it went off at an angle, 
and came out over the fire-place in a lower room, in nine holes, 
the largest the size of a common gimblet, scorching and slightly 
tearing the paper. It entered at the corner of a picture, melted 
the gilding, blackened the frame, and, passing off at another 
corner, separated again into several lines, intersecting each other^ 
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wi^l tb6y eentefeii in a luil in tbe thelf : It passed down the back 
of the hioiildiD;, tore away a hard cement bek>w, threw forward 
a false back of brick and iron, split the floor on each side of the 
heavlii, rent off splinters two feet in length from the ander-floor 
in 'the cellar, and went east and west throogh a stone wall into 
tbe .earth. The greatest force was exerted in the chamber* 
closet. ' The point of t^e umbrella was brass ; and just beneath 
the wire which connects the whalebone, it was burnt off; and 
the silk, the stick, and the whalebone, were nearly consumed. 
Several foldli in some wo<^len carpets were burnt, leaving not a 
vestige for a jard in a place; a for muff, a cloth coat^ and some 
other articles, were also much injured ; a sleeve and part of the 
#ai8t of tlie coatwere destroyed^-while the cotton lining, to 
#hfcbthey were stitched, was left whole, and, excepting a small 
pieee^ W8» Wt even tender from scorching. A black sulj^n- 
nook ^moke atose 'fimn tbe spot, and filled the house. A lady 
was in &^ closet, with the door shjErt, and but a foot distant from 
the coune of the lightning. The sound was dreadihl, like cai»* 
tton, at her ears^ aiid tbe beat inexpressibly great, as if she frere 
in the midst of flames. She spoke at first of intense light, but 
att ctBMicjousDesa of that has since passed from her mind. In 
ftiitarrifiraad awful situation, she was preserved unhurt, came 
but immediately, and closed the door.- It may be remarked, 
that she Was cfothed in cotton, and a roll of carpetting stood be- 
tween her and the umbrella. Five boards were thrown down, 
and four rooms were filled with the smell of sulphur, and covered 
with soot The electrical fluid entered four closets adjoining 
the room in the lower story ^ran round china cups, plates, &c. — 
raised and dissolved the gilding, or converted it into^the purple 
oxide of gplid — and, leaving a dark bluish path next to a nail, 
where it splintered the partition, escaped through the back of a 
door to a binge. In a closet, vrithout paint, it discoloured the 
wood three inches in width, broke four dishes, and drove out 
nine nails, four of them from a hinge ; in a third, it left an aper- 
ture as large as a bullet-hole in the ceiling, split the flpor three 
feet, and tore up four inches, about an inch wide ; in a fourth, 
it overturned, tossed out, and broke large vials of medicines, 

E ill-boxes, wafer-boxes, &c., drove four nails partly out of the 
inges, and rent<>ff a piece of the casement. On the top shelf 
lay several iron articles. It pierced the ceiling in the back room, 
came down in two branches, and so completely dissipated four 
cents, weighing a)>out 165 grains, which lay upon a nail in the 
moulding, that, except a metrilic stain on the lead paint of the 
shelf, not a trace o| them remained; th^ appeared to have 
flashed away like gunpowder* In the chamber, eight feet from 
the chimney, it came out over the corner of a looking-glass in 
three places, the largest like a gimblet-hole— split the back- 
board of the glass into three parts, melted the gilding, and went 
off at an opposite isomer, in one large place and nine small ones, 

Q 2 
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through the wall to a window in the room beneatfi— splintered 
the casement, by a nail, into ^ye or six small pieces— 4Uid killed 
a rose-bush, which was tied to a nail on the oatside of the house. 
Opposite, and fifteen feet from the chimney, bung a piece of 
embroidery; three small holes are left in the wall over one cor- 
ner of it; two-thirds of the t<^ of the frame, which is of maho* 
gany, is split np to a corner, where it appears as if the flaid ran 
down the back of the glass to a basket wrought with gold thread, 
and, blackening it, passed off at another comer, through three 
small places in the wall, and came out in hve points, like nail- 
marks, in the ceiling over a looking-glass in the first story, ran 
all over the gilding, and went off through the wall by the nails 
which support the glass. The paint in the chamber wag turned 
of a very dark colour, with a metallic cast; the paper was red 
and blue ; the red, excepting near the floor, has entirely dis* 
appeared. There was no lightning-rod on the house.«-[Since 
writing the above, the chimney has been examined. « A hole, an 
inch long, is found in the garret, four feet from the ceiling of 
the chamber where it came through : "no crack or any other frac* 
ture is to be seen. The rending effects of the lightning were not 
more conspicuous than they often are in similar cases; but the 
delicate selection made of metallic articles, the manner in which 
they were affected* and the minuteness of the ramifications of 
the fluid through the apartments, were very remarkable*] 

Poetical Pictures in July* 

Oh, wake and join the choral lay. 
That floats o er woodland, tree, and bowV ; 

Where wild birds flit on ev*ry spray. 
And incense rolls from ev'ry flowV. 

^he golden beams are far and wide 

O'er the g^een earth and mountains thrown* 

Joy sits exulting by their side. 
And gladness o'er the earth is sown. 

AVake, Lady, wake — the mom is op. 

And summer insects round me sing; 
The bee is in the honied cup 

Of flowVs, — the lark upon the wing. 

Fast from the bleached and hoary rock 

The sun-lit waters downward urge. 
But beauty mingles with the shock. 

And forms the rainbow to the smge. 

From mountain-top to sunny vale, 
' The bright earth and the sky above. 
All nature tells the same glad tale. 
And Viewless echo answers — * Love * 
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Wake, lA(ly» wake—no dreams of thine, 

Pure as those visioned scenes must be, 
Can paint one picture so divine. 

As that I wait to Tiew with thee* 

Spirit and Matmers cf tkt A$€. 

[ From the Oeiman of Koni«r« ] 
Tis ev'ning ; lUI is hushed and still : 

The sun sets bright in ruddy sheen, 
As here I sit, to muse at will, 

Beneath these oaks' umbrageous screen ; 
While wand'ring thoughts my fancy fill 

With dreams of life when fresh and green, 
And visions of the olden time 
Hevive in all their pomp subKme. 

While time hath called the brave away, 

And swept the lovely to the tomb. 
As yonder bright but fading ray 

Is quenched amid the twilight gloom : 
Yet ye are kept from all decay, 

For still unhurt and fresh ye bloom, 
And seem to tell, in whisp'ring breath. 
That greatness still survives in death ! 

And ye survive ! — 'mid change severe. 

Each aged stem but stronger grows. 
And not a pilgrim passes here, 

But seeks beneath your shade repose. 
And if your leaves, when dry and sere, 

Fall fast at autumn's wintry close. 
Yet ev'ry falling leaf shall bring 
Its vernal tribute to the spring. 
Thou native oak, thou German tree. 

Fit emblem, too, of German worth! 
Type of a nation brave and free. 

And worthy of their native earth ! 
Ah ! what avails to think on thee. 

Or on the times when thou hadst birth ? 
Thou German race, the noblest aye of alt. 
Thine oaks atill stand, while thou, alas ! must fiUI. 

G. F. RICHARDSON. 
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^ittt^ti in i&out§ africa. 

[By T. Pringle, Esq.] 

The sultry summer nocw is put 
And mellow ev'niiig comes at last, 
With a low and languid breeze 
Fanning the mimosa trees. 
Which cluster o*er the tangled rale, 
And oft perfume the pantii^ gale 
With fragrance faint-^that seems to tell 
Of primrose tufts in Scottish dell, 
Peeping forth in tender spring, 
When the blithe lark begins to si ng. 
But soon, 'midst Afric's landscape lone, 
3ucb reminiscences are gone ; 
Soon we raise the eye to range 
O'er prospects wild, grotesque, and strange- 
Sterile mountains, rough and steep. 
That bound abrupt the valley deep, 
Heaving to the clear blue sky 
Their ribs oi granite, bare and dry; 
And ridges, by the torrents worn. 
Thinly streaked with scraggy thorn, 
Which fringes Nature's savage dress. 
Yet scarce relieves her nakedness. 
Yet where the vale vrinds deep below, 
The landscape wears a warmer gJow ; 
There the spekboom^ spreads its bowers 
Of light-green leaves and lilac flowers ; 
And the bright aloe rears its crest. 
Like stately queen for gala drest; 
And gorgeous erythHna^ shakes 
Its coral tufts above the brakes. 
Brilliant as the glancing plumes 
Of sugar-birds among its blooms. 
With the deep-green verdure blending, 
In the stream of light descending. 
And now, along the grassy meads, 
Where the skipping reeboki feeds. 
Let me through the mazes rove 
Of the light acacia grove ; 
Now, while yet the honey-bee 
Hums around the blossomed tree, 

' Portulacaria Afra. 
» Erytbrina Caffra. 
3 Antilope cinerea, 
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And the turtles softly chide 
Wooingly od every side. 
And the clacking pheasant calls 
To bis mate. at intervals. 
And the diiiker> at my tread 
Sudden lifts his startled headr- 
Theii dives affirigbted in the brake, 
Like wildnluck in the reedy lake. 

My wonted seat receives me now— 
This tali grey cliff with tufted brow, 
Tow*ring high o'er grove and stream, 
And gilded by the parting gleam. 
With shattered rocks loose sprinkled o'er. 
Behind ascends the mountain hoar, 
Whose crags overhang the Bushmati's cave, 
(His fortress once, but now his grave); '• 
Where the grim satyr-faced baboim^ 
Sits railing to the rising moon, 
Or chiding, with hoarse angry cry, 
The herdsman, as he wanders by< 

Spread out below in sun and shade. 
The shaggy glen lies full displayed,*— 
Its sheltered nooks, and sylvan bowVs, 
And meadows flushed with purple flowVs^:— 
And through it, like a dragon spread, 
I trace the river's tortuous bed. 
And there the Chaldee willow weeps*, 
Drooping o'er the dangerous steeps. 
Where the torrent in his wrath 
Has rifted out a rugged path, — 
Like fissure cleft by earthquake's shock 
Through mead and jungle, mound and rock : 
* But the swoirn water's wasteful sway, 

Like tyrant's rage, hath passed away. 
Leaving alone, to prove its force, 
The ravage of its frantio.conrse. 

Now o'er its shrunk and slimy bed 
Rank weeds and withered wrack are spread, 

A : . ^ _ 

> The gazelle CAntilope grimmia), called duiker^ or diver by the 
Cape colonists, on account of its peculiar mode of plunging amotag the 
hushes when pursued. 

* Simia cynocephalus, or Gercopethecus nrsinus. 

3 At certain seasons of the year, the grassy meads, erfavaiilkaAt,a)«Rg 
the river banks, are often thickly covered, for miles together, with tb* 
flowers of the purple amaryUu^ and other splendid bulbous plants^ 

4 Salix Babylonlca. 
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With the faint rill just oozing tbroagfa, 
And vanishing again from view,— 
Except virhere, here and there, a pool 
Spreads 'neath some cliff its mirror oool, 
Girt by the palmk^s^ verddnt screen, 
Or shaded by the rock-ash green. 
Whose slender sprays above the ^ood 
Suspend the loyeia*^ callow brood 
In ctadle-nests^, with porch below, 
Secure from winged or creeping foe, 
(Weasel, or hawk, or writhing snake), 
Wild waving as the breezes wake. 
Like rioe fruit, hanging fsur to see 
Upon the rich pomegranate-tree* 

But lo ! the sun has stooped his head 
Behind yon granite peaks of red; 
And now along the dusky vale 
The homeward herds and fiocks I hail, 
Returning from their pastures dry 
Amid the stony uplands high* — 
First, the swart shepherd with his flock 
Comes winding round my hermit rock 
All unlike, in gait or mien, 
. Fair Scotland's jocund swains, I ween : 
For shepherd's crook, the gun he bears. 
For plaid, the sheep -skin mantle wears ; 
Slow sauntering languidly along; 
Nor flute has he, nor merry song, 
Nor book, nor tale, nor rustic lay, 
To cheer him through the listless day. 
His look is dull ; his soul is dark ; 
He knows not hope's electric spark ; 
But, born the white man's servile thrall, 
Feels that he cannot farther fall. 



' Acorus palmita. 

* Several varieties of the loxia, or finch tribe, in South Africa, sus- 

Rend their pests from the branches of trees, especially where they 
ap^en to impend over a river or precipice. The object of this pre- 
caution, is obviously to secure their offspring from the assaults of tneir 
BfltaeroBS enemies, particularly the serpent-race. To increase the 
dtflUalty of access to these ' tree-rocked- cradles,* the entrance is al- 
ways from below, and frequently through a cylindrical passage often 
or twelve inches in length, projecting from the spherical nest, exactly 
like the ttrtM <yf a ehemist*s retort. The whole fabric is, most Inge* 
•ieusly and elegantly, woven of a species of very tough grass ; and 
the wooflerf^l in$Umet or fore§ight (or whatever else we may choose 
to call it) displayed by the little architect in its construction, is cal- 
calated to excite the highest admiration. 
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Now wizard Twilight slowly sails. 
With murky wing, adown the rales, 
Warning witb bis mystic rod 
The owl and bat to come abroad, 
Witb tlHngatbat bate tbe gairish suii^ 
To frolic now wben day is done. 
Now along tbe meadows damp 
Tb* enameui^d^e^ lights hk» lamp-r 
Link-boy fit for Elfin Qaeen 
'Widst fair Avon's woodlands green; — 
•Here, I ween, more Mfont to shine, 
To. light tbe ibi9visbj?b»*o«pt8fi 
Plundering my melon-bed ; 
Or villain \nx, whose stealthy tread 
Rouses not the wakeful bound. 
As he creeps the folds around. 

But lo! the night-bird's boding scream 
Breaks abrupt my twilight dr^un, 
An.d wartis |ne it is time to haste 
My homeward walk across the waste ; 
Lest my rash tread provoke the wrath 
Ofnachtslaruji*, coiled across the path, — 
Or tempt the ledpard in the wood. 
Prowling round, athirst for blood. 

London Weekly Review, 



THIS month teceived its name in honour of Auffus^ 
tus. Its sign is Virgo. 

In AUGUST 1838. 
1, — LAMMAS DAY, 

This was anciently /oa/-ma5s, it being customary 
for the Saxons to offer an oblation of new bread on 
this day, as the first fruits of the harvest. 

6. TRANSFIGURATION. 

The festival, in remembrance of our Lord's trans- 
figuration on the Mount, was instituted by Pope Ca- 
lixtus in 1455. 



• The night-adder. 



19^ REMARKABLE DAYS 

7. NAME OF J£SUS« 

This day, preyiously to the reformatioOy was as- 
signed to Donatus : our reformers gave it its present 
appropriation. 

♦8.1827.— BT. HON. GEORGE CANNING DIED, JET. 67. 

This great man was a poet by nature, an orator 
by education, a statesman by accident or t\abit. His 
inclinations led him to the more elegant studies: to 
politics he never attended beyond the necessities of 
Uie moment; and be would always rather apply his 
literary reading to the confutation of a. political 
antagonist, than make political argument a substitute 
and an excuse for the want of literary ornament. 
He was, however, better informed than many per- 
sons, who, because they are nothing else, set up for 
men of information; and, if his political knowledge 
were measured, not against the brightness of his own 
oratorical talent, but the ignorance of others, ha 
would justly be deemed a great man. He was, in 
short, a man with a lively strength — a vivida vis of 
intellect and wit; a man of ardour, boldness, an4 
warmth ; always possessed with an animated love of 
fame,' a high sense of his own honour, and a sensitive 
anxiety for the happiness and. dignity of his cquntry. 

As a statesman, Mr. Canning displayed views at 
once liberal and profound. As an orator, his speeches 
were always distinguished by their purity of lan- 
guage, and bursts of extemporaneous energy ; while 
his vast command of metaphor, which he never used 
inappropriately, or without eflFect, frequently mingled 
<all parties in one common admiration. Lord Byron, 
whose opposite politics prevented all suspicion of 
an undue bias in favour of Mr. Canning, has, in more 
than one of his works, paid the highest compliment 
to him. ' Canning,' said he, ' is a genius, almost an 
universal one ; an orator a wit, a pi»'^t, and a states- 
man ;' and in one of his LordsU^i^sIatest poemsj 



IK AUGUST 1828. 193 

iq[>eaking of the British Adiniiiistrati(»i,he thus notices 
the subject of this memoir : — 

Yet sometllDg oiaj remain, piercbance, to cbime 
With reasQDf and, wbafs atranger still, witb rhyme; 
E'en this thy genius, Canning 1 may permit. 
Who, bred a statesman, still was born a wit, . 
And never, e'en in that dull bouse, could'st tame 
To unleavened prose thine own poetic flame ; 
Cor iaat, our best, our only orator, 
£'en / can praise thee? 

A summary of what Mr. Canning has accom- 
pliadied daring the short time since the Marquess of 
liondonderry's deaths will best demonstrate the claims 
he^has left to the world's gratitude^ and best pourtray 
^tte blank which bis loss has occasioned. He de^ 
tached England from the cruel chariot-wheels of the 
Holy AlJ^nce, almost before the familiars of that 
body could look around them^ and discover the hand 
which set her free. The invasion of Spain was 
tendered, by Mr. Canning's dexterity and spirit, little 
moie n€ndous in its result, than it was^ defensible in 
its origin ; and the world saw contrasted an outrage 
b; France on the Spaniards, with a blessing conferred 
by England on the Americans. Constitutional Por- 
tugal has been upheld against the House of Bourbon 
by diplomatic skill and military energy, so directed 
and justified as to protect the civil rights of the 
people of that kingdom. The spirit through which 
the vrhole South of Europe must one day vindicate 
the liberties of man, has been kept alive, and ready 
for seasonable exercise, by the mere notoriety that 
Mr. Cannmg was Minister. At home, the principles 
which he would have realized, had life been granted, 
wefe those under which the poor man's food would 
have been increased, and the national expenses con- 
siderably economized. 

* As an author,' says a recent writer, ' Mr. Canning 
will not probably reap his full measure of fame in 
hiif lifetime ; for, with the exception of his juvenile 
.efforts in '< Hie Mtefocosm,'' and his political satires 

R 
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io the *^ Anti-Jacobin/' he has furnished few'oppor^ 
tunities of identifying him/ 

The satires of Mr. Canniqg are now only con^ 
sidered as brilliant effusions of wit and humour ; but 
when they first appeared, they possessed considerable 
political importance ; and while they rendered a few 
grave politicians extremely ridiculous, they combated 
with great force a more formidable enemy — French 
jacobinism. 

In all the relations of domestic life, Mr. C. is 
allowed io have been one of the most amiable of 
men. In person he was tall and well made— his step 
quick and firm — his voice harmonioas — his utterance 
quick butdistincty his emphasis strong without effott*; 
and, as a contemporary writer has well observed, 
* he had a set of features, every one of which par- 
formed its part in telling what was passing in faiis 
mind : his habits of sobriety gave him vigour, and 
his whole appearance was well calculated to impress 
the beholder with an idea that he was destined fotr 
long life/ 

10. — SAINT LAWRENCE. 

Saint Lawrence was by birth a Spaniard, and flou;- 
rished about the middle of the third century. He 
was laid upon a gridiron, and broiled till he died, 
August 10th, 258. 

12. 1762— Eing OBftoTse 3EU i&orn* 

15. ASSUMPTION OF B. V. M. 

This is a festival, in the Greek and Romish churches, 
in honour of the supposed miraculous ascension of 
the Virgin Mary into heaven. — See an account of a 
splendid pageant formerly exhibited at Dieppe in 
honour of this day, in T.T. for 1823, pp. 224*227. 

At Bonneval, on the day of the Assumption, a 
bunch of ripe, black grapes is put into the hand of 
the figure of the Virgin in the churches ; and the same 
ceremony is used in the little chapel of St. Lawrence, 
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at Imberty about a quarter of a league from the town. 
These are the first ihtits of the vintage. 

21, 1765.— Jg. U. SI* tfie Bnht of ffilarence, 

LORD HIGH ADMIRAL OF ENGLAND^ BORN. 

Some curious information on the early state of the 
English Navy^ is given in Mr. Ellis's Second Series 
of his ^ Original letters/ and forms a curious con- 
trast with the present state of Naval afTairs, under the 
aui^Mces of His Royal Highness^ whose devotion to 
file high duties to which he has been called , must elicit 
the liveliest gratitude from every admirer of Britain's 
best bulwarks^ 'her wooden walls.' 

* The kiQ^s of Engpland, in the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteen^ 
ceotarics, had occasionally* lai^e fleets under their command, 
bat they cousiaited of merchant ships only, gathered from the 
different ports of England, or hired from foreign countries; those 
^ England on such emergencies being pressed with their crews 
into the king's service. In 1304, the largest ship of war in Eng« 
land, according to Dr. Henry, had a crew of only forty men; and 
in the 6eet of Edward the Third at the siege of Calais, in 1346, 
the complement of each ship, upon an average, must have been 
nnder twenty men. Henry the Fifth, as will presently be seen, 
was the first of our kings who established a permanent uavy« 
A Letter from John Alcefre to K. Henry V, which is given in Mr. 
Ellis's Letters, (vol. i, p. 69'), details, minutely, the progress of 
certain workmen at Bayonne in constructing a vessel ofconsi'* 
derable size, which the King had ordered to be built Bayonne 
was then the last town in the Duchy of Aquif aine. The Mayor 
aud Corporation had contracted with the King for the completioa 
of this vessel within a certain time; but the writer of the Letter 
thinks it could not be ready, and that it would take even four 
or &ve years to finish. The ship, as the timbers had been laid 
down,, was a hundred and eighty-tix feet in length. 

From a passage in a rhyming pamphlet written in 1433, print- 
ed by Hakluyt, intitled 'The Libel of English Policie,' it appears 
that Henry the Fifth built other large ships: 

And if I should conclude all by the King 
Heorie the fift, what was his purposing, 
When at Hampton he made the great dromons 
Which passed other great Ships of all the Commons ; 

* See also pp. 21S-884 of the same volame, for further information 
OH th«^.stthject. 
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The Trinities the Graee de Dieu, the Hol^ Gko9$, 
And other moe, which as now be lost* 

The ships of the King and those of the Commons are kf^ 
4istingai8hed ; Ae royal navy, from the vessela which were 
supplied by the sea-ports, or hired abroad. The entire list of 
Henry's own ships, in the fourth year of his reign, is preserved 
among the proceedings of fats Council. They consisied of three 
vessels of the greater size, three carracks, eight barges, and ia$. 
balingers or smaller barges. In a document of the antecedent 
year, among some of the proceedings of Council, we have the pay 
of the Officers and Sailors of the King's great ships, employed 
in keeping the narrow seas. The admiral received for a qaartev 
of a year and thirty-nine days' service, wages for fifly men frt 
arms at xij^. per day each ; and for a hundred and fifty bowmen, 
at vj(i. a day each ; making a total of 81^/. 10^. For the wages, 
during the same time, of four masters of respective ships, and two 
hundred and fifty mariners, the former at vj<< . a day, and the 
fnariners at iij<i. he received 8192. 5«. 

24. — SAINT BARTHOLOMEW. 

This apostle translated St. Matthew's Gospel into 
the Indian language, and propagated it in that part 
of the world. He is generally supposed to have 
been beheaded. See our last volume, p. 274. — ^The 
inhuman massacre at Paris and throughout France 
took place on this day. See T. T. for 1826, p. 200.-^ 
Some time after this frightful event, the deputies of 
the reformed were treating with the King, the Que^i* 
mother, and some of the Council, for a peace. The 
articles were mutually agreed on ; the question was 
upon the security for performance. After some par- 
ticulars propounded and rejected, the Queen*motber 
said, ^ Is not the word of a king sufficient security V 
One of the deputies answered, 'No, by St. Bartholo- 
mew, madam'. — Walpoliana. 

Lord Clarendon calls fifteen hundred and seventy- 
two ' that infamous year,' from the barbarous and 
inhuman Massacre of Paris which took place in it, 
more usually, from the day on which the transaction 
occurred, called thiB Massacre of St. Bartholomew* 
An event, he observes, attended and ac;pompaiiied 
with as foul dissimulation and as horrid perjury as 



IN AOGUST 1838. 197 

ever added deformity to wickedoess. The reader 
who would learn the minute particulars of this de- 
tested tragedy, may consult Davila's History of the 
Ciyil Wars of France ; the Memoirs of Margaret 
Qiieen of Navarre; the Memoirs of Sully; the Life 
pi llieodore Agrippa d'Aubign^ ; Thuanus; Meze* 
ray's History of France; WraxhalFs History of the 
^ouse of Valois; and Lingard's Narrative, in a note 
at the end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

The Massacre of Paris was subsequently repeated 
in oUier towns. Lingard has assembled the dates ; 
at Paris, August the 24'^ ; Meaux the 2S^^ ; La Charite, 
26^^ ; Orleans, 27^** ; Saumur and Angers, 29**»; Lyons, 
SO'** ; Troyes, September the 2*» ; Bourges, the ir^ ; 
Rouen, 17'»»; Romans, 20^»>; Toulouse, the 28*; 
Bourdeaux, October the S^. The numbers of those 
who perished (and neither age nor sex were spared) are 
variously reckoned by different writers, from ten to a 
hundred thousand; but should we take the half of ttie 
lowest number, the deed loses nothing of its atrocity* 

Pope Gregory the Thirteenth had no sooner notice 
of this deed, than be went in solemn procession to the 
Church of St. Louis in Rome, to return God thanks 
for it as for a happy victory, and sent a nuncio to 
France to congratulate the king. Lord Clarendon 
thought that Gregory alone paid his devotions for it; 
]l>ut in France its anniversaiy was long celebrated. 
William Cecil, writing to his grandfather Lord 
Burghley, from Paris, 2i5th Aug. 1583, says, 'Upon 
St. Bartelmewes day, we had here solemn proces- 
sions, and other tokens of triumphs and joy, in re- 
membrance of the slaughter committed this time 
eleven years past. But I doubt they will not so 
triumph at the day of judgment.' See Ellis's Ori^ 
ginal Letters, Second Series, vol. iii, p. 23, for a 
curious letter of Bishop Sandys to Lord Burghley 
on this subject, in which he recommends ' to cutte 
off the Scottish Quenes H^ade,' as the first of a series 

R 8 
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of propositions for the prevention of a mMsacre in 
England. 

28.— SAINT AUGUSTINE. 

Saint Augustine was the most voluminous writer 
of all the Fathers. He was bom in the year 354 ; in 
391 was chosen Bishop of Hippo ; and died in 430> 
at the age of 76. For accounts of the life of Adgus^ 
tme, and of his numerous writings, consult Cave, 
Dupin, and Milner. 

29. — JOHN BAPTIST BEHEADED. 

This day was formerly denominated Festum Col- 
lectionis Sancti Johannis BaptistcR ; or the feast of 
gathering up St. John the Baptist's relics. His na- 
tivity is celebrated on the 24th of June, which see. 
Consult also T. T. for 1823, p. 234. 

*AUGUST 1827. — A LIVING GIRAFFE ARRIVED IN 
LONDON. 

It was a present to his Majesty from the Pasha of 
Egypt, who also sent one to tiie King of France. This 
singularly beautiful creature remained only a short 
time in London, being removed to Windsor^ where 
it is now kept at Sandford Gate, with the other curi^ 
ous animals belonging to the King. — ^An interesting 
account of the Giraffe, with a correct portrait^ may 
be seen in the Literary Gazette for 1827, p. 553; we 
have only room for a poetical illustration from the 
pen of Mr. Pringlb :— 

The Lion and the Camelopard. 

Wouldst tbou \iew the Lion*s den ? 
Search afar from hanuts of men — 
Where the reed-eneircled foantain 
Oozes from the rocky mountain, 
By its verdure far descried 
'Mid the desert brown and wide. 

Close beside the sedgy brim 
Conchant lurks the Lion grim, 
Waiting till the close of day 
Brifigs again the destined prey. 
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Heedtess-^at the ambosked brink 

The tall Giraffe stoops down to drink ; 

U(K)n him straight the savage springs 

^ ith cruel joy : — The desert rings 

With clanging sound of desperate strife— 

For the proy is strong and strives tor life,— ' 

Plnnging c€t, with frantic fooand. 

To shake the tyrant to the ground ; 

Then bursts like whirlwind through the waste, 

in hope to 'scape by headlong haste : 

In vain ! — ^the spoiler on his prize 

Rides proiidly<*— tearing as he flies. 

For life, the victim's atmost speed 

Is mustered in this hour of need ; 

For life— for life— his giant mi^ht 

He strains, and pours his soul in fljg:ht; 

And, mad with terror, thirst, and pain, 

Spams with wild hoof the thundering plain. 

Tis vain— the thirsty sands are drinking 
His streaming blood— his strength is 'sinking : 
The victor's fangs are in his veins— 
His flanks are streaked with sanguine, stains— 
His panting breast in foam and gore. 
Is bathed:— he reels-^-his race is o'er! 
He fSills— ahd^ with convulsive tteroie, 
Besigns his throat to the raging foe, 
Who revels amidst his dying moans;-— 
While^ gathering round to pick his bones, . 
The vultures watch in gaunt array, 
Till the proud monarch quits his prey» 

SoiB^ v^y cuii^i^ particulars of IiordCniiawel]^ 
as well as a mastetly estioiate of bis< ^rtce^charaictei^ 
which throws coDsiderable light pd the cause of Wolh 
se/s disgrace and fall, will be found in Mr. ELbls's 
OrigiKal Lbttbrs, SecmriL Series, volume ii^.pp; 
116-180 ; 16»-I78, whence the fdHiowing fine* pra^ef 
of Lord Croiawell, before hk execution, hoB fafeU 
^YtrA^^i'fcfid'}*'^ ''•-■' ^ • 

♦ O L(^rd Xe»as, which aart the only health of att 
men living, ^n^ th^ everlastiiq; life of them, whidi die 
in thee, I, wretched sinner, do sniM[iiit myself wbo^y 
taito' fty blessed will; and being sure that the thing 
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cannot perish which is committed unto thy mercy, 

willingly now I leaye this frail and widked flesh, in 

sure hope that thou wilt in better wise restore it to 

me again at the last day in the resurrection of the 

jnst. I beseech thee» most merciful Lord Jesus 

Christ, that thou wilt by thy grace make strong my 

soul against all temptations, and defend me with the 

buckler of thy mercy against all the assaults of the 

Devil. I see and knowledge that there is in myself 

no hope of salvation, but all my confidence, hope, 

and trust is in thy most merciful goodness. I have 

no merits nor good works which I may alledge before 

Ihee; of sins and evil works, alas ! I see a great heap. 

But yet through thy mercy I trust to be in the number 

of them to whom thou wilt not impute their sins ; but 

wilt take and accept me for righteous and just, and 

to be the inheritor of everlasting life. Thou, merci-^ 

ful Lord, wast bom for my sake ; thou didst suffer 

both hunger and thirst for my sake ; thou didst teach, 

pray, and fast for my sake ; all thy holy actions and 

works thou wroughtest for my sake; thou sufferedest 

most grievous pains and torm^its for my sake; 

finally, thou gavcst thy most precious body and thy 

blood to be shed on the cross for my sake. Now, 

most merciful Saviour, let all these things profit me 

that thou freely hast doi\e for me, which hast given 

thyself also for me. Let thy blood cleanse and wash 

away the spots and foulness of my sins. Let thy 

righteousness hide and cover my unrighteousness^ 

liet the merits of thy passion and blood-shedding be 

satisfaction for my sins. Give me. Lord, thy grace^ 

tbi|t the faith of my salvation in thy blood waver not 

in me, but may ever be firm and constant. That the 

hope of thy mercy and life everla3ting never decay 

in me, that love wax not cold in me. Finally, that 

the weakness of my flesh be dot overcome with the 

fear of death. Grant me, merciful Saviour, that when 

4eath hath shut up the eyes of my body, yet tfaie eyes 

l>f my soul may stilVbekoM an^ look ngfm thee ; aii^ 
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when death bath taken away the use of my tongue, 
yet my heart may cry and say unto thee. Lord, into 
thy hands I commit my soul; Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit. Amen/ 



*AUG. 1827. ^LETTER OF SIR WALTER SCOTT, 

Descriptive of a Picture painted by David fViliie^ 
Esq. R.A,, exhibited at the Royal Academy, 1$18| 
a beautiful engraving of which is inserted in Mr, 
Pickering's Bijou, whence we have extracted the 
following Letter to Sir Adam Ferguson : — . 

^ My dear Adam>-*T have duly received your kt- 
ter» with that inclosed from the gentleman whom you . 
have patronized, by suffering the sketch from the 
pencil of our friend Wilkie to be engraved for his 
work. -The picture has .something in it rather of a 
domestic character, as the personages are repre^ 
Rented in a sort of masquerade, such being the plea** 
sure of the accomplished painter. Ne verti^eless, if it 
is to be engraved,! do not see that I can offer ai^y ob- 
jection, since it is the wish of the distinguished artist^ 
and the friendly proprietor of the sketch in question 
But Mr. Balmanno mentions, besides, a desire to have 
anecdotes of my private and domestic life, or, as he 
expresses himself, a portrait of the author in his 
night-gown and slippers ; and this from you, who, I 
dare say, could furnish some anecdotesof our younger 
days, which might now seem ludicrous enough. Even 
as to my night-gown and slippers, I believe the time 
has been, when the articles of. my wardrobe were as 
familiar to your memory as Poins's to Prince Henry ; 
but that tinie has been for some years past, and I 
cannot think it would be interesting to the public to 
ieam that I had changed my old robe-de^chambre fof 
a handsome douillette when I was last at Paris. The 
truth is, that a man of ordinary sense cannot be sup* 
posed delighted with the species of gossip which, in 
tl]^ dearth of other news, recurs to such a quiet ior 
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dividual as myself; and though, like a well-behaved 
lion of twenty years' standing, I am not inclined to 
vex myself about what 1 cannot help^ I will not in 
any case, in which I can prevent it, be accessory to 
these follies. There is no man known at all in litera- 
ture, who may not have more to tell of his private 
life than I have : I have surmounted no difficulties 
either of birth or education, nor have I been favoured 
by any particular advantages, and my life has been 
as void of incidents of importance, as that of the 
** weary knife-grinder." 

•• Story ! God bless you ; I have none to tell, Sir/' 

^ The follies of youth ought long since to have 
passed away; and if the prejudices and absurdities 
of age have come in their place, I will keep them, ad 
Beau Tibbs did his prospect, for the amusement of 
my domestic fHends. A mere enumeration of the 
persons in the sketch is all I can possibly permit to 
be published respecting myself and my family ; and 
as must be the lot of humanity, when we look buck 
seven or eight years, even what follows cannot be 
drawn up without some very painful recollections* 

' The idea which our inimitable Wiikie adopted 
was to represent our family group in the garb of 
south country peasants, supposed to be concerting a 
merry making, for which some of the preparations 
are seen. The place is the terrace near K!ayside^ 
commanding an extensive view towards the Eildon 
hills. (1) The sitting figure, in the dress of a miller, 
I believe, represents Sir Walter Scott, author of a 
few scores of volumes, and proprietor of Abbotsford, 
in the county of Roxburgh. (2) In front, and pre** 
senting, we may suppose, a country wag somewhat 
addicted to poaching, stands Sir Adam Ferguson, 
Knight-Keeper of the Regalia of Scotland. (3) In the 
back-ground is a very handsome old man, upwards 
of eighty-four years old at the time, painted in his 
own character of a shepherd. He also belonged to 
the numerous clan of Scott, He used to claim credit 
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for three things unusual among the Southland sbep« 
herds: first, that he had never been /o«i in the course' 
of his life; secondly, he never had struck a man io 
anger; thirdly, that though entrusted with the manage^ 
ment of large sales of stock, he had never lost a 
penny for his master by a bad debt. He died soon 
afterwards at Abbotsford. 4, 5, 6, Of the three fe- 
male figures, the elder is the late regretted mother 
of the family represented. (5) The young person, most 
forward in the group, is Miss Sophia Charlotte Scott, 
now Mrs. J. 6. Lockhart : and, (6) her younger sister^ 
Miss Ann Scott. Both are represented as ewe-milk- 
ers, with their leglins, or milkpails. (7) On the left 
band of the shepherd, the young man 'holding a 
fowling-piece is the eldest son of Sir Walter, now 
CSaptain in the King's Hussars. (8) The boy, is 
the youngest of the family, Charles Scott, now of 
Brazeuose College, Oxford. The two dogs were 
^stinguished favourites of the family ; the large one 
was a stag- hound of the old Highland breed, called 
Maida, and one of the handsomest dogs that could 
be found ; it was a present from the Chief of Glengary 
to Sir Walter, and was highly valued, both on ac- 
count of his beauty, his fidelity, and the great rarity 
of the breed. The other is a little Highland terrier, 
called OumAr (goblin), of a particular kind, bred in 
Kintail. It was a present from the Hon. Mr^. Stewart 
Mackenzie, and is a valuable specimen of a race 
which is now also scarce. 

' ' Maida, like Bran, Luath, and other dogs of dis- 
tinction, slumbers '^ beneath his stone„'' distinguished 
by an epitaph, which, to the honour of Scottish 
scholarship be it spoken, has only one false quantity 
in JfU;o lines: 

** Maidas marmorea dormis sub imagine Maida, 
** Ad janaam domioi sit tibi terra levis.'' 

'Ourisk still survives, but, like some other person- 
ages in the picture, witli talents and temper rather the 
worse for wear. She has become what Dr. Rutty, the 
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Quaker^ records himself in his journal as haying 
sometimes been — *^ sinfully dogged and snappish/- If 
it should suit Mr. Balmamio's purpose to adopt the 
above illustrations, he is heartily welcome to them; 
hut I make it my especial bargain^ that nothing more 
is said upon such a meagre subject. 

* It strikes me, however, that there is a story about 
old Thomas Scott, the shepherd, which is character* 
istic, and which I will make your friend welcome to. 
Tom was, both as a trusted servant and as a rich 
fellow in his line, a person . of considerable import- 
ance among the class in the neighbourhood, and used 
to stickle a good deal to keep his place in public 
opinion. Now, be suffered, in his own idea at least, 
from the consequence assumed by a country neigh- 
bour, who, though neither so well reputed for weiSth 
or sagacity as Thomas Scott, had yet an advantage 
over him, from having seen the late King, and used to 
take precedence upon all occasions when they 
chanced to meet. Thomas suffered undeivtiiis supe- 
riority. But after this sketch was finished and ex- 
hibited in London, the newspapers made it known 
that his present Majesty had condescended to take 
some notice of it. Delighted with the circumstance, 
Thomas Scott set out, on a most oppressively hot 
day, to walk five miles to Bowden, where his rival 
redded. Ho had no sooner entered the cottage, than 
he called out, in his broad forest dialect, ^^ Andro, 
man, de ye anes sey (see) the King?*' *^ la troth did 
I, Tarn," answered Andro; ^' sit down, and I'll tell ye 
a' about it : ye sey, I was at Lonon, in a place Uiey 
ca' the park, that is no like a hained bog-fence, or 
like the four-nooked parks in this country—-^'' 
*' Hout awa,'' said Thomas, '' I have heard a' that 
before: I only came ower the Know to tell you, that, 
if you have seen the King, the King has seen mey," 
(me). And so he returned with a jocund beiart, 
assuring his friends ^' it had done him much muckle 
gude to settle accounts wi' Andro.'" 
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' Another favour I must request is, that Mr. Bal- 
manno will be so good as to send me a proof of these 
illustratienSy as my hand is very bad, and there may 
be errors both of the pen and of the press. Jocose 
luBC, as the old Laird of Restalrig writes to the Earl 
of Cowrie. Farewell, my old tried and dear friend 
of forty long years. Our enjoyments must now be of 
a character less vivid than we have shared together, 

'* Bat stitt at our lot it were vain to repine, 

« Yoatb cannot return^ or the days of Lang Syne/' 

* Your's affectionately, 

Abbouford, August 2. ' WaLTBB ScOTT.' 



Lines. 

[Written for Time's Telescope by J. H. Wiffeti.} 

Alas! the scenes throagb which on earth we stray 
Are but the semblance of an April day ; 
Tempest to calms« to sunshine showVs succeed, 
Point the strong thorn, and nurse the noxious weed. 
Faat as in Uiongbt we reach some happy glade, 
A cloud comes by, and chills us with its shade ; 
We rear the rose, and, as it bursts to bloom, 
The canker kills it, or the frosts consume ; 
On pleasure, pain ; on mirth, dejection treads — 
Here hope allures, and there her nets she spreads ; 
Charm follows charm, but still, where'er we go, 
The promised rapture t>ikes the tint of woe ; 
We look behind us, and a mist appears, 
Veils our gay steps, and fills our path with tears: 
We sport, we sigh, smile, weep, and etermore 
The bliss grows shorter, and the smart more sore ; 
Till night sets in, and, as her shadows creep, 
Like wearied babes we moan ourselves to sleeps 

SUll there are intervals for all to know 
A rest from care, a breathing-time from woe : 
Not always sorrow haunts the pilgrim's view, 
Not alwaysdttty wears its harshest hu6 : 
The storm whirls seldom aU our wealth away, 
Some hopes, some joys, still keep th' assaulted spray ; 
Like a few grapes in vintage-time, like one 
Ungatherdd olive in th' autumnal sun. 
Left on its topmost fooagh, erewhile to shoot 
In earth, the germ of more luxuriant fruit. 
S 
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9lfiitronomtcal ^ccuttences 

In AUGUST 1838. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun will enter Virgo at 36 m. after 5 on the 
morning of the 23d of this month ; and he rises and 
sets, during the same time, as in the following 

table 
Of the SurCs Rising and Setting for every ffth Day. 

August 1st, Sun rises 18 m. after 4. Sets 49 m. past 7 

6lh 86 4 34 7 

llth 85 4 a5 7 

16lh 44 4 '. 16 7 

21st 53 4 7 7 

26th 2 5 56 ,6 

3ist 11 5 49 .6 

Equation of Time. 

To find mean time from apparent, the numbers in 
the following Table mast be added to the latter for 
the noon of each day it contains ; and for the inter- 
mediate days, those to be used must be obtained as 
already directed : — 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Friday, August Itt, to the time by the dial add 6 57 

Wednesday ..•• 6th 5 32 

Monday llth 4 52 

Saturday. 16th 3 58 

Thursday 21st 2 51 

Tuesday 26th 1 38 

Sunday 31st 4 

Lunar Phenomena. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter, 2d day, at 38 ni. after 3 in the afternoon 

New Moon .. 10th 42 4 

FirstQuarter 18th 46 2 

Full Moon .. 25th 28 •• 5 inthemorniog 
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Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
Tbe most conyenient times for observing the Moon's 
transits daring this month, if the weatiber prove fa- 
▼onrable, will be the following: viz. 

Aagust 1st, at 32 ro. past 4 in the morninir 

2d .. 22 5 

Sd .. 12 6 

4th .. 1 7 

6th .. 51 7 

6th .. 39 8 

7th .. 28 9 

17th •• 5 in the afternoon 

18th .. 52 5 

19th •• 46 6 .., • 

20th .. 44 ...... 7 in the eyening 

21st .. 4« 8 

22d .. 48 9 

23J .. 43 10 

24th .. 41 11 

Time of High Water at London, for every fifth Day. 
In addition to the times stated in the following 
Table, we must refer to the Occurrences in January 
for finding those of-other days and other places. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 
Morning. AfUmoan, 

A ugast 1st, at 44m. after 5 • 9n].after6 

6th .. 89 10 11 ..11 

Ilth .. 30 2 50 2 

16th .. 7 5 25 5 

21st .. 5 10 45 10 

26th .. 65 2 11 3 

31st .. 12 6 39 6 

Phenomena Planetarum. 
Phases of Venus. 

This planet now is scarcely visible^ as her illn- 
minated disk is so extremely narrow ; the following 
being the proportion of the light and dark parts at 
this time : — 

August Ist j p^^^ p^^^ .:... = 11-92096 
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Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 

Only two of these eclipses will be visible thismonth, 
which are the following : viz. 

Emersion. 

First Satellite, 24th day, at 8 in. S3 s. after 8 in the eyening 

Itnmersion. 

Second Satellite, 6th 50 m. 47 s. after 8 in the evening 

Conjunction of the Moon unth the Planets and Stars. 

August 17th, with Jupiter at 6 in the morning 
23d .... /3 in Capricorn 6 . • 

Other Phenomena. 
Mercary and Mars will both be stationary on the 
3d of this month. Mercury will attain his greatest 
elongation on the 12th, and Venus will be stationary 
on the 18th. Mercury will be in conjunction with 
i in Cancer at 3 in the morning of the 17th, and again 
with a in Leo, at 10 in the evening of the 28th. 



The following Sonnet is admirably descriptive of 
many of the still evenings of this month :— 
Sonnet. — Noche Serena. 

[By Delta of Blackwood's Magazine ] 
How tranquil is the Dight ! the torrent's roar 
Dies off far distant; through the lattice streams 
The pure, white, silvery moonshine, mantling o'er 
The couch and curtains with its fairy gleams. 
Sweet is the prospect ; sweeter are the dreams 
From which my loathful eyelid now unclosed : 
Methought beside a forest we reposed. 
Marking the summer sun's far western beams, 
A dear loved friend and I. The nightingale 
To silence and to us her pensive tale 
Sang forth : the very tone of vanished years 
Came o'er me — feeling warm, and visions bright ! 
Alas ! how quick such vision disappears, 
To leave the spectral moon and silent night. 
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Cjie ilatutaltfiif fii lltat^ 

Fw AUGUST 1828. 

Hark ! the ripe and hoary rye. 

Waving white and billowy, 

Gives a husicy rustle, as 

Fitful breezes fluttering pass. 

8ee the brown and bending wheat 

By its posture seems to meet 

The harvest's sickle, as it gleams 

Like the crescent moon in streams, 

Brown with shade and night, that run 

Under shores and forests dun. c. webbe. 

Th b various kinds of grain are generally ripened in 
this month by the powerful influence of the solar ray ; 
and as every^monWi has Hb peculiar beauties, so Au- 
gust has its fields of waving com, its groups of nut- 
brown reapers, audits cheerful HARVBST-HOME. See 
our previous volumes for an account of many cu* 
rlous ceremonies at this season. — In the greater part 
of the country churches in France, an offering is 
made of the first sheaf of com that is cut. These 
first-fruits of the harvest are variously ornamented 
with ingenious devices in straw ; and the sheaf is al« 
most always surmounted by a cross made of the 
same material. In the department of the Maine and 
Loire, and even in La Vendee, the following ce- 
remonies are still practised at harvest-home: — In 
these countries, it must be observed, the whole of the 
grain is threshed in the open air, immediately it is 
taken from the field ; consequently a great number 
of labourers are required, that all tlie sheaves may be 
threshed, and the grain promptly housed. When a 
single sheaf only remains, the labourers collect to- 
gether, and with th6ir flails in one hand, and nose- 
gays in the other, they come to the master, carrying 
an arm-chair decked with flowers. They announce 
to him that one sheaf only remains, but it is so heavy 

s 2 
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they cannot lift it, and that he alone will be able to 
effect the task. They then place the master in the 
chair, and carry him round the field : they next try to 
lift the sheaf, making very extraordinary efforts for 
the purpose, but in vain. This honour is reserved 
for the master, to whom it of right belongs ; the sheaf 
is then untied, and threshed in his presence. The 
whole is terminated with a feast at the expense of the 
mastier; the wine circulates freely, and mirth and 
good humour are willingly admitted ' of this happy 
crew.' 

About the 1 1th of August, the puffin migrates ; and 
soon afterwards the swift disappears, probably wing- 
ing its way to more southern regions. Lapwings and 
linnets congregate, and the nuthatch chatters. Young 
broods of goldfinches are now seen. 

The mountain ash, or rowan tree, displays its 
bunches of red berries amid its elegant and light fo- 
liage, rivalling the flaming honours of the pyracan- 
thus at a later period. The jessamine shows its pretty 
little fldwers, and diffuses its fragrant scent. — See 
some beautiful lines in T. T. for 1825, p. 220. 

The geranium tribe add to the beauty of the gar- 
den, and many pretty species also decorate our son- 
ny banks; the malvaceous order, and the spurges, 
bearing the seed always elevated ^n the flower, are 
seen in great variety. The Genista or broom flowers 
in this month ; and the common flax, with its pretty 
pale, blae flowers. The sun-flower adds its stately 
beauties to the garden* The sweet scabious is in 
flower; and the common blue passion-flower, which 
flowers from June to October, may, in the general 
dearth of flowers, be introduced to our notice in Au« 
gust. 

Insects now abound, and afford a never-failing 
source of amusement and instruction to the inquiring 
entomologist. The lady-bird is frequently seen in 
prodigious numbers in ti^is month. 
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To the Ladt-Bird. 

* Lady Bird ! Lady Bird ! fly away home'— 

The field-mouse is gone to her nest ; 
The daisies have shut up their sleepy red eyes; 

And the bees and the birds are at rest. 

Lady Bird ! Lady Bird ! fly away home — 

The glow-worm is lighting her lamp ; 
The dew's falling fast, and your fine speckled wings 

Will flag with the close-clinging damp. 

Lady Bird ! Lady Bird ! fly away home- 
Good luck if you reach it at last : 

The owl's come abroad, and the bafs on the roam, 
Sharp set from the Ramagan fast. 

Lady Bird ! Lady Bird ! fly away home— 

The fairy bells tinkle afar ; 
Make haste, or theyll catch you, and harness yon fast 

With a cobweb, to Oberon's car. 

Blackwood's Magazine, 

The Wasp,— Or. Darwin, in his Zoonomia, relates 
an anecdote of apparent ratiocination in a wasp, 
which had caught a fly nearly as large as itself. 
Kneeling down, the doctor saw the wasp dissever the 
head and tail from the trunk of the fly, and attempt to 
soar with the latter ; but finding, when about two feet 
from the ground, that the wings of the fly carried too 
much sail, and caused its prize and itself to be whirl- 
ed about^ by a little breeze that had arisen, it drop- 
ped upon the ground with its prey, and deliberately saw- 
ed off, with its mandibles, first one wing and then the 
other : having thus removed these impediments to its 
progress, the wasp flew away with its booty, and ex- 
perienced no further molestation from the wind. — 
Sevan* s Honey-bee. — See also oar last volume, p. 325. 

Papilio lo, Argusy and Phlisas, are seen in this 
month ; but many of the butterfly family are extreaie- 
ly local. — See our last volume, p. 288. 

In this month, flies become very troublesome and 
tormenting, both to men and animals. 

The Blue-Bottle ; a Sketch. 

> Talk of mosquitoes! — a mosquito is a gentleman 
who honourably runs yon through with a small sword^ 
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and from whom (as from a mad dog) we may easily 
seek a defence in— muslin. But your rory-tory, hurly- 
burly blue-bottle^ is no better than a bully. His head 
is a humming-top, and his tight blue little body like 
a tomahawk^ cased in glittering steel, which he takes 
a delight in whirling against your head. I really be- 
lieve, that to confine a nervous man in a room with 
one of these winged tormentors, on a day in August, 
would inevitably destroy him in less than an hour. 
He rudely and unceremoniously bumps away all so- 
ber reflection,— (I wonder whether the phrenological 
Spurzheim ever felt the bumps of a blue-bottle !) then 
his whimsical vagaries effectually defy repose ; now 
settling with bis tickling bandy legs upon your nose, 
and industriously insinuating his sharp proboscis, 
ajid anon abruptly buzzing in your ear — ^no secret — 
off he shoots again to his own music. 

Now, truly, his hum-drum puts me in mind of the 
whirring tone of the hurdy-gurdy, while bis ad Ubi- 
turn bumping against the booming window-panes 
sounds, to my femcy, like the unskilful accompani- 
ment of a double drum, beaten by some unmusical 
urchin. 

The house spider, who spreads with so much care 
his beautiful nets for gnats, and moths, and smaller 
flies, finds alike his labour and his toils in vain to 
secure this rampaging rogue ; and, indeed, when the 
turbulent blue-bottle chances, in his bouncing ran- 
dom flight, to get entangled in the glutinous meshes, 
he shakes and roars, and blusters so loudly, until be 
breaks away, that the spider, affrighted, invariably 
takes advantage of his long legs to scamper off to his 
sanctum in the cracked wainscot; like some imbecile 
watchman, who, fearing to encounter a tall inebriat* 
ed bruiser, sneaks away with admirable discretion 
to the security of his snug box, praying the drunkard 
may speedily reel into another beat. 

Your noisy people generally grow taciturn in their 
cups; but Sir Blue-bottle^ though be drinks deep 
draughts of your wine, picrtteulfuiy if it abound in 
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sweetness^ is never changed. He is naturally giddy, 
and^ according to entomologists, always sees more 
than double, while his head was never made to be 
turned. So may you hope for peace — only in his 
flight or death I — Absurdities: in Prose and Verse. 

Thunderstorms are not uncommon in this month ; 
and these are no where seen in so much grandeur as 
in alpine countries. 

A Summer Storm among the Mountains 
is thus beautifully described in the ' Lights and Shar 
dows of Scottish Life:' 

'An enormous thunder-cloud had lain all day over 
Ben Nevis, shrouding its summit in thick darkness, 
blackening its sides and base, wherever they were 
beheld from the surrounding country, with masses of 
deep shadow, and especially flinging down a weight 
of gloom upon that magnificent glen that bears the 
same name with the mountain, till now the afternoon 
was like twilight, and the voice of all the streams 
was distinct in the breathlessness of t^ vast solitary 
hollow« The inhabitants of all the straths, vales, 
glens, and dells, round and about the Mon^arch of 
Scottish Mountains, had, during each successive 
hour, been expecting the roar of thunder and the de- 
luge of rain ; but the huge conglomeration of lower- 
ing clouds would not rend asunder, although it was 
certain that a calm blue sky could not be restored 
till all that dreadful assemblage had melted away into 
torrents, or been driven off by a strong wind from the 
sea. All the cattle on the hills^ or on the hollows, 
stood still, or lay down in their fear — the wild deer 
sought in herds the shelter of the pine-covered cliffs 
—the raven hushed his hoarse croak in some grim 
cavern, and the eagle left the dreadful silence of the 
upper heavens. Now and then the shepherds looked 
from their huts, while the shs^dow of the thunder- 
clouds deepened the hues of their plaids and tartans ; 
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and at every creaking of the heavy branches of the 
pines or wide-armed oaks, in the solitude of their in- 
accessible birth-place, the hearts of the lonely dwell- 
ers quaked, and they lifted up their eyes to see the 
first wide flash, the disparting of the masses of dark- 
ness — and paused to hear the long, loud rattle of hea- 
ven's artillery, shaking the foundation of the ever- 
lasting mountains ! But all was yet silent. 

' The peal came at last, and it seemed as if an earth- 
quake had smote the silence. Not a tree, not a blade 
of grass moved, but the blow stunned, as it were, the 
heart of the solid globe. Then was there a low, wild, 
whispering wailing voice, as of many spirits, all join- 
ing together, from every point of heaven — it died 
away, and then the rushing of rain was heard through 
the darkness ; and, in a few minutes, down came all the 
mountain torrents in their power, and the sides of all 
their steeps were suddenly sheeted, far and wide, wiA 
waterfalls. Great rivers were suddenly flooded— and 
the little mountain rivulets, a few minutes before only 
silver threads, and in whose fairy basins the minnow 
played, werc:jiow scarcely fordable to shepherds' 
feet. It was time for tlie strongest to take shelter, 
and none now would have liked to have issued from 
it ; for while there was real danger in life and limb, 
in the many raging torrents, and in the lightning's 
flash, the imagination, smd the soul themselves, were 
touched with awe in the long-resounding glens, and 
beneath the savage scowl of the angry sky.' 

A thunder storm in August is thus vividly pour- 
trayed in Pen nib's ^ Royal Minstrel:' — 

The tempest comes ; 
Louder and louder sounds the whirlwind^s voice ; 
It nighs the echoing cavern ; lowly bow 
The gust-born pines their lofty heads to earth, 
Tremendous rolls the thunder ; while huge rocks. 
Split by the flaipe-robed bolt, are headlong hurled 
Into the boiling lake, and in their fall 
Outroar the crash ^f warring elements. 
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An Indian Storm. 

■ [By H. M. Parker, Author of the Draught Of finttlortalUy.] 

Throneil Amidst tfaander-clodds, the dark toofaun 
Frowns grimly down upon the sinking satt, . 
With all his banners purple, blaek, and dim* 
Unfurled for war. The tribes of air have gone 
Wheeling and screaming— flying from the gale, 
Like ocean-mists ; — a solitary sail 
Shines thro' the gloom j and o'er the murky riirer,' 
•Like hope's last ray to hearts it Jeavea foe erer. 
Now bursts the storm in one terrific howl, 
Wild as the din of hell. The lightnings pale . . 
Glitter through rattling cataracts of hail. 
The clouds rush down in floods, the heavens scowl, 
Earth shakes, and all its groaning forests nod : 
Kneel, msni and deprecate the wrath of Goo. 

The storm has past, and dewy silence reigns 

UpoB the broad, blue river, and the «arth ; 

The perfumed air is cool, as though its birth , ^ 

Had been 'midst Himalayah's^zen crests. 

How calm, how silent — save wnte^ the plashing oar 

Dips faint and far, rippling the >amp%^le beam '^ 

That shoots from roosqu^ortomple on thf^fifOre, 

Athwart the eddying Gnnga^sbgly a^iseatii. 

And see ! the rising moon ; — aro^Eina ber gleam 

The stars, bright satraps of her silver throne, 

Lighting the hour, when, sadly and alone. 

The exile muses.— What to htm are these, 

The East's resplendent skies and fragrant trees. 

This clime of flowers and stars? — ^Alas! 'tis not his own. 



The Pampas of South America. 

Captain Head^ in his Travels recently published^ 
gives a very interesting account of these singular 
plains ; and as we have already described some of the 
appearances of Nature in foreign countries^ this nar- 
rative will form an agreeable supplement. The Pam- 
pas stretch 900 miles^ to the footof the Andes. These 
900 miles> in the part which he visited^ though under 
the same latitude^ are divided into three regions, of 
difOprent climate and produce. On leaving Buenos 



216 THE NATUKAUSr's I>MRY 

Ayres, the first of these regicms is covered for 180 
miles with clover and thistles ; the second, of 450 
miles, with long grass ; and the third, extending to 
the CordiIlera» with low trees and shrubs. The second 
and third of these regions, says Captain Head, have 
nearly the same appearance throughout the year, for 
the trees and shrubs are ever green, and the immense 
plain of grass only changes its colour from green to 
brown ; but the first region varies with the four sea- 
sons of the year in a most extraordinary manner. In 
winter, the leaves of the thistles are large and luxuriant, 
and the whole surface of the country has the rough 
appearance of a turnip-field. The clover, in this sea> 
son, is extremely rich and strong ; and the sight of the 
wild cattle grassing in full liberty in such pasture is 
very beautiful. In spring, the clover has vanished, 
the leaves of the thistles have extended along the 
ground, and the country still looks like a rough crop 
of turnips. In less than a inonth, the change is most 
extraordinary; the js^ible region becomes a luxu- 
riant wood ofenormousthistle;», which have suddenly 
shot up to ci neight of ten or eleven feet, and are all 
in full bloom. Hh^ road or path is hemmed in on 
both side**?' • ' vie^.is completely obstructed ; not 
an animal i ^ . be seen, and the stems of the thisUes 
are so close co eachottier, and so strong, that, inde- 
pendent of the prickles with which they are armed, 
they form an impenetrable barrier. The sudden 
growth of these plants is quite astonishing ; and 
Uiough it would be an unusual misfortune in military 
history, yet it is really possible that an invading army, 
unacquainted with this country, might be imprisoned 
by these thistles, before they had time to escape from 
them. The summer is not over before the scene un- 
dergoes another rapid change : the thistles sudden- 
ly lose their sap and verdure, their heads droop, the 
leaves shrink and fade, the stems become black and 
dead, and they remain rattling with the breeze (me 
against another, until the violence o{ the pampero or 
hurricane levels them with the ground, when they ra- 
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pidly deOomposeand dkuippear — ^ihe clover ruisdies up, 
imd the scene is rerdant again. 
. The vast region of grass in^ the Pampas for 450 
miles, is without a weed, and the region of wood is 
equally extraordinary. The trees are not crowded, 
but in thcar growth such beautiful order is observed, 
that one can gallop between them in every direction. 
The young trees are rising up, others are flourishing 
in fall vigour ; and, it is for some time, that one looks 
invain for jthose which, in the great system of succes* 
sion, must necessarily son^wbere or other be sinking 
towards decay. They are at last discovered, but 
their /fate is not allowed to disigure the general 
cheerfulness of the scene ; and they are seen enjoying 
what may literally be termed a green old age. The 
extremities of their branches break off as they die; 
and when ' nothing is left but the hollow trunk, it is 
still covered, with twigs and leaves, and at last is 
gradually concealed from view by the young shoot, 
which, bom under the shelter of its branches, now 
rises rapidly above it, and conceals its decay. A 
few places are met with which have been burnt by 
accident, and the black desolate spot, covered with 
the charred trunks of trees, resembles a scene in the 
human world of pestilence or war. But the fire is 
scarcely extinct, when the surrounding trees all seem 
to spread their branches towards each other; and 
young shrubs are seen rising out of the ground, while 
the saptess trunks are evidently mouldering into dust. 
This whole space is thinly populated with Indians, 
all equestrians as soon as they can crawl — who 
live on the herds that low along the plains in count- 
less multitades, and now and Oxen on a little horse- 
flesh, and eke out the luxuries of life by plundering 
a traveller, when they can find one. Some are em- 
ployed by the government of Buenos Ayres to sup- 
ply the posts with horses (and in this they have no 
difficulty), or in feeding or stabling them. AH ran 
wild, and are caught as they are wanted. The dex- 

T 



218 THJS NATURALIST^S DIARY 



terity of theae Indians in catching tbem id admt* 
rable ; urchins of seven or eight years old manage 
the matter with ease^ and take charge of them from 
post to post* 

As the month of August may find some of our 
readers at the un/ashionable, but very agreeable^ 
place 'ycleped Margate, we will treat them with 
some stanzas from a highly humorous^ poem by 
Mr. Thomas Hood, author of * Odes to Great Fco-* 
pie/ ' Whims and Oddities/ &c. &c. 

llie Mermaid of Margate. 
On Margate beach, where the sick one roams, 

And the sentimental reads ; 
Where the maiden flirts, and the widow comes. 

Like the ocean, to cast her weeds ; — 

There's a maiden sits by the ocean brim. 

As lovely and fair as Sin ! 
But woe, deep water and woe to him, 

That she snareth like Peter fin ! 

Her head is crowned with pretty sea wares, 
And her locks are golden and loose ; 

And seek to her feet, like other folks' heirs, 
To stand, of course, in her shoes. 

And the Fishmonger, humble as love may be. 
Hath planted his seat by her side ;-— 

* Good even, fair maid ! Is thy lover at sea. 

To make thee so watch the tide T 
She turned about with her pearly brows. 
And clasped him by the band :— * 

* Come, love, with me ; Tve a bonny house 

On the golden Goodwin Sand/ 

And away with her prize to the wave she leapt. 

Not walking, as damsels do, — 
With toe and heel, as she ought to have stepped, — 

But she hopt like a kangaroo. 

One plunge, and then the victim was blind, 
Whilst they galloped across the tide : 

At last, on the bank, he waked in his mind, 
And the beauty was by his side, — 

One half in the sand, and half in the sea; 
' But his hair all began to stiffen — 
For, when he looked where her feet should be. 
She had no more feet than Miss Biffin ! 
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Bat a scaly tail, of a dolphin's growth. 

In the dabbling brine did soak : 
At last she opened her pearly mouth 

Like an oyster, and thus she spoke :-^ 

* You crimpt my father, who was a skate ; 

And my sister you sold — a maid : 
So here remain for a fishery fate, 

for lost you are, and betrayed/ 

And away she went, with a sea-guIPs stream, 

And a splash of her saucy tail : 
In a moment he lost the silvery gleam 

That shone on her splendid maiU 

The sun went down with a blood-red flame, 

And the sky grew cloudy and black ; 
And the tumbling billows, like leap-frog, came 

Each over the otber*s back* 

And still the waters foamed in, like ale, 

In front, and on either flank ; 
He knew that Goodwin and Co. must fail — 

There was such a run on the bank* 

A little more, and a little more. 

The surges came tumblingin;-*- 
He sang the Evening Hymn twice o*er, 

And thought of ev'ry sin. 

Each flounder and plaice lay cold at his heart, 

As cold as his marble slab ; 
And he thought he felt, in every part, 

The pincers of scalded crab. 

The squealing lobsters that he had boiled, 

And the little potted shrimps. 
All the horny prawns he had ever spoiled. 

Gnawed into his soul, like imps* 

At last, his lingering hopes to buoy. 

He saw a sail and mast, 
And called * ahoy !* — ^but it was not a hoy. 

And so the vessel went past. 

And with saucy wing, that flapped in his face, 

The wild bird about him flew. 
With a shrilly scream, that twitted his case— 

* Why, thou art a sea-gull, too T 
But just as his body was all afloat. 

And the surges above him broke. 
He was saved from the hungry deep by a boat, 

Of Deal (but builded of oak). 
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The skipper gave him a dram aa be laj. 
And chafed his shiveriog »kiD ; 

And the ao^el returned tliat was flying away 
With the spirit of Petejr Fin* 



SEPTEMBER derived its name from the place 
which it occupied in the Romnlean calendar ; it wafi> 
the seventh. The sign Libra is appropriated to it. 

Jn SEPTEMBER 1828. 
1. — SAINT 6ILBS. 

Giles was bom at Athens, but removed to France, 
and there died towards ttie end of the eighth century. 
On the Eve, and the day of the Fair of St. Cfilles, 
established hi Bonneval, on the 1st of September, 
1260, the inhabitants were compelled to appear armed; 
in the great court of the Monastery of Sie Abbey of 
Saint Florentia of Bonneval, in consequence of the 
rights and privileges of the religious there : the oflS* 
cers of the hoilde then made a census, or enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants, after which they left the mo- 
nastery in due form, preceded by its officers. About 
six or seven o'clock in the evening, they went through 
the streets of the town, and into the field where the fair 
was held, to see that order was maintained, and that 
the hucksters were protected from insult and inter* 
ruption, and their goods from pillage. Hie inha- 
bitants making this search, or composing the Cheo^ 
auchee, were also obliged, when the officers passed 
before their houses, to have fire and water at their 
doors, ^ignemet aquamante domos exponebant/-^ 
—This custom existed also among the Romans, and 
was esteemed a public marie of hospitality. 
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2.— LONDON BURNT. 

The fire of London broke out on Sunday morning, 
September 2d, 1666, O.S. ; and being impelled by 
strong winds, raged with irresistible fury nearly four 
days and nights : nor was it entirely mastered till the 
fifth morning after it began. See T.T, for 1816, p. 
249 ; T.T. for 1820, p. 213; and T.T. for 1826, p. 
817. 

7. — SAINT EUNERCHUS. 

Eunerchus was Bishop of Orleans in the year 375. 
The circumstances of his election were regarded as 
miraculous. 

*7. 1736. — EXECUTION OF CAPTAIN PORTEOUS. 

The case of Captain Porteous was one of extra- 
ordinary interest at its time. As Captain Lieutenant 
of the City Guard of Edinburgh, he was charged with, 
and adjudged guilty of firing upon the populace with- 
out order from the magistrates, upon an attempt of 
the mob to seize the body of a culprit whose execu- 
tion had just taken place, April 15^^, 1736. On July 
the 20% he was sentenced to die. Circumstances 
which were subsequently brought to light appeared 
to lessen his guilt; and Queen Caroline, who was then 
Guardian of tbe Realm, sent a reprieve for six weeks, 
^hich it was thought would be followed by a change 
of the sentence to transportation. His execution 
stood fixed, upon the expiration of the reprieve, for 
the 8^^ of September. Upon the night of the 7% the 
populace seized the Toll-booth by surprise, found the 
prisoner, and hurried him by torchlight to the Grass- 
market, where throwing a rope ovet a sign-post twenty 
feet high, belonging to a dyer, near the ordinary place 
of execution, they pulled him up ; but h\s hands being 
loose, be fixed them between his neck aild the rope, so 
that the mob were obliged to let him down again. 
£biving on two shirts, they wrapped one about his face, 
tied his arms with the nightgown he had on, pulled him 
vp ag&in> ftud completed his„ execution.~A valu- 

t2 
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able Ulastratioa of Ikis erent is given by Mr. ElUa, 
to whom we are indebted for the above notiee^m' his 
Original Letter3> S^oand Series (vol. iv, p. $47) in 
the shape of a ^ letter from Major Genial Mo;}o 
to the Duke of Neweasde/ to which we refer oov 
readers. — ^And we need scarcely remind them^ tb^t 
Sir Walter Scott's admirable Tale of the ' Hesut of 
ilid-Lothian' owes much of its interest to the ha,ppy 
skill with which the author has seized upon this event 
and its attendant circumstances, and interwoven.tbem 
in tile thread of his fascinating narrative* 

*7. 1 665. ^THE PLAGUE IN LONDON. 

Mitch curious information respaoting the great 
plague wiU.be found in our previous volumes. Some 
furttier particulars of this national calamity are given 
by Mr. Ellis, in his Original liCtters, Second »^ries^ 
(vol. iv, pp. 22, et seq.) to which we must r^fer our 
readers, subjoining only a few lines of observation 
by the acute and learned editor of these vcduable 
documental illustrations of English history. ' To the 
full description of thC' great plague of 1665, (ob^ 
3erves Mr. E.) neither the pencil nor the pen have 
yet been adequate. Hie desolation was too. wide 
^d too fearful for any one to seek material for idt 
picture of it while it ra^ed;'to the conteoiporary 
letters of survivors, therefore, . and their diiuries 
where such exist, oan we alone look now fOr its 
minute details. These should be^: sought for, and 
formed into a volume. Such a publicaiSon'might be 
useful* not only to those who read and reflect, tmt 
to all who, in the pride of sciences or the greeditese 
of trade, would speculate upon thecbfulce&l.of con- 
tagion. De Foe's Journal of the Plague^ ol IfiOS 
was an entire fiction, though it deceived Dn. Mead/ 
/ In August and September 1666, many parts oif 
England were deaolated by the plague : in the small 
parish of Eyam, in Derbyshire^ 76 famiUes v^mm 
visited, by thijs scourge, out of which 259 pera<Hi& 
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died ! An affecting history of this event is given 
in * Rhbdes's Peak Scenery/ where, as well as in 
^.Anecdotes of lUastrions Characters/ will be fotmd 
an account of the heroic conduct of WiUiaai and 
Catherine Mompesson. See also the ^D^iolaium 6f 
Eyam, and olher Poems/ by William and Mj^rt 
HowiTT, another offering at the shrine of the muses, 
J^ighly creditable to the taste and talents of the 
authors of the * Forest Minstrel/ We regret that 
our limits prevent us from giving specimens of the 
varied contents of this second volume of Poems ; but, 
doubtless, they who possess the first, will immedi- 
ately purchase the ^Desolation of Eyam/^ — ^we ear* 
nestiy recommend it to the attention of our readers* 

8.— NATIVITY OF THE VIRGIN MARY. 

A concert of angels having been heard in the air 
to solemnize this important event, the festival was 
appointed by Pope Servius about the year 69£k In- 
nocent IV honoured this feast with an octave in 1244^ 
iEtnd Gregory XI, about the year 1370, with a vigil. . 

' *10. 1827*-^UGO F08C0L0 DiSDj 

An Italian gentleman and sl?.holar, who had re-* 
sided for several years in London, and was well 
known to the whole circle of Ebglish literati. Fos* 
colo was not only a distinguished classic, but a man 
of very considerable genius and general attainments. 
£(is memory was so remarkably tenacious, that he 
seemed hardly to have forgotten any author whose 
works he had ever read. In his own language, he was 
«n elegant and fertile poet ; and his prose style was 
of the highest order, refined and nervous. - Durmg 
his residence among us, Signer Foscolo wrote a great 
deal on miscellaneous subjects, and cbntribuled es- 
says, criticisms, &c. &c. to several of the most emU 
aent periodical publications of the time. His ad*' 
nirable * Essays im Petrarch* are well known ta 
every admirer of that delightful po^t Under the 
Msnmed name gf Jacopo Qriis, with who«e Letters 
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every one acquainted witii Italian literature is con^ 
veraant, Foscolo forcibly drew the picture of his owii 
feelings. He lived to complete his great work, an 
edition of his favourite author * Dante/ with very 
able commentaries^ which will shortly be published ; 
be also left a version of seven books of Homer. 

*13. 1827. JOSEPH MAWMAN DIED, 

Author of a ' Tour in Scotland/ and, for many 
years, a most respectable bookseller and publisher 
in London. 

*13. 1603. LORD BURGHLEY DIED. 

. The author of the very curious * Observations on the 
Life and Reign, of Elizabeth/ printed by Mr. Ellisj^ 
Id his ' Original Letters^ Second Series/ gives a highly 
interesting sketchof this great statesman — See vol. iji^ 
pp. 189-191, note. 

14. HOLY CROSS. 

This festival was first observed in the year 615 ; see 
our volume for 1824, p. 236. For an account of the 
ceremony of kissing the cross, performed in the Greek 
church on this day, see T.T. for 1822, p. 245.— See 
also T.T. for 1826, p. 231, for a description of the 
Peuiangle of Solomon, and other curious matters. 
Consult also our last volume, p. 300, for an account 
of the fragment of the trtie cross. 

17. SAINT LAMBERT. 

Lambert was appointed Bishop of Maestricht in 
673, and was murdered September 17th, 708. He 
was canonized in 1240. 

17, 19, 20,-^EMBER DAYS. — See p. 60. 

*17. 1827* — REV, ROBERT POLLOK DIED, JET. 28, 

Author of ' The Course of Time,' a Poem in 2 
vol. 12mo. He was on his way to Italy, the climate 
of which had been recommended to him for a con- 
sumptive complaint ; but he was only enabled to reach 
Southampton^ where^ at the end of a few weeks, his. 
mortal career livas Ditis. prematurely closed.— ThQ 
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following lineS} which speak of the last day of this 
world's existence^ afford a fair specimen of the 
author's powers : — 

In 'castomed g^lory bright, that mom the sun 
Rose, visiting the earth with light, and heat, 
And joy ; and seemed as full of youth, and strong 
To mount the steep of heaven, as when the stars 
Of morning sang to his first dawn, and night 
Fled from his face : the spacious sky received 
Him blushing as a bride, when on her looked 
The bridegroom : and, spread out beneath his eye, 
Earth smiled. Up to his warm embrace the dews, 
That all night long had wept his absence, flew : 
The herbs and (lowers their fragrant stores unlocked. 
And gave the wanton breeze, that newly woke, 
Revelled in sweets, and from its wings shook health, 
A thousand grateful smells : the joyous woods 
Dried in his beams their locks, wet with the drops 
Of night ; and all the sons of music sung 
Their matin song: from arboured bower, the thrush 
Concerting with the lark that hymned on high : 
On the green hill the flocks, and in the vale 
The herds I'ejoiced : and light of heart the hind 
Eyed amorously the milk-maid as she passed, 
Not heedless, though she looked another way. 

No sign was there of change: all nature moved 
In wonted harmony : men, as they met 
In morning salutation, praised the day. 
And talked of common things: the husbandnpan 
Prepared the soil, and silver-tongued hope 
Promised finother harvest : in the streets, 
Eac)i wishing to make profit of his neighbour. 
Merchants assembling, spoke of trying times, 
Of bankruptcies, and markets glutted full : 
Or crowding to the beach, where, to their ear. 
The oath of foreign accent^ and the noise 
Uncouth o.f trade's rough sons, made music sweet. 
Elate with certain gain, behdd the bark. 
Expected long; enriched with other climes. 
Into the harbour safely steer; or saw. 
Parting with many a weeping farewell sad, 
And blessiqg uttered rude, and sacred pledge. 
The rich laden carack, bound to distant shore ; 
And hopefully talked of her coming back 
With richer fraught : or sitting at the desk. 
In calcolatipn deep and intricate. 
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Of loss and profit balaociag, relieved. 
At intervals, the irksome task, with thought 
Of future ease, retired in villa snug* 
With subtle look, amid his parchments sat 
Tlie lawyer, weaving his sophistries for court 
To meet at mid-day. 

No sign of change appeared ; to every man 
That day seemed as the past. From noontide path 
The sun looked gloriously on earth, and all 
Her scenes of giddy folly smiled secure. 
When suddenly, alas, fair earth ! the sun 
Was wrapt in darkness, and his beams returned 
Up to the throne of God ; and over all 
The earth came night, moonless and starless night. 
Nature stood still : the seas and rivers stood, 
And all the winds ; and every living thing. 
Tbe cataract, that, like a giant wroth, 
Rushed down impetuously, as seized, at once. 
By sudden frost with all bis hoary locks, 
Stood still : and beasts of every kind stood still. 
A deep and dreadful silence reigned alone ! 
Hope died in every breast; and on all men 
Came fear and trembling: none to his neighbour spoke ; 
Husband thought not of wife; nor of her child 
The mother; nor friend of friend; nor foe of foe. 
In horrible suspense all mortals stood ; 
And as they stood and listened, chariots were heard 
Rolling in heaven: revealed in flaming Are, 
The angel of God appeared in stature vas^ 
Bhizing; and, lifting up his hand on high 
By Him that lives for ever, swore, that Time 
Should be no more. — ^Throughout creation heard 
And sighed: all rivers, lakes, and seas, and woods; 
Desponding waste, and cultivated vale ; 
Wild cave, and ancietit hill, and every rock 
Sighed : earth, arrested in her wonted path, 
As ox struck by the lifted axe, when naught 
Was feared, in all her entrails deeply groaned. 
An universal crash was heard, as if 
The ribs of nature broke, and all her dark 
Foundations failed : and deadly paleness sat 
On every face of man, and every heart 
Grew chill, and every knee his fellow smote. 
None spoke, none stirred, none wept; for horror held 
All motionless, and fettered every tongue. 
Again o'er aH the nations silence fell : 
And, in the heavens, robed in excessive light, 
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Tbat drove tbe thick of darknefBs for aside, 
And walked with peaetration keen tbroogh all 
The abodes of men, another angel stood^ 
And blew the tramp of Goo. 

21. SAINT MATTHEW, 

St. Matthew the Evangelist was slain at Nadaboer, 
about the year 60. He wrote his Gospel in Hebrew. 
His festival was not instituted till the year 1090. 

26. — OLD HOLY-ROOD. — See HOLY CROSS, D* 224 ; 

and T,T, for 1826, p. 233. 

26. SAINT CYPRIAN. 

St. Cyprian was made Bishop of Carthage in the 
year 248. After many persecutions, he was beheaded 
in 26S. His works were translated by Dr. Marshall, 
and published in one folio volume. 

29. — SAINT MICHAEL. 

St. Michael, the Archangel. His festival was first^ 
observed in the year 487. — Some curious particulars' 
relative to this day may be seen in our last volume, 
p. 302. 

30. — SAINT JEROME. 

St. Jerome was the most eminent biblical scholar 
of the fourth century. He was born at Stridon about 
tbe vear 331, and died at or near Bethlehem, A.D. 420, 
in the 90th year of his age. — For accounts of his vo* 
luminous writings, consult Hody, Cave, Calmet', 
Marsh, and Townley* 



STATE OF RELIGION IN NORTH WALES> A.D. 157&. 

The following curious paper is given by Mr. Ellis, 
from the Lansdowne MSS., in bis Original Letters, 
Second Series, vol. iii, p. 49. — ' The people are na- 
turally devout, having in heart doubtless engraved 
as great fear, regard, and reverence of a supernall 
power as any people in the world elsewhere have, 
but more than the name of God they know nothing 
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at all; and therefore as utterly ignorant of him or 
their salvation^ do still, in heaps, go on pilgrimage to 
the wonted wells and places of superstition ; and in 
the nights, after the feasts when the old offring^ 
were used to be kept at any idol's chapel, albeit the 
clrarch be pulled down, yet do they come to the 
place where the church or chapel was, by great jour- 
neys barefoot, yery superstitiously, &c. The meane 
for the meeting and knowledge of the time when the 
pilgrims shall come is chiefly wrought by their pen- 
cars or head-minstrells, who at the direction of some 
old gentle woman do ordinarily give the summons of 
the time certain for such meetings. 

' Upon the Sundays and holidays, the multitude of 
all sorts of men, women, and children of every parish 
do use to meet in sundry places, either on some hill 
or on the side of some mountain where their harpers 
and crowthers sing them songs of the doings of their 
ancestors; namely of their wars against the kings of 
this realme, and the English nation ; and then do they 
rip up their pedigrees at length, how each of them is 
descended from their old princes. Here also do they 
spend their time in hearing some part of the lives of 
Thalaassyn, Marlin, Beno, Rybbye, Jermin, and such 
other the intended prophets and saints of that coiin* 
try* The common sort of gentry of that country do 
ordinarily, in every place and each company, ad- 
vance the ability of the dominion of Wales, prefer* 
ring the same to be more than the valor [value] of the 
kingdom of Scotland, and the abilities of the people of 
that province or part of this realm to be more able to 
jnaintain a regal estate than be the Scots. And here 
is to be noted, when they lie idlely on the mountain's 
sides, how then they talk of the fastness and natural 
strength of every way, place, and hill of their 
country. 

* Truely at this day, yf you look thoroughly to the 
whole number of gentry and others of all sorts in North 
Wales, ye shall scarcely find any (the bishops and 
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some few others excepted) yet in any sort well in* 
structed in the faith of Christ: for of the tvhole mul- 
titude^ such which be under thirty years of age seem 
to have no show of any religion; the others, well near 
generally all, dare to profess and to maintain the ab- 
surdest p'oints of Popish heresy ; according to which 
knowledge (most lamentable to be spoken) the greatest 
number of them do frame their lives in looseness, li« 
centioiisness, conteiition, and other such like. If the 
enemies of God and true religion shall ever endea- 
vor the disquiet of the setled state, they are in policy 
to practice the same where ignorance most aboundeth, 
and where the Gospel hath been least preached, 
which surely is in Wales/ 

*2d. 1827.^ — ARCTIC EXPEDITION. 

)3y one of those curious coincidences which, iii 
aiSairs of greater importance, might be construed 
into miracle. Captain Parry from his Arctic, and 
Captain Franklin from his North American expedi- 
tion, arrived at the Admiralty on this day, within 
half an hour of each other' ! 

Of the failure of Captain Parry's attempt, seve]:al 
brief and incorrect accounts having appeared in the 
newspapers, our readers will be pleased to see .an 
authentic narrative of the sum of intelligence which 
has transpired relative to this bold and hazardous but 
unsuccessful expedition. The narrative is extracted 

' Another siili more singular coioeidence marks the return of Cap** 
tain Parry. In the facetious poem entitled * May Fair,' published by 
Mr. Alnsworth five or six months since, in spealcing of that gallant 
6fllcer*s undertaicing, and predicting its probable want of success, the 
loliowing prophetic couplet appears :-^ 

Quarter-day youUl have him back. 
With his volume ii| his pack ; 

And loi 00 quarter-day, the 20th of September, did Captain Parry 
make his appearance at the Admiralty ! ! Such a passage would make 
the fortune of Francis Moore : no wonder * May Fair' has reached a 
leeond edition I 

V 
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from the pages of the Literary Gazette, Nos. 559^ 560, 
and^ though long, is too interesting to be abridged or 
omitted. 

liie Hecia having arrived at Hamerfest, took in the 
rein-deer meant for dragging the boats, snow-shoes, 
and other articles requisite for the journey over the 
ice. Having reached the coast of Spitzbergen, ia 
heavy gale drove the ship among packed ice, where 
she was entangled for several weeks, to the 6th of 
June. Here the first effort to proceed in the manner 
projected was tried in two boats commanded by 
Captain Parry and Lieut. Ross ; but the ice broke 
up, and it was speedily relinquished. The Hecla 
then wrought to the north as far as Seven Islands, 
where, finding no harbour, she put back. All along 
the shore the ice was close packed, the harbours 
frozen up, and the season more than usually incle- 
ment. By the 19th of June, however, having cut 
through a formidable barrier, to the Wratskel of Vaa 
Henloopen, a second attempt to get forward in the 
fee-boats was strenuously made. Unfortunately, (he 
ice was what is called rotten, and (as we originally 
feared) so irregular as to render success impossible. 
'Nothing could exceed the fatigues and difficulties of 
transport : the boats had to be loaded and unloaded 
many times in the course of a few hours ; and no 
field-ice was met with, to any extent, over which 
they might glide on their way. On the contrary, it 
was rough in iorm, hummocky, and dangerous ; and 
intersected by channels of water, which ever and anon 
rendered new arrangements necessary. By continued 
perseverance, the party at last attained the latitude 
of 82 deg. and three quarters N„ or to between four 
and five hundred miles of the Pole. Heavy rains 
prevailed, but a still more formidable and indeed in- 
surmountable obstacle was soon ascertained to exist. 
The ice over which they were travelling so labo- 
riously towards the north, was itself drifting more 
rapidly to the south than the distances which 
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tbey could accomplish. Thus; the last three days 
having been spent in this disheartening and fruitless 
toil,— half the provisions being exhausted, — some of 
the men falling sick, and being reported unfit for ex- 
eJrtion,-^the scurvy threatening them, — and no hope 
of any favourable change remaining — our brave coun^ 
trymen were compelled to abandon their impractical 
.ble design. They accordingly returned to the Hecia, 
a^don the^th of September put into Longhope, in 
the Orkneys, without having experienced any loss by 
death, and with only Mr. Craufurd, the Jce-master, 
much indisposed, on the sick list'. The whole pe«> 
riod oocupied in these exertions on the ice is stated to 
bare been sixty-one days. 

. The highest latitude to which the Hecla reached 
was 81 deg. 6 min., which is believed to be the far- 
thest north that ever a ship made her way ; so that 
all that was made in the boats was 1 deg. 38 min. 
Lord Mulgrave got to 80 deg. and some minutes (we 
do not remember exactly, but think about 20). At 
the farthest point north, no barrier of ice was seen, 
as in the case of that noble Lord and elder voyagers; 
^0 that the idea of such a barrier always existing may 
now be dismissed. The ice found by the present exr 
.pedition was of a very chaotic form. For about a 
mile, perhaps, it might be tolerably smooth ; but at 
every interval huge ridges were crushed up by the 
action of tides and currents, and presented the most 
formidable obstacles to the progress of the enterprise. 
No sooner was one of these rugged and precipitous 
masses overcome, than another appeared ; and dif- 
ficulty after difiiculty seemed lengthening as the party 
advanced. There was plenty of fresh water on the 
surface ; but towards the end of the attempt, when 
the rains fell, the ridges we have described separated. 



* This indlYldaal, bow«Ter, remtiDed with the ship ; and was in 
bad health when he left England. 
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and between them the salt sea flowed in divisions 
like so many canals. 

Owing to the condition of the ice over which they 
had to travel, it was found impossible to make any 
use of the rein-deer in dragging the boats; and ais 
there were no means of feeding dogs (as once pro- 
posed), the whole work was performed by personal 
labour. Officers and men, twenty-eight in number, 
were alike harnessed to the tackle, and wrought in 
common at the exhausting toil. Their time for start- 
ing in the morning (their morning being the begin- 
ning of the night) was chosen when the light was 
least injurious to the eyes ; for though the sun shone 
upon them during the whole period, and there was 
no darkness, yet, when that luminary was lowest in 
the horizon, the reflection from the bright white sur- 
face of snow was more endurable. On setting out, a 
pint of cocoa, with some biscuit powder to mix with 
it, was served to every individual for breakfast^ 
which being finished, the whole number yoked to the 
boats. About seven hours of constant exertion 
brought them to the hour of their spare dinner meal ; 
which consisted of a piece of pemecan^^ about the 
size of an orange, and a few ounces of biscuit pow- 
der. These ingredients, scraped into cold water^ 
made a soup, and but a poor sustenance for men 
whose strength was so severely tasked: in fact^ 
they could not bear up under the fatigue. During 
their whole march they were soaking wet to the 
knees, and benumbed by a temperature always at or 



* It is meat prepared in the same way that the Indians prepare 
Iheir provision of buffalo or deer. The flesh (beef in this cas«) is cat 
into stripes, aud dried, according to the particular process, by the 
smolLe of wood' (the root of the ash, we believe). It is then beaten 
into a powder, and an equal proportion of fat being melted, the whole 
is mixed up together into a solid mass. It is evident that more of real 
•sustenance from animal matter cannot be combined in any less bulky 
or burthensome compound. 
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near th« freezing point. At the close of twelye (m: 
fourteen hours thus occupied, when they came tdtseek 
rest, by lyiag dowii» the change of their wet for dry 
stod^ings atid fur boots caused such a reaction, that 
the tingling and smart were insufferable^ and the 
qpipparative comfort was m«re difficult to be endured 
than the preceding cold. 

When Captain Parry found that the men could not 
supipott their toils on the allowance (of about ninb^" 
tee9 ponces per twenty*four hours^ of pemecan and 
bifscuit-pOwder), be added^ by way of luxury, a pint of 
hot water at night This was found to be very restora* 
tive, warming the system; andif alitde of the dinner 
food had been saved, it made a broth of great relish 
and valne. Spirits were not drunk; and the reason 
why even hot water was scarce, was, that it took so 
large a stock of their spirits of wine to boil it and the 
cocoa> that the quantity consumed could not safely 
be increased. * 

The consequences of the hard life we have just 
faintly pictured were soon obvious. The men be* 
came weakened, their limbs swelled, and ^sease 
began to thin the number of active workors.— '- 
There needed no other obstacle to stop their pro^ 
gress; but observation at last demonstrated that all 
their strenuous efforts were vain. The ice itself was 
drifting faster to the south than they could make their 
way over it to Uie north ; thus, during the last three 
days of tbeir struggle, instead of gaining a higher 
latitude, they were actually two miles feirther south 
tiian when they 6et out This put an end (o an ex* 
pedition where every thing which human energy and 
perrievelnnce couM do was done so fruitlesdy*; but 
the i^aturd of the ice, so different from what wasaa-^ 
ticipated^ rendered the accomplishment of the object 
utterly impracticable. 

While Ihe boats were away, the Hecla was not ez« 
empt from dangers. She had been brought into a 

u 2 
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snug huHx near the shore, in one of the fevr places 
which afforded this shelter. A-head there was about 
three miles of ice ; and a heavy gale coming on, de- 
tached this prodigious mass, and drove it with terri- 
ble violence against the ship. The cables were cut 
asunder, the anchors lost, and the poor Hecla forced 
high and dry upon the coast, by the irresistible pres- 
sure. To get her again to lihe water occupied a con- 
siderable time, which was, of course, lost to the sur* 
▼eying party. Having effected that, however, they 
proceededtoWeygatt Straits; and, considering the 
short period they had to employ, made, we are in* 
formed, many valuable observations. 

A pid^lication containing the account of these, and 
flie details of Captain Parry's adventure, will, we 
believe, very speedily appeiur; and as the facts are 
fciw, we presume it will be of a moderate size* We 
do not hear of any intercourse with natives. Seventy 
deer were shot by the hunters. 

It is vexatious to be forced to the conviction that 
any attempt to reach the North Pole is but too likely 
to end in disa{»pointment; but every fresh enterprise 
seems to lead to this conclusion. In our opinion, 
the southern hemisphere presents a far more tempting 
field for speculation; and most heartily do we wish 
that an expedition were fitted out for that quarter. 
The sea is much more open (as Captain Weddell 
observed, in his interesting voyage), and every ob- 
ject of commerce, . as well as of science, might be 
sought towards the South Pole, with prospects fat 
superior to any that are offered in the impenetrable 
North. 

Hudson, whose name is perpetuated in the bay, 
reached lat. 82 (as is laid down) in the year lOOG ; and 
a Scottish journal states, that the Neptune whaler, in 
1816, got as high as 83 deg. 20.min. ; but of the ae* 
Ctttaigr of this fact we have great doubts. 
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Further Particulars. 

About the middle of May 1837> the Hecla^ after 
^forcing her way through the barrier of tee whidk 
commonly at that season opposes the passage of 
ships to the northward^ reached an open space of 
.clear water^ several leagues wide, between the ice 
and the north end of Charles's Foreland; and sailed 
round Haklny t's Headland into the northern entrance 
of Smerenburg Harbour, which was found closed by 
one unbroken floe of ice, still firmly attached to tte 
land on erery side. To this ice the Hecla was made 
fast, with the intention of sawing the ship into har- 
bour; a violent gale, however, from the southward, 
broke away the ice at the margin, and the ship drifted, 
but was fortunately run into a smooth place which 
presented itself in the pack or main ice. 

Shortly after this, the wind shifted to the north* 
westward, and the ice closed upim the land, pret 
-venting the escape of the Hecla, and drifting her 
considerably to the eastward, near Bed Beach. Here 
the ship remained beset with ice for several days, at 
the distance of about five miles from the land, with«> 
out any clear water in sight 

. About the first week in June, a southerly gale 
drove the ice off the land, and the Hecla got into 
open water off Waygatz Strait, after being twenty* 
four days hemmed in. Anxious search was now made 
for a harbour; but the whole coast was perfectly 
inaccessible, on account of the ice being firmly at* 
tached to the shores in every part. 

Captain Parry therefore sailed towards the Seven 
Islands, hoping to find them more clear from ice^ 
and to discover among them some shelter Uxt the 
ship ; but on arriving at Walden Island> the diores 
were there also found entirely blocked up by the same 
obstacle. Captain Parry now proceeded to the north* 
ward, among loose and very broken ice, to lat. 81 deg« 
5 min. 32 sec., being in l<mg. 19 deg. 34 min. east, and 
might haye advanced some miles farther to the nortli* 
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ward in the Hecla, but his object was^ if possible^ to 
find a safe harbour for her^ and be again stood to 
the souU^ward : no alteration in character^ however^ 
was to be percejcTed^ the shores being still locked up 
by an impenetrable barrier of land ice. A place (^* 
shelter was, at last, discovered for the Hecla, in lat. 
70deg. 55 min., long. 16 deg. 54 min. east, which 
appears to aiiswer to ^William Toleka Bay' of the 
old Dutch charts ; and here; by sawing a canal for a 
quarter of a mile through the ice, she was placed in 
a secure situation. 

Captain Parry Idt the Hecla on the evening of th^ 
2lst June, with two boats which had been constructed 
for the purpose ; Dr. Beverley accompanied him : 
iiie other boat was under the command of Lieutenant 
Ross, who w^s accompanied by Mr. Bird ; and eacfei 
boat had twelve men, with a supply of provisions for 
seveniy-one days. On leaving Table Island ther^ 
was scarcely any ice in sight; the weather was r^ 
markably fiae, and the sea as smooth as a mirror. 

After proceeding about ten miles, they came to a 
body of ice^ through which, however, they sailed 
some distance to the northward, but were stopped by 
it at noon on the 24th of June, being in lat. 81 deg. 
12 min. 51 sec, from which time their journey over 
the ice commenced. . The ice across which they pro^* 
ceeded to the northward consisted entirely of small 
tfetaofa^ masses, sometimes just so far separated us 
to render it necessary to launch the boats and haul 
them up again — at other times> close enough for them 
to cross from one to the other by making bridges of 
the boats^-'occasionally joined together, so as to en« 
able ttiem to step across, though generally with great 
risk to flieir provisions, and in all cases requiring ttie 
most laborious exertions to allow them to make any 
progress. The surface of the ice also was so irre^ 
gnlar, and so covered with deep snow, that, eveu 
when fkdy did meet With a mass of somewhat longed 
extent flian usuali the boats were moved with Ai&* 
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culty, and it always required two, and often three or 
four journeys to transport their baggage ; and these 
journeys were by so indirect a route, that they had 
often to walk two miles to make good one mile of 
northward way. Such, indeed, were the difficulties 
of , this travelling, that, notwithstanding the most 
strenuous exertions of the officers and men for eleven 
hours daily, their progress to the northward did not, 
at first, exceed two or three miles a- day. Captain Par- 
ry, however, persevered, in the hope of soon reaching 
the main or field ice, which has always been spoken 
of as occurring to the north of Spitzbergen, and which 
Phipps (Lord Mulgrave) upon the same meridian, 
and even in a latitude thirty miles to the southward, 
described as ' flat and unbroken.' 

As Captain Parry proceeded to the northward, he 
occasionally met with a small floe, and likewise with 
a few narrow holes of open water ; but the greater 
part of his journey was over loose and rugged masses, 
only a few yards in extent, requiring the boats to be 
constantly launched and hauled up, which consumed 
considerable time, and proved very exhausting to the 
men. The quantity of fresh water on the ice was so 
great, that they were almost always wading through 
it, and their feet were consequently wet with snow- 
water for twelve hours out of every four and twenty, 
by which exposure the men suffered much from chil- 
blains, &c. In addition, they experienced a great 
deal of rain, more having fallen in the course of two 
or three days only, than during the whole of eight 
previous summers which Captain Parry had passed 
in the polar regions, — by which their clothes, boats, 
and provision bags, were constantly kept in a wet 
state. 

They soon found, that, notwithstanding the preva- 
lence, at first, of southerly winds, the ice had so de- 
cided a tendency to drift to the southward, that they 
sometimes lost nearly as much while they were rest- 
ing as they had gained by the preceding day's labour. 
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Ib conseqa^nce of these united pbstnictioDs, tfiey 
had, on the lOUi of July, only reached the latitude 
of 82 deg., b^ing then in the meridian of 23i d^. 
east of Greenwich. Even such discouraging cir* 
cumstances as these did not damp the zeal of Cap- 
tain Parry and his party, and they still used every 
exertion to push to the northward, in the confident 
hope of at length meeting with the field, ice^ and of 
then making progress in some degree proportioned 
to their exertions ; for although it became but too 
evident that the attainment of his whole object was 
no longer within the scope of his resources. Captain 
Parry had determined to reach the highest latitude 
which his means would allow, and, if possible, to 
extend his journey beyond the eighty-t^ird degree* 
As they proceeded> scarcely any improvement was 
found in the nature of the ice : indeed, some of the 
lightest and most broken which was met with during 
their progress, occurred in lat. 82 deg. 40 min. In 
this parcel, as far as the eye could reach, nothing at 
one time could be seen but detatched pieces of bay 
ice, so thin and decayed as to render it extremely 
dangerous to trust the provisions upon them* la 
passing from piece to piece of this ice, only one maq 
could be allowed to venture near the edge at a time, 
for fear of breaking it ; and although every care was 
taken, ther^ was a constant but unavoidable risk of 
losing their provisions, it being often necessary to 
leave, for a time, their whole means of existence on 
a surface of ice quite full of holes^ and so thin and 
decayed, that Uie smallest motion among the surr 
rounding masses would, in an instant, have broken 
it up, and sent the provisions to the bottom. On 
one occasion, the ice over which the boats and 
sledges were travelling, gave way under them, by 
which accident they narrowly escaped the loss of all 
their meat, and also some lives ;— one of the men 
was saved only by bis drag*belt being attached to 
the sledge. 
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On the 22d of July^ the northerly mnS, from 'whicb 
they had been hitherto remarkably free; prevailed 
far several days together^ giving the ice so increased 
a drift to the southward^ that they could make littlb 
or no advance, even under circamstances, in other 
FespectB, fhvourable (or travelling. In more thim 
one instance Captain Parry found, by observation, 
that, after ten hours' labour in travelling north- 
ward, he had scarcely gained, or rather had not re-» 
tttined, a mile, and had sometimes even lost ground. 
From the 2l6t to the 26th of July, they had only 
gained one mile of northing, though they had, at 
least, travelled twenty-three miles in that direction; 
so that a southerly set, exceeding four miles a-day, 
bad prevailed during tiiat intervaJ. 

Under such circumstances, it was evidendy in vain 
to struggle any longer to so little purpose; and there*' 
fore, on the 26th of July, having travelled norttiward 
ftirty-five days. Captain Parry came to the conclu- 
sion, that it would be only incurring useless fatigue 
to the party under his command to persevere any 
longer in the attempt, which, on such ice as they had 
met, was altogether hopeless. 

The highest latitude reached by Captain Parry was 
82deg. 45 min. 15 sec. upon the meridian of 20 deg^ 
east of Greenwich ; to attain which, he and his {mrty 
had traversed 292 miles ; but taking into account the 
niimbd* of times they had to return forflie botfts and 
Imggage in the course of every journey over the ice, 
ii» consequence of its broken and ragged surface, the 
cdmputation of their actual travelling up to this 
point i& 580 geographical, or 668 statute miles. If 
the ice had been of the nature anticipated, they could 
• easily have accomplished die average of fifteen miles 
a^day^. 

In returning, the party experienced precisely the 
same kind of travelling as in proceeding northwards; 
but they now not merely retained whatever distance 
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tfiey travelled, but daily made screral miles more, 
especidly with a northerly wind. 

They reached Little Table Island on the 12th of 
August, having been actually upon the ice for forty*^ 
eight days ; and gained the Hecla on the 21st, after 
an absence of sixty- one days. Captain Parry's en*- 
tire party, although they had undergone such con- 
stant exposure to wet, cold, and fatigue, returned to 
the ship in excellent health, there being only three 
individndls ailing, one from accident, and two from 
swelled legs ; but even these were convalescent in % 
short time. 

We now come to speak of the results of this voy- 
ftge* — A continued series of magnetic and meteoro** 
logical observations was obtained : — The mdigneUe 
dip was found gradually to increase in going north- 
wards, from about 81 deg. at the Hecla's station, to 
82 deg. 22 min. in the latitude of 82i deg. :— The 
westerly variation decreased in going nor&wards 
from 19 to 15^ deg., and in going to the eastward it 
became still less ; but any change of position to the 
westward caused the variation quickly to increase^ 
which it did to 22} deg. in the longitude of 17 i deg. 
east : — ^All these phenomena would appear to favour 
the theory of two magnetic poles in the northern be^ 
misphere of the earth, as suggested by Professoi 
Hansteen. 

. In the meteorological phenomena observed in the 
eouf se of Captain Parry's progress northwards, there 
is, perhaps, nothing so remarkable as the extraoTi* 
diaary frequency of rain in so high a latitade. In 
one instance, when in lat. 82ideg., it rained har4 
for thirty-one hours, and on another occasion fof 
twenty-one. On the 23d July, a very beautiful na^ 
tural appearance was observed, consisting of six 
distinct fog-bows strongly tinged vfith the prismatic 
Dolours. 

No appearance of land was seen to the nortbwml 



at the extreme pomt of Captain Parry'9 j^mroey ; a&d 
as the birds had almost entirely forsaken the p«fty 
as they proceeded in that directiop^ and no bottom 
co^ld be found with 500 fathoms of line» it is pro* 
bable that there is no land within a very coniriderabhi 
distance. 

No drift-wQod was met with after entering the ice, 
nor any whales during the voyage, except on the 
grpund already frequented by whalers on the western 
side of Spitzbergen. 

During the absence of Captain Parry, Lieutenant 
Foster, besides completing some surveys, made an 
interesting series of experiments on the diurnal 
changes of variation and intensity in the magnetic 
needle, by which an amount was discovered in these 
phenomena not before suspected to exist at Spits- 
bergen, and which will form valuable data in this 
department of science. 

A complete coUection of specimens of natural his- 
tory has been made— sufficient to furnish the British, 
Edinburgh, and Dublin Museums. 

Having laid before our readers these further in- 
teresting particulars of this Expedition^ we will add 
a few remarks. After expressing our admiration at 
the manly perseverance displayed by the whole party 
engaged upon the ice, we cannot withhold a peculiar 
and public tribute of that feeling from its gallant 
commander, whose conduct has been described to 
INK in terms of the most unmeasured eulogy. Captain 
Parry not only shared every toil with his men, but 
animated them by his example, and encouraged them 
by cheering words, when almost sinking under ex- 
haustion. He raised their hopes, and stimulated 
their exertions, in recalling to mind what would be 
expected of them by their country ; and we are as- 
sured that the greatest hardships of their situation 
were lightened and brightened by the address and 
skilful management of their leader, whose spirits 
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tieirer flagged^ lUid whose good humour never foiled 
him. 

BesidM the two boats already mentioned which 
moved on sleds, or Aates^ adapted to their keels, 
and were heavy drags through the sinking slush, four 
very clever sledges were contrived, each made of 
four snow-shoes, fastened together by transverse 
bolts, and drawn by two men. 

«^:j^ An Account of the Land Arctic Expedition will 
be found at the end of the Remarkable Days for 
October. 

tWritten for Time's Telt scope, by J. H. Wiffen.] 
Sad Durse of many a sweet sensation, 

Of woe's mild balm and passion's smart ! 
It mocks my deepest meditation 
To say sincerely what thou art. 
Smilinc^ — I. well nng\xt indulge devotion, 

And name tbee joy, but the smile's so brief^ 
That ev'n in birth that fond emotion 
Or dies, or takes some shape of grief. 

And yet no sooner grief comes o'er me, 

No sooner peace gives way to paip, 
Than fresh, tair "visions rise before me. 

And gladness wave's tby wand again. 
Oft have I felt upon thoHghf s lone dial 

Tby shadows steal, thy san^beams darf. 
And yet 'twould cost me many a trial 

To »ay sincerejy what tbou art 

Btft yet awhile o'er Ricbmofid linger* 

And take the form we dream of mojjt, 
And o'er the barp let some fair finger 

Call up ?weet Music^s shadowy ghost,— 
Now sad regtet, now delight diffusing ; 

Now tendereese, balfishirm, Mf finartr-" 
And,— yes, O y^s, fond power of mnsing. 

Of this thou'rt made, *tis this thou art I 
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^fiitronomtcal (BtrnmnttQ 

... Jm September teas. 

S.O.LA.H PhJBNOMBNA. 

The Sun' enters Libra at 20 m. past 2 in the morn- 
ing of the 23d of this month ; during v^hich period he 
rises and sets as in the following 

... TABLE 

Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Bay. 

September Ist^ San rises \^ m. after 5. Sets 47 m. past 6 

6th 28 .. " 

11th 88 .. 

16th 42 .. 

21st 69 .. 

26th 2 ... 

Equation of Time. 

Apparent time may readily be converted into mean 
iime by using the numbers as directed in the follow- 
ing 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Monday, Sept. 1st, from the time by the dial suh, 15 

Saturday* .. 6th 1 61 

Thursday .. lltir 8 38 

Tuesday ..16th 5 18 

Sunday .... 21st ;. 7 8 

Friday .... SOth 8 46 

Lunar Phenomena, 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter 1 si day, at 88 m. after 4 in the moruing 

NewMoon..9th 8S 8 

Firtt Quarter 16th 26 11 at night 

Full Mood.. 23d 12 2 in the afternoon 

Last Quarter 80th 7 9 at night. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The followiiig passages of the Moon over the first 
jn^ridian will i^ord opportuinties of observatioD this 



244 AflTROMOBIICAI. OCGURRBKCES 



moii(ii» should the atmimph&te be clear at the respec- 
tive times : viz. 

Sd • . 41 •••••• o •••••••••••• 

8d .. SO ., 1 


4th .. 18 . 


8 


ftth . . 6 . 


9 


6th .. 50 . 


9 


15th.. 40. 
16th .. 44 . 


..... 4 in the afternoon 


17th .. 41 . 


6 


18th . . 39 . 
19th .. 87 . 


7 in the evening 

8 .• 


20th . . 34 • 


9 


21fit •• SO . 


10 


22d .. 25 . 


. •.••!& •••••••••••• 



Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 

The following axe the redpective titnes of full tide 
at London Bridge on certain days, during this month : 
those for the intermediate days may be found by 
proportion. The periods of high water at^.various 
other places may also be found by adding or sub- 
tracting the numbers given in the Occurrences for 
January. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 

Morning. 4f^^^oon» 

September Ist, at 6in. after 7 35 m. after 7 

6th.. 9 

11th .. 16 3 ........si 8 

' 16th .. 80 '6 v.*. 7 

Slat .. ..V..... l6 ' 

26lh . . 58 . . .... . . 8 U 4 

Phenomena Planetarum. 

Phases of Venus. 

The following is the proportion of the phases of 
this.planet. at the commencement of this mon^b. By 
referring to page 51 of T.T. for 1819^ and com- 
paring the number there given with the breadth of the 
enlightened part at this time, it will be seen that 
Venus will attain her greatest brightness early in this 
month; a single glance at ttie heavens my dear 
night will, therefore^ be sufficient to asceelain.tar 



poiriiion amon^^ and ber superiority over, the -stif^ 
rounding luminaries. 

a^r^t 1 o* i inunrinated part = S&t2M 
Sept. Ist^p^^^ part......= 8-92716 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 
None of these eclipses are visible this month, 
though there will be twenty-five of the first and 
second satellites. 

Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets and Stars. 

Sept. 5th, with Venus • . at 3 in the afternoon 

13th • . • . Japiter. . 6 

19th .... /3 in Capricorn 8 

Other Phenomena. 

Mercury will be in his superior conjunction at a 
quarter past 3 in the afternoon of the 6th of this 
montii. 



: As the autumn draws on, the Aurora Borealis often 
illumines the still evenings, and forms a magnificent 
spectacle in the northern regions of Europe. Th« 
following is a description of one of these evenings, 
extracted from ' A Winter in Lapland^* 

'As soon as evening set in, a thousand dancing lights 
would now play mysteriously through Uie sky, as if 
intended by Providence to cheer the hours of dark* 
ness by their mild and beautiful coruscations. Some* 
times tiie Aurora would form a splendid arch across 
the heavens, of pale lambent flame, running with in^ 
conceivable velocity, and resembling the spiral raor 
tions of a serpent, which the eye could clearly di&- 
tingimh. Then it would suddenly disappear^ and 
tlie veil of night be once more diffused around; when, 
as quick as the flaA of a star, the immunse eUi^reat 
space would be overspread with fire, assuming quite 
-a diffnent form, and covering the heavens withsbee^ 
oi thin solvery light, waflted quickly along, like thin 
stmta of elond tefore the wind. Sometimes narrow 
crtroaks of flame would i^ioot with inooneatvable' 
velocity^ travwBng in a fern seconds ik<d iiiinense 
X 2 
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OfO^ave of the heavmus, and diaappeariogbe n aa tii 
the soath-eastera horizon. Oocasionally a btqad 
mass of light would suddenly he seen in the senitb, 
which would descend towards the earth in the form 
of a beautiful continuous radiated cii^le, and in 
an instant vanish* 

'The northern. lights are more frequent wh^itbe 
weather is calm ; yet I have never seen th^n more 
vivid than on one occasion, when there was a brisk 
wind from the south-east, which, ^though it directly 
met tliie aurora, . that was running with great swift- 
ness from the opposite quarter, did not appear in 
any way to affect its motions, these continuing in a 
narrow steady stream of light. The altitude of the 
aurora on this particular occasion seemed trifling in 
appearance, certainly not exceeding a quarter of a 
mile ; the light it afforded, at the same time; being 
yery considerable, and clearly illuminating surround- 
ing objects. 1 invariably observed that the aurora 
proceeded, in the firet instance, from the north-west, 
and it {generally disappeared in the south-east. Dur- 
ing the opportunities 1 had of observing it while at 
Hammerfest, it constantly rose from the northern ex*» 
tremity of the iidand of Soroe, to which part of the 
horizon I was accustomed to direct my attention 
when I watched its appearance. This was generally 
Attt of faint irregular gleams of light rising aloft be- 
- kmd the mountains, and at first frequently exhibiting' 
an exaot resemblance of l^e reflection of a distant 
fire. They generally mounted up toward the zenith,- 
rarely keeping low in the horizon, and afterwards 
assuming an inconceivable variety of forms and di- 
versity of motion, of which it is too difficult for an 
nianimatediJltoription to convey an idea.' 

The Aurora Borealis is aphenomenon seldom seen in 
tiiis part of Great Britain, though frequently makings 
its appearance in the northern districts of the island.' 
The vicinity of London, however, was ia^y vtstoft 
by a- riemarkably brilfiant display of this, kind, tof 
which the following deseriptionis from the^ Uterarjf 
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<XM0<le for Soplraiber 29t6» aad is given by two gen^ 
tkimeDivho. witnessed it; viz. Jfr. ildams, of Edmcm- 
ien^ and Mr. J. T. B., of Deptford. — Mr. Adams says; 
* An Aurora Borealis, as remarkable, perhaps, as any 
that baa been seen in this country, was observed on 
Ttctfsday night last, the 25th instant. It first appeared 
about, 0sght in the evraing, with a dense clond, ils a 
strong ^bite light, moch resembling the approach of 
siin*rvie, in a dirtetion neaiiy due N. ; the light became 
Btiil more intense by ten, and so continued till a riiort 
time after eleven, when a . considerable number of 
dark ciouds collected towards the N. and N.W., 
and several streaks of a pale white light were seen 
proceeding from the clouds, and reaching neiriy to 
tiie zenith. But the most singular part of the pbe- 
tiom^ion was exhibited in a N.N.E. direction, wheM; 
at about 30"" above the horizon, was a small deofse 
cloud, above which was a broad streak, curved, and 
ftboutlO^ in length, varying in colour fromade^ 
oopper hue to a red ; from tiiis the coruscations were 
nusessant, and remarkably bright, darting frequdnHy 
to the zenith, where they were crossed by others 
eaually bright and numerous, proceediiig from the 
W. towards the E. These appearances contimied 
till after midnight.' 

Mr. B., in . describing the same appearance^ ob« 
serves, 'Tuesday evening, 11 hrs. 15' this myi^eri- 
ous phenomenon was witnessed with unasual splen- 
dour from ttie west and north to the north-east, con- 
verging towards the zenith, and coruscating with 
great velocity. In the north, the light was principally 
of a phosphorescent violet tinge, but so laminous 
that a common-sized print wa^ read with ease : throng^ 
this part of the heavens Ursa Major was shining with 
feeble brightness. The western part of the hemi- 
sphere near Aquila was glowing intensely with streams 
oCred, which gradually subsided, and appeared trans- 
fcjnd to the north-east, ^ere it continued one broad 
Md banner fmr iwme considerable time. Through 
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this Wtts seen Satais^ Gm»iiiiy aiidC«{i«Ua. 0& diiMl^ 
ing the attention to the zenith^ streams of yellowiA 
fight ascending from the horizon were Incessamiy iH 
motion. 11 hrs. 45', the Aurora Borealiswas c^Mliated^ 
though less terrific in its appearance, and aseended 
principally from the east and west, meeting from 10<* 
Io20'' sooth of the zenith, in Andromekd^: distaat 
objjeots were yery distinctly vimble by its light. At 
midnight the coruscations were undimiaished, vitith 
Ibwer of the red rays. Seme of the flashes remained 
permanent for some time, and yery much resembfod 
the tail of a comet. Three meteoric stars vmte seen 
in the north-east and east. Soon after mdniglit this 
intereiNnig phenomenon had oom^erably abated. 
^ The two red beams of light Been in the easterly and 
westerly direction were diametrically opposite, and 
9flP distant from the bright violet light (by fortho 
most Iinninoas, tfaoagh comparativriy quiescent)^ 
vriiicb was to the west of the north, and therefore 
conld not be far from the magnetic meridian, which 
would be cmssed at right anglesby a line jcmiag thci 
places of the red beams : the southem^edges of thes^ 
were accurately defined, not blending with theadja-» 
cent azure, but most distinct from it, and perpendi- 
cular to the horizon. Oyer the whole of the horizon^ 
bi^ow the streaming lights, were dark heavy clouds, 
froull three to five degrees in height. 

-For SEPTEMBER 1828, 

*Tis now the mellow season of the year. 
When the hot sun singes the yellow leaves 

Till they be g^old— and, with a broAder sphere, 
The lyiooQ looks down on Ceres and her sheaves ; 
When more abundantly the spider weaves. 

And the cold wind breathes from a chilling clime. 

T. 0009. . 

SCMMBR has now retired from our northern re- 
gions, and the gay and beantifiil flowers disappeai^ 
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for a season. Rural scenery^ howeyer^ is much en- 
livened by the variety of colours assumed* towards 
tile end of the month, by the fading leaves of trees 
and sbrabs. Forests now claim the attention of the 
admirer of Nature's beauties, and will amply repay 
VLB for many a walk amid their picturesque windings 
and superb avenues. 

Look bow Hm wood-w»lk8 hither tend. 

As to a centre; s(»nein vistiis green, 
. Pillared and overarched, as the long aisles 

Of an old proud cathedral ; others wandering 

In lovelier mazes through a various scene 

Hirily oreopse-vood: scarce the eye can trace 
. Then coy meanders, but all meeting here ' 

Beneath this monarch pak, through whose thick houghs 

The sun comes flickering. How the indented leaves 

Of brightest green cut clearly the blue sky 
. And the small clouds ! And how this tiny spring 

Bobbies and sparkljes round the moss-grown roots, ' * 

• ^ Winding its silver thread along the short » 

" * Elastic turf, so thickly set with flowers, . , . . 

And mixed with fragrant herbs, till it is lost 

Amongst the bowery thickets I Not a spot 

•In aH the forest can compare witii this. 

Nature's own temple I miss Miivoiin. - 

Forests and groves (like Rome) are not made in a 
day ; — ^let the great land-owner pause before ho con- 
signs to the axe the growth of centuries : many a 
stately, avenue, and many a noble forest has been 
jsacrificed to supply the profusion of a spendthrift 
hefr ! . . 

' I can remember, when for miles around, ' 
In place of these smooth meadows and corn-fields, * 

There stood ten thousand tall and stately trees. 
Such as had braved the winds of March, the bolt 
Sent by the summer lightning, and the snow 
Heaping for weeks their boughs. Even in the depth . 
Of fa6t Jaly the gfaides were cool ; the grass, 
'YeHow imd parched elsewhere, grew long and fresh, 
Shi^dipg wild strawberries and violets, * 

" Ot the lark's nest ; . and overhead, the dove j 

" ' Had her lone dweHing, paying for her home 
.' - With mdansholy songs; and sctt-ce a beech ' 
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Was there withput a boii^y suckle linked .. •. 

Around, witii its red tendrils and pink flowers; 

Or ^rdlcd by al)rier rose, who^e buds 

Yield fragrant Itarvest for the honcy-b^e. 

There dwelt the last red deer, those antjeired kings-^ 

But this is as a dream^— -the plough has. passed 

Where the stag bounded, and the day has looked 

On the green twilight of the forest-trees. 

There are some singnlar facts related, relative to 
the antiquity of tree% in Major Rooke's ^Sketch of 
the Forest of Sherwood.* Upon some timber cut 
down in Berkland and Billiaugh, letters have been 
found cut or stamped in the body of the trees, de- 
noting the king's reign in which they were marked. 
The bark appears to have been cut off, and then the 
letters to have been cut in; after which, the next 
yearns wood grew over it without adhering where the 
bark had been cut. The ciphers, in this case, were 
found to be of James the First, William and Mary, 
and (one) of King Johh. One of the ciphers of 
James was about one foot within the tree/ and one 
foot from the centre ; it was cut down in 1786. The 
tree must have been two feet in diameter, or two 
yards in circumference, when the mark was cut. A 
tree of this size is generally estimated at 120 years' 
growth; which number being subtracted from the 
middle year of James's reign, would make the year 
1493, about the date of planting of the tree. The 
tree with the cipher of William and Mary display- 
ed that mark about nine inches within the tree, and 
three feet three inches from the centre; this tree 
was cut down in 1786. The cipher of John was 
eighteen inehes within the tree (which was cut down 
in 1791), and rather more than a foot from the centre. 
The middle year of John's reign was 1207, from which 
subtracting 120, the number of years requisite for a 
tree's growth to arrive at the diameter of two feet, 
the date of its plsoiting would appear to have been 
1086, or about twenty years after tne conquest. But 
then this tree, when cut down in 1791| nmsi hsve 
been 706 yoars old, a fact sc^roely oredible; for it 



mn stipT^uia^E;^ 1826. • ^s j 



appears, from trees whose marks are better authen- 
ticated, that those exactly of the same siz^, when 
marked, had increased twelve inches in diameter in 
173 years, whilst this tree bad increased no mpre than 
eighteen inches in 584 years. Major Rooke says, that 
several trees with this mark have been cut down ; so 
that deception or mistake is scarcely possible. 

The La$t TBMEiif tke Forest. 
Whisp^, thou tree, tbou ktnely-tree, 

One, where a thousand stood ! 
Well might proud tales be told by thee. 

Last of the solemn wood ! 
Dwells there no voice amidst thy boughs 

With leaves yet darkly green ? 
Stillness is round, and noontide glows — 

Tell us what thou hast seen ! 

'I have seen the forest*-sbadows lie 

Where now. men rfeap the corn ; 

I have seen the kingly chase rush by 

Through the deep glades at morn. 
' With the glance of many a gallant spear, 

And the wave 6f many a plume, 
And the bounding of a hundred deer. 

It hath lit the woodland's gloom. 

^ I have seen the knight and his train ride past, 

With his banner borqe on high; 
O'er all my leaves there was brightness cast 

From his gleamy panoply* 
*The pilgrim at my feet hath laid 

Jfiis palm-branch 'midst the flowers, 
•And told his beads, and meekly prayed, 
. Kneeling at vesper hours. 
: . . . * And the merry nneii of wild and glen, * '. 

In the green array they wore, 
[ I Have feasted here with the red wine's cheer, 

'. ' And the hunter-songs of yore. 

* A>id the mini^trel, resting in my shade, 
. Hath made tbe forest ring 

With the lordly tales of the high crusade, 
Once loved by chief and king. 

* But noW^ the noble forms are gone, ' ' * 

That walked the earth of old; • • 
The soft ^intt^hatfr k nipn^nful toAe, ' ! 

Tfaeismniy^fglrt lodtis^coM. 
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' Tbere is no glory left n» now 

Like the glory with tbe dead : — 
i would that where they slumber low, 

My latest leaves were shed/ 

Oh ! thou dark tree, thou lonely tree, 

That mouraest for the past ! 
A peasant's home in thy shade I see, 

Embowered from evVy blast 

A lovely and a mlrthfol sound 

Of langhter meets mine ear ; 
For the p5>or man's children sport around 

On the turf, with nought to fear. 

And roses lend that cabin's wall 

A happy summer-glow, 
And the open door stands free to all. 

For it recks not of a foe. 
And the village-bells are on the breeze 

That stirs thy leaf, daric tree ! -*- 
How can I mourn, amidst things like these, 

For the stormy past with thee ? f. ii. 



In September and October, the generality of our 
singing oirds are to be no longer distinguisbed by 
their voices. One little bird, however, yet delights 
us with tbe sweetest harmony : in the calm mornings 
of this season of the year, the woodlark carols in the 
air, chiefly in the neighboarhood of thickets and 
copses, with a soft quietness perfectly in unison with 
the sober, almost melancholy stillness of the hour. 
The sweet, simple note of the robin is again heard, 
and the skylark delights us with his melody. 

Although Flora is not lavish of her beauties in this 
month, she still presents specimens worthy of our ad- 
miration. There are in blow, in Septemoer, heart's- 
ease, nasturtia, marigolds, sweet peas, mignionette, 
golden rod, stocks, tangier pea, holly-hock, ivy, and 
michaelmas daisy. 

Within my little garden is a flowei>* 

A toft of flowers, most like a sheaf of corn. 

The lilao-blossomed daiieiy that is bom 

At Michaelmas, wrought by the gentle power 



roa sfiFT£MBBR 1838. 353^ 

Of this sweet Autumn into one bright shower 

Of blooming beauty ; Spring bath nought more fair, 

Four sister butterflies inhabit there: 

Gay, gentle creatures! Round that odorous bower 

They weave their dance of joy the livelong day. 

Seeming to bless the sunshine ; and at night 

Fold their enamelled wings, as if to pray. 

Home-loving pretty ones! would that I might 

For richer gifts as cheerful tribute pay, 

So meet the rising dawn, so hail the parting ray. 

MISS MITFORD. 

The dahlia, unless it have been injured by exces- 
sive rains, exhibits an abundance of beautiful iBowers 
in this and the succeeding month. If, however, they 
are trained against walls, the flowers will be superior 
both in number and magnitude, and there will be a 
certainty of the seeds ripening. The marvel of Peru 
is another showy plant at this season, and flowers 
most vigorously when taken up annually aud re- 
planted, like the dahlia. 

China asters and African marigolds are now lead* 
ing ornaments, with some Chelones and Phloxes. 
In the shrubbery, this is the season of althea frutex, 
some late azalias, and china roses f but the grand 
ornaments are the fruits of the moantain-ash, and 
others of the sorbus family, of different varieties of 
crab, and of oxyacantha. The Tartarian and Mos-* 
cow crabs are splendid ornaments at this season; the 
All Saints cherry is also now covered with fruit; those 
of the Arbutus are just beginning to colour, and the 
blossoms of the scarlet-flowering variety to expand. 
The Gaernsey lily, colchicum, amaryllis lutea, and 
the tigridia pavenia and saffron crocus, are the bulbs 
of the mont£. 

I^iNEs with the Autumnal Cnocus. 

[Written for Time's Telescope by Mary HowUt] 

Thj bower, with vine unshaded^ 

Stands desolate and lope ; 
The flowers of s{>ring have faded, 

The summer birds are flown. 

r 
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Tby home-— wboie dftiras ate strmiger 

Than time can e'er efface ; 
Thy garden — ^thine no longer-— 
Have lost each look of grace ; 
For the stranger'a foot has gone there, and left a ruined place. 

The past cam^ o er my spirit — 

Thy kindness, and thy faith; 
And mast thou grief inherit. 

And life's nndreamed-of scathe 2 
Js it thou— the gentlest, fairest. 

Like man must nerve thy heart, 
And teach him how thou darest 

Meet fortune's keenest dart ; * 

Then Ip^k on allUioa loved from youth, and patiently depart ? * 

Twas so : in vain I sought fhee 

Within my garden-hower ; 
And frAm the. fields I brought thee, 

PiUe autumn's faithful flower. 
Spring flowers, like fortune's lightness, 

With calm skies pass away ; 
But this reveals its brightness 

'Mfd aii^ice and decay; 
Like thy pure stedfast i^pirit, strong in sorrow's darkest day. 

The flowering rush, smallage^ and the great buraet- 
saxifrage^ are now in flower. The canvOlvuli, or bind- 
weeds^ adorn almost every hedge with their milk- 
white blossoms. 

'Though in these islands we have many scandent 
tad twining plants^ yet we must turn our vi^w to tro- 
pical countries before we shall be fully able to com- 
prehend their importance. Here, we seldom find 
them reaching higher than the top of a hedge; but i^ 
tropical regions they mount to the summits of the 
highest trees, and sometimes, by their weight, when 
a tree is standing alone, bring it to the earth. The 
climbing and voluble plants of Jamaica, especially 
the convolvuli, abound so much in reclaimed lands 
that have been suffered to run wild again, that it is 
necessary to cut one's way through them with a bill- 
hook. In forests, they serve to bind the trees together ; 
and this may, perhapi^, on many occasions, prevent 
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Ae latter being npsel in slorms. Bartrom descHlMis 
tile 6mpe viaes, the twining Zizyphus, the ash- 
feared trnmpei'flower, the cross-tearing trmnpet- 
flower^ and other climbing vegetables, as tymg to- 
gether the trees in tine forests of Carolina and Ge€U*gia 
with garlands and festoons, which form enchanting 
shades, 'fhis author observes of the grape-viaes, 
that ''from their bulk and strength, ene wonld ima- 
gine they are combined to pall down those mighty 
trees to tiie earth, when, in fact, amongst other gooa 
{Nuposes^ they serve to uphold thrai. They are fre- 
qnentty nine» ten, and twelve inches in diameter, and 
twin6 rQttndi the trunks of the trees, climb to their 
very lops, tmi then spread along their limbs, from tree 
tp treey throBghout the forest/' 

'In scmie of the woods and swamps of America, the 
ioMreUktwedsmilax forms a most troublesome obstacfe 
to persons passing. It mns, by means of its dm, up 
Irees iand bushes, and extends from one to anolherso 
as to bar all passage, or else obliges the traveller to 
creep thros^ the interstices left near, the ground, 
where he. runs a great chance of being bitt^i by ser^ 
pents. It often occasions the deepest shade in the 
woods. The nebees, or ligneous ropes, which Stedman 
describes as beang numerous in the foreste of Surinam, 
are very singular productions, and seem to be the 
stems of some voluble plant/ most probably a cala* 
mus. They not only twine around the trees to their 
tops, but when arrived there, hang down till they reach 
the earth, then strike root, and again climb the neigb> 
bouring trunks, and thus spread from tree to tree, to 
a great extent. Sometimes, they twine around each 
.other, forming ropes as thick as a ship's cable, wfaicli 
ihey perfectly resemble, being at least as tough, and 
not presenting any appearance of foliage. When 
tiiey ascend trees in this steto, the latter are often 
killed by their weight and compression. The smaller 
nebees are sometimes so interwoven and crossed, that 
they r^iemble fishing-nets. The larger are like ropes 
of various dimensions, and make H^ forest, accord- 
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ing to Stedman's comparison, loidc like a ^' fleet at 
anchor/" The same writer mentions, that tiiese tt^ 
bees are exceedingly tough, and may be used for 
^^ mooring large vessels to the shore." They seern^ 
indeed, to be in all respects similar to the Befucos 
^f South America, which are used for lashing tmd 
tyiag various kinds of merchandise, and for makii^ 
cables or hawsers for the balzas or small vessels of 
that country/ — Drummond's First Steps to Botmmf^ 
p. 67, Second Edition. 

A beautiful and rare variety of the common cma^ 
freywas gathered by Mr. Curtis upon San^kmn 
Marshes, in tiie Isle of Wight, in the middle of Sep^ 
iemb^ 1836 : several specimens had flowers of ^ 
rich^t purple, while those of others were eBtireif 
^een« This elegant plant is figured in plate 155 of 
'Mr. Curtis's British Entomology^ and, we would ad^ 
Botanical Register; for the exquisitely fo^fui fo- 
presentations of plants which adorn this wori^, form 
«io small part of its attractions. 
. The larva of the privet hawk-moth may now be 
found on the privet shrub, and its elegant appear^ 
«nce affords acontrast to the uninviting form of many 
jof the caterpillar tribe. See T.T. for 1824, p. 248. 
The Phal4Bna russula and the saffron butterfly ap« 
pear in this month. The sulphur butterfly also will 
frequently be seen in the bright mornings of Septem- 
ber, flitting about the gay flowers of our gardens.-^ 
'That pretty insect, Medeterus regius (ssijs Mr. Cur- 
tis), I first observed resting upon the trunks of trees 
in the romantic neighbourhood of Lynmoutb, North 
Devon, in ttie middle of September ; and the begin-* 
ning of the same month, in 1826, I met with it in 
abundance, near Black-Gang Chine, in the Isle of 
Wight. The face of the cliff, in this neighbourhood^ 
is perpendicular, and very wet, the water frequency 
descending in showers from the top : in these situa*- 
tions both sexes of this species delighted, flying, when 
disturbed, through the falling spray^ and altghtinj^ 
upon the wet surface^ from which they 4itood perfectly 
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ideftT by placing their long legs sot ebKqudjr, but at 
nght angles from tbebody.'-^Ciir^s British Bmii^ 
mohgy, p. 162, 6« 

In September suid October tibe grape-harvest, or 
vint€^er takes place in those countries where wine is 
tibe usual beverage of tbe inhabitants, or where it 
becomes an object of ext^isive oomm^ee to the 
grower and manufacturer, as infVimo^ on the banks 
of the Rhine, &c. Sue. — ^The words, imne, Eng. wein, 
Germ, vin, Fr. vitmrn, Lat and oTm* Crr« claim their 
common origin from pi, iin, Hebr. the first Jod 
being, on account of repetition, pronounced as v, 
m, or w, making vin, ouin, or unn. Wine is men- 
tioned for the 9rst time in the Bible, Oen. ix, Sli ' In 
P^alm ciY, 5, the inspired Lyric declares thai *,it 
mal^ih ffiad the. heaatt of man;' and this eulogiagi 
has never been ccmitradii^ed, as far as wine is dmnk 
ndth relative moderation; ^et, when tak^i to %xQem, 
this gladness of heart suddenly tmrns into madness of 
mind. If from Holy; Writ* we turn our eyes towards 
the works of heathen writers, it will appear donbtfid 
whether the golden age did ev» l»ow this ' heart- 
chewing" juice. They speak of stieams of milk, of necr 
tar, and ev^ of wine, but not a wordf about cultivate 
grapes; from which circumstance, and other indue* 
lions, we may. fairly ccmclude that the birth of the 
god of wine was ooetaneous with that of the god of 
war. They also tell us that the vino-tree was brought 
from Persia to the Phoenicians, who took it to Greece^ 
8icily» and Italy; and Plutat^ch states^ that from 
Stinria it was carried to the Gnuls. Ikying ashie 
the. records of fabulous i^s, the expedition of 
&icohu8 to the Ganges, the tragic deatii of the ab* 
st^mious P^ithens, and other stories more amusing 
than true, we can safidy assert, for we really believe, 
that in Qreeee wine was known befbre the Trojan 
war^ and even more than 1500 years before the 
Christian era. 

In the 9th book of the Odyssey we find, that, long 
y2 
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before Homer's time, a distinction had already been 
established between good and J>ad wine ; since, when 
ttie crafty Ulysses presents the intoxicating cup to 
Polyphemus, Hie gourmet-like Cyclop evinces di« 
rectly his discriminating sense of taste. Heiriod, in 
the second book of bis ' Works and Days/ shows 
that Uie cultivation of the vine-tree was .well known 
in his time; for be gives directions about the vintage^ 
and advises Perse in the following words :-« 

Orion now, and Sirios, adorn 

The midnight sky : now rosy-fingered mom 

Sjpies bright Arctnnis rising from the deep. 

CTull, then, bring home your ripened grapes; and keep 

Them full exposed ten long days to me sun. 

Wine was deservedly praised by all nations. Vir*' 
gil made the cultivation of the grape the subject of 
l^rt of his Geoi^cs, B. II ; and, from Anacreon to 
our contemporaries, it became the theme of the poelte 
song, and the shrub which produces it, the object of 
the cares and protection of princes and monarchy. 
^Domitian, that monster who, says a gastrographer, 
^ ought to have been immolated on the altar of 
Bacchus, ordered all the vineyards in Gallia to be 
rooted up ; but the Emperor Probus, much deserving 
4>f that name, ordered them to be re-planted/ In 
<1175, the Duke of Aquitaine (afterwards Richard I) 
prohibited, in Guienne, the stealing of a single boncii 
of grapes in a vineyard, under tbe penalty of five 
solidi, or the loss of one ear, if the * fellow had any 
left/ Before, and even since, the introduction oif 
* Gascoygne' wine into this island, vineyards were 
well cultivated, and thriving in several parts of the 
kingdom ; for we find that a certain quantity of wine 
is ordered to be paid instead of rent to the chief lord 
of a vineyard— Finagmm, i. e. TrUmium it vmo*, 
Bnt, in course of time, Bacchus courteously gave 
room for the pursuits of Ceres, and the golden bar* 
vest of com superseded the purple produce of the 
vintage. 
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(Enotechny; or, the art of making wine.-^lt iB 
an erroneous idea to suppose that white wine is ex-^ 
clusively the produce of white grapes. FermentatioQ 
alone determines the colour. The juice contained 
in both the white and red grape is nearly as colour* 
less ais water; except in one peculiar species^ whidi 
is called the dyer, * raisin teintorier/ the liquor of 
which is of a purple hue, as deep as that of the mul* 
berry. It is used as an auxiliary to deepen the tint 
of red wine. If the juice of the grapes, which, have 
been gently pressed by the feet of men in the tub at 
the vineyard, is drawn off in casks, and allowed to 
ferment without the skin, the seeds, and the stalks, 
which contain the colouring elements, the wine will 
certainly be white. On the contrary, if the liquor is 
left to ferment with them, the wine must be re J. If 
the fermentation of the white liquid is stopped in 
proper time, the wine becomes brisk and sparkling, 
on account of the quantity of fixed air which is con- 
fined within it; if this air, a sort of gas, is permitted 
to evaporate, the wine becomes still and quiet: in 
this, with a few practical exceptions, consists the 
whole mystery. Wines require more or less time to 
lipen in the casks, in order to let the lees settle at the 
bottom ; and the art principally lies in the knowledge 
of the proper time to bottle the wine. A thick crust 
does not always show that the wine is good, but often 
that it has been bottled too soon. White wines pro- 
duce no crust; a proof that the grossest parts are 
lodged in the skin, seeds, and stalks of the grapes. 
The practice of clarifying wine, before it is botUed off, 
by means of whites of eggd, was known to the ancients. 
But Horace, though a practical gourmet^ was not 
well acquainted with the theory of the art, forbemi»» 
tdke9^ (Sat. II, 4) the yottfor the white, as used for 
this purpose. 

Nomenclature.'^&wenl authors of tried knowledge 
liaYe> in other countries as well as in this, written 
scientific and interesting dissertations upon the wines 
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ef tte ancicaits^ to which we refer the nmder, eon* 
fiabif ourselves to the names of some of those which 
«re plirticnlarly esteemed in our days. ^ 

A^ to the product of the grapes, it caimot be denied 
diat France has long borne the palm inthe contest; 
and the wines of that fraitf al kingdom may be classed 
imder three principal heads — Burgimdy, Champagne, 
and Langoedoc, or Meridional wines, which may be 
also suMivided into three species, moussmix, tran* 
quiUe, and sucri; brisk, still, and sweet. 

CSftAVPAG^B. BOllRGOGMB. GaSCOOJVV, ftc. 



Bergerac. 

Bordeaux. 

ChateaU'Margot. 

Claret\ 

Condrieux, 

Orave*. 

Hermitage. 

Lofitle* 

Pontac. 

St. Peray. 

Sauteme. 



A'i. Avalons. 

Arbtris. Beaune. 

Epernay. Chablis. 

Haut'Viltters. Chambertin. 

Langres. Clos- Vougeot. 

Montague de Coulanges, 

Rheims*. La Romanee. 

Ricey. Mdcon. 

Sillery. Migrenne. 

Tonnerre. Nuits*'. 

Versenay. Pomard. 

So great was the repute of some of these wines, 
that, in 1652, a public 77^^ was held at the Faculty 
of Medicine, to decide the mighty question, which of 
the two was the best, ' Bourgogne or Champagne.' 
As for the ' vins de Gascogne, Bordeaux, Provence/ 
&c. the quantity which is exported has always been 
so considerable, that, according to Froissart, as early 
as 1372, upwards of 200 ships were annually and, 
exclusively freighted with this commodity. Besides 

* Part of the produce of this famous hill was kept, exclusively, for 
tile tible of the king of Fraaoe. ^ 

* The «ekbrity of this wine dates from the illness of Louii XIV, 
in 1680. 

3 This denomination originates from * Claretvfn, a liquor mad6 
•Miently of wine and' honey, clarified by deeoetlon, which the Ger- 
sians^ French, and EagUsh, call Hippo9r99i and it is, for this reiiMd^ 
that the red wines of France were called claret.'' 

* This name is generally applied to the white wines of Oascony. 
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these, several * \ins de liqneors' are imported from 
France; as dotal; St. Laurent; Lunel; Frontig^ 
nac, &c. Spain^ Portngal, and the island of Madeiric 
offer US a considerable sapply ; and the banks of the 
Rfaiiae and the Moselle €»iliven> with their prodace» 
the tables of the gastronomers of all polite nattons^ 
— Tabella Cibaria. 

A Walk by the Sea-Shore. 
^ Perhaps no scene or situation is so intensely gra- 
tifying to the naturalist as the shore of the ocean. 
The productions of the latter element are innume- 
rable, and the. majesty of the mighty waters lends 
an interest unknown to an inland landscape* The 
loneliness, too, of the sea-shore is much cheered by 
the constant changes arising from the ebb and flow 
of the tide, and the undulations of the water's sur- 
face, sometimes rolling like mountains, and again 
scarcely murmuring on the beach. As yon there 
. gather 

Each flower of the rock, and each gem of the billow, 
you may feel with the poet, that there are joys in 
solitude, and that there are pleasures to be found in 
the investigation of nature, of the most powerful and 
pleasing influence* 

There is a pleasure in the pathless woods, 
There is a rapture on the lonely shore, 
There is society where none intrudes, 
By the deep sea, and music in its roar. 

But nothing can be more beautiful than a view of the 
bottom of the ocean, during a calm, even around our 
own shores, but particularly in tropical climates, 
especictlly when it consists alternately of beds of 
sand and masses of rock. The water is frequently 
^o clear and undisturbed, that, at great depths, the 
minutest objects are visible ; groves of cor^l are seen 
expanding their variously-coloured clumps, some 
rigid and immovable, and others waving gracefully 
their flexile branches. Shells of every form and hue 
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glide slowly along the stooes, or cling to the coral 
boughs like frait ; crabs, and other marine ftntmaJs, 
pursue their prey in the crannies of the rocks^.ftnd 
se4-plants spread their limber fronds in gay and 
gaady irregularity, while the most beautiful fishes are 
<Mt every side sporting around. 

The floor is of sand, like the moaiitain-drift, 

And the pearl-shells spangle the flinty snow; 
From coral rocks the sea-plants lift 

Their boughs, where the tides and billows dow : 
The water Is calm and still below. 

For the winds and waves are absent there: 
And the sands are bright as the stars that glow- 
In the motionless fields of upper air: 
There, with its waving blade of green, 

The sea-flag streams through the silent water. 
And the crimson leaf of the dulse is seen 

To blush like a banner bathed in slaughter ; 
There, with a Kgbt and easy motfon. 

The to-coial sweeps tfarongh the clear, deep tea ; 
And the yellow and scarlet tufts of ocean 

Are bending like corn on the upland lea ; 
And life, in rare and beautiful forms. 

Is sporting amid those bowers of stone, 
> And is safe when the wrathful spirit of storms 

Has made the top of the wave his own : 
And when the ship from his fury flies. 

Where the myriad voices of ocean roar. 
When the wind-god frowns in the ipurky skies. 

And demons are waiting the wreck on shore ; 
Then far below, in the peaceful sea, 

The purple mullet and gold-fish rove, 
Where the waters murmur tranquilly 

Through the bending twigs in the coral grove. 

PERCIVAl.*. 

fiat these treasures of the ocean, so beautifoUy 
described by the American poet,, are not the only 
wealth it possesses ; the treasures of gold and gems 
which it has gorged, and the thousands of unfortunate 
mariners whom it has engulphed, naturally lead us 
further to reflect with the poetess we have so often 
<Iuoted> on 

* Drummood's First Steps to Botany, p* 974, ikcon4 Mition, 
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The Treasures of the Deep. 

Wbatbid'st thou in tby treasare-oaves and oelU? 
Thou bollow-socmdiog and mysterious main ! — 
Pale glistening pearls, and rainbow-coloured sbells, 
Bi%ht things which gleam nnrecked of, and in vain. — 
Keep, keep tby richeii, melaaoholy Mft! 

We ask not sach from thee. 

Yet more,*-the depths have more ! What wealth untokl 
Far down, and shining through their stillness lies 1 
Thou hast the starry gems, the burning gold. 
Won from ten thousand royal argosies. — 
Sweep o*er thy spoils, thou wild and wrathfol main ! 
£arth claims not these again ! • 

Yet mofey--the depths have more ! Thy wavetliaive rolled 
Above the oities of a world gone by ! 
Sand hath filled up the palaces of old, 
Sea-weed o'ergrown the halls of revelry I — ; 
Dash o'er them, ocean, in thy scornful play ! 
Man yields them to decay ! 

Yet more, — the billows and the depths have more ! 
High hearts and brave are gathered to thy breast ! 
They bear not now the booming waters roar. 
The battle-thunders will not brea£ their rest — 
Keep thy red gold and gems, thou stormy grave — 
Give back the true and brave ! 

Give back the lost and lovely — those for whom 
The place was kept at board and hearth so long ; ' 
The prayer went up through midnight's breathless gloom, 
And the vain yearning woke 'midst festal song 1 
Hold fast thy buried isles, thy towers o'ertbrown,-^ 
But all is not thine .own ! 

To thee the love of woman hath gone down ; 
Dark flow thy tides o'er manhood's noble head, 
O'er yoQth's bright locks and beauty's flowery crown : 
Yet must thou hear a voice— Restore the dead ! 
Earth shall reclaim her precious things from thee, — 
Restore the dead, thou Sea ! 

FBUeiA HEMANS. 



Sea-PolypL 

The Polypi, or ' people of the vast empire of the 
deep/ are not only animated^ but tiieir very houses, 
nay even the very roofs of theh auurme mmsiou^ aie 
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alive al^o ; and whatever conduces to tbe nutriinent of 
an individual, goes to (he support of the most distant 
members of <he colony, and the whole stock of do- 
miciliary establishments. The dwellings of the po- 
Ivpi are called polypidoms, and the labour of the 
architect goes on incessantly ; and though this sea- 
scavenger is hardly of microscopic visibility, he as- 
sembles the floating particles of lime ; chooses for his 
foundation coral, lava, skulls, or wrecks ; and erects 
thereupon mountains, continents, and madroporean 
islands, which extend infinite distances from the 
shore, descend immeasurable depths, and ascend also 
to the doads. They are not at all ps^tlcular about 
light, and bear enormous pressure and extreme cold 
with the greatest complacency. Exposure to air, and 
want of moisture, are obnoxious; when these last 
evils occur, they retire to their recesses, and hold out 
by means of the moisture which they preserve, or, for 
lack of it, perish and die. The greater part of the 
genus prefer unagitated parts of the ocean ; but others 
are situate across great currents, and take the pre- 
caution of forming their habitations with tunnels, or 
in circles, or on branches which are capable of bend- 
ing to the movement of the waters, and preserving an 
equilibrium against shocks. In form they differ 
abundantly; some resemble tubes, others globular 
masses, leaves, unbranched stems,net-work, and even 
lace; and others, ' A bush that winter has despoiled 
of its leaves, but which spring has renovated with 
fresh flowers; — whose whiteness is rendered more 
conspicuous by the deep and brilliant red of tbe 
branches.' They assume also various colours, — yel- 
low, brown, lilac, and white, mutable or permanent; 
spreading ocean's floor with an enamelled carpet of 
varied and brilliant colours : at other times they have 
only one shade, almost equalling the Tyrian purple 
of antiquity. Of the polypi and polypidoms, some 
have only an ephemeral life, while the existence of 
otbeni seems eteraal. 
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Both fall a prey to worms that have mouths as 
strong as sextons' pickaxes, and contribute, at last, to 
extend the domains of man, form buildings, medici- 
nals, and personal ornaments. They prevent, by their 
rise and consolidation, the injurious superfluity of 
calcareous impregnations in the ocean'* 

The Sea-Eryngo>. 

m 

Tb' Eryngo here 
Sits as a queen among^ the scanty tribes 
Of vegetable race. Around her neck 
A gorgeous ruif of leaves, with arrowy points, 
Averts all harsh intrusion. On her brow 
She binds a crown of amethystine hue. 
Bristling with spicula, thick interwove 
With clustering florets, whose light anthers dance 
In the fresh breeze, like tiny topaz gems. 
Here the sweet rose would die. But she imbibes 
From arid sands, and salt-sea dew-drops, strength : 
The native of the beach, by nature formed 
To dwell among the ruder elements^, 

. For the amusement of our marine readers^ we add 
two fine Sba-Vibws, by eminent masters^ — the one 
powerfully depicting the wild and terrible ; and the 
other exhibiting the perfection of placid and tranquil 
beauty. 

It was a wild and weather-beateii coast, 
With cliffs above, and a broad sandy shore; 

Guarded by shoals and rocks as by a host. 
With here and there a creek, whose aspect wore 

A better welcome to the tempest-tost ; 
And rarely ceased the haughty billow's roar. 

Save on the dead, long summer days, which make 

The outstretched ocean glitter like a lake. 

' See an elegant and interesting little work, called CoralHna ; or 
^ Classical Arraogenient of Flexible Coralline Polypidoms, selected 
from the French of J. V. F. Lamoarouz.— An interesting paper on the 
AlgiE, or sea-weeds, by Mr. Andrem Kerr Vcmn^, of Paisley, will be 
found in onr last volume, p. 81. 

^ ^ The sea-eryngo is one of the repent-rooted plants which inhabit 

the barren sands, and draw their nonrishment from a source in which 

we might naturally suppose nothing but sterility oonld exist.^l>r«m- 

momd'M Botany, 8d edit. 

' CloDUrf, a Poem, by the Rev. W.-H. DrvmmoAd, IXD. 

Z 
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Sea-View near Naples* 

The sun is warm, the sky is clear, 
Tbe waves are datfcing fast and bri|^t, 

Blue isles and snowy mountains wear 
Tbe purple noon's transparent light 

Around its unexpanded buds; 
Like many a voice of one delii^ht, 

The winds, tbe birds, the ocean floods. 
The city's voice itself is soft, like Solitude's. 

I see the deep's untrampled floor. 

With green and purple sea-weeds strown ; 
I see tbe waves upon tbe shore. 

Like light dissolved in star-showers, thrown ; 
1 sit upon tbe sands alone, 

Tbe lightning of tbe noon-tide ocean 
Is flashing round me, and a tone 

Arises from its measured motion : 
How sweet did any heart now share in my emotion ! 



OCTOBER was named, like the preceding month, 
from the place it occupied in the Romulean c^endar : 
it was the eighth. Scorpio is the sign into which th^ 
Sun enters during this month. 

i^emarl(iU»U Sa^ 

In OCTOBER 1828. 
1. SAINT REMIGIUS. 

Remigius, the great apostle of the French, was 
born in 489, and was chosen Archbishop of Rheims 
at 22 years of age. He died in his 96th year. 

6. — SAINT FAITH, 

This virgin martsrr suffered death ander Dacianos> 
about the year 290> the most cruel torments being 
inflicted upon her. 

9. — SAINT DENYS, 

Or Dionysius^ was martyred under the persecution 
of Domitian, A.D. 96. 
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*9. 1826. CHARL&S MILL8 DIED, 

At Southampton^ from the effects of an illness^ 
partly caused by application to a work which re- 
quired much study, and by an enthusiastic devotion 
(o literature. His first publication, the ' History of 
Mahomedanism/ appeared about the year 1817. His 
next was the well-known ' History of the Crusades/ 
which was distinguished beyond most productions 
of the day, by its deep and enlarged observation, its 
fearless inquisitive spirit, and its condensed vivacity 
of style^ A few months after its appearance, acci- 
dent led Mr. Mills to the study of Italian literature ; 
the result of which was a work of fiction, in two vo- 
lumes, entitled * The Travels of Theodore Ducas, on 
the Revival of Arts and Letters in Italy/ The model 
upon which this book was formed, was (he * Travels 
of Anacharsis ;* but as the subject was comparatively 
uninteresting to the majority of modern readers, it 
was proportionately unsuccessful. Mr. Mills then 
directed bis attention to his last and most popular 
work, the 'History of Chivalry,' which ci^ated such 
'general interest from the very first moment of its 
announcement, that, in a few weeks, the whoje first 
edition (an unusually large one) was disposed of; 
and he' was called, but a few months before his death, 
to devote his attention to a second. 

As a literary man, he was of no mean rank * Mr. 
Jeffery strongly pointed him out as one of the modt 
promising writers of his day; and, indeed, he was 
rapidly rising tq the fondest object of his daily and 
nightly prayers, intettectual supremacy; when his 
constitution, always delicate, broke down under the 
severe exertions of his mind, and brought him to the 
grave at the early age of 38 ! 

*9. 1826. MICHAEL KELLY DIED. 

He was bom at Dublin, about the year 1762; at 
seven years of age he evinced a strong passion for 
music, and as bis father was enabled to procure the 
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best masters for bim, amoBg whom %va8 Michael 
Arne, the son of Dr. Ame, before he had reached hi^ 
eleventh year, he could perform on the piano-forte 
some of the most diflSlcuIt sonatas then in fashion. 
At the age of sixteen he went to Italy, and remained 
on the continent for nine years. In 1787, Kelly re* 
turned to England, where, in the month of April, he 
made his first appearance at Drury-Lane Theatre, in 
the character of Lionel, in the Opera of Lionel and 
Clarissa. Independently of many provincial engage- 
ments, in which he was often accompanied by Mrs. 
Crouch, he remained at Drury-Lane, as first singer, 
until he retired from the stage. He was several 
years musical director of that theatre ; he was ac- 
customed to sing at the king's ancient concerts, at 
Westminster Abbey, and at all the principal theatres 
and musical festivals in Britain ; he was, for several 
years, principal tenor singer at the King's Theatre, 
where he was stage- manager, a situation which, we 
believe, he nominally held till the period of his death ; 
be was also musical director at Colman's Haymarket 
Theatre. 

He composed and selected the music for nearly 
sixty dramatic pieces. He also composed numbers 
of Italian and English songs, duetts, trios, &c*, many 
of which are established favourites in the musical 
world. His own very entertaining 'Reminiscenced* 
furnish so full and interesting an account of his life 
and adventures, that we cannot do better than re- 
commend this work to the notice of our readers. 

II. OLD MICHAELMAS DAY5 

Still observed, in many places, as the end of one 
year, and beginning of another, in hiring servants. 

*12. ^NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

Oh blest were 4he accents of early creation, 
When the Word of Jehovah came down from above ; 

In the clods of the earth to infase animation, 
And wake their cold atoms to life and to love I 
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And mighty Ae tones wbiehtbefirmftnieiitrea4«44. ' 

When on wheels of the thunder, and win^s of the wind. 
By lig^tningt and bail, and thick darkness attended, 

He littered on Sinai I^ kws to mankiiid. 
And sw«et was the voiee of the First-born of Heaven, 

(Though poor His apparel, though earthly His form), 
Who said to the mourner, * Thy sins are forgiven !' 

* Be whole !' to the siok,--and < Be still !' to the storm. 

Oh, Judge of the world ! when, arrayed in Thy glory, 

Thy summons again shall be beard from on high, ; , 
While Nature stands trembling and n^ed before Thee, 

And waits on Thy sentence to live or to die ; 
When the Heav'n shall fly fast from the sound of Thy thunder, 

And the sun, in thy lightnings, grow languid and pale. 
And the sea yield her dead, and the tomb cleave asunder. 

In the hour of Thy terrors, let mercy prevail 1 

Bp, Heher^s Hymns. 

13.— TRANSLATION OF K. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR- 

He built WesUoioster Abbey, and was the first 
that was baried la the new buildings in. 1066. 

17. — SAINT ETHELDREDA. 

Etheldreda was daughter of Annas, King of the 
East Angles, and Jived under a vow of perpetual 
chastity, She ere<Sted an abbey at Ely, and died 
there in 679. 

18.— SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIffT. 

The period and manner of the death of St. Xuke 
are alike unknown. His festival was first instituted 
A.D. 1130. See T.T. for 1826, p. 261, for an ac- 
count of a curious custom at Stoke Verdon, in Wiit- 
shire« 

25. SAINT CRISPIN. 

Crispin, and his brother, Grispianus, bom at Rome, 
in tlie year 303, maintained themselves by exercising 
the trade of $ho&4nakers; a circumstance which, 
naturally enough, led to their being regarded as the 

Eatrons of 'the gentle craft.' These brothers were 
oth beheaded. — ^There is a curious anecdote relative 
to this day in T.T. for 1816, p. 291- See also T.T. 
for 1824, p. 259. 

z2 
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28.— ^SAINT SIMON AND SAINT JUtTB, ApOStteS. 

The Simon here meant is Simon the Canaanite, or 
Simon Zelotes. He and Jude both suffered martyr* 
dom together in Persia, abont the year 74. 

€tueen lEM}&Mff^ 

The Second Series of Mr. Ellis's Original Letters 
affords some highly interesting illustrations of the 
eventful reign of Elizabeth; among tbese^ not the 
least curious and valuable, are the * Observations' on 
the Life and Reign of this Queen, confessedly written 
by a person acquainted with her court, who held 
office under, and lived in the household of Lord 
Burghley : the narrative is copied from the Sloane 
MSS. in the British Museum, and, though long, we 
shall give it to our readers in the same words as 
Mr. Ellis has done, in his invaluable 'LETTBRs"f 
we cannot think of abridging it^ for this would at once 
destroy its interest and its value to the readers of 
English history* 

I will DOW proceed, says the writer, with the particular de- 
scription of the Queetfs disposition and natural gifts of mind and 
body, wherein she either matched or exceeded all the princes of 
her time ; as being of a great spirit, yet tempered with mode- 
ration ; in adversity never dejected, in prosperity rather joyful 
than proud ; affable to her subjects, but always with due regard 
of the greatness of her estate, by reason whereof she was both 
loved and feared. 

In her later time, when she shewed herself in public, she was 
always magnificient in apparel; supposing haply thereby that the 
eyes of her people (being dazzled by the glittering aspect of those 

* We know not what apology to make to Mr. Cniis for having se- 
lected so many specimens of pure ore from the vast mine of intelli- 
gence which he has opened to our view: If their variety and beauty 
bave tempted us to overstep the b6unds of modesty in thii partlcukir^ 
we trast we shall stand excused at the tribunal of the learned author. 
To our readers we would say, that the extracts we have given are but 
^ehantUlons of the information they may expect to receive from the 
perusal of Mr. Ellis*s four volumes : they will serve to exeito, rather 
than to gratify curiosity ; and will, we hope, tend greatly to increase 
the number of those who devote a portion of their time to the study 
of English History. - ' ' 
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her outward ornaments) would not so easiljf discern the marks of 
ftjpe, and decay of natural beauty ; and she came abroad the more 
sMom, to make her presence the more grateful and applauded by 
Ae multHiide; to whom things rarely seen are in manner as new.. 
She suffered not, at any time, any suitoirto depart discontented, 
from her, and thoug^h oft times he obtained not that he desired, 
yet he held himself satisfied with her manner of speech, wliich- 
gavehope of success in a second attempt And it was noted in 
ker, that she seldom or neyer denied any suite that was mored 
oiftoher, how unfit soever to be granted; but the suitor received 
the answer of denial from some other. 

In granting offices she used many delays, but, after long suite, 
the gave them voluntarily. The one perhaps she did, for tiiat she 
loved to be sued unto, and to be gratified with rewards ; and the 
otiier that she might not seem to yield by importunity, and so loose 
the thanks that a good turn freely bestowed deservetfa. 

She was accounted in her latter time to be very near and over* 
sparing of expense ; and yet, if the rewards which she gave of 
ineer motion and grace had been bestowed of merit with due re* 
spect, they had doubtless purchased her the name of a very liberal 
priace. Howbeit (notwithstanding the subsidies levied in many 
IWIiaments, and the diverse sums of money lent her by her snb- 
jects)^ she was enforced to sell some of her owne lands and jew- 
els to support the charge of the Irish war. 
• Certain it is that some persons attending near about her would 
DOW and then abuse her favour, and make sale of it, by taking 
bribes for such suites as she bestowed freely ; likewise purveyors, 
and other oflicers of her household, under pretence of her service, 
would oft times, for their own, vex and burthen, with many impor 
sitions, the poorer sort of the inhabitants near the usual place of 
lier residence ; and although it be accounted, in a manner, as great 
a fimlt for a prince to be ill himself, as to have ill officers about 
him, yet, the consideration of her sex (she being a woman, and 
wanting convenient means to understand the grievances of ber 
people, but by report of others), may seem to carry some colour 
of excuse* 

She was very rich in Jewells, which had been given her by heir 
tnbjects> for in times of progress there was no person that enter^ 
tained her in his house, but (besides his extraordinary charge in 
feasting her and her train) he bestowed a jewel upon her: a cus- 
tom in former times began by some of her special favourites that 
(having in great measure tasted of her bounty) did g^ve her only 
of her own ; though, otherwise, that kind of g^iving was not so 
pleasing to gentlemen of meaner quality* 

During the long continuance of her government, many secret 
treasons were practised against her life, both by strangers, and also 
by some ofher own unnatural subjects ; but God, that bad ordained 
her to die (as she had lived) in peace, would not suffer them to 
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prevail ia their bad intentions? and Dootor Parry, tbat had to«w4 
to ktil her (being alone ^ith her in the garden at Riobiliond, a«d 
then I'esolved to act that tragedy), was so daanted with tbe^liUM* 
jesty of her psesenco (in which he then saw the image of her 
graadfolher. King Henry tiie Seventh, as hi tsself confessed), Hiat 
Ms heart Would not soffer his hand lo execute that which he hftA 
iesolved. A|id the self same day that tlra late £arl of BaseK^ 
being then in disgrace, entered the city with <tiverse noblenieB 
$Bd gentlemen of quality in' « confused teoop, wheti report waa 
9iade unto herof the manner thereof, she (being then at ditaoer) 
seemed nothing moved therewith, but onely said that' Uethat hakl 
placed her in that seat would preserve her in it ;* and so she con- 
tinued at her dinner, not shewing any sign of fear or distraetioM 
of mind ; nor omitting any thing that day that she had bee^ ao* 
eustomed to do at other timies : an argument of a religieils reso* 
iution and great constancy in a wonmn (as I think) but rarely^ lio 
be foilnd in men of more than ordinary spirit. 
. Touching those commendable .qualities whereto, partly by 
nature and partly by education and industry, she had attained^ 
there were few men, that (when time and occasion served) eoubt 
make better use or more show of them than herself. The JUiltn,^ 
French^ and Italian she could speak very elegantly, and she was 
able in all those languages to answer embassadors on the sudden. 
Her manner of writing was somewhat obscure, and the stile not 
vulgar, as being cither learned by Imitation of some author whom 
she delighted to read, or else affected for difference sakd; that she 
might not write in such phrases as were commonly used. Of the 
jGrreek tongue also she was not aftc^ther ignorant. She took 
pleasure in reading of the best and wisest histories, and some part 
of Tacitus's Annals she herself turned into English for her private 
e;Kerci8e, She ahto triinslated Boethius de Consolatione Piukwo*- 
pbi9e» and a Treatise of Plutarch de Curiositate, with divers others, 
for her private pleasures, she used them moderately and 
warily, without touch to her reputation, or offence to her people. 
8he was^in her diet, very temperate, as eating but of few kinds of 
meat, and those not compounded : the wine she drank was raiti'* 
gled with water, containing three parts more in quantity than the 
wine itself. Precise bowers of refection sheobserved noty;asneveir 
citing but when her appetite required it. 

. In matters of recreation, as singing, dancing, and pkying Ofion 
instruments, she was not ignorant nor excellent : a measure wdiMi, 
V) things indifferent, best beseems a prince. 
. 3he was ;of nature somewhat hasty, but quickly appeaaod: 
ready there to show most kindnes, where a iittle before she had 
been most sharp in reproving. Her greatest grief of mind and 
body she either patiently endured, or politicly dissembled. I have 
heard it credibly reported, that, not Idng before her death, she was 
divers times, troubled with the goiitin hei* ffngers, whereof ahe 
would never complain; as seeming better pleased to be thought 
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inseiisiblc of the paiii» tlian to acknowledge the disease. And 
•lie wontd often show herself abroad at public spectacles (even 
agiUnst her own likeing) to no other end but that the people 
Wight the better perceiye her ability of body and good disposition, 
WMch otherwise, in respect of her years, they might perhaps have 
doubted ; so jealous was she to have her natural defects disco* 
vered, for diminishing her reputation. 

As for flatterers, it is certain that she had many too ne^ her, 
afid was well contented to have them. 

After the Earl of Essex his death, the Queen imagined that 
the people's affection towards her waxed more cold than had 
been accustomed, and from that time forward entering into a 
more serious crmsideration of her years and natural infirmities,, 
iAie fell at length into a sickness, proceeding first from some 
dfsten^>er of body, which, concurring with the indisposition of 
her mind, brought her to her end. It is credibly reported, that 
liot long before her death she had a great apprehension of hec 
own age and declination by seeing her face (then lean and full 
of wrinkles), truly represented to her in a glass, which she a 
good while very earnestly beheld: perceiving thereby how often 
iShe had been abused by iiatterers (whom she held in too great 
estimation), that had informed her the contrary. 
• • • • 

But now to return where I left, namely with the death of the 
Queen, for that divers rumours have been spread concerning the 
manner 'of it, I think it not amiss to note some particular circum^^ 
stances which I received by information of such persons as had 
good means to understand the truth of thingSi and no reason at 
ail to misreport them. 

About thfce weeks before her death (her sleep decaying) she 
began to fall into a melancholy passion ; and being persuaded to 
nse the help of physic, she utterly refused it ; either for that she 
thought her body being not thereto accustomed it would not do 
her good, or else that (having satiety of the world j she desired 
rather to die than live. For she would divers times say in the 
time of her sickness, ' I am not sick ; I feel no pain ; and yet I 
pine away.' She was wholly addicted to silence and solitariness, 
which gave occasion of suspicion that she was afflicted in mind : 
but being moved by some of her Council to impart such griefs as 
they doubted might trouble her, she answered that she ' knew 
nothing in the world worthy to trouble her:' and it is a constant 
opinion of such as were most inward with her, that she was then 
free from any such impression, as it is not altogether unlikely, 
considering that melancholy diseases (as physicians tell us) pro- 
ceed not always from the indisposition of the mind, but sometimes 
from the distemperature of humor in the body, causing a kind of 
nnmbness and stupidity of the senses. The fiishops (who then 
attended at the court) seeing that she would not hearken to ad- 
vice for the reoovery of her bodily health, desired her to provide 
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for her spirttaai mfety, aad to reooiiMileiid lier soal to €kMl, 
whereto she fiiUdly answered^ * That i bate done hmg n^ Shte 
sate op six days toother without Miy sleep, aad y«t waa sbe'iiot 
bereaved of nnderstanding^, but had the use thereof (ev^t aft^ 
her speech failed) as appeared by divers motions of her eyes and 
hands lifled up^ when she Hras required. by the Bishops to giv« tes* 
timony of the h(»pe and comfort she had in God. It is reported^ 
that when she was demanded whom she would have to. sit in her 
seat after her death, she made answer, * No base person', bat a 
King.' Afterwards (when she coald not speak) being moved a 
second time to express her meaniiig touofait^^ that matter, and 
that (if she would have the Kii^ of ^ots to fiueoeed her) she 
•houid hold op her hand in tojcenof assent, she forthwith lifted up 
her hand to her head, and torned it round in the form of a circle, 
discovering thereby (as it was said) what she had long before con- 
cealed. These reports^ whether they were true indeed, or given 
out of purpose by such as woald have them so to be believed, it 
is hard to say» Sure I am they, did no hurt. 

During the time of her sickness, the pecyiie began more bohily 
to discover their affiBotion8,and variable rumors were spread in 
the city. The wealthier sort feared sudden Uproars and: tumults ; 
and the needy and loose persons desired thenu Sneh as inhabilted 
the suburbs carried their plate and treasure into the city, as a 
place of most safety, by reason of continual strong watches kept 
there. Then some spared not to say openly that the Queen was 
past recovery : others affirmed that she was already dead, and (to 
procure more credit fo their reports), w^ouid nantie the very hour 
of her doath ; adding further, that it was only concealed in policy, 
till some things were settled for the security of the state, 
• « • • • 

Toward the close of these Observations, says Mr. 
Ellis, the writer has recorded the remarks and cen- 
sures of the populace as they stood to see the 
Qaeen's funeral. Whatever may be the real value 
of these remarks^ they form a picture, and are worth 
preserving. They were uttered without restraint, at 
a moment of national interest, when every man saw 
change before him, and when every one's judgment 
{MTompted some reflection. Having describ^ the 
open chariot, drawn by four horses, wherein lay the 
body of the dead Queen, embalmed and inclosed in 
lead ; over it, he says, was her image in her Parlla-: 
ment tobes, with a crown on her bead, and a sceptre in 
her hand, all exquisitely framed to resemble the 1ife« 

* Alluding to the I^ady ArabeUa Seyiitoitr. 
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At. the Bi^t bereoC^lwn of.tbe beliotdeni feM a weepinj^, 
9pepial|y wpmen,. whor- naturally are tender of heart, and have 
teares at comoiandment. Then the people began to taike di^- 
Versely ; many seeming to marvel at vain and ordinary 'thhig»: fi«, 
namely, that living and dying a virgin, she was foorn on the vtgii 
G^ that feast which was yearly k^t in remembrance of the birth of 
our Lady the Vir^o, and that she .d£ed on the vigil of the feast of 
the Annunciation of our Lady : that she departed the woHd at 
Richmond (where her grandfather King Henry the Seventh, 
whom she very much resembled, ended his life), and upon the 
self same day of the week whereon he deceased. That she had 
reigned so many years, as the greater p^ th6n living had never 
known other prince. Some also there were that spake fondly of 
predictions goin^ before her deatli, and, among. others, it was given 
out that an old lion in the Tower, bearing her name-' (during jthe 
time of her sickness), pined away and died. 

But among men of better nnderstanding, the actions of her 
life^and the manner of her government; were called to mind and 
censured. Some recounted the long and peaceable lime <^ her 
reign, her clemency, and other virtues ; wishing that things might 
continue in no worse state than they had done ; alledging the old 
pioverb, ' that seldom cometh the better.^ Others again: com- 
]>laiued; that they could not lightly be in wotsc state than they 
were, considering that the people generally were much impover- 
ished by continual subsidies and taxes, besides other* exactions "> 
and contributions extorted by corrupt officers;- that little or no 
equality was used in those impositions, the meaner sort commonly 
sostaining the greater burthen, and the wealthier no more than 
themselves listed to bear; that wrongs, now and then, were 
either bolstered out by authority, or winked at for private respect; 
that many privileges had passed under her name forthe h^efit 
of some particular men to thef detriment of the Commonwealth. 
Albeit it could not be denied bot that, of herself, naturally, she was 
well-disposed, if she had not been misled by over-much credulity 
and secret informations of persons about her; an inconvenience 
which even the best princes oft-times can hardly avoid. • These 
and the like matters were diversely argued, as it falleth out coii>- 
ihonfy upon like occasions, while the mourners passed along at- 
tending the corpse.— i^Wi/* Letters^ Second Series, voJ. iii, pp. 

Mtobele,' in his Report to the VenetiiEin States, 
ahrtody quoted in p. 90> speaking of Queen Elizabeth, 
-sa^s,/ She is a lady of great elegance, both of body 
Boi mitA, although her face may rather be called 
tpleasiBg than beautiful : she is tall and well made ; 
hsT complexion fine, though rather sallow; her eyes, 
but above all hejj^ hands {which she takes care not to 
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conceal), are of superior beantjr. She is . well ftci- 
.quainted with the Greek and Italian lang oages. Her 
spirits and onderstandiDg are admirable ; and she ib 
proud and dignified in her manners/ — Ellis's Letters, 
Second Series, vol. ii, p. 237. Consult also voL iii, 
p. 6S, for a singularly curious paper, entitled ^ An 
.Abstract touching the Queen's Marriage, by Sir 
Thomas Smith/ tajLen from the Harleian MSS. 

The Arctic EipedUion. 

[Concluded from p. 848.] 

The Land Expedition. — ^Abontthe end of June 
1826, Captain Franklin arrived at the last of the 
Hudson's Bay Company's posts, named Fort Good 
Hope, in lat. 67 deg. 28 min. N., long. ISO deg. 53 
min. W. ; the expedition under his command being 
in excellent health and spirits ; and, so far as de- 
pended on personal exertion, the equipment of their 
boats, and the supply of stores and provisions, the 
most sanguine hopes of success were entertained. 

Three days' journey from thence, on the 4th of 
^ly, he despatched a party to the eastward, under 
the command of Dr. Richardson, and proceeded him- 
self, in command of another party, by the western 
channel of Mackenzie's river, which flows at the foot 
of the Rocky Mountains, and completed a survey of 
the coast from long. 113 deg. W. to 149 deg. 38 min. 
W. Captain Franklin was accompanied by Captain 
Back, who had been his companion on the former 
expedition. He was much impeded in his progress 
by the constant obstructions of ice, unbroken from 
the shore, in many parts, until the 4th August— by 
the prevalence of fogs — and by the nature of the sea- 
coast, which, to the westward of the 140th degree, is 
so extremely low and flat as to be unapproachable, 
even in boats, nearer than two or three miles. *|n- 
deed, beyond the 139th degree it was found impM- 
sible to land on the main shore, except at one point; 
and tliere they were most vexatiously detained eight 
days, in the best part of the season, by a fog so dense^ 
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ilHitAU objects. bejond the distance of a few yafda 
.were obscuced^ and toriog all which time it blew a 
strong gale. 

On every other occasion they had to land on the 
naked reefs wluch front the coast, and on which it 
.often happened no fresh water was to be obtatned» 
and but Uttle wood* 

Before Captain Franklin had reached morje than 
half way to Icy Cape, most of his party began to 
Jiave swellings in their legs, and showed other symp^ 
toms of extreme suffering, from their unavoidable 
AxpQsure to wading in the water, for the purpose of 
dragging tfie boats where they were under the neces* 
sity of landing to rest or to get fresh water; or when 
Ihey were compelled, by the recurrence of strong 
gales, to seek the shore. The temperature of the 
water was generally about the freezing point, whilst 
^faat jof the air seldom exceeded 36 degrees. The 
jDoast westward of Mackenzie's river, under any cir-r 
cumstances, was extremely hazardous to navigate ; 
liut under the difficulties which Captain Frsmklin 
oxperienced, further perseverance on his part would 
have been unpardonable rashness. The whole party 
being of opinion that the obstructions were insur- 
mountable, being completely beyond human con«- 
trol, were compelled to return, in the conviction, 
liowever, ttiat the navigation of the north-west pas^ 
sage is open. 

A novel feature has occurred in this expedition in 
tiie violence, exhibited by the Esquimaux. Both 
Captain Franklin's and Dr. Richiurdson's parties 
srere attacked on the same day by great numbers of 
these people, who had stationed themselves in the 
eastern and western outlets of the Mackenzie. To 
fliis conduct the Esquimaux were probably stimu- 
lated by the Indians. The western party were also 
providentially saved from an attack of a tribe of 
mountain Indians, by an opportune notice of their 
Intention. . Befoce the attack, however. Dr. Richard* 

1 a 
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son's party met several parties of Ewfoiiiiaaxy aad 
had friendly commanications witli them ; aad it may, 
in some measure, be ascribed to the small immber oi 
tiie party (twelve in all), and the apparently distressed 
situation of the boats grounding on the flats of tJbm 
Mackensie river* But after the attack wa^ defeated; 
and fortunately without injury to the natives, pre* 
sents were made to, and barters with, some .indivi- 
duals wbobeloi^ed to the same tribes but who had 
not been engaged in the affair, and who had signified 
their disapproval of the conduct of the assailants*^ 

The eastern party, under Dp. Richardson, who ifon 
accompanied by Mr. Kendall, an intelligent and 4is«^ 
lingai^d young officer, succeeded in reaching the 
Coppermine river on<the8di of August,' aikl<retu^M)d 
to Port FraiAtlio, Grfot Beat Lake, xm the; 1st: of 
September* . Like that under the. . command of Cap* 
tain Franklin, ihey experienced repeated obstruc- 
tions from ice, and occasionally from strong: breezes; 
but they were spared ttie foggy weather, except on 
parts of two days, which had caused the western 
party so much anxiety and difficulty in their pro<* 



The object of Dr. Richardiion'S party was to ex^ 
amine the intermediate coast between thcMackenzki 
and the Coppermine rivers* - After separating from 
Captain Franklin, on the 4th July, they pursued the 
easternmost channel of the Mackenzie^, until the 7th 
of that month, when finding that it distributed itself 
by various outlets, of which the more easterly -were 
not navigable for their boats, they chose a middle 
one, and that night got into brackish water, with aa 
open view of the sell, in lat 69deg4 29 min. N^ long, 
133deg. 24min.W. 

On the nth, in lat 69 deg, 42 min. N. lonr- ^2 
deg. 10 min. W.» the water was perfectly sialv ^ 
sea partially covered with drift ice, and no land vi- 
isiMe to seaward. They experienced oonsiderable 
difficulty in crossing the estuaries of several rivers. 
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wWcb Wiere -deeme^} to b^ entlefg of t)i6 fallow 
di^^els;. ^ tbe Mackenzie, Ibat had b^eQ left to the. 
eastwards . They suffered, besidesj some det^ntioii, 
£r(Hn;ic0' atid badweatlier; and it was npt until th^ 
l^thof July tbat; in lat* 70 deg. 37 min., loug. 19ft 
dcg. 62 min. N., they got entirely clear of the widely 
sinr^dilig BSDuths of the Mackenzie, and of a large 
liaise of brackish water, which seems to receive one 
0f the branches of that riyijri The navigation aorosa 
tii^e ^ide estuaries was rendered epibarassing from 
extensive sa^^dyflati^,; which occasionally compelled 
ftem to goneaj4y out of «igbt of land, and left tbetu 
exposed to a treqa^tjy dangerous surf, in boats U)0 
flight to, venture out into deep water, amongst heavy 
lee, 10/ stormy tfeather. 

These dapgexa were gladlyexciiaiised for a ccrast^* 
mg voyage in the open sea. They rounded Gape. 
pa?Ty,Ju lat 70 deg. 8 min. N., long. 123 deg* Wi; 
Cape Knisenstern in lat. 68 deg. 46 min. N.j, long, 
114 deg. 45 min. W.; and entered 6eorge the-IVtli 
O^Quatieu <Irulf> by Ae Dolphin and ]?mop Straits 
(so neimed * after (£e boats), which brought theA 
wftbki sight .of Gape Barrow, and two degrees -of 
Kngitude to the eastward of the Copperpaine river^ 
Tfaefar^^ea Voyage terminated' as before meptioned^ om 
die 8(fa of August, by tbe|r actually entering thcgt 
rivet. :: ■ •: 

: With (he exception of a few hours on two or Area 
days, Dr. Iticbardson's party oKperienced conkarjs 
wiildil durilig' their eattre progress; and; latterly, wenr 
delayed, and compieHed • to round eveiy jntet of i| 
di^p bay* by-.tbi^k ic6 driving in frpm seaward, i|nd 
tec^g closely <m tbe shore.. The boats' crewsj 
however, witfiout .sujBTering their exertions to flag, 
and taking every adTantage of wind and tide, cut a 
passage with the hatchet; and by four days of hard 
labour cleared this obstacle, the most troublesome 
tfiat 6CGurted during tkeir voyage along the coast. 

Altbiough they saw much beavy floe*ice, some of 
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it agroand 0yen in nine fftliiom water, yet ntae of if 
bore marks of being more than one season old; and 
from the heights of land they could discern lanes of 
opcQ water outside, so that a ship, properly strength-' 
ened for such a voyage, could make way throng it 
with a favouring breeze. 

Throughout the whole line of coast they had re« 
gular tides, the iood setting from llie eastward; the 
^ise and fall being from a foot to twenty inches* lit 
the Dolphin and Uoion Straits, the current, in the 
height of flood* and ebb, exceeded two miles an hour.* 
They found drift timber every where, and a large 
portion of it, on many parts of the coast, lay in a line 
from ten to fifteen, and in some places upwards of 
twenty feet above the ordinary spring^tide water- 
mark> apparently thrown up by a heavy sea. The 
coast, in such places, was unprotected by islands; 
and the inference is, that in some seasons at least, if 
not every year, tfiere exists ar long fetch of open 
water. 

After the first rapid, in the Coppermine river. Dr. 
Bichardson's party abandoned tiie boats, with the 
remainder of their cargoes of provision, iron-work, 
beads, &c. to the first party of Esquimaux which 
riiould chance to pass that way ; and on the 10th of 
August set out by land, with ten days' provisions^^ 
and their personal baggage reduced to a single 
blanket and a few spare mockasius, that they might 
travel as lightly as possible ; and, further to reduce 
the men's loads, the tents were left behind, and Mr. 
ICondall carried the astronomical instruments. 

They reached the eastern end of Bear Lake, at the 
influx of Dease's river, on .the 18th, and remained 
there until the evening of the 24th, before the boats 
arrived to convey them to Fort Franklin. 

The person to whom the boats were entrusted, and 
who was sent off from Fort Franklin on the 6th of 
August, with the necessary supplies, and the strictest 
injunctions from Mr. Dense to use diligence in get- 
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tkag to ttte rirer. Mi not asriTe on liie latest day ap- 

Kiinted for his appearance (the 20th)« from a vague 
lief that Dr. Richardson's party would neter r&- 
tnm^ and that he should make a ni^edless V6yage, 
and remain long waiting for them in vain. He ttiere-- 
fore loitered by the way; and after the SOth Dr. Ri- 
chardson was obliged ttf distribute his party into 
huntitig and fishing groups^to procure silbsist^nce. 
In these operations they were tolerably successfU; 
and ttey also obtained supplies from a tribe of In- 
dians, so Uiatthey had abundance. Dr. Richardson 
was not able to collect liid party for.* embarkation 
until the evening of .the SStb; and they reached the 
fort, after an -absence from it -of seventy-one days, 
the whole party in perfect health, and more fit, with 
regard to bodily strength, to undertake a similar ex- 
p<^ition than they were at setting out.— li^ Gazette. 

^isttonomCtal (©mttrences 

Jn OCTOBER 1828. 

Solar Phbnombna. 

Th£ Sun enters Scorpio at 32m. after 10 in th(9 
morning of the 23d of this month \ and he will be 
eclipsed early in the morning of the 9th; but the 
eclipse will be invisible in tUs country. The con- 
junction will take placet at 18i m. past in the morn- 
ing, in longitude 6 a. IS"? iOf ; Moon's latitude 6^' 
south. The Sun will be centrally eclipsed on tlie 
meridian between 13 and. 1 in themorping, in longi- 
tude 174'' 6f east, and latitude 19" 7i' south. The 
Sun will also rise and set, during the same interval, 
as in the following 

. TABLE 

Of the Sun^s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

October 1st, Sunrises Idmlaflerd. &et848m.after 5 

6th .;.....: «i8 ...... 6 .'... 88 6 

nth ;. 81 ...... 6 .... 29 6 

16th • 41 6 .... 19 ...... 6 

dlst 51 6 .... ...••• 5 

96th ••.... 7 •••• 0......6 

8lit •• 9 7 •••. M » 4 

Aa2 
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EqdaHon of Time. 

By employing the Equation of Time, as directed iii 
the following Table, the time which should be indi- 
cated by a well-regulated clock will be found from 
that given by a good sun-dial : viz. 

TABUS 

Of the Rqmtum of Time for every jif^^ J^y- 

WedDesdfty,Oet.l8t, from the time by the dial nc5. lO' ftV 

Monday...... ^th ..^..... \\ 6b 

8atvr<Hiy llth IS 15 

Thursday.... IBih 14 24 

Tuesday .... 21st W 18 

Sunday SOth 16 56 

Friday Slst ..« 16 lb 

Lunar Phjbnombna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

New Mom» • • 0th day, at 18 m. after in the morning. 1 

First Quarter 16th 47, 6 

Full Moon •% 23d «••.•• 12 .•«•.•... 1 ..... «....... 

Last Quarter SOth 84 4 in the afternoon. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The Moon will pass the first meridian at the fol- 
lowing times this month, which will afford opportu- 
nities for observation, if the weather prove favour- 
able: viz. 

October Ist^ at 28 m. after 6 in the morning 

*0l .. V •...*• 7 ««•••...•.• 
oCl .. Ov «••••. T ••...•••.«• 

Oitl •'. iMi ...... V ••.«••..... 

14th . . 44 4 in the afternoon 

lOttl a. 4ll ...... V .....••.••■ 

1 vtn • • S7 ...a., ty........... 

17th .. 83 7 in the evening 

loin • • 9»7 •....* o ........... 

1 vtn . • TfM. •••... If •...««..... 

wtn • . IS ... ... Ill ...a. ...... 

29tb .. 8 8 in the morning 

SOth •• 54 ••.*.. 5 .••..••••.. 

vlSl' •■ Snf ..•«•• O «•.....«.•• 

Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 

The tide will be at its height at LondoA Bridge at 

the following times during^^is jnoiDth ; and ttose for 



the intennediate days may be foand by proportion, 
as well as the times of High Water at several other 
places^ by employing the numbers given at p. 19« as 
there directed. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 

Morning. 4f^emoon* 

October iBt, at 48 m. ftfler 7 11 m. after 8 

6th .. S 96 

lltll •• WW •••••••• S •••••••• dU •••••••• 9 

16th •• 87 »••••••• 7 •••••••• 0, «••••••• S 

81st .. 34 .••.•••* •••••••• 8 ••• 1 

86th »• 12 •••••••« 4 •••••*•• 38 ••»••••« 4 

31st •• « •••••»••" ••••••••. 89 ••••«••• o 

Phenomena Planbtarum. 
Phases of Venus. 

This beautiM planet still shines with great bright- 
ness; and the following is the proportion of her 
phases: vi2. 

October u.{[»:jf«^tr'rrn=S» 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites* 
None of these eclipses are visible this month« 
Form of Saturn's Ring, 

October Ut I Transverse axis = 1-000 
octoDer 1st ^conjugate axis =s — 0-860 

Corgunctionofthe Moon unth the Planets and Stars. 

October 16th, with in Gaprioorn at 10 in the ttveniiig. 

Other Phenomena. 

Georgiom Sidns will be stationary on the 5th of 
this monlli ; and be in quadrature at a quarter past 9 
in the evening of the 21st. Venus will attain her 
greatest elongation on the 7th, and Mercury on the 
28d. Satam will also be in quadrature at 11 in the 
morning of the 27tlK Venus will be in conjunction 
with ft in Leo> at 1 in the afternoon of the 7th* 

To the Occurrences of this months we shall subjoin 
tfie fcAowiBg beautiful and poetical description of the 
tooflMm iMttispliM^^ from the ' Pelican bland :* 
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Night, Bilenty cool, tnyisparent, cfolrncid the day ; 
Tire sky receded farther inte upace, 
The Stars came lower down to meet the eye, 
l^iil the whole hemisphere, alive widi light. 
Twinkled from east to west, by one consent ; 
The CoNSTBLLATioNS round tire m-ctic pole, 
That neyer set to ns, here scarcely rose; 
But in theiK ateiid, Qri^ thrcNigh thtt aocth 
Pursued the Plm44 ; . Sirim .with his keen 
Quick scintillations, .in the zenith reigned. - 
The south miveiled its glorie8**there, the V^olf^ 
With eyes of lightning, watched the Centaur'n spear; 
Tbroufh the «lear -hyaline, the ^Atp of heaven 
Cave-SMling from •eternity,-' iht'Dove; 
On silver pinions, winged her peaceful way; 
There, at the footstool of Jehovah's throne, ' 
The Altar, kindled from his presence, biased ; 
There, too, all else exceUing,.meekly ehone 
The Crom, the symbol of redeeming love : 
. The henvens declared the glory of the Lord, 
The firmament displayed his handy-work. 

Cj^e iSatutal(£ft*£i Bmt^ 

For OCTOBER 1828, 
JTie Swallow. 

The visitressofman, on earth 

She restetb not her flagging wing. 
But seeks at once the blessed roof 

To which, in youth, she loved to cling. 
She feedeth noton earthly food. 

But, fflancing through the sunny sky, 
Beems from the very element 

To gather immortality. 

For who hath ever found her grave» 

Or seen her virgin form decay ? 
When wintry death Is prowling round, * 

Wherelives she then? Aloft^—away! 
Her flight is won s but hath she loft 

Nought but her clay-built nest behind ? 
No treasure to reward her host. 

No moral to refresh his mind ? 

Yes: she hath shown him constant love, 

Contentment with her simple lot ; 
And scorn of earth, oVr which kit soul 

Passeth— like her— but tarrfeth not 1 

tiUrar^Stmpenir. 
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At the heginniBg of this mouthy or about tlie^ii^ 
of September, some summer birds of passage, of 
which the swallow is the first, take their departure 
for warmer regions. At the time when swallows ar^ 
congregated, in the autamn, for the purpose of mi-' 
grating, a part of them have been observed to ascend 
in the air, in a spiral direction, beyond the reach of 
buman vision^ and, after continuing out of sight a 
short time, to descend again. Sometimes they would 
continue to do this, at intervals, for two or threer 
days together ; and then all wooM disappear. Query t 
Do they ascend in this manner to ascertain whetfaler 
there is an upper current of air favourable to their 
migration ? and do tbey prefer migrating high in the 
air, in order to have a greater scope of vision ? A' 
young swallow, which was kept aMve by a lady, watf 
observed to become uneasy as the time of migrating^ 
approached ; and when its cage was hung in the air, 
the wild swallows came about it, and tuppeared tO' 
invite it to go with thern^ After they bad aH ^sap-^ 
peared, it became tolerably easy* The following ex*« 
traordinary circumstance in the, natural history of the 
Swallow, which occurred at Christ Church, Ipswicfe 
(the residence of the Rev. Mr. Fonnereau), very foi^ 
Cibly illustrates the unusual coldness^ and backward*^ 
ness of the season, in the year 1816. On the mom* 
ings of the 5i3i and 6th of June, the gardeners could 
have taken up hundreds of swallows in their hands? 
they were collected in knots, and sat on the grass, in 
parcels of thirty and forty. This, there is t^asovi ta 
believe, was owing both to cold and hunger* The 
same summer many house«martins were found dead^ 
on the ground iot Norfolk, and others were so weak> 
that the cats sprang upon them, and caught tl^m asr 
they flew near the ground. A pair of ttiese birds, 
which had completed a nest under the eaves of a 
house, were botti found dead ki it before any eggs 
were laid. Froja the above circumstiinces, birda o£ 
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yme wiaaufdly scsftrcpitbr^ugfaoiSt j^m Mai- 
mer.— Zfiim* Trails. Yol« xv» parti, pp. 32^ 33. 

The AjBhermUia AtrqfkOM, or death's-head hnwfc*. 
rnoUk^ — ^Tb^ cpmnioa occarreace «f the aUerpillan 
of. the deaibVhead mqth, duritig the last two or throes 
]^oar9> ha^t b^po universally notiped; ai|d various ac<-. 
MU&te faave^sippear^d iii,the jouroab^ describiiig their 
sHze and beaaty ; hot so many of them perish intbe^ 
ebrysalis, that the moOi was less abuqdsuit The can 
IsffdUars feed upon the .flowers and leaves of the po^^ 
taio^, aod 19011 the jiuipiinQj and* it is also >saia^ 
npmk the .bmp, eld^r^ aod woody oightshi^le ;. coin-r 
oeaUng theiaselvfss, during theday^ beneath tbeleaves^ 
attd .und€^ the ground, and com^ put only in th^ 
eireidng to: feed ; by which me^s (tey aro proti^cted 
itom Ibe piercii^^ rays of the sun^ s^d fi^oni the at^^ 
^ks of tbeichn^moi448e^ XPWs^ds the wd.Q£sum?» 
VM, especially :in Septeniter,. tlj^y ai^ fuli fed* wb«a 
tihey bury IhemselveB, and be^inne pf»pas. Tl|6 moihs 
are foju^ in S^tember, tut more g^neiraily in Odon 
ber :■ they are not easily injured, and from Ihepecu^- 
Iter sound ttey emit {faintly re^mUing-tbe squeak-^ 
ittgof A mimse)^ as well as frop^ the. d^tl^sfaead 
1^lan the Umrax^ ihey yiere fonneriy oonsidcu^^d/.the 
mmmpsmi of pestileaee and of i^eath/ Thi^y.am, 
scmietimes found in jiouses, and upon the tcunkis of 
trees; a»d ia Mr. HATCHET'B.fine collection are se-^ 
yunl spe«(mt}e«is that w^^ captured in a very singular 
wHy :-*-« vessd )w«s Ijfwg at apclior off .the,co^t.o£ 
Beifmk, when a mimber of those.jgpAi^es . ci^me to,ar 
kmthom on honi^, and about a doascin of them.w?em 
kaodusd down by tb9.saik>rs. A beautiful malomotb,. 
and the caterpilkur, are figured in Plate 147 of Mil. 
GuuTis's British Entwmology. 

, Manufacture produced by Caterpillars, 

M* Hsb^urtveety t^ Municdi,, an old offiqer^ by pa-: 
itently direotittg tte labour of caterpillars nnrittiin' % 



luaitod spaee^ has succeeded in {midscing^ an eatimly 
new and very extraofditiaiy kind- of fabric. These 
caterpillars are the lanra of a butterfly known by tbe 
aataleof Tinea piiHctaia, or» according to other natu* 
ndlata, Tinea padilh. Their instinct leads them t<^ 
isonstruct above tbeoiselves a covering {ienie) of exr 
ireme'ftieness^ but nevefthelessi firin enough to bf 
ittp^ietrable by air; which covering can be -easily 
deteohed from them* The inventor has made these 
insects work on a suspended paper modcil, to which 
be gives exactly tbe form and size which he re* 
^lUires. He has thus obtained at pleasure^ among 
other articles, sqnare shawb of the dimensions of an 
til ; shawls two eUs in lei^^ and one in width ; an 
aerostatic balloon, four feet higjii, by two in borizpn^ 
tal diameter; a lady's entire dress, with sleeves, but 
withdnl setoi. When he wishes to give to the fabric 
any piescrihed lAape, he touches the limits with oil» 
Two. caterpillars, at most, are enough to produee.an 
inch sqnare of this fabric* The fabnc, although pefr 
feotly consistent, surpasses tbe finest cambric in lights 
ness. The balloon mentioned weighs less than five 
gcains. The warmth of the hand is sufficient instantly 
to inflate it; and the flami9 of a single match, held 
imder it for a few seconds, is enough to raise it to a 
very consideraMe height, whieniee it will not descend 
for half an hour. When a shawl of the siae of a 
Bqnare ell has been well stretched, it has been idqwi^ 
into the ait by means of a sqiiall pair of bellows, and 
then resembles al^t smok:e, subject to Uie sligfateat 
ngitation'Of the ataaospb^reu^; Th^ di^^ss with sleeve^ 
and without aseam> M # fis^enstreel preaented to thf^ 
Queen of. Bavaria, who. Ml Jt mounted on another 
dress, and .has worn it on-several g^eat oocasi^psw 
The threads oif which the hew nianufactcM'ejscom* 
posed, are priced one above th^ other, and glued to* 
gether ak Ou^, q<utthe;cat«rpilkur« To increase the 
thickness, wtendemfed, tj^e. caterpillars are mad^ ta 



THB NATirEll|*iSr*« M^RY 



^aafe ell in sise courts oaly eifplit franeii. 

The throstle, the rtd^wing, and flie^U'/arej, witieh 
inigrated in March, now return ; and the ring mtxH 
arrives from fhe Welsh and Scottish Alps to wialer 
fn more sheltered situations. About the middle of the 
month, the common martin disappears ; and, shortly 
afterwards, the smallest kind of swallow, the sand* 
martin, and the stone-curlew, migi^te. The Royston 
or hooded crow arrives from Scotland and the nmv 
them parts of England, being driven thence by ^Ibs 
severity of the season. The woodcocArreturns/ and is 
#ound on our eastern coasts. On the mtgralioii of 
frirds, see T. T. for 1823, pp. 906-^367, and for 18^ 
J). 271. 

Various kinds of water-Jmot now make thmr ap** 
pearance. ' While one part of the creation' (obserf«es 
M. Chateaubriand) ^ daily publishes, in the same 
places, the praise of the Creator, anotherportimi tm* 
vels to relate his wonders to the whole earth. Con* 
tiers traverse the air, glide in the waters, and speed 
their course across mountains and valleys. Thc«e, 
arriving on the wings of the Spring, enliven its niglrts 
with their songs, build their nests among its flowers^ 
and, disappearing witti tlie zephyrs, follow their mmne^ 
able country from climate to climate; those repair to 
!!fte habitation of man ; as travellers from disli^t 
climes, they claim the rights of smcient hospttalitjp. 
Sach follows his inclination in the choice of a bMl; 
4he red-breast applies at the cottage; the swmtkmn 
knocks at the palace: this daughter of a king still 
seems attached to grandeur, but to grandeur, melan* 
eboly like her fate ; she passes the summer amjid the 
ruins of Versailles, and the winter mm»^ thMe of 
lliebes. Scarcely has she disappeared, idien m %e^ 
hold ai^colony advancing upon the winds of the no«lfa» 
to supply the place of the travellers to the south, that 
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no rmimney ma; be left ioi <rar fields, ln^a hiNirjr.dajr 
of antaBua, when the north-eaat wind blows over the 
plains^ and the woods are losing the last remains oC 
their Miage, a numerons troop of wild dacks^ all 
ranged in a line^ traverse in silence a melancholy 
skj* If they perceive, while alofl in the air^, some 
Gothic castle surrounded by marshes and by forests, 
it 4s. there they prepare to descend: they wait till 
jugbt> making long evolutions over the. woods. Soon 
as the vapours of the eve enshrond the valley, with 
outstietc^d neck jand whirring wing, they suddenly 
alight on the waters which resound with their noisoi 
A gei^ral ory, succeeded by profound silence, rises 
from all the marshes. Guided by a faint Ught, which, 
perhaps, gleams through the narrow window of a 
tower, the travellers approach its walls, favoured by 
the reeds and by the darkness* There, clapping tiieir 
inings, and screaming, at intervals, amid the mttrmtur 
of the winds and of the rain, they salute the habitat 
tioAofmant 

. * One of the h^dsomest of the inhabitants of these 
soUludes, who. likewise changes her country, but 
whose peregrinations are less distant, is the water* 
ken. She appears on the border of the sedges, buries 
herself in their labyrinths, appears, and vanishes 
af aim, uttering a low, savage cry : she passes fioai 
simplicity to grandeur, from the hut of some indigent 
Felagns to the ditch of the neighbouriog palace* She 
is fond of perching on the coats of arms, sculptured 
on the walls* When she remains motionless on them» 
yon would take her, with her sable plumage and the 
white patch.on her head, for an emblazoned bird« fal^ 
len from the escutcheon of ap anciaat knight At 
the JEipproach of spring, she retires to unfreqqoated 
streams ; she seeks the trunk of some willow, whicb^ 
like a flower-pot, shoots forth the golden-rod and the 
larkspur, sprung from seed wafted thithw by the 
wiadA» . A root, undermined by the waters, affords an 
asylom to the wanderfor; she there conceals herself 

Bb 
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frem every tiyt to aocomi^ish the gnuid law of Nt^re* 
The coBTolvalus, the mosses^ the water maiden-hair^ 
suspend dri^ries of verdure btfore her nest/ iQ 
order to present to her only pleasing images; the 
cress and the lentil supply her with a ddioate food ; 
the softnumnuringof the water soothes ber ear^ bean- 
ttfid inseets piesent themselves to her eye; and tiie 
Naiads of the stream, the more completely to conceal 
this yoaUiful* mother, plant around h^r their distaflb 
of reeds, covered wiUi-empm*pIedwooL ^ 

' Among. these travellei^ from the northy these are 
some who habituate themselves to our manners, and 
lefiiseto retnni to their native land i sem^ like the 
companions 61 Ulys^s, are captivated by the deli* 
cioQssweet^'of certain firuits; oUierS, likethi»4esert* 
ers -from the vessel of the British circnmnavigator, 
are seduoed by enchantresses who detain them ifr their 
islands* Most of ttiem^ ho^ever^ leave nd after a Re- 
sidence of some months; they at^^ attached to the 
winds and the storms which tarnish the polidiof the 
waves, and driver to them that prey which wonld 
escape them in transparent waters ; they love none 
tmt onknown- retreats, and make t4e circuit cf Hie 
globe by a round of solitudes. 
' 'It is not alwaya in^roops fbat these birds visit 
Mr habitations* Scmettm^^s two beauteous sttas^evs, 
awhile as snow^ arrive with the frosts : they descend in 
lbe« miAM; of a heath, on an open place, where it is 
fm)l^sible<to approach them without being perceiv- 
ed ; after resting a few hours, they again soar above 
the clouds. You hasten to the spot from which they 
tteparled, and find nothing but a few feathers, the 
only marks of their parage, already dispersed* by the 
iwind< . Happy the men> who, like the swan, have 
.quitted the earth, without leaving bebiad thew any 
other relics, or any ot6er memorialiitban a tewfsa* 
tbbr$ from their wing6 ! 

* Concordances with the scenes of Nattfte, or rea- 
sons of utHitylo man, determine the^ditferent mfgra^ 
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tions of ammals. The birds fhat appear in the modthfi 
of storms have dismal voices and savage manners^ 
Kke the season which brings them ; they come not to 
be heard, but to listen : there is something in the dnil 
roaring of the woods that charms their ears. The 
trees, which monmfnlly wave their leafless snmmits^ 
bear only black legions, which have associated for 
the winter; they have their sentinels and their ad* 
ranced guards: frequentljr a crow, who has seen tL 
hundred winters, the ancient Sybil of the deserts, 
who has survived severalgenerations, remains singly 
perched o^ an oak which has grown old with her ; 
there, while all her sisters maintain a profound si- 
lence, motionless, and, as it were, full of thought, shd 
delivers prophetic monosyllables, from time to time, 
to the winds. It Is very remarkable, that the teal; 
the duck, the goose, the woodcock, the plover, th6 
lapwiiig, which serve lis for food, all arrive when the 
earth is bare ; while, on the contrary, tfie/of eijrn birdS 
by which we are visited in the season of fVuits, admi^ 
nister only to our pleasures ; they are musicians sent 
to heighten the delights of our banquets* We must, 
however, except a few, such as tne quail and the 
wood-pigeon, the season for taking which does not 
commence till after the harvest, and which fatten on 
our com, that they may afterwards supply our tables. 
Thus, the birds of winter are the manna of the rude 
northern blasts, as the nightingales are the gift of the 
zephyrs : let the wind blow from whatever point of 
"the horizon it will, it is sure to bring us a preseirt 
from Providence/ 



fOndiig. tke months of October, Novembfir, and />€- 
.umb^. Mi tiie fall of Jthe leaf^ iaseclks become less na«> 
IMKOHS^ bjafejnany of the Hemiptara may be foood ill 
iiQo4s» by beating the fems and underwood, ahio 
4M»y Yorybeanlifiil Timm9»i Torirk^s; and aqu^^ 
ioam^ may be taken in ponds> in fioat nnmbAni; 
Roots of grass^ decayed trees, &c. may again b^ r^r 
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sorted to.—SauumelU's Introduction to BrUish Enio* 
motogyt p. 316. 

d^all Of tj^e Eeaf. 

Hie leaves of trees and shrabs^ havii^r lasted the 
Jtime allotted them by nature, shrink and drop off« 
prodociog annnally the phenomenon called the/ £aJl 
of the leaf/ With respect to ttie canse of this, it is 
safficient at present to say, that each leaf falls be-^ 
canse it is weakened or dead, and also because it is 
separated by an action in the living branch from 
which it grew* The bare death of a 1^ is not snffi^ 
cimt to cause its fall ; for when both leaf and plant 
are killed by lightning, by a cutting wind, or by any 
other sadden canse, the dead leaf will adhere tena<» 
cionsly to ihedemd branch. There are some plants 
which it is very difficult to preserve by drying m the 
Qsnal manner, because their leaves all separate; and 
iforthis reason, they become dead sooner than, the 
parts from which they grow, and these puts retain 
vital action enough to throw them off. The remedy, 
however^ is simple; imitate the stroke of lightnings 
or whatever will at once Hll the whole plant : all wul 
then die together, and consequently the dead branch 
will have no power to cast off the dead leaf. The 
remedy is to dip the specimen in boiling water be-* 
fore committing it to paper. The heaths, especially, 
are said to require this treatment, as do also the suc- 
culent plants, though on a somewhat different ac- 
count; for as the latter can live almost independent 
of roots, they continue to vegetete during the usual 
process of drying, and it is not uncommon to find 
them, when pressed in books, roraaitng ihim^h the 
whole process of flowering, and even producing seeds. 
Brown mentions that the leaves of the MMoihaomeim 
< which are not succulent indeed, bvt semsiUettfee 
those of the sensitive plant) will s]N«ad and eo»- 
4ract, after they have bera in paper for a menlii or 
six weeks* . 
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-to becoie.prifidpal cinDomstwee. conoectod.witblbe 
dmtb. ftiid fall o£ the: leaf; and hence it. is, that 
^^uropeaa trees grown in the doutbern bemi^pbei^ 
c»st thdr leaves a^ the approach of winter tbero, 
ivfaich is about Ibe same peariod c^ the jrear that they 
pat tliem forth ki their own climate. > 

Some birds cast tibeir feathers.all at once, aii4 in 
consequence, bdng unable tofly»are caught intgrc^t 
fiiimba»* These may be compared to most tree9:i)a 
oov.npims, which part with their leaves in a few 
iiseka, asid remain bare till, the lollowjii^ spiioi^ 
But in most birds the casting and renewing of Ui^ir 
ioathersis a gradual proceas; and when the change i^l 
going on, no incbnT»niem;e from want of clothing is 
£Blt by the animal ; as idthongh it is constantly Ictwig 
fisme of.its old plumage, an equal quantity of newis 
oomii^p fonvard to supply its.place. 

Now,. in farees in hot couirtries the .leaves .ans 
dmnged, itholngh not so often as with nsi, but theKe 
is no general ^onlting. The trees are constantly 
losing leaves, but as constantly repairing thelc^s ; so 
that they are always clothed, and pres^oitno change 
that tan be denominated the *fall of the leaf.' 
,: With .respect to the cokmr of leaves, it is almost 
unnecessary ;to say ihat in most plants it is green; 
bm in. vdiffeient species the green varies much in in* 
ten^ty^ . Some plants have .tt friiage. coloured. very 
diffiermitly from greeny and many, whose leaves ar0 
of this colour on the upper surface, are of a different 
Imw on? the under. Scarcely any plant has a mof0 
beantiful, satiny, deep green above than the sbjnk)g«; 
kaved: kegmmy but bontath it is universally reddish^ 
aad travwsed in every diseotion by reticuktted dark-f 
red veins* Some spades have imtucally several cor 
louni in Ihefsaneleaf, and by art and culture this cir«> 
oomstanee is rendered frequent, as may. be observed 
in Uie nmny variegated plants of sbrubberies and 
This variegation, wMch m^y be oonsideied, 
Bb2 
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BB a sort of difiease, is miicli more comoioo im {petals 
than in coittmon leaTes, and hence the ^idlegs .sa- 
tieties of the telip, hyacinth, &c. Red u a very 
4)onimon colour in Uie leaves of many plants, when 
they begin to decay, and in some long before they 
fall; as in the common dog- wood, t^ Virginiaa 
creeper, many species of the rose, &c. 

The changes of colour in the leaves of plants, es- 
|>ecially of trees, which take place in autumn, are 
familiar to every one, but are more particularly in- 
teresting to the eye of the painter, and the contem- 
plation of the moralist. The one finAs in them some 
of the best subjects for the warmth and beauty .of 
his pencil; the other contrasts these changmg leav-^ 
with the races of men, which having flomrished throngb 
the spring and sammer of life^ fall at last, in the au- 
tumn of their existence, into decay, and are swept 
by the wintry breath of age into the tomb, and are 
no more found. Trees have thus be^i ever consi- 
dered as emblems of humaa life, and, inallages^ 
affecting views and compari£(ons have been drawn of 
their progress from debility and infancy to youth, 
strength, maturity, and inevitable final decay. Tbe 
heathen and the atheist have found in th^oi emblems 
of eternal oblivion, to which they suppose man with 
all his high-bom hopes is to be consigned. As the 
leaves of the tree fall and perish for ever, so they n^ 
present that, when manretums to his mother eaith,it 
is «nly to mingle with the nnthinking material eles* 
ments ; that never more shall he be conscious of es> 
istence; and that he, his virtues, and his crimes, 
sink into irrevocable annihilation. Yet as no partis 
cle of matter is ever lost, though itjnay undergo a 
thousand changes of the most extraordinary kixid^ 
so we may rest satisfied that mnd is equally ind&^ 
structible; and though it beimpossiUe for us to trace 
itsffight or n^odifications after death, there is no 
reailon far a moment to question its futwre ejostotce, 
and its mmorfa^. Eveiy thi^ revealed waA ja« 
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tieoal teftoher^s that the soul is desimed to mwr^e 
*Ae wi^eisk of elements aod crash of worids/ «iid 
that it joQ^ go on in inereasing knowled^ and hap^ 
ptness for ever. 

All IS in -change — yet there is nothing lost: * 

The dew beoames the essenee of the flower r 

Wliieh feeds the insect of the Minnjr boar — . / 

Now leaf; uow pinion ;— though the hills were tost 

By the wild whirlwinds, like the summer dust, 

Would not an atom perish ; — Nature's power ' ' 

Knows not annihilation, and her dower 

Is uBiveraiU FitneMi never crost. f 

Is all eternal save the mind of man-^ 

The masterpiece and glory of the whole, 

Thie wonder of creation ? — Is a span 

To limit the dnration of the soul*— * 

To drop ere its career is well begun, % 

Like a prpud steed far distant from the goal !' 

Mamtgtmttd of Bulb* in Wat0t'Obu$es* ; 

There are various methods of managing thes^ 
elegant ornaments to the parlour or drawing-roonrl 
Sometimes a large vessel two or three feet in diame^ 
ter, and a foot deep, has a cover fitted to it ; in thid 
cover are holes (the largest towards the centre) . in 
concentric circles, on which to place a collection of 
bulbs, from the crocus, which is placed outside, to 
the strongest polyanthus, or narciss, which' when iif 
flower forms the apex of the cone in the centre. Some^ 
times a cone, or semi-globe, or semi-dome, is formed 
by tin troughs six or eight inches deep, and not wider 
than two inches, to which covers with holes fdr the 
balbs are fitted. This construction admits of placfiif^ 
bulbs in horizontal rows rising above one another to 
flie apex of the cone or dome. The bulbs may eitiietr 
be mixed, or of the same species but of different ya-^ 
rieties, as a cone of many different sorts of hyacinths^ 
another of narcissi, tnlips, &c. The cases beingfllled 
with water, and the bulbs placed over the holes^ the 

■ ' ' .... - . • I . I . I ll I 4.H 

f JlriiiPieiid'».ftot BteptiQ Botevy. pp. IAS, etscfi. Sec^n^ iM<l«#f^ 
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wii^le con dKiirid then hd aeaflgr coyeitd wilbjpmeli 
mms, so as to show oidy a part of tho necka.of ttie 
baths. They wiU grow beaatifally; aad n^ontlba 
flower-stalks can no longer support theaiselTCS^ tharo 
is a wire ring to each trough about six inches aboTe 
. its surface^ and another time inches ahoire that, to 
which they, as well as any weak leaves^can be tied. 
The water in each trough can be renewed, without 
disturbing the bulbs, by a small cock which points 
to the inside of the cone or dome; and to thewhcrfe 
there is a tin bottom to c<dket aay drops of water 
which may escape from leakage or otherwise. The 
inyeation of this mode is by some attributed to a 
Dutchman, and by others to a Russian, it ha^iag been 
diiefly displayed in smne of the palaces at Peters- 
burg. The general mode of planting bulbs on water 
is by flower-gkuses, well known to every one. There 
are two sorts ; one ^ with darkened glass, wMeh is best 
for the roots, as excluding the light; and the pUier 
with bright giass^ which showai to the spectator &e 
progress of them. Here each bulb is grown by 
itself, and when its flower, stem, or leaves, require 
support* one or more props are affixed to the base in 
which the glass is placed. All sorts of bulbs may 
most probably be blown on water; but those chiefly 
so blown are the hyacinth^ polyanthus, narciss,eaxt|( 
iuUp, Persian iriSi crocus, and a few others. Tho 
eolchicum, Guernsey lily» saffron (t^rocus, and some 
other autumnal bulbs, will also flower very well in this 
way : the variegated colcMcum^ when it is proliAo 
m flowers, has a very fine appearance. 

The season for placing the bulbs on water may bo 
at my period after they have been matured;. but the 
most usual time with spring bulbs is Oc/o6sr, and 
from that vnonth to February; and with autumnal 
bulbs* August and September. Planting in earth for a 
few weeks such bulbs as are to be blown on water* is 
the best mode of causing them to protrude roots freely* 
which* when they ar^ placed on water at once* is not 
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MlwmfBrAm earn. Wimmm therMte am m qMiter 
orf. ate inch in length, take tbem ont of the earth, waah 
liiem gently so as not to^ injare the radicles, and theft 
place them on flie water. 

It is not essential that bolbs on water should he 
ptaced in aiach heat, for the principal stimnlns to a 
fiew-plantod bnlb is thenoistare; and iftheroomin 
which the glasses are placed be kept to 41S'ot48^^ 
that will promote their vegetation for some time as 
much as 10^ or Id'' higher. When the iower-stemhas 
risen an inch or two, then the heat may be consider^ 
ably increased: that is, the glasses may be movied 
from a room without a fire to one where a fire is kept» 
and where the temperature will generally be found 
b^ween 55** and 65"^. Here they will advance with 
considerable rapidity, especially if plaeed on astMHi 
or stage near a window of sooth or south-east aspect* 
They will blow, however, without any sua; but the 
colours of the flowers will be inferior. It is a remarks 
ftUe circumstance with respect to the crocus, that its 
petals expand during a tolerably bright candle- or 
lamp light, in the same way as they do during the 
light of the sun. If the candle be removedy tke cro^* 
cuses dose their petals, as they do in the garden 
when a cloud obscures the sun; and when- the avH<- 
ficial light is restored, they open again as they do 
with the return of the direct solar lays. 

Those who keep bulbs on water are often at aloss 
when. to change it. Tiiere is no fixed time for this 
purpose: the principle is to keep the water swuet and 
pure. In a temperatore of 45° or48^, wb^athe bulbs 
ave jiewly planted, this will be effected fby ohanging 
<i&ce a week : at 00®, and the glass nearly- filled with 
loots, the water will get putrid and show a mfuddi* 
ness in two or three days or less, and whenever it 
does so it ought to be changed. The operation of 
changing is easily done by one person, when the 
roots are only an inch or two long ; but after the 



THJI NATUAAUfCa MARY 



4awav*itoiM are of sottie iMgtk, and tbe Tootoi Marly 
at the bottom of tlie glass, .two petsoiia beooine re« 
misite ; one to take out tbe \mlb aad kold it, aad to 
dip its roots once or twice in a Tesartof cleai^ w^teati 
to clelw (hem alittte; and another to empty and lilkse 
out the glass, and refill it with water* It is esiientihi 
that the water used for renewal or for. rinsing the 
roots, should be of the s4me tempenitare as that 
which it is to replace ; andtiiiscon easily be done, by 
keeping it a day or two in atoOm o£ similar teotqiera* 
tme, air pooring a little bdt water into eold watery and 
proTing it with a thermometer. Whether the water 
be hard or soft is of no great consequence, bat . 9oft 
or rain water is con^dered preferable. 

jPorcsd bulbs are seldom good for any thing aflerr 
wardfiw . However, those wli^ wish to preserM them, 
may immerse flmn wholly in water for a few weeks, 
and then, having taken them np and dried them in the 
^ado fog a few.daiys, ttiey may be planted in a gqod 
soil, when they will sometimes ftswer :the second 
yean It does not cleaily appear fli what wa^4^ 
water operates when the bulb is wholly immersed; 
but it is certain that balba sotreated.imarease iasize 
and solidity by it, and have aa incomparably b^ter 
ohaace of flowering the second yesa, than tibose 
which have. not been so treated. Most probably 
their total immersion enables them to obtain a greater 
proportion of oxygen from the water. 

Nosegays A»M have the water, in lihich their 
ends are inserted, changed on the saa^e|viiU3iple as 
bulbbos roots; and a much faded ndsega^ ojr^one 
dried np,, may often be recovered for. a ^tiihc^ Iqr 
:COveriBg it with a crystal bell or cap, or by substitn^ 
4ilig warm water. for cold.-«-6r6en-itottS6 Canqujuiunh 
Second Edition, p. 251. 
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[From the French of M<to. Ainutble Taiia, by L. £. L.] 

' * VnSawrj%wf4Uthamu»4i^^ff\mttltrun9hr€mah€ de umie turunrttmeau, 
H it attachtr unc idic d chaqtu feuille, qiu U cmtratU cn^rotTUtt^.'—ChHteai^- 
britfna. 

The boar was fair, but A cttalnhV dying 
Was upon leaf, and flow V» and tree ; 
Hie suAsmne witli the season flyings 
, . As I COQ14 feel toy life from me^ 

Beside an aged tnink reclining, 
AU other darker days forgot, i.^ 

. , Tbe leaves fell, and tbe waves went pining,*-* 
Lost in my <ireams, I marked them not. 

' from the old wittow o'er me bending,. 

My handiUiiconscious, stripped a bough ; / 

Then watched I the light leaves descending, 
Boiiie on by the blue current's flow. 

I^lesse it hath the yaguest dreamipiif,-^ / 

From their course sought I to divine ; 
And mid those o'er the waters streaming ' 

' Chose I one for my fortune's sign. -^ 

SkiiQr-like it flowed with peace before it, ] 

Till choice of mine upon it fell, — 
• Then rudely prest tbe wifd waves o'er it — 
If ionk: I chose mine enblem well I 

* Another leaf! to some hope clinging, 

Amirade might guard its way ; 
Twas my lute's fate— the wind past, flinging 
My oracle, my hope away. 

To the wave where my fortunes leave me 
My genius pass^ with tibe gale x , 
Shall I trust to it, to bereave me , 

. Of dearer vow? — ^my sy^irits tail. ^ 

.£'en while at itg own wed^aeiss blushing, - • r^ 

>Iy , sick bear^ sinks b^qea^ its fear; 
That heart b weak, and dark clouds rushing. 

Are all its omens bid appear. 

Down from my band the gr^en bough faliif g, ; 

I leave the willow and the stream ; 
Yet ^titl their omens drear recalling, 

Those prophet leaves haunt ibidnigfat's dream. 
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Aceaimi cf the Wild Piobon of America. 

[By M. Aadebert.] 

The immense flocks of these birds, which are ob- 
served in autumn, ahnost surpass belief; and yet 
the account here given is too well authenticated 
to be disputed, being communicated by a gentleman 
who has passed five and twenty years of his life 
among the wilds and woods of North America, in 
pursuit of the interesting study of Ornithology: the 
results of his useful labours will shortly, we under- 
stand, be submitted to the British public, under the 
immediate patronage of His Majesty. 

Before sunset, says M. Audebert, I reached Louis- 
ville, distant from Hardensburgh fifty-five miles, 
where the pigeons were still passing, and this con- 
tinued for three days in succession. The people 
were indeed all up in arms, and shooting on all sides 
at the passing flocks. The banks of the river were 
crowded with men and children, for here the pigeons 
flew rather low as they passed the Ohio. This gave 
a fair opportunity to destroy them in great numbers. 
For a week or more, the population spoke of nothing 
but pigeons, and fed on no other flesh but that of 
pigeons. The whole atmosphere, during this time, 
was strongly impregnated with the smell appertain- 
ing to their species. 

It may not, perhaps, be out of place to attempt an 
estimate of the number of pigeons contained in one 
of these mighty flocks, and the quantity of food daily 
consumed by its members. *The inquiry will show 
the astonishing bounty of the Creator in his works, 
and how universally this bounty has been granted to 
every living thing on that vast continent of America, 
We shall take, for example, a column of one mile 
in breadth, which is far below the average size, and 
suppose it passing over us without interruption for 
three hours, at the rate of one mile pc^r minute. 
This will give us a parallelogram of one hundred 
and eighty piites by one, covering one hundred and 
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eighty square miles; and allowing two pigeons to the ' 
sqaare yard^ we have one billion, one hundred and 
fifteen milUonSy one hundred and thirty -six thousand 
pigeons in one flock; and as every pigeon consames 
full half a pint of food per day, the quantity must 
be eight miltions, seven hundred and twelve thousand 
bushels per day, which is required to feed such a 
flock. 

As soon as these birds discover a sufficiency of food 
to entice them to alight^ they fly round in circles^ 
reviewing the country below^ and, at this time^ exhibit 
their phalanx in all the beauties of their plumage*; 
now displaying a large glistening sheet of bright 
azure^ by exposing their backs to view, and> sud- 
denly veering, they exhibit a mass of rich deep purple. 
They then pass lower over the woods^ and are lost 
among the foliage for a moment^ but they reappear 
as suddenly above ; after which they alight, and, as 
if affrighted^ the whole again take towing with a roar 
equal to loud thunder^ and wander swiftly through 
the fprest to see if danger is near. Impelling hunger, 
however, soon brings then^v all to the ground, and 
then they are se^n industriously throwing up the 
fallen leaves to seek for the last beech-nut or acorn ; 
the rear ranks continually rising, passing over, and 
alighting in front in such quick succession, that the 
whole still bears (he appearance of being on the wing. ; 
The quantity of ground thus swept up, or, to use a 
French expression, moissonnie, is astonishing ; and 
sb clean is the work, that gleaners never find it worth 
their while to follow where the pigeons have been. 
On such occasions, when the woods are thus filled 
with them, they are killed ip imniense numbers, vet 
witliout any apparent diminution. During the mid- 
dle of the day, after their repast is finished, th^ whole 
settle on the trees to enjoy rest, and digest their food ; 
but as the sun sinks in the horizon, they depart en . 
masse for the roosting-placc, not nnfrequently hun- 
dreds of miles off, as has been ascertained by per-^ 

CO 
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sons keeping account of tbeir arrival and of their de* 
parture from their curious roostih^-pHceSt to which 
I must now conduct the reader. 

To one of those general nightly rendezvous, not 
far from the banks of Green River in Kentucky, I 
paid repeated visits. It was^ as is .almost always 
the case, pitched in a portion of the forest where the 
trees were of great magnitude of growth, but with 
little underwood. I rode through it lengdiwise up- 
wards of forty miles, and crossed it indinpientparU^ 
. ascertaining its width to be rather more than Qap^ 
miles. My first view of it was about a fortnight sub* 
sequent to the period when they hadchosen this ^polt, . 
and I arrived there nearly two hours before the ^setting 
of the sun. ' Few pigeons were then to be seep, birt. 
a great number of persons with borses^nd waggOM, 
guns, and ammunition, bad ajlready estiabUshea ^r 
ferent camps on the borders. T'wo farmers from th^. 
neighbourhood ofRusselsville, distant more thaft one, 
hundred miles, had driven upwards of three hundrejd 
hogs to be fattened on pigeon meat; and here and 
there the people, employed in picking and salting 
what had already been procured, were s^n sitting in 
the centre of large piles of those birdi^, all proving 
to me that the number resorting there at n%htmustb|9i 
immense, and probably consisting of all those tibeb 
feeding in Indiana, some distance beyond Jefierson-* 
Tille, and not less than one hundred and fifty miles off« 
The dung of the birds was severf^l inches deep»' CO* 
Tering the whole extent of the roosting-place like ^ 
bed of snow. Many trees two feet in diameter I 
observed were broken at no great distance from the : 
ground, and the branches of many of the largest 9^ 
tallest so much so, that the desolation already esJii- 
bited equalled that performed by a furious tornado- 
As the time elapsed, I saw each of the anx^q^ pf^* 
sons about to prepare for actipn; some with sulj^qr 
in iron pots. Others with torches of pine knots, many 
with poles, and the rest with guns double and treble 
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charged. The sun was lost to oiir view, yet iiot fei 
pigeon bad yet arrived,— but all of a sudden I heard 
a cry of 'Here they come!* The noise whifch they 
Biade, though distant, reminded me of a hard gale at 
sea, passing trough the rigging of a close-reefed 
vessel. As the birds arrived, and passed over me, I 
felt a current of air that surprised me. Thousands 
were soon knocked down by thepolemen. The cur- 
rent of birds^ however, still kept increasing. The fires 
were lighted, Slnd a most magnificent, as well as won- 
tfferful and terrifying sight was before me. The pi- 
ffeons, coming in by millions, alighted every where 
one on the top of another, until masses of them, re- 
semblmg hanging swarms of bees as large as hogs- 
beads, were formed on every tree in all directions. 
These heavy clusters were seen to give way, as the 
supporting branches, .breaking down with a crash, 
caiM to the ground, killing hundreds of those which 
obstructed iheir fall, forcing down other equally large 
and heavy groups, and rendering the whole a scene 
of uproar and of distressing confusion. I found it 
quite useless to speak, or even to shout, to those per- 
sons nearest me. TOie reports even of the different 
guns were seldom heard, and I knew only of their 
going off by seeing die owners reload then^. 

No person dared venture within the line of devas- 
tation, and the hogs had been penned up in due time, 
the picking up of the dead and wounded sufferers be- 
ing left for the next moming^s operation. Still the 
pigeons were constantly coming, and it was past mid- 
night before I perceived a decrease in the number of 
those thatanived. The uproar continued, however, 
the whole night ; and as I was anxious to know to 
what distance the sound reached, I sent off a man, 
who, by his habits in the woods, was able to tell me, 
two hours afterwards, that at three miles he heard it 
distinctly. Towards the approach of day the noise 
rather subsided; but long ere objects were at all dis- 
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tingnishable, fbe pigeons began to move 6ff in a di- 
rection quite different from that in which tiiey arrived 
the day before, and at sunrise none that were able to 
fly remained. The bowlings of the wolves now 
reached onr ears, and the foxes> the lynx» the cougars, 
bears, raccoons, opossums, and polecats, were seen 
sneaking off the spot; whilst the eagles and hawks 
of different species, supported by a horde of bu^ 
zards and carrion crows, came to supplant them, 
and reap the benefits of this night of destruction. 
It was then that I, and all those present, began onr 
(mtry among the dead and wounded sufferers. They 
.were picked up in great numbers, until each had so 
.many as could possibly be disposed of; and after- 
wards the hogs and dogs were let loose to feed on 
the remainder. — Brewster's Journal of Science. 

The following marine pictures we introduce into our 
Diary as an agreeable relaxation for those idle per- 
sonages who may happen to find themselves at the 
idlest of all sojourns, a watering place on ttie English 
coast. 

To a SEk'^EED, picked up after a Storm. 

Exotic ! — from the soil no tiller ploughs, 

Save the rode surge ; — fresh stripling from a grove. 
Above whose tops the wild sea monsters rove ; 

-*Have not the genii harboured in thy boughs. 

Thou filmy piece of wonder !— have not those 
Who still the tempest for thy rescue strove. 
And stranded thee thus fair, the might to prove 

Of spirits, that the caves of ocean house? 

How else, from capture of the giant-spray. 
Hurt-free escapest thou, slight ocean-flower ? 

—As if Arachne wove, thus faultless lay 
The full-developed forms of fairy-bower ; 

— >Who that beholds thee thus, nor with dismay 
Recalls thee struggling thro' the storm's dark hour' ! 

' Poems and Translations from Schiller. 
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A Calm at Sba. 

[By J. G. Percival, M.D*.] 

Xhe night is clear, , 

The sky is fair, 
The wave is resting on the ocean ; 

And far and near 

The silent ur 
Just lifts the flag with faintest motion. 

There is no gale 

To fill the sail, 
No wind to heave the carting billow ; 

The streamen droop. 

And trembling stoop. 
Like bottgbs that crown, the weeping willow. 

From. off the shore 

Is heard the roar 
Of waves in softest motion rolling ; ' 

The twfilkktidg stars 

And whispering aks 
Are all to peace the heart controlling. 

The moon is bright, 

Her ring of light, 
In silver, paleii the bloe of Heaven, 

Or tints with gold. 

Where tightly rolled. 
Like fleecy snow, the rack is driven. 

How calm apd clear 

The silent air I 
How smooth and still the glassy ocean ! 

While stars above 

Seem lamps of love. 
To light the temple of devotion. 



J%e Mejktino o/* Ships. 

When o*er the silent seas alone 
e'er days and nights we've cheerless gone, 
Oh ! they whoVe felt it, know how sweet 
Some sonny morn a sail to meet. 



' An Americati bard of high promise : see his * Poems,' 2 vols, re- 
printed by that spirited publisher, Mr. Miller, in 1894. 
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* Sbip a hoy r oar joyfal cfy ; 
SpariLling at once in ev'ry eye, 

While, answering back, the sounds we hear, 

* Ship a hoy! what cheer, what cheer f 

Then sails are backed, we nearer come ; 

Kind words are said of friends and home: 

And soon, too soon, we part with pain, . 

To sail o'er silent seas ag;ain. T. moorb. 

Vatjftins. 

As I approached the hot and steaming beach. 
The waves, that from the cliff's top had appeared 
Small as the circles on a quiet pond 
Made by a dipping fly, were now of strength 
To make an anchored boat rock to and fro 
With slow, full swing ; the pleasanter to him 
Who loves to dally with them, and to ride 
Their swelling backs. There is a luxury 
That city feasters and room-keeping souls, 
And those that shiyer if a breath of air 
Thread their close folded garments, cannot know. 
When on a summer's day, mom, noon, or eye, 
The bather stands retired beside clear stream. 
Or ever-whispering beach, and, one by one, 
. Throws off his heating garments, stopping oil 
To coot, and watch the swelling waves, or stream 
Crisping and sparkling ; till, the last thin screen 
Cast by, he stands an instant, firee as first 
Adam, ere sin brought shame; then he looks down 
A moment on the enticing waters ; longs 
To leap, yet almost wishes to delay 
The certain joy ; — now a few steps retires ; — 
Draws one full breath ; — ^bounds lightly on, and springs. 

Then for the plunge — ^the sinking down— the boom 
Of waters closing o'er his head — the rise 
To air and light again — the auick rebound 
Of the dashed waves;— and tnen the outstretched limbs, 
Easily poising him, or oaring on. 
As fancy wills : — now motionless he floats. 
With arms thrown back, and swelling chest, and eyes 
Gazing awhile upon the glorious sky, 
A double pleasure ;— bow with quick stroke turns; 
On this side, and on that, cuts smoothly on; — 
Now prone, and now supine: — with head erect 
He treads the waters now as on the land ; 
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Now plong^es down, and divet along beneath 
The waves^ that tell not of his tnusk below ; 
Anon emerges at some distant spot 
To take fresh breath, and wanton o'er and o'er, 
Till, satiate and cool, he comes, at last. 
Dripping and glistening to the shore or bank. 

ATHERSTONE. 

A solitary evening walk by the sea-side is thus ex- 
quisitely described- by England's master-poet»— the 
lamented and matchless Byron : — 

It is the cooling air, jast when the rounded 
Red san sinks down behind the azare hill, 

Which then seems as if the whole earth it bounded. 
Circling all nature, hushed and dim and still. 

With the far mountain-crescent half surrounded 
On one side, and the deep sea calm and chill 

Upon the other, and the rosy sky 

With one star sparkling through it like an eye. 



■ So we 



Glide along the smooth and hardened sand. 

And in the worn and wild receptacles 
Worked by the storms, yet worked as it were planned 

In hollow halls, with sparry roofs and cells 
We turn to gaze-— 

upon the glittering sea. 
And see the broad moon rise circling, 
'And hear the waves that splash^ 

At such a moment as this^ we may truly say» with 
the same unriyalled poet, — 

We are alone, but not alone as they. 
Who, shut in chambers, think it loneliness; 

The SILENT OCEAN, and the starlight bay — 
The twilight glow which momently grows less — 

The voiceless sands and dropping caves do lie 
Around us— 
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THIS was named^ as^ the preceding months, ac- 
cording to the station which it occupied in tiie Ro- 
malean calendar ; it was the ninth. The sign Sagit- 
tarim was appropriated ta tlus month. 

laematiiafile 9a^ 

/ii NOVBBIBER IdSS. 
I. ^ALL SAINTS. 

This festival served to commemorate all those 
saints and martjrrs to whom no separate day had 
been assigned. An account of an extraordinary ex- 
hibition at Lisbon, on this day^ may be seen in our 
last vol. p. 345. Hallowe'en is the eve of this day^ 
on which many superstitious ceremonies are still ob* 
served in distant parts of the United Kingdom: see our 
former volumes. 

Loaves of the Dead. — On the day after the festival 
of All Saints, at Bonneval and its environs, the 
bakers make long loaves or rolls, about half the 
thickness of a man^s fist, which are called pains aux 
morts, or rolls of the dead ; they are composed of 
flour and milk, and are eaten at breakfast, on this 
day, in almost every family. 

2. ^ALL SOULS. 

This festival was instituted in the ninth century. 
The business of the day was to pray for sonls de- 
tained in purgatory. The name is retained in our 
almanacks, because some tenures issue on the day. 

5.-— KING WILLIAM LANDED. 

This king landed November 5, 1688, althoogfa, aa 
Burnet informs ns, his greal anxiety was to land on 
the 4th.— See T.T. for 1826, p. 206. 

5. — POWDER PLOT. 

This day is kept to commemorate the diabolical 
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attempt of tbe Papists to blow up the Parliament 
House. SeeT.T. for 1814, p. 280; and T.T. for 
1826, p. 267. 

6. — SAINT LEONARD, 

A French nobleman of great piety and benevolence, 
who died in tbe year 500. He was, literally, the pa- 
tron of captives. 

9.— LORD mayor's day. 

Until the year 1214, the chief magistrates of Lon- 
don were appointed for life. The title of lord, In 
{addition to that of mayor, was first granted by 
Richard II to Walworth, who slew Wat Tyler. -^See 
our previous volumes; particularly that for 1&26, 
p. 268. 

. 11. — SAINT MARTIN 

Was born in Hungary in 316, and was chosen Bi- 
shop of Tours in the year 374. He had the reputa- 
tion of great zeal, piety, and meekness ; and died at 
the age of eighty-four. — In reference to.Saint Hubert 
and Saint Martin, some ingenious observations are 
made by a French antiquary, which illustrate ttie 
conformity between ancient and modem ceremonies. 
In the early part of November, he remarks, the Ro- 
mans celebrated the solemnity of the Lupercalia in 
honour of Pan, that this god might preserve their 
flocks from the wolves, who, finding no food at this 
season of the year, were driven by hunger to seek 
th'e inmates of the shepherd's fold. Arrian tells us, 
that among the Celts there was a feas^ in honour of 
Diana, in which the Gauls, after returning from the 
chase, offered one of the animals they had taken as 
a sacrifice, and terminated the day^s sport with feast- 
ing and revelry. As something like Obis custom is 
stUl in use in France, we may say that Saint Hubert 
' is only another name for the Pagan goddess. The 
Greeks celebrated the Anthesteria in honour of Bac- 
chus, treating one another, and giving entertainments, 
at which the servants were sea^ with their mastem. 
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and matttsJly pledged each other in alovfhg cap^' as 
is stQl done, in France, at the feast of St. Martin. 

The Romans celebrated their Dionysia In honour 
of Bacchus, who was also called Dionydus ; the 
peasants and the vine-dressers holding this festival 
at the close of the vintage: at this period, games 
were celebrated, and they ran about the streets with 
crowns of ivy on their heads, and the vine-leaved 
th3n^sus in their hands. Of these customs,. the feast- 
ing and debauchery of Martinmas alone remain 
among the vine-dt^ssers and mechanies of tti0 pre- 
sent day. It is still the custpm, in many small to\viis 
in France, for the workmen to go to their masters 
who employed them during the year, to ask for St. 
MartifCs wine, which is usually cpmpounded for by 
a little money, scarcely ever refosea, and which ena- 
bles them to perpetuate tiie celebration < of the little 
tbat remains of the Anthesteria and Dionysia. 

13. SAINT BRITIUS 

Was a native of Toiirs, educated under St. Martin, 
and afterwards his successor. He died A.D. 444. 

16. — SAINT MACHUTUS. 

ISaint Machutus, or Maclou, was son of Went, a 
noble Briton; he died on this day, A.D. 680, be- 
ing thm 180 years old. See T.T. for 1826, p« 232. 

17. — SAINT HUGH, 

Bishop of Lincoln, died in the year 1200. There 
is every reason to believe that he was a man of learn- 
ing and piety. 

20. — ^EDMUND, KING AND MARTYR, . 

. Was the last titular king of Ea^t Anglja, and a 
tributary king to EUieldred. He is ^aid to have been 
killed by the Danes in 870, because he would ttot 
renounce Christianity. . 

. 22.-~SAINT CECILIA 

. Was a native of Rome, and was martyred by being 
plnnged into boiling water (A.D. 230), because she 



rofased to acknowledge the foda of the Pagaas* — A 
bea«tifal ^ Ode to Masie/ by Dr. Perciv^l> may be 
seen in his ' Poems/ vol. ii, jr. 117. . 

* 2a. — SAIKf CLEMENT 

Was cofarerteil by St. Peter, atod was a zealdas 
coadjutor of the apos^tles. He is mentioned in Phil, iv, 
d. Efe was Bishop of Rome^ and is generally thought 
to have aaffered martyrdom about the year 100. 

^,^—Ov MART.. : 
Old Marfinmas'^di^, an ancient qUarter-day. 

25. ^SAINT CATHERINE) 

; Virgin and martyr, is said to have been tortured by 
wheels tumihg with great rapidity, having nails, 
knives, .&c. fastened on their rims, A.D. 305. 

*26. 1826.7- JOHN NICHOIS, F.S.A,, Pl£P^>^T. 81. 

He wa8Jl»orii at Islington, and educated at an academy kept 
by Mr. John Shielii, a man of considerable learning, who appears 
to have taken great pains in cultivating the talents of such as, 
like the subject of this notice, recommended themselves by at- 
tention andf dooili ty. At this period it was proposed by his friends 
to educate him for the naval service, and to. place him, at siproper 
time, under the proteo^on of his maternal uncle, Lieut. T. Wil- 
niot, a rising oflS(;er, who had been serving in 1747 under Captain, 
afterwards Admiral Barrington. Bui Mr. Wilmof s death, in 
1751, defeated this. scheme; and the goodness of Providence ulti- 
mately guided himto a different profession, and to a patron who 
could justly appreciate his rising abilitiesr-Mr. William Bowyer, 
one of ihe most learned printers. of hi^; time* It was in 1757» 
before he was quite thirteen, that he wa& placed under Mr. Bow- 
yer, who appears to have quickly discovered. in, his pupil that 
amiable and honourable disposition which , distinguiriied him: all 
his life* He had a tenacious m,^npry». 4^ld wa^ very early a lover* 
of books ; but im readi^ was i^esultory, ai|d for sonp^ years hi§ 
choice dep^i^ded on. the works which were submitted to $Ir.Bow- 
yer*s press.. He had not been long, in thi^ advantageous situa^ 
tion, when his master gladly admitted -him: i^to his confidence, 
and intrusted him mth cares which, in the ease of many young 
m^n, would have be^ considered as unsuitable to, their age, apd 
requiring a more :l^ngthenedtriaL But, besides the tndispensa-' 
ble qualities of industry and integrity, Mr. Bowyer found another 
merit in his young apprentice ; for be had brought. with him no 
small poition.of classical knowledge and taste, acquired nt ^hfoif 



312 nEwaaumiM dats 



aad cultivated albis Union hounk Mr. Bowyevap^wmtobave 
been to bim not only tbe uwtnictiYe maiier, but the kind mmd ia- 
dalgent friend. In 1760, when he was onlj in his sixteenth year, 
Mr. Bowyer enjoined him, as an eveningni task, to translate a 
Latin poem of his ovDf poUished in If d8» and entitled * Belkn 
homo et Academicns:' this was exeeoted with eoasidevable ay i rit 
and hnmoar. In tbe following yesr (1761) Mr. Bowyer asso- 
ciated him with himself in translating the Westminster Verses on 
the previous coronation of George the Second. The appbrase 
bestowed on these efforts led Mr. Nichols te become a mane eon- 
stant votary of tbe Mases; and from 1761 to 1766f many of Ins 
productions appeared in the periodical jooroals. In 176S he 
published two poetical pamphlets in 4to, viz. * IsHngtoo, a 
Poem/ and ' Tbe Buds of Parnassus,' which was republished 
in 1764, with additional poems. In 1765 he contributed several 
poems to a miscellaneous coUection by Dr. Perfect, of TofWtt- 
Malliiig, entitled * The Lanrel Wreath,' 2 vols. 8vo. During 
his minority he also produced some prose essays on the mannera* 
of the age, which were published in a periodical paper, written 
clnefly by Kelly, entitled * The Babbler,' and in a newspaper 
called * The Westminster Journal.' So amply had he fiiMRled 
Mr. Bowyer's expectations as to pmdence and judgment, that, . 
before his apprenticeship expired, he sent him to Cambridge to 
treat with that University for a lease of their exclusive privilege 
of printing Bibles; a negotiation which required great delicacy 
and presence of mind. His endeavours proved unsncceasfiil 
only because the University determined, on due consideratioB, 
to keep the property in their own hands. It was, perhaps, daring 
this journey, and among the venerable foundations of Cambridge, 
that he first imbibed a portion of that taste for topographical his* 
tory^ which, in more advanced life, became so prominent a fea^ 
ture in his literary pursuits. — Mr. Bowyer had been long sensible 
of the essential importance of Mr. Nichols's serrices in Ins print* 
ing establishment ; and in 1766 took htm into partnership. This 
union, one of the most cordial that ever was formed, lasted until 
the death of Mr. Bowyer, in 1777* As tbe latter continned to 
be not only the printer, but tbe intimate friend and assistant in 
the learned laboui^i of some of tbe first scholars of the age^ Mr. 
Kichols had frequent opportunities, which he never neglected^ 
of acquiring their notice and esteem. He had not indeed, been ' 
long associated with Mr. Bowyer as a partner, before he began 
to be considered as bis legitimate successor, and acquired the 
esteem and patronage of his friends In no common degree. 

The first work in which he was concerned as an author was 
' The Origin of Printing, in two Essays,' 1774, " the originM 
idea of which was Mr. Bowyer's, the completion of it his pl^ii- 
ner's." The foreign journals spoke of this work with respect, as 
well as those at home ; and Mr. Nichols derived considetldile 
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liliiie fifbm it* He was now «nil»led to add to the namber of bi» 
liienry MewAn tlie names of Sir James fiurroiigh and Sir Jolm 
Fringle, as be had belbre aeqnired the esteem and acqaa^ntanee 
of Dr. Birch, Dr. Parsons, Dr. Warton, Dr. Farmer, and the Earl 
of Marcbttont. Sir John Prinj^le was accastomed to submit bis 
|irize-medal speeches, wbieh he intended for the Royal Society, 
to Mr. Nichols's perusal, before delivery, an honour of which so 
yottBg a man may be forgiven, if he was somewhat proad.-^Mr« 
Mehols, very early in life, conceived a high opinion of the merits 
•f Dean Swift, in consequence of Mr. Bowyer*s printing the IStfa 
and 14tii volumes of his Works in 1703. From this time he ap« 
pears to have implied himself closely in search of the then uncoK- 
l^oted wrifttttgs of the Dean, and produced, in 1775, a supple* 
nental volume to Dr. Hawkesworth's edition. This was after** 
wards incorporated, with many additions and valuable biogra- 
pileal notes, in what may be now considered the standard edi- 
ti«Hi, first printed in 19 vols. 8vo, in 1800, reprinted in 1808; 
and toMr. Nichols, incontestably, the public is indebted for the 
v«ry eomf^ele state in which Dean Swift's Works are now found. 
His next publication, *The Original Works, in Prose and Verse, 
ef William King, LiL.D. with Historical Notes,' 3 vols. 8vo, 
1776, afforded another deeisive proof of that taste for literary 
Wslory and illustraticm, to which we owe the more important 
Obligations conferred by his recent voluminous contributions to 
tbe biography of men of learning. In both the above-mentioned 
works, he acknowledges having been assisted by his amiable 
fiiMid, Isaac Reed, of Staple Inn, who never was consulted on 
points of literary history vrithout advantage.— In 1778, Mr. Ni- 
chols obtained a share in the Gentleman's Magazine, of which he 
became the editor; and from this period to the time of his death, 
not only actively superintended that publication, but was a con* 
•tant contributor to its pages*— Many of the additional articles 
in' the Bio^phieai Dictionary, which he edited, in coiyuuction 
with Dr. Hesrtfaeote, in 1784, came from Mr. Nichols's pen ; and 
to the much improved edition d that work in 1817, in 32 vola^ 
1^ A. Chalmers, F*S.A., Mr. Nichols was happy in contributing 
nncb vduable assistance. 

Althongh Mr. Bowyer's press had not issued many works in* 
ttoresting to Bngiisfa Antiquaries, Mr: Nichols appears, before th« 
period to which we are now arrived, to have formed such con« 
oexlons as gradually enoooraged his early partiality for the study 
c»f tbe antiqi^tiea of his own country. Among these preceptors 
were Dr. S. Pegge, Borlase, Hntchins, Denne, and Dr. Ducareh 
With the latter lie was long linked in friendship; and in con<> 
jonetion with him published, in 1799, the * History of the Royal 
Abbey of Bee, near Rouen,' and * Some Account of the Alien' 
Priories, and of socb 'Lands as they are known to have possessed 
10 Eni^ftd and W*le< 9 vols* Bat he had another coadjutor. 



SI4 tElkAEKASliRcDAYit 



in these two woi1c8» of iacaloiiliiMe value, Rklmrd Chmgiiy fie^. 
aaie of the most enunent eatiqimrite ef tlie iMt aw^my^ Mr. 
Goagb%a8 Us seiilor by ten yeiun,; Wid« Mgifaer profieirntin Im 
ikvourite stndiei . Tbeir ecquMntenoe cofw e need ftlMNii the yev 
1770, wfien the first Tolimie of the ArobioOlogia vm printed by. 
Mr. Nichols ; and their intinmcry probably waa perfefited whii^ 
Mr. 6oiig:h wasaoperintending his IHend Mr. Hntebioali * Hi*- 
tory of Dorsetshire* thron|rl» the press, in 177^4 Tbeir eon- 
nexion, at whatever time began, ended in a aHiel intininoy mmd 
cordial friendship, which terminated, only i» tba deatti of Mr«» 
Goagh in 1809. Mr. :Nioiiolt lost no opportnniiy eC hononriai^ 
the memory of liis departed friend ; and his last ottee of diuty iraa 
to select and transfer to the Bodleian Library, the vataabfa^ ooi^ 
leotion of Topography which Mr. CkMgh bequeathed to that noUo 

nposilery. 

in 1780, Mr. Nichols pablished a veiy ourioos * CoUectioil oS 
Royal and Noble Willi/ 4to, origiiially suggested bv Dr.;i>i^ 
earel, probably in conse(|uence bfthe-poblieation of the Wili)o£ 
Henry VII, by Mr. Aslle, some years befbre. — Amidat th«fiejnioae 
•erinus employments, Mr. Nichols divertedjni leisnre bonra-liy 
compiling a work, which seems to Siave beh/\||tir0ly of .llll/#w» 
pnojection, . and the conseq aence of eariy pr6«4 ^tton. Thpti $p» 
peared in 1780, wifli the title of .' A Select ColieotiOQ ofMiaaeln 
laneoas Poetns^ with. Historical and Bibgraphioal Notas^\4yi»la« 
imall 8vo. To these were i^dded, in 1788, finie. other TOtoM* 
In this work he has not only revived many pieoea nf nnqdealioii'' 
able merit, which had long been fotgottcn, bnt ^prodnoad, avaie 
originals ftiortf the pens of r»n of acknewledtfed genia».r«-lA Ae 
aame year (1780), on the si^^stion and with tfa^ iasaialanQe or 
Mr. £loagh, he began to pablish the .« BibliotheeaTopogiai^lea ^ 
firitannica/ a^work intended to eoUeet aneh .articles of- ftitjab 
Topogra))hy, MS. or printed, as were an dsingeribf being ioal^^ 
were become so scarce as to be oot of tiie mafcLafiitiiNilcJNllefilain^ 
He had ready assistance in this undertaking ihmiimany nntlueol 
anHquariea of that day f and in 1700 the whole wa* jDonoiuded in 
ifty-two nombera,niirtcing eight large qna#to:^^lunMSf.ilhistiAtO(l 
by more than three hundred plates. A complete, (lopy of tUa 
work Is rarefy to be fodnd. In a peqoniary puf nt' of vieiiU ! Mr. 
Nichols was a considerable lotorbythipwol^kf hewaareiRinM* 
hfowevor, in the pleasove df die 'employ menti and the /conslw^na* 
ness that be waa contribhting ibneh valmd^ie information .foi{ ikti 
nse of the pnblid. . He thou^t a» litllo of nxpenadas r0i fistilpne,^ 
and to the fear of either Jle seems to have bean an efftire strftngar. 
The publication of the Bibliodieca Topographical lOcctvMjteB 
years ( bat «ueh was his onw^mied indnstKy, thaft within, the Hwnwr. 
period no less than eightesen biher prodnctfno^ appeared, of^Ult 
which he iwvs eitfaer editor or.aathor. Inilf8A he published*: iit 
dvo, .'BtogriH^eal Anecdotes of Wiltta^ fioghtthi/ iTWf.waii 
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Vepiribliihed in<17«8, again in 1785, a(Dd afoiivA and more od» 

g^ edifian ISie^iaiTy in 3 vols. 4to, with reduced pfates.' Ill 
is work b^ origSnidly received some important aid ft-oiti tbe able 
pfit^ of Georj^e Steevena, Esq. In 188S, wben in his 78th year, 
iHr. Miehols superintended an edition of Hogarth's Works from 
tb^ eHginal plates i^estored by James Heath, 'Esq. and furni^bed 
tb^ ex]pbinations of the snlgeots of the plates. In 1781 be wijB 
kbK> the author of ' Biograpbioa! Memoirs of William Ged, id- 
^eluding A particular account of his progress iu the art of -Block* 
printing/ Bui what in the- course of years, and by slow grada- 
tidifti; klfflost imperceptibly became tbe most important of 'Mt. 
Nichols's biographical labours, was bis ' Anecdotes of Bowyer, 
And of many bf bis literary Friends,' 4to, 1782. He bad before 
^Minted (In 1778) twenty 6epies of * Brief Memoirs of Mr. BohT- 
'yer,^ ^o, for distribution, ** as a tribute of respect, amongst- a 
few select friends.'' 

His-'Hlstoiy of Leicestershire,' of which it has been jtfstly 
ttaid tbatit Inight have been tbe work of a whole life, was not the 
Accomplishment of a complete design, distinctly laid down in 
|rfan, and regolariy executed : it grew from lesser efforts, amoifff 
^Hiich ii^ere, ' The Uistcfry and Antiquities of Hinckley,' which 
%e publfsbed in 178S, 4to. * The History and Antiquities of 
AiUiA Flamvile and Burbach, JLeicestershire,' 1787, 4to. < €bl- 
lections towards tbe Histoi^r and Antiquities of the Town and 
tyioipnty of Leicester,' 1790, 3 vols. 4to. About 1791?, be Was 
<nialAed to. begin to prinft bis great work of * The History and 
.'Anilqnities of tbe Town and County of Leicester,' of Whicb« 
Partji 1 and U were published in 1795; a third in 1798, a fourth 
Id 1^00, a fifth in 1804; a sixth in 1807, tbe concluding part In 
1811, and an Appendix in 1815, in which he was assisted by Ida 
"Son; tbe whole making four large volumes in folio, illustrated by 
"views, portraits, maps, &c. If any proof were wanting of Mr. 
Nichols's power of literary labour, and, what is equally necessary, 
the frequent revision of that labour, tbe History of Leicestershire 
*vkigbt be allowed to be completely decisive. During the years 
til Wbieb be was preparing this work, travelling into various parts 
of'ibe county, and corresponding with, or visiting every person 
iifteiy to afford information, he appeared as editor or auttidr of 
no Ms than Xorty'-seven articles. Among these were a second 
editioli of ' upvyer's Greek Testament.' ' Bishop Atterbury's 
-Oorrespohdence,' 5 vols. 8vo, illustrated, as usual, with tope*- 
graphical andN ^JTAkfl cal notes. ' A Collection of Miscellaneons 
Tracts, by MrrWowyer.' * The* History and Antiquities of 
littmbetb Parish.^ The Progresses and Royal Processions of 
-Queen Elisabeth,' i) vols. 4to, and a third in 1804. ' The His- 
tory and Antiquities' of Canonbury, with some Account of the 
Parish of Isfingtoo,' 4to. * Illustrations of the Manners and 
Expenses of Ancient Timea in England/ 4to. During tbe same 
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^riod, Mr. Nicbob also pubiisbed an odition of * Tbe TaU«r/ 
h vols. 8vo, with notes respecting biograpby, but particularly 
illustrative of manners* From tbe sources that bad supplied many 
.of these, be edited afterwards, ' Sir Richard Steele's Epistolary 
Correspondence/ S vols. 8vo. ' The JLover and Reader/ ' The 
Town Talk, &c/ * The Theatre and Anti-Theatre/ by the. same 
author, 3 vols., all illustrated with notes, furnished from many 
forgotten records and family communications. Mr* Nichols first 
.turned his attention to the British Essayists, in consequence ci 
ills connexion with Bishop Percy, Dr. Calder, and others, who 
intended to publish editions of tbe Tatler, Spectator* and Gaar« 
.dian, with the same species of annotation. 

Tbe eiLtent of Mr. Nichols's literary productions will appear 

Jet more extraordinary, when we add that, during tbe period we 
ave hastily gone oter, he became engaged in some of those du- 
ties of public life which necessarily demanded a considerably 
Eortion of time and attention. In December 1784, the respect 
e had acquired in the City, induced his friends to propose him 
as a member of the Common Council for the Ward of Farringdo^ 
Without* He was accordingly elected, and* with the interval 
of only one year, held this situation till 1811, when he resigned 
all civic honours. During ten years of this period, he bad been 
.selected by Alderman Wilkes to act as bis deputy; and on the 
death of that eminent individual, was solicited by his fellow«citi- 
zens of the Ward to become their Alderman, which honour he 
declined. The prevalence of party-spirit among those with whom 
be had been accustomed to act, bad its effect in precipitating his 
retirement Mr. Nichols was not qualified for the turbulence of 
political life : he could not indulge asperity of thought or of lan- 
guage ; he had nothing of the malevolence of party^pirit, and 
never thought worse of any man for differing from him in opinion. 
.In 1804, his views were directed to a distinction more in unison 
with his Hilary pursuits. He bad for some time been a member 
of the Court of Assistants of tbe Stationers* Company ; and in the 
above year attained what he called ' the summit of bis ambi- 
tion/ in being elected Master of the Company. The rooms of 
the Company are decorated by some valuable portraits presented 
by Mr* Nichols, among which are those of the elder and younger 
.Bowyer ; he also presented to the Company a bust of bis prede- 
cessor, — and his portrait on copper-plate, in or^fr that an im- 
pression from it might be given to every annujCant under Mr. 
Bowyer's will. kneas^ 

On the 8th of January 180r, Mr. Nichols M^^e of his thighs 
fractured by a fall; and on the 8th of Februaryri808, experienced 
a far greater calamity, in the destruction, b^re, of his printing- 
^fiic^ and warehouses, w^'^he whole of their valuable contents* 
It would be difficult, perhaps, to find many in<.ti^nces of a stronger 
4nind than Mr. Nichols displayed while suffering under both these 
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eufnifltiei. ii« wm now in' his dSd yettr, and could not be fiir 
from the age wben 'the g^rassbopper is a burtben/' For fifty 
fears be bad led a lifb of indeiktigabte application, and bad pfo^ 
aiiGedf ftom bis own eilbrU; worlts enough to establish character 
imd oontent aihbitiott^ He was not desitoiis of accumulating^ 
wealth, and tber reward tof bit inddstry had been tardy ; bat it 
seemed now approaching, and he had reason to expect a gradual 
advantage i^om his various productions, and a liberal encourage- 
ment in bis future eiforts. It was, therefore, a bitter disappoint* 
ment, when, at the close of a cbeeifht day« and reposing in the 
society of his family, be heard that his whole property in business 
was consumed in a few short hours ! Onder this heavy trial be 
wai^ consoled by the tender affection of his finmily, and by the 
sympathy of a lan^e circle of friends, some of whom made ofiers 
of onlimited pecuniary assistance—- offers, of which, though he 
was happily under bo necenity of availing himself, be was not 
the less gratefully sensible. Supportidd by tliese testimonies of 
feeling and esteem, he resumed his labours with an energy equal 
to that which he hMl displayed when in the prime of life. Be- 
sides completing his * History of the County of Leicester/ al* 
r^ady mentioned, be returned to his * Life of Bowyer,' of which 
one yotnme had been printed, but niot published, just before his 
fire, under the title of * Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth 
Centuiy,' &c. This he lived to extend to nine large volumes, 
8vo ; to which he i^erwards, finding materials increase from all 
quarters, added Ibar volumes, under the title of ' Illustrations 
of the Literary History of the Eighteenth Century; intended as 
a Sequel to the Literary Anecdotes/ A fifth volume was nearly 
printed, and a sixth in preparation, at the time of his death : of 
these it is hoped the public will not be long deprived, as Mr. 
Nichols had the happiness to leave a son fully acquainted with 
bis desigi^Sy and amply qualified to perpetuate the reputation at-> 
tnebed to bisname. The fourth volume of the 'Illustrations' 
appeared in 1833; before which he had published, among other 
worics, ' Hardlnge's Latin, Greek, and English Poems,' Bvo, 
1818; VMiscellaneous Works Of George Hardinge, Esq. 1819,* 
3 vols. 8vo; a new edition of his ' Progresses of Queen Eliza- 
beth,' with considerable additions, 3 vols. 4to; which, after a 
short hiterval, was followed by the * Progresses of King Jan^es 
the First,' S vols. 

Mr. Nichols's principal publications have now been cursorily' 
mentioned : the public are, however, indebted to his talents and 
ittdustiy for many others, which the length of this article pre- 
cludes us from noticing. Before we conclude) it may be proper 
to add, that, in 1800, be associated with himself in partnership 
John Bowyer Nichols, his son; and, in 1812, Samuel Bentl^, 
his nephew. The partnership with his nephew was dissolved in- 
Dd 2 
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1818, when iht ktler entcved iato hmtmom id oM^anctioa willi 
bis brother. 

On the day of bis death, Mr. Nichols had passed some 
cheerful boors with bis family, and, as be was retinogr.to rest, 
gently sank down on his knees and expired, wi^ont may 
symptom of sulferiny* Sadden as his death was, it coqM net 
fail, even upon a slig^bt reflection, to administer eonselatioB.^ 
When the first impression was over, it was fett as a i^reat bless-c 
ing^ that Mr. Nichols had outUTcd the common age of man witb 
entire exemption from the pains and Infirmities be had witnessed 
in the case of some of his dearest friends* His old age ampoaed 
no necessity of leaving off his accustomed employments,- er di»> 
continuing his interooiirse with society. His constitution, to the 
last, exhibited the remains of great strength and actiTity. His 
natural faculties continned unimpaired during the whole course 
of his life, with the exception of bis sight, which for several years 
past had become by. degrees less and less distinet. It may, how^ 
ever, be allowed to be an extraordinary instance of the kindness 
of Providence, and he felt it as such, that a degree of sight was 
still left, which enabled him to peruse and select, from the lite- 
rary correspondence before him, such articles as were pr<^per for 
bis ' Illustrations.' As to printed books, he had the aswstance 
of bis amiable daughters, who were his amanuenses and libfft- 
rians. Those who knew tbe ardour of his parental ajSeetrpB could 
easily perceive that, amidst a privation which would have sunk 
tbe spirits of most men, he had now a new source of domestic 
happiness and thankful reflection^ . . 

Mr. Nichols's character was remarkable for thosie qualities 
which procure universal esteem. The sweetness of his temper, 
and his disposition to be kind and usefiil, were the delight 
of his friends; and strangers went from him with an'impre^ 
sion that they had been with an amiable and benevolent man. 
During his being a member of the corporation, he employed his 
Interest, as he did elsewhere his pen, in promotii^ charitable, 
institutions, and in contributing to the support of those persons 
who bad sunk from prosperity, and whose wants be relieved in a 
more private manner. For very many years he filled the Mce 
of Kegistrar, or Honorary Secretary of the Literary Fund, which 
gratified his kind feelings, by enabling him to assist many a bro- 
ther author in distress. Nor was his assistance less* liberally 
afforded to those of his own profession, either in their outset in 
life, or when in difiiculties. 

It may afford a useful lesson, that Mr. Nichols preserved by 
exercise, and the vicissitudes of constant employment, a con*-, 
stitution naturally good. His mind was always employed on 
what was useful ; and such a mind is made to last. Both mind . 
and body^ there is every reason tothink, were pre8Qrve.d in vigour. 
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by the oboimmbiiii MeiCyof bis leni^. lliere >rM naoh.)ti te 
division of bis time wbiob enabled bim to peiform the.afd04>os 
tusikn which he imposed on himself. He began bis work early^ 
aad despatebed the business of the day before it became neces* 
nry to attend to pnbKo conceras, or to join the social parties of 
bis fffimids. Ftom bis yoatb, be did' every things qaickly. He 
read with rapidity, and soon eangbt what was important to bii- 
purpose. He spoke qaickly> and that whether in the reciprocity 
of conversation, or when, which was frequently the ease, he had 
to address a company in a set speech. He had also accustomed 
himself to write with great rapidity; but this be used jocularly 
to allow, altboBgb a saving of time, did not ^end'to improye faift' 
band. Upon the whole, if usefulness be a test of merit, no miui' 
m our days has conferred more important favours pn the repnbljc 
of letters. 

Mr. Nicbolawas twice married: first, in 1766^ to Anne, daugb* 
tor of Mr. William Cradnok, wbo died in 1776, leaving two 
daughters, one of whom only survives i and secondly, in 17?8» to 
Martha, daughterof Mr. William Green, of Hinckley, in lAcices- 
tersbire, who died in 1788, leaving one son, John Bowser JVt- 
ekoiif Ewq. and four daughters, three of whom are still living. 
Mis' only sister also surviTes bim, the wife of Bdward Beatley,' 
£sq. of the Accountant's Office, in the Bank of £ogli^ttd.rrMr« 
Nichols, at the time of his death, was probably the oldest native- 
of Islington. - His remains were deposited in the fikmily vault in 
Islington Cfanreh-yard, only a very few yards from tlie house in* 
which be was born. — See iVe GeftUteman^s Mugazine^^ohxesSf 
part ii, p. 489 ; and New Monthly Magasioe, vol. jEs^i, pw 73. 

30. SAINT ANDREW 

Was the younger brother of Simon Peter. He was 
the first apostle who came to Christ. He is regarded 
as the tutelary Saiot of Scotland ; and the anniversary 
of the Order of the Thistle is on his day. The officers 
of the Royal Society of London are also elected tm 
this day. The Order of the Thistle is described in 
T. T. for 1816, p. 283. 

30. — ADVENT SUNDAY. 

This* and the three following Sundays* precede the 
grand festival of Christmas, and take their name from 
tiie Latin advenire, to come into, or from adventus,- 
an approach. — Daring Advent, a very singular spec- 
tacle presents itself to the stranger, who, unacquaii^' 
ed with the customs of the country, finds fimself ^ 
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akme, amottp the cdfii-4«Ids atid pashites of tfle De- 
partttient of the EWe-et-Loirl On every side, he can 
discover nothing bat fires and flames, running over 
the fields, and ev^ry now and (hen he hears a eeitain 
i^rill, but modnlated* noise: This phantasmagoria, 
whieh at first astonishes, and' even alarms him, arises 
fi^om the practice of a very Ancient custom, still in 
use in this country, and in certain Cantons of Nor- 
mandy » ; Every fanner fixes upon some day in Ad- 
vehtr for thie purpose of exorcising such animals as 
p¥i^1re injurious to his crops; and, for this purpose, 
be furnishes his youngest children with a prepared 
Q^unbeaiib. "wall dried in the oven, and provided with 
oorabofitable materiali^ If hi^ has no children, his^ 
n^ighbottrs lend hitn theirs; for none but young and 
innbcent children can command these injurious api- 
inals to withdraw from his lands. .After twelve years 
of age, children are* rendered nnfit to perform the 
office of exoik;ists.- These young children run over 
the country like so matiy little sprites, set fire to 
bundles of hay placed .there for the purpose go 
i^der the trees, and flourish thetr torches among the 
branches, bum the straw placed underneath, and con- 
tinually cry out;— : . 

Taupes» cb^nifles, et mnlots, 
Sortez, sortez de mon dos, 
Gilt je vous br^e la barbe et lea os. 
Arbres, arbrifseiiax, 
t>onnez-moi des j)OD[iiiies^ niinot* 

"** Miee, eaterpiHars, and moleif, gpet odt, get out of my field; 
or I will burn your beard and your bones : trees and shrubs> give 
me three bushels of apples.' 

Mahy farmers, says M. Cochin, have given up this 
cttstom; but it is remarked, that they have more vermin 
in iheir grounds than those who practise it. The rea- 
son, however, is evident i it is quite true that fire and 
smoke will destroy the eggs of the caterpillar; but 
a^ ttt ike mice and moles^ I must confess, says M. 
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CMbiiiy [ harre jttioo9«P0d m» oimriBdat proof of 
tke power of «bt yoaiigexorciits: die good peopl# 
of the coontryy bowisver, beliete the reiBedy infiU^ 
lible, and this must sarely satisfy the most iOGfeda^ 
loos ! Maoy accideots might be supposed^ to aorise 
fVom this lawless assemUy of yonng torcb-beaver^^ 
scaiterkig their flamed aroiond them xm every side t-^ 
but there is a remedy for all dangers ; this firenoTet 
tMims or injures any thing but the vermin against 
which it is directed; for such is the belief of the 
simple folks ¥^o iiAabit the Dei»artaient of the Eare^ 
et-I^ir. 

HisTdtticAL Particui^ars of Calais!. 

. Calais was in the hands of the English for 210 
yeari^. It was taken by King Edward the Thirds a& 
ter a siege of eleven months, in 1347, and replanted 
with inhabitants chiefly from Kent^ The English surr 
rendered it to the Duke of Guise in ld57» after ^ sif^ge 
of only eight days. The Spaniards held it from 155^ 
to 1598. With the surrender of it in 1557, the long-^ 
cherished hope of recovering the English dominions 
in France became extinguished : and how sensible 
Queen Mary was of this, may be gathered, firom hev 
dying words. If her breast were opened,' the word 
* Calais' would be found engraven on her heart* > 
Queen Elizabeth made several attempts to recover 
the possession of Calais' : her original coiamissipn 
to Sir Thomas Smith to demand it, in 1567, is still 
preserved in the Cottonian Library^ ; and it was at 
one time pressed as a stipulation when the marriage 
was proposed between the Queen and the Due d'An* 
jou. Although, after its conquest, Calais was en* 
tirely repeopled with what the Record calls- 'j>ur« 
Anglois,' still the new settlement wcut governed by 
the laws of the inhabitants whom they had dispose 

s See Camd: Ann. Eliz. pp. 98, 99, 100. > Calig. E. yu foil. 1^ 9. 
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MMid» Cwaik(9f»o{ Artoi3». luid «rwted a cfaartet to 
il:» MeiiUag .a .€amniQQity». ote^saating et. ^ baillffa^.Q^- 
kewyca, and €ociiemaii8»' and Ibia JRleinifih ^^Mlitu* 
tioa ^aa not M^eted till, ttie: 5Qth of iEidwiu?)^ lU^ 
wbea the biirppesaes presisnted a^Tpetitiolita.th^iiBg 
and oouAciL in.parliasMiitytprayiiig tbatthtiyiaight 
bare a ihiayor. and tieelveJaUidciRlielK^ mih. p0me^ to 
elect their mayor from amongst the aldermeii '.conime 
lis font en la Citie de Londres/ Many other privi- 
leges iwere soU<<ited by the s^tme^ in^t^Mn^ent, moat of 
which were granted or confirmed by the king^; and 
Cal^ became thenceforth organized as an English 
corporation. Many local custonis^ however^ were rer 
iained ; and e&cept so fat as related to the descent of 
real estates^ the common law of England does not 
«|ip6arto have b^en introduced. The staple of wool 
was fitedatCialais by Ki% Edward th^ Third, in 136^. 
The €|xpenses of the garrison of this place, werf ex-^ 
^^mely heavy, at least in the earlier period of thA 
English possession. Sir Richard I'Escrop, in his ad* 
dress to both Houses, at the opening' of the parlia-^ 
tnent of the 2d iticbatd II, states, that the annual 
expenditure of the crown for the defence of Calais 
and the Marches^ exceeded £34,000. The request of 
fem aid for the purpose of defraying these charges, Was 
Embodied as a matter of course in the king's speedil 
at tbe^^ openfing of each new parliament ; and Conir 
ines informs us, that the 'captainship'of Calais wad 
line of the best places in Christendom. 'The * wages/ 
lldwieiver, both of the commander and of the garrison 
were very frequently in arrear; and the complaints 
of the misgovemmentf of this important fortress are 
repeated, parliament after parliament. In the year 

* The old iDhabitants went principally to St. Omer*s. . 

• Rot. Pari. 60 Edw. Ill, 358, 359. 9 Froissurt, Tol. i, p. 147. 
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lltt8,> rmh^ Albtay's a^otaii cfiqMlitHiti to ficiot^ 
Iinid was^made a caMe of ivar wiih Ffance, the id*» 
teotiott «f Henry the Eighth was called to the sli^te ef 
Gaiai8> the fMrtifications of whioh> dvrii^^.the eulfer 
jFCiani of his'Tieipiy had gone neglected. It was pre- 
faaUjr. about this time/ or fmrnafiber, that: the. Idttet 
ilhl^tratiTe of these partitelars of Cidais, pniiiledl^ 
Mr* EUlSy was written. . Bishop Fox died at anai^ 
Tanced period of Ufe> September 2Mi^ 1628^ having 
be^i^ blind for nearly ten years , The signature only 
to this letter is in his own hand. - 

Tbe CdtttNlian mantisoTipt Calig; £. u, fbk 98^ doa4 
tains tbe return from theioomaiifisioners who are m^n^ 
tionedin dletterof BishopFox's/aftevtbeyhadextuifin^ 
ed Calais, dated in the month of Angnstl They speak 
of the decay of the wt^ks, and of tiio neglect eif (he 
ordiiiances of tbe place; assuring Wdlsey.l^atthejt 
had ' found flie Town and Marches far out of order; 
and SQ far, that it would gdeve and pity the h^art of 
any goodjand trueEnglishina^'/.. It waiij^ot |tt this 
time only tiiat Henry tbe Eighth turned his attention 
to the strengthening of C!alaid. In the 24th year of 
his reign he ipisttedthe jdace^ and fonaed what was 
called / a Device* for the further fortification of fhe 
town and baven^ which» with the rprdinances for Qm^ 
garrison, is sttlLpreserved in the. same volume wiOi 
Fox's letter. Fabyan s^s, that Henry the £ighth' 
iH^an oilier b9}ldings ai Calais and 6iiisfiie3 in 1^40^ 

"^Galais^ like every/other. continental 
its original .features, aftej: a lapse .of timey. which, in 
England^ would have-ol)literated almost ev^ry vestige 
of antiquityV. \ Thei priiicip'£ll ;chang(e| Which it has sus- 
tained since' the sixteBntb. century,, has been occa- 
sioned by the demolition of the Church of St. Nicho- 



^Mb Ibllowliifr U the list «f SnytHK Utohl^BMB^vM hftd-lttiaB te 
M»l*,^icli.)iail JiUwa |U> dt^jr, ajioiit or b^wf IW.:--.' The Xlrt^ 

q|JBuckingham« the ^ord Marqpes, the E4rl of Northumberiand, Uia 
BlS^f Kent, ttfe'Earl of Ardtidei; thW Lord Darby, Sir fidwaril 
Abrough.* M8^Gotldii;#tfMl.lL vU.Mi.fll., . ;. .. .. :> .i 
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las, qp«l AeiitoofwbMi ttie citadel has been ereet* 
ed* Hie pier rCTiaki» precisdy as it is tepveeeated 
m a plan in the Cottonian Libraiy. The soalhem 
bvlwarks are y^ defended by the identical bastions 
evened according^ to the orders giv^a by Henry the 
Eig^ith^ and whidi contkme unaltered within the ram- 
part which forms the modem fortification: and the 
quay on the norfh side^ not far from Hogarth's Gate, 
retains the name^ cortainlf not very appropriate, of 
ParadisB, which was applied to it as early as the 
reign .of Richard II. Witlun the walls, the Gaild 
Hall of the Stei^e, afterwards the * Hotel de Ofiise/ 
ezhMiitsa corions miictore of the well^nown Tador 
style blended with the forms of Flemish architective. 
-r*See Ellis's Original Lbttbrs, Second Series^ 
Tol. it, pp. 1^9 and the frontispiece to the volnme, 
being a view of Calais from a drawing t&kenial5i^« 

9i6tr0nomtcal ^ccutrencefii 

Ju NOVEMBER 1838. 

Solar Phenomena. 
The Sun enters Sa^ttarius at 55 m. after 6 in the 
morning of the 23d of this month; and he rises andf 
sets; during the same interval^ as in the following ' 

TABLE 

Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

Nov. 1st, Sun rises lira, after 7. Sets 49 m. past 4 

6th • SO 7 •... 40 4 

11th • 29 7 .,,. 31 ...,,• 4 

16th 87 ..^... 7 •... 2S 4 

21st 44 7 .... 16 ...i.. 4 

: S6tb «.«.t..» 61 7.... 9 4 

Equation of Time. 

By snbfaraeting the oumbers in the following IMrie 
fh)m apparent time, the results will be mean tiae.^ 
The numbers to be used for the days of the moativ' 
not in the Table, must be found as before* 
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TABl«£ 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

m. «. 
Saturday, Not. 1st, from the time by the dial «m6. 16 16 

Thursday... 6th 16 11 

Tuesday. ... 1 Ith .\ 16 45 

Sunday .... 16th V..... 14 68 

Friday 2Ut 13 51 

Wednesday 26th ».. 12 23 

Lunar Phbnomena. 
Phases of the Moon. 

New Moon, 7th day, at 4 m. after 3 in the afternoon 

First Quarter 14th 4B 1 

Full Moon.. 2l8t 40 2 •••..*•• 

Last Quarter 29th 44 1 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The Moon's transits may be observed at the fol« 
lowing times this months if the weather prove favour- 
able. The times correspond to the meridian of the 
Royal Observatory. 

NoTember 1st, at 23 m. after 7 in the morning 

2d .. 6 8 

8d .. 50 8 

4th .. 84 9 

12th • • 34 4 in the afternoon 

13th .. 80 5 

JI4in . • 3^9 ••••*. O •••......*.. 

15th .. 15 7 IntheeTening^ 

16th .. 7 8 

17th .. 57 8 

18th .. 46 9 

19th .. 40 10 

28th .. 13 5 inthemoming 

29th .. 56 6 

outn . • o9 •••••• tj .••...•••..• 

Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day. 
The following are the times of high tide at London 
Bridge for certain days this monSi ; and for other 
times and other places we must refer to the Janu- 
ary Occurrences : — 

Be 
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TABUB OF TIDES. 

Mi»ming, 4fUrn»pn, 

Nor. 1st, at 57 in. After 27 m. after 9 

6th .. 6 SO 1 

llth •. 87 ...... 4 ........ 59 4. 

Il9th •• 28 ••.••• 9 58 •••••• 9 

31st •• 56 1 ..;..... 31 ....•• 2 

26th .. 11 ...:.. 5 ........ 26 ...... 5 

Phenomena Planetarum. 
Phases of Venus. 
The brightness of this planet is now diminishing 
fast, in consequence of her greater distance from the 
earth* The proportion of her phases is, 

itf^^.^w... w i illuminated part = 7-48199 
Normber M | p^^^ p^^ ,....= 5-51901 

, Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 
Jupiter is too near the Sun> at this time, for any of 
those eclipses to be visible. 
Cor^unction of the Moon with the Plants and S,ian^ 

November 13th, with ^ in Capricorn, at 3 in the moroUig. 

Other Phenomena. 
Mercury will be stationary on the 2d of this month. 
Mars will he , in quadrature at .a quarter past 10 in 
the evening of the 5th. Mercury will be in his infe- 
rior conjunction at 9 in the evening of the 13th, and 
stationary on the 2dd. jtupiter will be stationary oa 
the I5th, and in conjunction at 45m» t^ter 8 in the 
morning of the 17th. 



Cj^e ilatutalififfis Statp 

For NOVEMBER 1828. 
We all do fade as a le^fl^UAihM. 

It is observed by a writer in the ^ Spirit and Man- 
ners of the Age,' that we are the passing inhabitants 
of a world where Nature, animate and inanimate. 
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Mems to sympathize with our lot> to point oat our. 
duties, and to remind ns of our end. Nature^ in Hm 
Hghty is only a ^rand depository of means intended 
to proinote the end of oar being* It is a temple in 
wfaioh Piety finds herself surrounded by ^ thousand 
emanations from the Supreme, and addressed by . a 
thdUMud voices of warning and encoaragement* The 
poet has drawn from it his most pathetic images> — 
ttie moralist many of his. best arguments and exam* 
ples^y^^and the prophet some of his most arousing 
monitions. 

In exemplification of this fact, but without .pre-? 
tending to furnish an adequate idea of it> We may be 
reminded of a few of the more obvious iUi«|trations of 
our conditiou with which nature abounds. How often 
is the restlessness of man compared to die coisuitftnt 
agitation of the ocean ; and the uncertainty of friend 
sUp^ and of success in life, to theinstability ctf that 
element. How beautifully does tbe setting of jAe 
lifici#uded sun illustrate the closing scene toi the 
Christian's life; how friendly the calm and ^tiwili^t 
of ijvftning are to solitude and meditation ; andrh^ 
iiptly the rage of a storm represents the frequent 
tli^lmlenee of human passions. If life be compared 
to a day, it has its morning, its noon» its evening, 
fltnd its night; and, when compared to the year, it 
has its ' ftowering spring,' its * summer's ardent 
strength/ its 

Sober aatamn fading into age ; 

And pale cMiclading winter comes at lasty 

And shats the seeoe. 

Nx> subject, however, has been more copiously 
iUostrated by comparisons drawn from nature thaii 
the brevity and uncertainty of human life. The 
ehange continually passing upon every thing ^around 
ms, can scarcely fail to remind even the most thought* 
less fliat such, * in his best estate/ is' man. Bu]t 
it is an unwelcome subject to the majority of manr 
kind, and often remanded, like Paul by Felix, until 
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a more conyenient season shall have arrived. It 
cannoty however, be dismissed at present, on ao- 
connt of its nnseasonableness, for scarcely can vre 
walk oat without being reminded of it by some striking 
emblem. The warmth of summer is gone, and tbci 
freshness of the grass. The tribes of insects have 
gradually disappeared, and those which Providence 
instructs to provide for the winter, have begun to live 
on the fruit of their industry. The trees have lost the 
beauty and luxuriance of their foliage; for while some 
of them are already left naked to the blast, the leaves 
which remain on the rest have become sear and yellow, 
and every breath of air diminishes their number. The 
birds are become almost silent; and the sun leaves 
OS in darkness early in the day. Here, then, is a sileni^ 
but an eloquent appeal to our hearts, and surely nq 
one can be offended when nature itself becomes the 
instructor. Had we, by any possibility, been ignorant 
Aat all the preceding generations of men had died, 
and that the same event awaited us, who could go 
out and contemplate those images of desolation, witti* 
out wondering whether a change would ever take 
place in our condition, answering to this change in the 
aspect of nature ? But this is not a subject of con* 
jectnre — we know that it is the lot of all, and nature 
only aims to remind us of it. We are too much dis- 
posed to act as though the winter of our life ^ould 
never come. But nature, at this season of the year, 
addresses us in the tone of warning, and assures us 
tiiat it will ; and presents itself as an example. We 
are so far absorbed in the present concerns of life, 
that we are in extreme danger of forgetting what 
awaits us at the end. But, as if to prevent this fatal 
inattention, nature, at this season, dies before oar 
eyes. It prospectively celebrates our obsequies; and 
while the funereal procession is passing before as» the 
voice of wisdom pronounces, in solemn accents, f we 
all do fade as a leaf' 
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[Written for Time's Telescope, by Delta of Blackwood's Magazine.] 

Farewell, ye perished flowersy , 

That on the cold ground lie ; 

How gay ye smiled ' * 

Mid the brown wijd, . - ..i 

'Neath Sammer's painted sky ! r r 

Passed hath your blootn away ; 
Your stalks are sere and bent ; 

On the howling blast 

The rain sweeps past. 
From the dim firmament ! 

I think me of your pride 
When Zephyr came with Spring; 
Then sigh to know 
'^ What wreck and woe 

A few brief months may bring ! 

Emblems of human fate. 

Ye say — 'though hnght and fair 

Life's ihprn may be. 

Its eve may see . . 

The clouds of grief and care f — 

Green Spring again shall bid 
Your stems with bloom be crowned, 

But, alas ! to man 

In earth's brief span 
No second youth comes round I 

For age's winter bows 
The grey head to the clod; 

Dust goes to dust 

And (as we trust). 
The spirit back to God! 

The congregating of small birds which commences, 
in October, still continaes; and die long-talled titr: 
mouse is seen in troops in the tall hedge-rows. The^ 
stock-dove, one of the latest birds of passage, arrires 
from more northern regions towards the end of this 
month. Larks, rooks, &c. have been observed to 
arrive in this country, from the continent, in this 
month and return thither in the spring. Mr. Wool- 
nongh, of HoUesley, thus writ6s:>— 'I have frequently 
B e2 
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seen larks and rooks came flying off ttte sea; not 
in one year only^ but in many ; not pn one day only 
in the same year> but on several. 1 have seen them 
coming off the sea for many hoars in the same 
day: — the larks from five and ten, to forty or fifty 
in a flock; the rooks, on the same day, in com- 
panies from three to fifteen. This I once observed 
in November for three days in succession; the early 
part of this month being the general time of their 
coming : our fields were then covered with the larks, 
to the great destruction of the late-sown wheat. They 
generally remained with us till the first heavy fall of 
snow, and then disappeared. Early in the February 
following, they appeared again on the coast in innu- 
merable flocks, but disappeared as soon as the wea- 
ther became fine, with a light westerly wind : from 
which circumstance I concluded that they again 
crossed the sea. They appeared to me to be the 
same as our common sky-larks.' — Linn. Trans., voL 
XV, part i, p. 22. 

The fields and inclosures are now cleared of their 
harvest treasure, and the web of the gossamer ex- 
tends in unbroken and floating pathway, over stubble 
and lea. Vegetation is every where passing rapidly 
into decay; — and the painful reflection assails us 
that we cannot. 

When summer hours are fled, 
To the poor leaf that's falFn anci dead, 
Bring back the hue it wore, the scent it shed. 

In mild seasons, some of the flowers named in 
October continue in blow this month: and on fine, 
bright days, which ' like angels' visits' , sometimes 
occur in November, various insects may be seen 
sporting in the brief intervals of sunshine. 

To an Iti SECT, fluttering about on a fine Winter's Day, ' 

Child of Summer, on the wing 

In bleak November's gloomy reign, 
Deem'st thou so soon tfa» balmy spring 

Hath visited the eartii again ? . 
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Short slamb'riiig io tbj torpid tteok. 

The suo awakens thee too soon — 
Awhile to flutter oo the brook, 

A while to sport amid the noon. 
Trust not this fleeting golden beam, 

This genial sky and softened air; 
For death will glaze the sparkling stream. 

And stretch thee cold and stifiened there. 
Thou silly fool ! where are the flowers, 

The balsam-dust thou fed upon ? 
The music of the twilight bowers ? 

Dost thou not see how all are gone? 
The sunbeam smiles ! enough for thee 

The transient bliss its radiance lends ; 
Thou dost not feel, thou dost not see, 

The gloomy future that impends ! Stray Leaves. 

The Virginia-creeper has now a very rich and beau- 
tiful appearance. Mushrooms are collected in abun* 
dance this month : see two papers on the Fungi, by 
Mr. a. Kbrr Young, in our last volume, pp. S61, 
392, and Dr. Drummond's First Steps to Botany, 
Second Edition. Moles now make their nests, where 
they lodge during the winter, and which are ready for 
depositing their young in the spring. On the last 
day of the month, in some parts of Sitssex, it is cus- 
tomary for the young men and boys to go into the 
woods hunting squirrels, and picking up dormice ; and 
what they take alive they carry round to houses and 
the adjacent market to sell. 

Wbt %titit of Autumn. 

Among our notices for this month, we must not omit 
to introduce to our readers some extracts from.a beau- 
tiful descriptive poem by John Clare, printed at 
the end of a volume entitled ' The Shepherd's Calen^ 
dar, and other Poems* — a book which should be pur- 
chased by every admirer of native^ untaught bards — 
and of faithful and poetical descriptions of the varied 
beauties of English rural scenery. 

Come, bleak November, in thy wiidness come : 
Thy morniDgs clothed in rime, thy evening^s chill; 

E'en these bave power to tempt me horn my hone, 
E'en these haye b«aaty to delight me a$ilL 
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Tlioagh Nature iiB^rs in her mourning w«ed% 
And wails the dying year in gusty blast, 

Still added beauty to tbe last proceeds. 
And wildness triamphs when her bloom is past 

Though long grass all tbe day is drenched in dew, 

And splashy pathways lead me o'er the greens ; 
Though naked fields hang lonely on the \iew, 

Long lost to harvest and Its busy scenes; 
Yet in the distance shines the painted bough, 

Leaves changed to evVy colour ere they die. 
And through tbe valley rivers widen now. 

Once little brooks which summer dribbled dry. 
- . • » • 

Those yellow leaves that litter on the grass, 

'Mong dry brown stalks that lately blossom ed there, 
Itistil a mournful pleasure as they pass : 

For melancholy has its joy to spare, — 
A joy that dwells in Autumn's lonely walks, 

And whispers, like a vision, what shall be, 
How flowers shall blossom on those viithered stalks. 

And green leaves clothe each nearly na^ed tree. 

Olt in the woods I hear the thund'ring g^n ; 

And, through the brambles as I cantioos creep, 
A bustling Aare, the threat'ning sound to shun, 

Oft skips the pathway in a fearful leap ; 
And spangled pheasant, scared from stumpy bush, 

Oft blunders rustling through the yellow boughs; 
While farther off, from beds of reed and rush. 

The startled woodcock leaves its silent sloughs. 

Here Echo oft her Autumn ditty sings. 

Mocking the cracking whip and yelping hounds. 
While through the woods the wild disorder rings, 
. Chorussed with hunters' horns of mellower sounds, 
And bawling balloos of the sporting train, 

Who dash through woodlands, in their gay parade. 
And leap the ditch, and sweep the level plain, 
Fresh wildness sodding to the chequered shade. 

The timid sheep that huddled from the wind 
'Neath the broad oaks, beside the spinney rails, 

Half mad with fear such hue aifd cry to find. 
In rattling motion chase adown the vales : 

And, falsely startled by unheeding dogs. 
From where the acoma patter bright and brown, 

Through the thorn hedges burst the random hogs, 
. Who gruntand scamper till they reach the town. 
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To meanest trifies Pleasare's hold witl cli^g^ ; 

lis even felt to view that greening moss; 
These simple wrecks of summer and of spring — 

Like other children I regret their loss. 
Bat there is something in that wiqd that monrns, 

And those black clouds that hide the heav'n as well. 
And in that sun, that gilds and glooms by turns, 

Which leaves a pleasure that's unspeakable. , 
• • • 

Amidst the wreck of perishable leaves, 

How fresh and fine appears the evergreen ! 
How box, or holly, garden-walks relieves I 

How bright the ivy round the oak is seen I 
And on old thorns the long-leaved mistletoe 

Regains fresh beauties as its parent dies; 
While dark spurge'laurel, on the banks below. 

In stubborn bloom the Autumn blight defies. 

But garden shades have long been doomed to fall, 

Where naked fruit-trees drop their constant showers i 
All blooms are fled, save on the wet mossed wall 

As yet may peep some faded gillijlowers* 
The mist and smoke, in shadows mingling deep, 

Around each cottage hover all the day ; 
Through the dim panes the prisoned children peep, 

And look in vain for summer and for ptay. 



Town green-bouses are generally on a small scale^ 
and seldom accompanied by sheds for potting anj 
shifting^ stocks of mouldy and a platform for setting 
ont the plants in summer : if they were^ it is probable 
these adjuncts would be of very little use, for no 
green-house plant will ever thrive in a town where 
fossil coal is generally consumed. AH that can be 
said with advantage on town green-houses might be 
comprised in very few words : viz. that the only way 
to have them look well is to agree with a nurseryman 
to keep up a supply of verdant flowering plants for 
such a part of the year as the family is in town. We 
ftre confident ther^ is no other mode that will be at- 
tended with success^ till the nature of plants or the 
nature of a coal fire is considerably altered; A num- 
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ber of London ^een-bottses placed behind the houses 
on the tops of kitchens and other offices^ and of plant 
cabinets communicating with living-rooms> are maiu- 
tained in order by nurserymen in this way; and a 
mnnher also are kept in order^ as it is called, by job- 
bing gardeners^ who call occasionally to see that the 
I^ants are properly watered, who supply pots of mig- 
ntonette, and who shift the plants in spring, and 
{HTone them in autumn. But the greenrhouses ma- 
naged in the latter mode are wretched vegetable 
abodes, — biMipitals or pest-houses of plants ; and to 
any person who knows what a green, healthy plant is, 
diey are deformities rather than ornaments. 

Another mode in which green-houses in the metro- 
poUs are sometimes managed, is as follows: The 
occupier of the London house has a villa within 15 
or 20 miles of town, where he has a green-house, or 
grapery and green-house combined, with pits and hot- 
beds, and keeps a gardener. From the country, week- 
ly supplies of vegetables, butter, eggs, fowls^ gream, 
and pots of forc^ articles, are obtained, and faded 
flowers and sickly green-house plants returned. This 
is certainly the proudest and most gratifying mode of 
all; but yet, as far as the green-house is concerned, it is 
attended with less show than where a nurseryman of 
extensive practice in the culture of plants in pots 
is employed. Such a nurseryman has four grand 
sources of disposing of plants in flower, besides his 
ordinary chance-buyers and private custom : first, he 
sells to the hawkers ; next, he can send to Covent- 
garden market by cart-loads ; thirdly, he supplied 
green-houses by the month or year ; and lastly, he 
$upplies routs. He is never, therefore, without a large 
stock in hand ; and in order to make the most of 
these, he first tries them at market when they are 
barely coming into flower, which state suits the shop- 
keepers, who buy to keep them a week or two to sell 
again. If he fails there, the hawkers come to him 
every morning, and see what bargains he has got; and 
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bift mxt resoiurce.is the greeo^haiistoy enbuMsto^ :«r 
jchamber-stages, wbich be supplies by ^fmisa^t; nmi 
*wben be removes tbem from th^^e in their last stugsb 
nf beauty^ be sends them to a rout, whesa oaetnigiii^ 
in general, kills or balf kills alike Ilia, best ttEtd waiil 
of plants, and for which he gets the plant retDrsHsd tmi 
balf its price. In .thisi way it is,' tluit a puUic cteabr 
can always aflford to keep up a finer display o£|iliuitt 
in a town green^house than any private, gentlMMMi 
whatever with a country villa. Some fiuniHesL^wte 
bave no green-^bouse, beep up aistookof plaato.fai 
their rooms by purchasing at the anrfleBies^'w4<«l 
Covent'-gardea market;, but thia k done lU grcattr 
expense than by contracting with a nurser3nBan,'btB*' 
cause the family can make no use of the pluiti vdbM 
out of flower. When this mode is confined, in an^ 
nnals, such as mignionette, wall-flowers^ sweet-peas^ 
&c., or to bulbous roots, it does very well, as tbsai^ 
when they have dime flowering, are of no use to. any 
vne.-^OreenrhQuse Companion, Second Edition, pu 
S44, tx>. which we refer for some excelled directioai 
for the management of town green-bouses. . 

jHanasmtnit of iPIantif in ffl^omttrl. 
* The management of plants in such s^ituations caii 
only be understood to apply to the short time in which 
ttiey are kept there. This time should be as brief as 
possible, if it be intended that the plants should live 
and thrive afterwards. The only true way to have a 
fine display on the chamber-stage, is, never to bring 
the plants there till they are just coming into flower, 
and to remove them when the flowers first show in- 
dications of decay, unless the plant appears to be 
growing sickly before, which with heaths, geraniums, 
and camellias, is very often Ihe case. Daring the 
time they are kept in the chamber, the surface of the 
pot should either be covered with fine, fresh moss or 
coarse sand, to lessen the evaporation from the moist 
earth of the pot, and to prevent the earth frbm caking 
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WiUi tiie beat of the clmnber: the water wUch paaies 
lAroiigb Hie bottom of the pot into the saacer should 
be iastanlly eKtracted with a sponge, to prevent eva- 
j^oration, and none should be spilt cm the leaves or 
tlM stage. As much air should be admitted, by open* 
ing ^ windows, as is consistent with the use of the 
raom, and the sti^e should, in the daytime at least, 
be kept as near the windows as possible. It is not 
assential that the sun should shine on the plants, so 
as they have abundance of reflected light. It is 
almost needless to observe, that they should, before 
being brought there, be tied up, or ottierwise arranged 
with the greatest neatness ; and that, while in the 
diamb^, all decayed or injured parts should be re- 
moved, and any dirt or dust carefully wiped off with 
a mmstened sponge. When the plants are tak<» 
back to the green-house, a little extra heal and 
moisture will, in general, recover them. 

Plants at routs require little management while 
liiere, but must be tastefully arranged individually 
by rods and threads, and well syringed, and also 
watered at the root. The soil should be covered 
with moss, and the pot either cleaned and painted 
in any appropriate body-colour, or chalked, or 
covered with coloured paper. An earthen brown, 
with black and grey lines, is among the most suitable 
colours, whether for the temporary painting, chalk* 
ing, or papering. Where the plants are only to re- 
main one night, they need not be set in saucers, but 
only on paper or small carpets of the size of the 
bottom of the pot; but where they are to decorate 
the apartments for two or three days in succession, 
they should be set in saucers on a little gravel, and 
over the gravel, the saucer filled brimful with moss 
or fine green turf. This looks well, and the spaed 
occupied by the gravel admits of giving the plants 
daily a little water, which greatly refreshes them in 
this state of trial. The arrangement of the plants in 
the rooms is various, and depends on the kind of 
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lOQt or entflrtaiDment. In cammdn cases, Hieiy ave 
{daoed in racessesaml on 8ide*tables» and near.||^mflflM 
whieb may r^ecl them; and a few choice. Bpecimeae 
are scattered over flie floor as single objects. Bat 
in more select entertainments, a proportionate attra^ 
lion is paid to their arrangement. During dinner, a 
few p<^ of fruit-bearing shrubs, or trees with their 
£rait ripe, are ranged almig the centre of the table, 
from.whicb,.duriBg. the dessert, the frnit isgathered by 
the company. Sometimes a row. of orange trees, or 
standard peach*tiees, or cherries, or all of them, in 
fruit, snrroundthe table of the gnests; (me plant 
being placed exactly behind, each chair, leaving room 
for the servants to approach betwten. Sometimes 
mdy .one tall, handsome tree is placed behind the 
fluister,. and. another behind flie mistress; and some- 
tknes. only a few pots of lesser articles axe placed 
on the side^board^ or here and th^e round the room« 
' The drawmg-raom is sometimes laid out like an 
oraiige^grove, by dislzibuting tall orange trees all over 
it in r^nlar quincunx, so that the heads of the trees 
may be higher than those of the company: seats are 
also neatly made over the pots and boxes, to conceal 
them, and serve the purpose of chairs. One or two 
cages with nightingales and canary-birds are dis- 
tdbuted among the branches ; and where there is a 
want of real fruit, that is supplied by art. Some<p 
times also art supplies the entire tree, which, during 
aitificial illumination, ishai^ly recognised as a work 
of art, and a very few real trees and flowers inter- 
spersed with these made ones, will keep up the odour 
and the illusion to nature. Sometimes large picture 
gaUexies are laid out in imitation of parks in the 
ancient or modem style, with avenues, or with groups 
and scattered trees. At masqued routs, caves and 
grottos are formed under conical stages, and covered 
with moss and pots of trees, in imitation of wooded 
bflls. In short, there is no end to the arrangement of 
plants at routs : and the reader is not to suppose 

F f 
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ttat only vmI plants with roots are nooewmvy for 
Ihisparpose; for, provided a few of tkese be jwliGi- 
oasif inteodnoed, all the rest can tie effoeted by 
branches of l>ox, lanmstinos, lanrd, joniper» holly, 
te., decorated with aitificsial flowers and fratts, and 
fitted to stems or trunks to answer either as trees or 
ahrobs; and liesides these, whole puie and fir trees, the 
spruce especially, can be cat over, and (has admirable 
groves fonned in a short time. Artifi<aal supplies of 
odour of the rose, die orange, or die jasmine^ are 
readily procured* Much romantic splendour may be 
produced, in diis way, with littie expense of greens- 
house pfaurts. 

Next to the common domestic fiower^stage, and a 
handsome plant placed here and there in spieue 
places in the lobby, ball, staircase, &e., ate a -few 
choice specaneas of tall plants in fruit or flow^, 
distributed in the drawing-room: the orange, &e 
camellia, die acacia, and tree heaths, are well adapt- 
ed for this purpose.— Gr^mikouM Compaaioii, Se- 
cond Edition, p. 246« 



M. Chateaubriand, speaking of sea-fowl, says they 
have places of rendezvous where you would imagine 
that they were deliberating in common on the affairs 
of their republic ; it is, in general, a rock in the midst 
of the waves. We used often to sit in the island of 
St. Pierre*, on the coast opposite an islet, called by 
the natives the Pigeon-House, on account of its form, 
and because they repair to it in spring for the purpose 
of seeking eggs. We passed whole days and nights 
in studying the manners of the inhabitants of this 
lock : the nights are full of the secrets of Providence. 

• *'At the entrance of tlie ^alf of St. Laurence, 'oki the coast of 
KfwfoQiMllaBd. 



c 
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7be mtritfttide of bifds that assemble at the Pigeont 
Honae i8:SQ.giiMil, that we could fvequealljr distity^ 
Hfuisfa their eiies amid tiie roaring of the most furioiw 
tmttpests. All. these birds have extraordinary voicen^ 
resembling the sounds that issue irom.the sea : if. the 
ocean has its Flora, it has likewise its. Philojnebu 
Whea the curlew whistles at sunset on the point of 
solne roeky accompanied by the hollow roaring of 
the billows, which fonna the bass to the Goneert» it 
pvodttce^ one of the most melancholy harmonies that 
can possibly be conceived : neyer did the wife of 
Cei'x breathe forth such lamentations on the ishores 
iksLt witnessed her misfortunes. The best under* 
standing preyailed in the republic of our birds* Im- 
mediately after the birth of a citizen^ his mother pn^ 
eipitated him into the waves^ like those barbarous 
Biytions who plunged their children into idivers to 
inure them to the fatigues of life. Couriers were in- 
ceiisaoily despatched from this Tyre, vriik numeroua 
Utteodmits, who> by the command of Providence, dis« 
persbd over all the seas for the relief of the majiner. 
Some, stationed at the distance of forty or fifty 
leag^s from an unknown land, serve as a certain in- 
dication to the pilot, who discovers them like corks 
floating on the waves ; others settle on a reef, and in 
the night, these vigilant sentinels raise their doleful 
voiceato warn the navigator to stand off; while others 
again, by the whiteness of their plumage, form real 
beacons upon the black surface of the rocks. It is 
for the same reason, we presume, that the beneficence 
of the Almighty has bestowed on. the foam of the 
waves a phosphoric property, and has rendered it 
more luminous among breakers, in proportion to the 
viofence of the tempest. How many vessels would 
perish amid the darkness, were it not for these mi- 
raculous beacons, kindled by Providence upon the 
rocks! 

All the accidents of the seas, all the changes of 
calm and storm, are predicted by birds. The thrmh 
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* * ' 

ftUghts 0D a desolate strand, conteots h^ neck 
wi&in her plomage, conceals one footin hn do«m^ 
and, standing motionless on the other, apprMses 
the fish^man of the moment when the billows are 
rinng; the seu'-lark skimming the surface of tiie 
wave, and uttering a gentle and melancholy cry, an- 
nounces, on the contrary, the moment of tlK$ir r€^x : 
lastly, the little Procelkaria stations herself in die 
midst of ocean. The faithful companion ofthe ma'^ 
finer, she follows the course of ships, and prophesies 
tempests: The sailor ascribes to her something sa- 
cred^ and religiously fulfils^be duties of hospitality, 
when the violence of the wind tosses her on boanl 
his vessel: in like manner the husbandman pays re^ 
spect to the red-breast, which predicts fine weather ; in 
l&e maimer he receives him beneath bis diatch dur- 
ing the intense cold of the winter. These uirfbrtunale 
men> placed in the two hardest conditions of life, 
have friends whom Providence has prepared for 
them. From a feeble animal they receive counsel 
and hope, which they would often seek in vain among 
their fellow-creatures. This reciprocity of benefits 
between little birds and unfortunate men, is one of 
those moving incidents which abound in the works 
of God. Between the red-breast and the husband- 
man, between the procellaria and the sailor, there is 
a resemblance of manners and of fortunes exceed- 
ingly affecting. O ! how dry, how barren* is Nature, 
when explained by sophists'; but bow productive 
and how rich, when a simple heart describes her 
wonders, with no other view than to glorify tbe 
Creator! 

^ In this month, many invalids, as well as fashion^ 
able birds of passage, take their departure for mor^ 
southern climes, there to hybemate— -and to return, like 
the swallow, in the spring, with renewed health and vi- 
gour; others, more humble in their means, having 
made ttieir little tours in different parts *of France, 



the Netheflands^ or Swiasa-lfoid^ ' tbek shoes worn 
oat, their money spent/ are now on their return to 
that country where both may be replenished. To 
whiUever class our travellers may belong, lew of Ihem, 
we think, will fail to greet ' Old England' with a smile 
of satisfaction; and the more enlightened will readily 
commingle thoughts and feelings with the highly* gift- 
ed authoress of the following lines : — 

The Cliffs ^ Dover, 

[By Felicia Hemans.] 

Rocka of ray coantry ! let the cloud 

Yoor oresjtied heigbta array; 

. And rise ye like a fortress proud 

AboTe tiie surge and spray ! 

My sfHrit greets you as ye stand, 

Breasting the billow's foam; 
Oh, thus tor ever guard the laud, 

The severed land of home ! 

I have left sunny skies behind. 

Lighting up dassic shrines^ 
And music in. the soutbem wind. 

And sunshine qn the vines. 

The breatbiiigsof tlie myrtle flewr's 

Have floated o*er my way ; 
The pilgrim's voice at vesper hours 

Hath soothed me with its lay. 

The isles of Greece, the hills of Spain, 

The purple heav'ns of Rome — 
Yes, all are glorious ; yet ft^n 

1 bless Ifaee, land of home 1 

For thine the Sabbath peace, my land ; 

And thine the guarded hearth ; 
And thine the dead, the noble band, 

That make thee holy earth. 
Their voices meet me in thy breeze; 

Their steps are on thy plains ; 
Their names, by6td*mi^estie trees, 

Are whispered round thy fanes. 

Their blood ha& mingled with the tide 

Of thine exulting sea; — 
Oh ! be it still a joy, a pride. 

To live and die for thee ! ForgeuMe-NoU 

Pf2 
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[Concluded from p. 307.] 

A black rock rears its bosom o*er the spray, 

The haunt of birds — 

There sbriily to the passing oar is heard 

Tbe«tartled echoof the ocean bird. 

Who rears.OB its bare bremt her calW«r brood,. 

The feathered fishers of tbe solitude. 

Standing upon the marge nt of the main. 

Whilst the high, boiling tide oame tumbling in, 

I felt my fluctuating thoughts maintain 
As great an ocean, and as rude within; 

As full of waves, and depths, and broken grounds, 

As that which daily laves her chalky bounds. 

The coast lies as quiet as the sky. 
The sands untumbled, the green waves untost. 

When all is stillness, save the sea-bird's cry 
And dolphin's leap, and little billow crost 
By some low rock or shelve, that made it fret 
Against the boundary it scarcely wet. 

Deq>1y still, without a motion. 
Lies the bosom of the deep ; 
While each breeze that roams the ocean 

On its snrtace seems to sleep. 
Scarcely swells a single wave, 
All is silent as the grave. 
But heaven grows brighter, 
The clouds part asunder, 
Loud murmurs the Seabreeze 

That slumbered before ; 
The ship spreads her pinions. 

The billows break under 
Her prow as she passes. 
But, lo ! 'tis the shore. 

When the great ship 
Sinks in the ocean deptlis, the gentle hmUyon 
In safety builds upon the reeling wave. 
And slumbers through the tempest. 
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> . [By Mrs. Ilemans.] 
Tlie «e»»bird'i* wipg* o'er ocean's brfia^i 

Shoots Ulie a glancio^ star. 
While the red radiance of the west 

Spreads kitidting fast and far ; 
And yet that spletidoor wins thee liot,-^ 

Thy still and IfaDogliffal eye. 
Dwells bat on one dark, distant spot 

Of all the main and sky. . 
Look round thee !— o'er the slnmb'rin^ deep ^' 

' A solemn glory broods ; . ' ' • 

A fire balb toacbed the beaconnsteep, - ) 

And all tbe. golden woods: .. < 

. A thousand gorgfMMis clouds on high } 

Burn with tlie amber light; — 
What spell, from that rich pageantry. 

Chains down thy gazing sight ? | 

A chasf ning Ibotrght of hmnan cares, 

A feeling, linked to earth ! 
Is not yon speck a bark, which bears 

The toyed of many a hearth ? 
Oh I do not hope, and grief, and fear, 

Crowd her frail world e'en now. 
And mahhood's prayer and woman's tear 

Follow her vont'roas prow ? . 
Bright are the floating clouds above. 

The glitt'ring seas below ; 
But we are bound by cords of Tove 

To kindfed weal and woe ! 
Therefore, amidst this wide array 
. Ofglorious things and fair» . 
My soul is on that bark's lone way, 

for human hearts are there. Literary Souvenir* 

Islands PRODUCED BY Insects. * '\\^ 
The whole group of the Thousand Islands, and ior 
deed the greater part of all those whose surfaces are 
flat, in the neighbourhood of the equator, owe their 
origin to the labours of that order of marine worms 
which Linnaeus has arranged under the qiune of Zoo- 
pkyta. These little animals, in a most surprising man- 
ner, construct iheir calcareous habitations under an 
infinite variety of forms, yet with that order and re- 
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gaiarity, each after its own maiifiec, which, to the mi- 
nute inquirer, is so discernible in every part of the 
creation. Bat, aUbongh the eye may beeonvinced of 
the factj it is difficult for the human mind to conceive 
the possibility of insects so small being endued with 
^e power, much less of being furnished in, tjieir own 
bodies with the materials of ooDSttaoting the immense 
fabrics, which, in almost every part of the Eastern and 
Pacific Oceans lying between the tropics, are met 
with in the shape of detached rocks, or re^fs of great 
extent, just even with the surface, or islands already 
clothed with plants, whose bases are fixed at the bot- 
tom of the sea, several hundred feet in depth, where 
light and heat so very essential to animal life, if not 
excluded, are ' sparingly received and feebly felt. 
Thousands of such rock^, and reels, and islands, are 
known to exist in the eastern ocean, within, and even 
beyond the limits of the tropics. The eastern coast 
of New Holland is almost wholly girt with reefs and 
islands of coral rock, rising perpendicularly trom the 
bottom of the abyjas. Ca^in Kent, of the Buffalo, 
speaking of a coral reef of many miles in extent, on 
the south-west coast of New Caledcmia, observes, 
that ' it is level with the water^s edge, and towards die 
sea, as steep to as a wall of a house ; that he sounded 
frequently within twice the ship's length of it with a 
line of 150 fathoms, or 900 feet, without being able 
to reach the bottom/ How wonderfal, how incon- 
ceivable^ that such stupendous fabrics should rise 
into existence from the silent, but incessant, and 
almost imperceptible labours of such insignificant 
Wenns! 

Compared witU tbia amazing edifice, 
Raised by the weakest creatures in existence, '" 

Wliat are the works of intellectual man ? 
Towers^ temples, palaces, and-isepfilchretf; 
Ideal i^wgpesiiaacqlptQrefl forms, 
Tbpfp^bts i^ewB iq columns, or ip domes expanded,) 
i*ancies through every maze of beauty shown ; 
Pdde, gratitude, affectioB ttuned to inarlife 
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In honour of the liviDg or tlie dead ; 
What are they ?~ fine-wrought miniatares of art, , 

Too exquisite to bear the weight of dew. 
Which every room lets fall in pearls upon them, 
11U all their pomp sinks down in ntonldering relics, 
Yet in their ruin lovelier than their prime 
—Dust in the balance, atoms in the gale, 
Compared with these achievements in the deep, 
Were all the monnrtients of olden time, ' 
In days when there were giants on the earth: 
— Babel's stupendous folly, though it aimed 
To scale heaven's battlements, was but a toy, 
The plaything of the world in infancy :— 
The ramparts, towers, and gates of Babylon, 
Bnilt for eternity,— though where they stood, 
Ruin itself stands still for lack of work, . 
And Desolation keeps unbroken sabbath ; — 
Great Babylon, in its full moon of empire. 
Even when its * head of gold^ was smitten off, 
And from a monarch changed into a brute; — 
Great Babylon was like a wrei^h of sand. 
Left by one tide, and cancelled by the next : — 
^ Egypt s dread wonders, still defying Time, 

Where cities have been crumbled into sand, 
Scattered by winds beyond the Libyan desert, 
Or melted down into the mud of Nile, 
And cast in tillage o'er the corn-sown fields. 
Where Memphis Qt^urished, and the Pharaohs reigned ;— 
Egypt's grey piles of hieroglyphic grandeur. 
That have survived the language which they speak, 
Preserving its dead emblems to the eye. 
Yet hiding from the mind what these reveal ; 
— Her pyramids would be mere pinnacles, ^ . 
Her giant statues, wrought from rocks of granite, 
But puny ornaments for such a pile 
A s this stupendous mound of catacom bs. 
Filled with dry mummies of the builder-worms. 

Pelican Jtland, 

Some remarks on this subject by Capt. Hall, in 
his voyage to the Island of Loo-Choo, are very 
curious. The examination of a coral reef, he ob- 
serves, during the different stages of one tide, is par- 
ticularly interesting. When the tide has left it for 
some time it becomes dry, and appears to be a com* 
pact rock, exceedingly bard and ragged ; but as the 
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tide rises, and the waves begin to wasb o¥6r it, the 
coral worms protrude themselves from holes which 
before were invisible. These animals are of a great 
variety of shapes aad sizes, and in sudi prodigious 
numbers, that, in a short time, the whole surface of 
the rock appears to be alive and in motion. The 
most common worm is in the form of a star, with 
arms from four.tp six inches long, which are moved 
about with a rapid motion in all directions, probably 
to catch food. Others are so sluggish, that they may 
be mistaken for pieces of the rock, and are generally 
of a dark colour, and from four to five inches long, 
and two or three round. When the coral is broken 
about high-water mark, it is a solid hard stone ; but 
if any part of it be detached at a spot which the tide 
reaches every day, it is found to be full of worms of 
different lengths and colours, .soiUe being ^s fime as a 
thread and several feet long, of a bright yellow, and 
sometimes of a blue colour; others resemble snails ; 
and some are not unlike lobsters in shape^ but soft, 
and not above two inches long. 

The growth of corai^ appears to cease when the 
worm is no longer exposed to the washing of the sea. 
Thus a reef rises in the form of a cauliflower, till its 
top has gained the level of the highest tides, above 
which the worm has no power to advance, and the 
reef, of course, no longer extends itself upwards. The 
other parts in succession reach the surface, and there 
stop, forming in time a level field with steep sides aU 
round. The reef, however, continually increases, 
and, being prevented from growing higher, extends it- 
self laterally in all directio.ns. But the growth being 
as rapid at tibe upper edge as it is lower dQW,n, the 
steepness of the face of the reef is still preserved^ 
These are the circumstances which render coral reefs 
so dangerous in navigation ; for, in. the first place, 
they are seldom seen above the water; and, in the 
iiextf their sides are so steep, that a ship's bow may 
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gtrike ag^nit the rock before any chanj^e of sound* 
ings has given warning of the danger. -^See some 
beaatifnl poetical illustrations of the subject in Mont- 
gomery's ' Pelican Island/ to which we are inddt>ted 
ior the above information. 



THIS month was named^ like the preceding ones» 
from the place it held in the Romulean Cidendarb 
Capricorn is the sign given to it. 

i^ematta!)le Ba^s; 

In DECEMBER 1828. 
*3. 1826. ^JOliN FLAXMAN DIED, 

Professor of Sculpture to the Royal Academy. 
He was an excellent Greek and Latin scholar, and 
bis wind seems to have been early imbued with that 
fdassic feeling' and tai^te which it is essential for a 
historical sculptor to possess^ and which laid the 
foundation of his future celebrity. He was ad- 
mitted a student of the Royal Academy in 1770. 
In 1782, he married Miss Anne Denman, of a respec- 
table family in London, not only an amiable, but a 
highly accomplished female, to whom he was greatly 
indebted, when designing from the Greek authors, 
for pointing out beauties which might have escaped 
}iim, and which told in his productions with admira^ 
lile effect. 

In 1787, Mr. Flaxman went to Italy, where he pur- 
sued his studies for seven years. While resident at 
Rome, he made for Mr. Hare Naylor about eighty 
designs from the Iliad and Odyssey. These were so 
Mghly approved, that he was afterwards engaged to 
illustrate, in the same manner, the works of Dante 
for Mr. Thomas Hope, and JSschylus for the late 
Countess Spencer. All these designs were made at 
Rome and engraved there by Thomas Piroli. The Ho- 
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mer was piiblkhed in4to^ 1793, and again, witfa tiddi^ 
iional plates, in 1805; the iGschylus in 1795; the 
Dante in 1807. His iUnstratioiiB of Hesiod were made 
after bis retom to England. Tfae original drawings 
remain in the possession of bis sisters ; and engra- 
vings from them, by W. Blake, were published in 
1816. These magnificent works established his fEime 
throughout Europe, particularly among the critics 
and cognoscenti of Italy and Germany, with whom 
he is considered to have acquired a higher reputa- 
tion than any artist of our country, excepting Sir 
Christopher Wren and Sir Joshua Reynolds. In 
1794, Mr. Flaxman returned to England, and was 
elected, on his way, a Member of the Academies of 
Florence and Carrara. His first work on his return, 
and for which he received the commission before he 
left Rome, was the monument to Lord Mansfield, in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Of the other numerous sepulchral monaments 
which he designed and executed, it may be sufficient 
to mention those to Earl Howe, Captain Miller, 
Lord Nelson, and Sir Joshua Reynolds, in St. Paul's 
Cathedral ; several in Westminster Abbey, and a 
variety of others in difierent cathedrals and churches 
in £nglaBd^ 

' For his present Majesty, Flaxman designed a 
model of the shield of Achilles. This exquisite 
performance is now well knoi^n to the public from 
die duplicate copy, sold among the plate of the 
Duke of York, for 1000 guineas, only half itsiorigir 
nal cost. It may be added, that Mr. Flaxmaii had 
made the designs for nearly all the sculpture for the 
exterior of the King's new palace, and was to have 
executed as muqh of it as he could undertake, — but 
the whole was to have been under his direction. 
These were the last drawings he touched, and are now 
invaluable.. 

; * See these euamerated in the G-entleinan's Magaslne, vol. xovif, 
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6. SAINT NICHOLAS. 

Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, in Lycia, holding 
a place in the calendar on the 6th December, had 
the title of Great, and appears to have been honoured 
by public worship, ever since the sixthcentnry. His- 
torians are agreed, that nothing certain is recorded 
of the circumstances of the life or death of this saint; 
we know that he has supplied the place of the hea- 
then deities worshipped by mariners, and that sailors 
pray to him in the frequent dangers of the seas, as 
the ancients invoked Neptune, and Castor and Pol- 
lux. Baillet, and all those who have related an ac- 
count of the numerous miracles performed by Saint 
Nicholas, agree in saying that he calmed a sea*storm 
in a voyage he made to the Holy Land ; and Riba- 
deneira adds that, during the same voyage, he brought 
to life a sailor, who was furling one of the sails in the 
fore-top, and fell dead upon the deck. Hence, np 
doubt, the origin of the particular veneration in 
which he is held by mariners. In all the churches 
and chapels dedicated to our bishop, we find St. 
Nicholas represented in his pontifical dress, with 
three naked young children at his feet, in a little tub. 
The following miracle is said to have given rise to 
this circumstaiice : A certain innkeeper having mur- 
dered three young scholars, cut them in pieces, put 
them into a salting-tub, and sold their flesh to his 
customers instead of other viands. St. Nicholas^ 
by a process not often resorted to by these saints, 
quickly converted the salt meat into^esA, by uniting 
the pieces, and restoring the unfortunate boys to their 
pristine form and stature. Hence the origin, it is 
said, of the children in the pickling^tub. 

The proverb of Saint Nicholas que marie lesfiUes 
avec Us gas (Saint Nicholas who marries young men 
and maidens) appears to be derived from the follow* 
ing circumstance related in his life ;— that he went se- 
veral times to the house of a person whom he knew 

o g 
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in the town of Patare, and threw bags of money into 
it, at the window, that his daughters, three yonng 
and pretty girls, who had beeA rednced by the mis- 
fortunes of their father to seek their maintenance by 
evil courses, might be enabled to find hnsbands, and 
abandon their wicked life. 

Whatever may have been the origin of the circam- 
"Stances we have recorded, it is certain that St. Ni- 
cholas is still held in great veneration in the ancient 
province of Lorraine, one town of which still biears 
his name, that of St. Nicholas, near the city of 
Kancy. He is, in this country, the patron Saint of 
children of both sexes, and of adolescence' in the 
male. At the age of ten or twelve years, the girls 
lose the protection of this great Saint, to* pass im- 
mediately under the pious guardianship of Saint d- 
therine, their common patron ; the boys, to the day 
of their marriage, remain devoted to the worship 
bf St. Nicholas, whose {He is celebrated every year 
with feasting, and other pleasant meetings. The 
fathers and mothers, among the common people, in- 
Btil into their children, from their earliest infancy, 
the notion, that on the night of the 6th of December, 
the day of the f^te of Saint Nicholas, he descends 
into all the houses through the chimney, and leaves 
for every child some mark of his satis^ction of dis- 
pleasure, according as the infant has been grood or 
naughty in his behaviour. Saint Nicholas, they say, 
travels in the air, followed by an ass, laden with two 
panniers ; one of them full of sugar-plums and good 
things, — and the other of rods: he leaves his ass at 
the top of the chimney, and descends alone into the 
room. That the Saint's opinion of the young family 
may be known, each of them is ordered to put, near 
the principal fire-place in the house, one or two of 
the shoes they are accustomed to wear; for it is there 
that the great distributor of rewards and punish- 
ments to children places his sweetmeats or his rods. 

On the dth of December^ in the evening, lOl ih6 



AbiUlfM., boya a^ well aa girls, befofe tbey go to bed; 
bring a clean pair of shoe^, aad place tfaemnndei: 
tlie diimiM^; and thep^xt moming^yery early j, every 
Qa^.ntnS'Wiih eagerness to receive the preaent o^ 
Saint Nicholaa. T^Q parents^ who have, for along, 
time previously tQ this day, threatened and promised 
<be yeittogstei^ in the name of the great St. Nicholsi9^ 
put something in the shoes, according to the beha:^: 
viour of the children. They commonly fill the.shoeS: 
withaweetmeata^ pastry* d^y confectionary, and other 
Biceties.; sometimes they put in money, or a parti*, 
cnlar toy for which the child has expressed a wish; 
and lastly, rods, the length and thickness of which 
are proportioned to the age of the child and the of- 
fences it has committed. Sometimes a sprig of birch 
accompanies the sugar-plums, to show that the Saint 
is still somewhat angry, and as a warning to the child 
to behave better in future. The moment of .visiting 
the shoes, for the sake of discovering their contents, 
is always an interesting one to the parents, who 
watch with anxiety the joy. of some, and the tears of 
others of their children. 

This singular custom was, before the Revolution, 
observed by all classes of society, and the poor ehU- 
dten who had no leather shoes, placed theit sabots 
(wooden shoes) under their parent's chimney ; who, 
instead of sugar-plums and sweetmeats, furnished the 
sabots with some fruit or cheap cakes. This was 
also the custom in Hollandy as appears by a picture 
of Cornelius Troost^s, a Dutch painter distinguished 
by his portraits and historical pieces. This pabrtiBg 
was engraved in 1761, by the celebrated Jacob JETom- 
braken, under the name of the F^te of Saint Nicholas. 
It represents the interior of a Dutch house, at the 
moment when four children come to examine their 
Aoes, and receive the gifts of the great Saint Ni- 
cholas, in the presence of the father and mother. One 
of the children is crying, because he has found no* 



S53 REMARKABLE DAYS 

thiof^ bat rods, while the others are safficiently pleased 
with their toys and cakes. 

Mad. de (renlis says, that in Swisserland, oo St. 
Nicholas's day, playthings are hid among th^ flowers 
and fruits, and a part is put on the top of trees for 
the boys. We saw this amusement take place in a 
large garden, and the crowds of children assembled 
formed one of the most animating and pleasing 
sights. 

A singular instance of superstition, as it respects 
St. Nicholas, lately took place in Deyoi^hire :— ^see 
oar last Tolume, p. 366. 

7. — SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENt. 

Hymn /or <Au Day, 6^ Professor Mi LM AN, 

The eliariot! the cbariot! its wheels roll od fire. 

As the Lord cometb down in the poiujp of his ire: 

Self-moving it drives on its pathway of cloud, 

And the Heavens with the burthen of Godhead are bowed. 

The glory ! the glory ! by myriads are poared, 
The hosts of the Angels to wait on their Lord ; 
And the glorified saints and the martyrs are there. 
And all who the palm-wreath of victory wear 1 

The trumpet! the tmrapet ! the dead have all heard: 
Lo, the depths of the stone-covered charnel are stirred: 
From the sea, from the land, from the south and the north, 
The vast generations of man are come forth. 

The judgment! the judgment! the thrones are all set, 
Where the Lamb and the white-vested Elders are met! 
All flesh is at once in the sight of the Lord, 
And the doom of eternity hangs on his word ! 

Oh meroy ! oh mercy ! look down from above. 
Creator ! on us, thy sad children, with love I 
When beneath to their darkness the wicked are driven, 
May our sanctified souls find a mansion in heaven ! 

Bp, Hehei^s Hynm$. 
8. CONCEPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY. 

This festival was instituted by Anselm, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, because William the Conqueror's fleet, 
being in a storm, afterwards came safe to shore* 
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13; — SAINT LUCY. 
Lucy^ a virgin martyr, was a native of Syracuse, 
who suffered in tUe year 305. 

*14. 1826. — M . MALTE-BRUN DIED, 

Author of ' Political, Physical, and Math^msitical 
Geography,' in sixteen volumes octavo ; ' A Sum- 
mary of Universal Geography;* and other valuable 
and important works. 

16. O SAPIENTIA. 

This is the commencement of an anthem, which, 
in the Romish church, used to be sung from tbi3 day 
imtil Christmas-eve: O sapientia, qu<B ex ore Altis- 
simi prodisti, &c. 

17, 19, 20. — EMBER DAYS. See p, 50. 

21.— ^SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE. 

St. Thomas is said to have preachi&d the Gospel 
in Media and Persia, and, about the year 73, to have 
been pierced through with a dart. 

This is the shortest day, and is at London 7 h. 44 
m. 17. s* ; allowing 9 m. ds* for refraction. — Let us 
remember that life itself is but one long day, divided 
into the four portions of infancy, youtii, manhood, and 
age ; the mornings noon, eve, and night, of our earthly 
sojourn in this vale of tears. With what beauty and 
pathos does the amiable author of the ^Pelican 
isfoitd' dilate upon the different periods of life! 

Life is the transinigration of a soul 
Tbroagb various bodies, various states of being; 
New mauiiers, passions, tastes, pursuits in each ; 
In nothing, save in consciousness, the same. 
Infancy, adolescence, manhood, age, 
Are alway moving onward, alway losing 
Themselves in one another, lost at length. 
Like undulations, on the strand of death. 
The sage of threescore years and ten looks back, — 
With many a pang of lingering tenderness. 
And many a shuddering conscience-fit,— H)n what 
He hath been, is not, cannotfo^ again ; 
iNor trembles less with fear and hope, to think 
6g2 
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What be is npw, bat cannot loog jcautfnue, 
And wbat he most be through uncounted ages. 
— ^The Child; — we know no more of happy childhood, 
Than happy childhood knows of wretched eld.; 
And all our dreams of its felicity 
Are incoherent as its own crude visions : 
We but begin to live from that fine point 
Which memory dwells on, with the morning-star^ 
The earliest note we heard the cuckoo sing. 
Or the first daisy that we ever plucked, 
When thoaghts themselves were stars, and birds, and fiovrer$. 
Pure brilliance, simplest music, wild perfume. 
Thenceforward, mark the metamorphoses ! 
— ^The Boy, the CHrl; — when all was joy, hope, promise t 
Yet who would be a Boy, a Girl again. 
To bear the yoke, to long for liberty,. 
And dream of what will never come to pass ? 
— The Youth, the Maiden; — living but for love. 
Yet learning soon that life hath other cares. 
And joys less rapturous, but more enduring : 
— The Womdn :^ia her ofispring multiplied ; 
A tree of life, whose glory is her branches, 
. . ..Beneath. whose shadow, she fboth root aind stem). 
Delights to dwell in meek obscurity. 
That they may be the pleasure of beholders : 
-^The Man ; — as father of a progeny. 
Whose birth requires his death to make them roibm, 
Yet in whose lives he feels his resuvrectioo, . 
And grows immortal in his children's children : 
—Then the gray Elder ; — ^leaning on his staff. 
And bowed beneath a weight of years, that steal 
Upon him with the secrecy of sleep, 
( No snow falls lighter than the snow of age, 
None. with such subtlety benumbs the frame) . 

Till he forgets sensation, and lies down 
Dead in the lap of his primeval mother ; 
She throws a shroud of turf and flowers around him, 
Then Calls the worms, and bids them do their ofllce: 
—Man giveth up the ghost,— and where is He ? 
• « » 

Heaven and earth 
Shall pass away, but that which thinks within me 
Must think for ever ; that which feels must feel : 
— / am, arid I can never cease to he, 

O thou that rcadest ! take this parable 
Home to thy bosoms tbibk as I have thought^ 
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And (etl as I hwe felt, tliroaf^b all tbe Qimagei^ 

Which Time, Life, Death, the world's great actors, wrought. 

While centaries swept lilce morning dreams before me^ 

And thou shaft find this moral to m^ song: < 

^^Thou art, and thou canst never cease to be: 

What then are time, life, death, the world to thee ? 

I may not answer; ask eternity. 

25. CHRISTMAS DAY. 

According to some authors, the festival of Christinas 
was first established by Pope Julias in 336, in oppon 
sition to the idolatrous worship which the heathens 
paid to tbe reviving sun, Sol novus; and Saint An- 
gustin exhorts the faithful to celebrate this holy day; 
not as the Pagans did in honour of the sun, but to ttie 
glory of him who created this splendid luminary. In 
our previous volumes, we have recorded a great va* 
riety of old English customs that were practised at 
this joyful season; and we could now add to ths 
collection : — for the sake of variety, however, we will 
take a trip — not to Paris, but to the Provinces of 
France, where, as we have already seen, a very coft>- 
«iderable number of curious, and some of them plea^ 
ing customs, still exist at different periods of the 
year. 

Ceremony of the Flambeaux. —Before the Revolu^- 
tion, a custom existed at Dreux only, which, thereis 
no doubt, derived its origin from the sacred ceremoi* 
nies of the ancient Druids. Every year, on Christmas 
JEve, the inhabitants of each quarter of the town xuA 
together, and went in procession to tbe town*haU; 
each person carrying a flambeau or flaming brand 
upon his shoulder, which he was very careful to keep 
dry and ready for this ceremony ; the little childien 
also had their torches, made of a dried plant and 
soaked in oil. The clergy, in their white albs, ac^ 
companiedby the magistrates in full costume, pror 
ceeded also to the town-hall. At five o'clock in 
the evening, the different persons forming the pro- 
cession bcipg a^sembled^ they set out with their 
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flambeaux, cryuig Nollil, Nokt, (GbnatmoB ! Christ- 
mas!') Tbey went three times round the market* 
place, and thence to St, Peter's church, which they 
also circumambulated, bawling out lustily,. Nail^ No- 
let, Nolet I The shepherds and shepherdesses belong- 
ing to the different farms in the neighbourhood of 
the town, also contributed to form a part of the pro- 
cession; they were all clad in white, and decorated 
widi ribands and cockades. They carried Teiy ele- 
giaQily formed sheep-racks, and liad withtbu^m a 
Bomber of pretty lambs ornamented withribanda^. . . 
The procession round the chujrch being finished^ 
tiie clergy sang the Christmas hymns,, and chanted 
ibe Te Jiemm. The inhabitants, preserving 'thdir dis*^ 
linction of quarters, formed one general circle, an4 
ocmstracted a pile of their flambeaux, leaTing Hie 
|iart that was not lighted outwards. After the reli^ 
gious hymns were finished, every one took up th« 
tsmams of his flambeau, threw it across his shoulder^ 
imd fell into the procession, each quarter of the city 
lerming a. distinct body* 

' Daring tho whole of the ceremony, a largcbell was 
lolled, which is still in the tower of the towA^h^ll^ 
it weighs from 6 to 8000 pounds, and appears tcbiure 
been cast expressly fox tlus custom, for the.pEOcesston 
of the flambeaux is represented on the outside oi it, 
wad the ibeas of the people is very ancieot. There 
was a regular endowment of ten crowns.for the nig^ 
Imsg of this bell ^t the peremony just d^s»ctibed. The 
procession was conducted with great decoram, con^ 
iridering the number of persons engaged in it* : tiiis 

■ The word NM, anciently written Na^M, is derived from NiMtt$^ 
MBW ytftr. Nouel was formerly used in France as a cry of plcaauDe 
and joy ; the people made the air resound with the cries of Noel, 
NoeU ftt all public rejoicings, baptisms, marriaged, and coronations 
of their kings. 

s The most distingaished persons solicited the honour of carrying « 
flambeau. M. de Penthi^Yre, his family, and the whole of the nobi- 
lity, formed a part of the procession, and Carried flambeaui on their 
duMildert in the nlmc mamtt «t the Buciuiest ^iinn. 
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ceremony \yas held id so mach venerationvthatthos^' 
who formed a part of it fasted daring the whole of 
the time^ eating nothing till about eight o'clock in the 
evening^ the time of its completion. . It was said that 
the flambeaux wotild not bum any one, and yet, say 9 
M. Cochin, we hare seen many a dress and many m 
cap ignited by it; but, say the good folks, thisjire 
never hurts any b6dy> It is certainly surprising that 
no accidents have occurred, when we consider thai 
the lofts oyer the market-place are always full of 
straw, and that there are from two to three thousand^ 
firebrands, at the least, carried about it and bran^ 
dished in the air, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
these combustible materials. The remainii of the 
flambeaux are considered sacred, and as pr^serva« 
tlves against misfortune. 

This custom, as we have said, is derived from the 
Druids, and from their belief that a virgin would, 
some day, be delivered Of a child. Above the por^ 
tal of the subterraneous church of Notre Dame, at 
Chartres, this Latin inscription is still seen — Virgitii 
paritura. The Druids went up to the forest of Dreux, 
or Cotais, and brought back the mistletoe, which they 
burnt in honour of this unknown virgin: they had a 
black statue of her, which is believed to t»e the same 
as was found in the subterraneous church at Chartres* 
Every one, after the ceremony of the mistletoe, took 
up the remains of the pile, and returned home. 

This custom of carrying flambeaux was observed 
only at Dreux, because, it is said» that at this place 
ther6 was once a sacred college of the Druids, and that 
they performed their sacrifices in a temple they had i^ 
Fermincourt, and which then formed one of the qoar* 
ters of the town of Dreux. 

TlieCHRiSTMAS Loc^AtCommercy, andthrough-^ 
out the ancient Lorraine, on the 24th of December^ 
about six in the evening, it is the custom to put a very 
large piece of wood, the ' Christmas Log,' on the 
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bearth, .between four and fiye feet in length, and to net 
fire to one end of it, ^o that the little children sit at 
(lie other end for the purpose of warming themselves* 
At the return of the midnight mass, every one pari- 
takes of a repast called recinon, or second sapper^ 
probably from the Latin word re-ccBnare* 

In mapv parts of France, on Christmas J^ve, the 
&ther of the family, with hi^ wife and cbildrep, and 
a blazing fire bcifbre them, sing the Christmas c^arols ; 
tibe yoiingest child is ordered to go into a corner- of 
fte room, and say bi^ prayers ; and, in the mean time,i 
the father plapes behind the hearth^ pr in a hole of 
tte pile of wood, several parcels pf ^ngar-plums and 
lolly-pops: the child cpmes to the fire with a stick 
in hii9 band, and strikes the piece of wood till the 
sngar-pliims fly out, and hastily gathers them pp 
fr^mthelog. 

, On Christmas Eve, before thq midnight mass, it is 
Qie eostom at Bwrneviah in a great number pf bouses^ 
particularly in the convents, to place on l^e hearth 
#f^ apartment moat in use, the largest log they oan 
find, and one. fbat* will biim. for. .fjr^e.daya;. hence 
the common name of trifl^^ or three fires^ 

iSh9^^^i(Mi« on CAmlilia^ £w*--Aboat fi% jtears 
aiMie,it was die general belief, in the Canton of JBo»* 
mval, that on Christmas Eve^ while the genealogy 
was being chanted at the midnight mans^ .all hidden 
treasures would he discovered ; and many personal 
knbiied witii this pcej«dice, proceeded in silence to 
anbterraoeous passages, caves; and old ruined houaes^ 
in th^ confident hope of meetfaig with heaps of ^ un* 
told gold,' to repay them for the tronbte of their 
seard^. 

In the district of Sologne, it is still believed fliat 
on Christmas Eve, from twelve p.m. till the noon of the 
following day, the. hors^, cows, oxen, bulls, asses^ 
ft.c. have the fietculty of speech; but they do not teU 
us what language they talk : and these animals aiQ 
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said, at this time, to complain of their masters, or 
to praise them, according, to the treatment they have 
received. This gift of speech is not in operation till 
just before twelve at night, and finishes at noon on 
Christmas Day, or sooner, if the person who has the 
care of the animals be guilty of any mortal sin. If 
the Solognais wish to discover whether their servants 
are faithful to them, they send those whom they sus- 
pect to take care of these beasts ; and if they refuse, 
they are ordered to go the niext day. 

The Solognese women also pretend that they must 
not send their homed cattle to graze before noon on 
Christmas Day,, because they will butt one another 
and receive some dangerous wounds. 

26. ^SAINT ST£PH£H. 

.Stephen was the first deacon chosen by the apos* 
ties : he was stoned to death, in the year 83.— >On 
Saint Stephen'js Day» about three centuries ago, an 
Italian monk was appointed to pronounce a long 
eulogium upon the Saint. As the day was preU^ 
prell advanced, the priests, who were getting hungry, 
and were aj^rehensive of a tedious panegyric, whisr 
l^ed to their comriMle to be brief. The monk 
mounted tlie pulpit, and after a short preamble, said, 
' My brethren, it is only about a year since I told yoa 
all I knew about St. Stephen. As I have beard 
nothing new with respect to him since that time, I 
fdiall add nothing to what I said before T And so^ 
iliaking the sign of ihe croiis, he walked off. 

27.— JOHN EVANGELIST. — See p. 148. 

28. — INNOCENTS. 

This day, often called Childermiis Day, is set apart 
to celebrate the slaughter of the Jewish children by 
Herod, mentioned by Saint Matthew, and confirmed 
by Macrobius. — An account of the manner in which 
tile funerals of young children are generally conduct; 
^d, in Catholic countries, is given incur last volumeji 
p.379. 
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&n tj^e Seatjft of & ®]b{lli. - 

[From Specimens of Polish Poets.] 

Tbou angel child ! thy iDoiirnfal dress before me 

Throws bitterer sorrow o'er me ; 
Thy little ornaments of joy and gladness 

Awake a deeper sadness, 
Keyer again to wear your splendours — ^never ; 

All hope is fled for ever. 
A sleep, a hard and iron sleep bath bound thee, 
. Dark night bath gathered round thee. 
Thy golden belt is dim ; thy flower-wreathed tresses 

Scattered— I'by summer dresses 
Which thy poor mother wrought; she had arrayed thee 

For love— and we have laid thee 
In the tomb's bridal bed ; and now thy dower 

Is a funereal flower, 
A little Abroud, a grave. Sweet child I thy lather 

Some odorous hay shall gather, 
To pillow thy cold bead. Peath's dormitory 

Holds thee, and all thy glory. bowrd^gI 

31.~SAINT SILVESTER. 

Silrester was Bishop of Rome, sacceeding Mil- 
tiades in 814 : he died in 384. 
' On the last day of the months in December, tite 
children, in the environs of Bonneval, are told that 
if they hang up their hats, caps, or shoes in ttia 
chimney, the Goodman Year will come early in the 
morning, and leave some presents for them ; and ii 
is so managed, that the parents put something in the 
nhoes for, their children, as a little money, or some 
dii^ar>plnms. They also give them what is called 
their cocheHns, or little cakes made in the hnmrna 
shape,. with a bead, body, arms, &c. The children 
afterwards go about from house to house, carrying 
the image, and demanding their guillanneu, or n^w 
year's girt, siiying, ' Good morning, good year,' &c* 

*31. 1827.— WILLIAM GIFFORD DIED. 

He was bom at Asbburton in Devonshire ; and 
when eight years of age, was placed at a free-school^ 
where he made little progress : three years afterwards 



his fiUher died, leaving his mother in penary, with 
tide task of supporting her two sons. In less than a 
j^ear she followed her husband to the grave, and the 
eUldren were left destitute. The farnitnre of the 
moUier was seized for debt by a remorseless creditor, 
who was afterwards stimiilated, by <he reproaches of 
the town, to put his godson, young Williani Gifford, 
to school. He was then thirteen. The younger child^ 
aged about two^ was sent to the alms-bouse. In 
three months, the godfather became tired of tiie ex^ 
pense of the lad's schooling, and put him to the 
plough. From the plough he was removed to a small 
eoasting vessel, belonging to Brixham, in Torbay, as 
a ship-boy. The fish- women continually spoke of 
the wretched state of this unfortunate lad, and the 
reproaches of the inhabitants of Ashburton against 
the godfather induced him once more to put the boy 
to school. His progress was now rapid, and at the age 
of fifteen, the godfottier told htm that be had learned 
quke enough, and apprenticed him to a shoemaiser. 
The apprentice possessed but one book in the worid^«< 
A treatise on algebrO'-^hut of paper, ink, date or 
pMicil, he was totally destitute ; nor hiad he a penny 
t0 buy any. Being partial to tiie matii^natical sci^ 
ences, he sat up, night after night, at his studies, and* 
beat out small pieces of leather to a smooth suifac^* 
upon which he contrived ta work his algebraic pn>« 
blems. ButCrispin found out this practice, and con*-^ 
ceiting k both a loss of time and of leather, severely' 
chastised the votary of the sciences. Some doggrel 
verses of the lad had aittracted the attention* of Mr.. 
Cookesley> a surgeon. This gentleman set about 
^a subscription for purdiasing the remainder of the 
time of William Gifford, and for enabling him to im^ 
prove himself in writing and Ehiglish grammar/ The. 
majority of the subscribers put down 59., and none 
subscribed more than half-a<*guinea. Gifford now 
studied asdduously) and in two years, being then 
22 years of age^ he wHs pr^uounced fit for the uni^ 

Hh 
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ircimty. A gentleman of the comity procured. for haitt 
the place of Bible Reader of Exeter College, Oxford ; 
•and in 1781, Mr. Cookesley opened a subscription 
at Ashburton for Mr. Gifford's publishing a trans- 
lation of Juvenal. But immediately after, this bene* 
vol^it gentleman died ; and Mr. Gifford was again 
left poor and unfriended. A most happy accident 
shortly after created Mr. Gilford's fortune. — He had 
acquired the acquaintance of a gentleman at Oxford, 
wiUi whom he corresponded, directing the letters 
under cover to Lord Grosvenor. One day he had 
inadvertently omitted the direction upon the inclosed 
letter, and Lord Grosvenor, imagining it to be in- 
tended for himself, naturally opened and perused it. 
There was something in it which attracted his Lordr 
ship's notice, and he begged of his friend that the 
writer might be introduced to him. 
• * On my first visit (says Mr. Gifford in the auto- 
biographical sketch prefixed to his Juvenal), he 
asked me what friends I had, and what were my 
prospects in life ; and I told him that 1 had no friends, 
and no prospects of any kind. He said no more.: 
but when I called to take leave, previous to returning 
to college, I found that this simple exposure of my 
circumstances had sunk deep into his mind. At 
parting, he informed me that he charged himself witii 
my present support, and future establishment; and 
that till this last could be effected to iny wish, I 
should come and reside with him. These were not 
words of course-^ttiey were more than fulfilled in 
every point. I did go and reside with him ; and I 
experienced a warm and cordial reception, a kind 
and affectionate esteem, that has known neither di- 
minution nor interruption from that hour to this — a 
period of 20 years! 

< In his Lordship's house, I proceeded with Juve- 
nal, till I was called upon to accompany his son 
(one of the most amiable and accomplished young 
noblemen that this country, fertile in such characters. 
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6oald erer boast) to the continent. With him^ ia 
two successive tours, I spent many years-^years oC 
which the remembrance will always be dear to mei 
firom the recollection that a friendship was then con-" 
tracted, which time and a more intimate knowledge 
of eadi 6ther have mellowed into a regard thatforms^ 
at once, the pride and happiness of my life/ 
^ Mr, Gifford had already acquired great celebrity 
as the author of ' The Baviad' and ' The Maeviad/ 
though he does not himself notice those succesftfstl 
productions of his muse. The former satire was 
published in 1794 ; and the object of its attack was 
what was called the Delia Cruscan school of poetry. 
This school had first originated in 1785, when, sayd 
Mr. Gifford, * a few English of both sexes, whciiiL 
chance had jumbled together at Florence, took' 4 
fancy to wile away their time in scribbling high 
pianegyrics on themselves, and complimeniary can* 
iEonettes on two or three Italians, who understood 
too little of the language to be disgusted with them/ 
These trifles would, in themselves, have been uttwor* 
thy of the notice of Gifford ; but being published in 
England in the daily paper called ' The World/ whi^ 
then enjoyed a large circulation, they became fashion- 
able and popular, and were imitated from one end of 
the kingdom to flic other. The appearance of the 
Baviad effectually routed this tribe of poetasters, and 
laid, on the ruins of their popularity, the foundation 
of the more elevated fame of Gifford. 

The ' Mseviad,' which appeared in the following 
year, was more particularly directed to the state of 
dramatic poetry, and was equally successful in ob- 
taining fot itself the applause of the public; if not in 
correcting its theatrical taste. The Baviad and Mae* 
viad have been frequently republished together, ac* 
companied by an Epistle to Peter Pindar. 
' Mr. Gifford's Translation of Juvenal first appeared 
in 180S, in 4to. Of the strictures of the Critical Re^ 
view, -Mr. GiffcntI published an ^ Eicamination,' in 
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Vm, aad a 'Sjip^eiMBt' lo that EMmiMtioii iii 
1804. A secoodeditlaoof the Juvenal was publislied 
in 8vo, in 1806. 

Am the editor of the Anti-jaoobin newapaper^ Mr, 
Gifford greatly added to his celebrity; and on the 
firet establishment of the Quarterly Review in 1809^ 
he was^ in a happy hour for its proprietor aiid the 

JUblSc, chosen to conduct that publicatioiQi, of which 
e continued the editor till within a year of hi9 
dMth. 

In the notes to his Juvenal, Mr. Gifford had dis* 
played an extensive acquamtance with the early 
Sns^ish poets ; and throughout his life he prosecuted^ 
at Us leisore hours, that interesting study. In 1808 
he published an edition of the Plays of Masmiiger, in 
4 vols. 8vo; ja 1816 the Works of Ben Jonsonj in 
9 vols. 8vo ; and during the few latter years of ^ 
life, he had been preparing the Works of ^ord and 
fiUrley . The forpier is published in 2 vols., and the 
latter is in a forward state. — Some interestiiig anne« 
doles of the private Life of Mr. Gifford, together 
wifli his Elegy on Mr. Cookesley, are given in the 
LlTBRAEY Oazbtts for 1827, p. 862. 

Introduction of Tea into England. 

From a single sheet found in Sir Hans Sloane's 
library, in the British Museum, and printed by Mr« 
Ellis in his Original Letters, Second Series^ it ap- 
pears that Tea was known in England in the year 
1657, though not then in general use. The author 
of this paper says, ^That the vertues and excel- 
lencies of this leaf and drink are many and great, is 
evident and manifest by the high esteem and use of 
it (especially of late years) amoog the physicians 
and knowing men in France, Italy, Holland, and 
other parts of Christendom ; and in England it hath 
been sold in the leaf for six pounds, and sometimes 
for TBN pounds the pound weight, and in respect of 
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its former scarceness and deamess, it hath been only 
used as a regidia in high treatments and eAtl^rtain- 
mentSy and presents mad^ thereof to princes and 
grandees^ till the year 1657/ 

Secretary Pepys, in his Diary, voL i, p. 76, with- 
out saying where he had his drink, makes the follow* 
ing entry : — ' Sept. 25th, 1660. I did send for a cnp 
of tea (a China drink) of which I never had drank be^ 
fore^; and went away/ 

In a letter from Mr. Henry Savill to his uncle. 
Secretary Coventry, dated from Paris, Aug. 12^ 
1678, and printed by Mr. Ellis, the writer, after ae* 
knowledging the hospitalities of his uncle's house, 
quaintly observes, ' These, I hope, are the charms 
that have prevailed with me to remember (that is to 
trouble) you oftener than I am apt to do otlier of my 
friends, whose buttery-hatch Is not so open, and who 
call far. TEA instead of pipes and bottles after dinner f 
a base unworthy Indian practice, and which I must 
erer admire your most christian family for not ad* 
mitting. The truth is, all nations have grovm so wick- 
ed as to have some of these filthy customs/ In 16^8v 
the year in which the above letter is dated, the East 
India Company began the importation of tea as. a 
branch of trade; the quantity received at that time 
amounting to 47131bs. The importation gradually 
enlarged, and the government, in consequence, aug- 
mented the duties upon tea. By the year 1700, the 
importation of tea had arrived at the quantity of 
20,0001bs. In 1721 it exceeded a million of pounds. 
In 1816 it had arrived at 36,234,8801bs. Something 
more than thirty millions of pounds is probably thc^ 
present average of importation : some allowance must 
be made for tea damaged and spoiled upon the pas- 
sage. — See more on this subject, well worthy of pe- 
rusal, in Mr. Ellis's^ Letters, Second Series, vol. iv, 
pp. 57, et seq. 

Hh2 .; ; 



ASTROHOMICAli OCCVRBENCES 
In DECEMBER 18f8. 

Solar Phbnombna. 

The Sun enters Capricorn at 22 m. after 7 in the 
moniingofflie21st of ttiis month; and he rises and 
sets, daring the same period, as in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

December 1st, Sun rises 56 m. after 7. Sets 4 in. past 4 

eth 1 8 50 a 

Uth & 8 .... 5S ...... 8 

16th 7 8 .... 58 8 

21st 8 8 .... 62 8 

seth 7 8 .... 5S 8 

Stst 5 8 .... 55 8 

Eqtmtion of Time. 
When it is req^oired to find true time from appa* 
reBt, or that which is indicated by a gox>d son^dial^ 
it is only necessary to employ the numbers as di- 
rected in the following Table^ and to find those for 
the intermediate days, as in other instances. Those 
below correspond to noon of the given days. 

TABLE 

Of the EqvuUion of Tim for every fifth Dag. 

Monday Dec. Ist, from the time by the dial t«&. 10 27 

Saturday.. 6th 8 85 

Ttmrtday- IHh ..«.. ...«.,.«.... 6 90 

Tuesday .. leUi ; .*.* 8 56 

Sunday.... 2l8t 128 

Friday..,. 86th to the time by the dial aif«E 1 9 

Wed«i»dfty 8i8t 8 28 

LtJNAR Phbnombna. 
, Phases of the Moon. 

New Moon, 7th day, at 14 m. after 4 in the morning 

First Quarter ISth .... 89 9 at night 

Full Moon.. 91st .... 98 6 in the morning 

LattQaarter 99th ...« 41 ...... 1 
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Moon's Passage over tb^ Meridian^ 
The Moon will pass the first meridian at tbe fol- 
lowing times this month, when her transits may be 
observed, if the weather be favonratile : viz. 

December 1st, at 31 m. after 7 in the morning 

^d .... 4 ...... 8 

3(1 .... dO 8 

4th .... 89 9 

1 1th .... 10 ...... 4 in the afternoon 

12th .... 8 « 6 

18th 55 « 

14th ... 45 6 

15th .... 84 ....;. 7 intheeTening 

16th .... 24 ...... 8 

17th .... 14 9 

18th .... 5 10 

19th .... 56 10 

29th .... 46 5 ia the morning 



30th .... 29 6 

81st .... 15 7 



Time of High Water at London for every fifth Day^ 
If the numbers inserted at pp. 19-20 of this volume 
be added to or subtracted Irom tbe following nmab^B, 
the time of high tide for various other places wil^ be 
obtained. 

TABLE OF TIDES. 



Morning, 


4ftemoon. 


Dec. Ist, at 55 m. after 8 , 


25 m. past 9 


6th ..*. 21 1 


48 ...... 1 


11th .... 3 5 


24 5 


16th .... 47 9 


20 10 


2l8t .... 11 2 


82 2 


.96th .... ........ 5 


17 «.«... 5 


8Ut .... 48 8 


18 9 



Phjbnohena Pi^anbtarum. 

Phases of Venus. 

The following is tbe proportion of the phases of 
this planet at the present time : — 

D«e tut /lUaminated parts: 8-82761 
uac. ist -j^p^j.^ pan...... = 317289, 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 
Jvpiter is too near tbe Sun this month for any 0f 
thes9 eclipses to be seoau 
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Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets and Stars* 

Dec. 4th, with Venus, at 1 in the morniog 
5th • • Mercury .... 8 in the afternoon 
lOtb • . ^ in Capricorn 9 in the merniBg. 

Other Phenomena. 
Mercury will attain his greatest elongation on the 
1st of this months and will be in conjunction with 
Jupiter at 5 in the morning of the 10th. 

Phenomenon at the Cape of Good Hope. 
Table Mountain,— A. very striking phenomenon is 
observed at the Cape of Good Hope, when the wind 
blows from the soatb-east. Beyond the city> as viewed 
from the bay, there is a mountain of great elevation^ 
called, from its extended flat summit, the Table Moun- 
tain. In general, its rugged steeps are seen rising in a 
^ clear sky ; but when the south-east wind blows, tibe 
whole summit becomes enveloped in a cloud of singu* 
lar density and beauty. The inhabitants call the phe- 
nomenon the spreading of the table-cloth. The cloud 
is composed of immense masses of fleecy whiteness. 
It does not appear to be at rest on the hill, but to be 
constantly rolling onward from the south-east ; yet, 
to the surprise of the beholder, it never descends, 
because the snowy wreaths seen falling over the pre- 
cipice towards the town below, vanish completely 
before they reach it, while others are formed to re- 
place them on the other side. The reason of this 
phenomenop is, that the air constituting the wind 
from the south-east having passed over the vast 
southern ocean, comes charged with as much invisi- 
ble moisture as its temperature can sustain. In rising 
up the side of the mountain it is rising in the atmo- 
sphere, and is therefore gradually escaping from a 
part of the former pressure ; and on attaining the 
summit, it has dilated so much, and has consequently 
become so much colder, that it lets go part pf its 
moisture. This then appears as die cloud nowder 
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scribed ; bat its substance no sooner falls over the 
edge of the mountain, and again descends in the at- 
mosphere to where it is preyed, and condettsed, and 
heated as before, than the water is re-dissolved, and 
disappears: thus the magnificent apparition dwells 
only on the mountain top. — Amotfs Physics. 



As a suitable close to the Aataronomical Occur- 
rences of the present year, we shall insert the fol- 
lowing Questions and Answers, by Mr. Montgomery, 
which we do with the greater pleasure, as they bear 
directly upon the path along which we are always 
anxious to conduct our youthful readers, — * Through 
Nature, up to Nature's God/ 

Startf wherefore do you rise? 

— To light thj spirit to the ^ies. 

Fair Moon, why dost thou wane ? 

— Ttet I may wax again. 

O Su7i, what makes thy beams so bright? 
>- The word that said * Let there be light/ 

Planets, what guides you in your course? 

— Unseen, unfelt, unfailing force. 

Nature f whence sprang thy glorious frame ? 

— My Maker called me, and I came. 

What is yon |u«h, which every where I see T 

— The sign of omnipresent Deity. 

Time, whither dost thoa flee ? 

— I travel to eternity. 

Eternity, what art thou,— say ? 

— Time past» time present, time to eome^^to-dmf. 
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Winter ! I loTe thee, for thou com*st to me 

Laden with joys congenial to my mind. 
Books that with bards and solitude agree, 

And all those virtues which adorn mankind. 
What though the meadows, and the neighbVing hills. 

That rear their cloudy summits in the skies — 
What though the woodland brooks, and lowland rills. 

That charmed our ears, and gratified our eyes. 
In thy forlorn habiliments appear ? 

What though the zephyrs of the summer-tide, 
And all the softer beauties of the year 

Are fled and gone, kind HeaT*n has not denied 
Our books and studies, music, couTersation, 
And eY*ning parties for our recreation ; 
And these suffice, for seasons snatched away. 
Till Spring leads forth the slowly-length'ning day. 

Table Book. 

Dbgbmbbr^ like its predecessor^ is usually a wet, 
cold, and p^loomy month : storms of wind and rain 
confine us to the house, and admonish us in the 
morning to seek amusement in the well-fumished li- 
brary or museum, and to devote our eveningrs to mn* 
sic and the charms of intellectual society. With these 
powerful antidotes to melancholy thoughts, naturally 
inspired by the sombre character of the season, we 
may listen to the * pitiless pelting of the storm' with* 
out, and be grateful for the security and accommo- 
dation we enjoy. Few persons, we suppose, have 
ever reflected upon * the pleasures of a rainy day ;' 
and fewer have penned an essay on the subjeet. Bot 
* there is good in every thing ;' and in turning over 
the leaves of a contemporary publication, we were 
pleased to find that an ingenious writer had treated 
this matter in a very agreeable and profitable way. 
As the paper will, possibly, be new to many of our 
readers, we shall make no apology for transferring it 
to our pages. 
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The Pleasures of a Rainy Day. 

Tbe clouds consiga their treasures to the field, 
And, softly shaking on the dimpled pool 
Prelusive drops, let all their moisture flow, 
Id large effusion o'er tbe freshened world. 

THOMSON. 

. ^ There is no season nor description of weather that 
\ka,s not its attendant pleasures, and the most delight- 
ful is indebted for a portion of its charms to that to 
which it has succeeded. Much has been said, and 
deservedly, in praise of more southern climates, yet 
is the variableness of our atmosphere productive of 
sources of delight fully equivalent, if not superior, to 
those of tbe unruffled azure of Italy. The monotony 
of a blue and sunlit sky may become as tedious and 
oppressive as a sandy desart, or ocean under a pro- 
tracted calm. Spring would not be pleasant but for 
the winter which has preceded it. The glowing and 
shadowless sheen of to-day is indebted for half its 
beauty to the clouds and the showers of yesterday^ 
I am not prepared, therefore, to yield the palm of 
superiority, even in this particular, to a foreign 
country. 

^ In climes full of sunshine, though splendid their dyes. 
Yet faint is the odour the flowVs shed about ; 
Tis the clouds and the mists of our own weeping skies 
That call the full spirit of fragrancy out. 

. ^ There is a pleasure, as you set yaqrself to r epos« 
ill a gusty December evening in the immediate neigh? 
bourhood of the sea, in listening to the lashing of the 
billows, and the wailing and roaring of the rising or 
subsiding wind, when the spirits of the storm seem 
mingling their bupdred voices in angry dissonant. 
There is a pleasure in sailing over the crested wayea 
when the thunder is rolling along the muffled sky, o<> 
casionally lit up by the vivid and quivering lightning. 
A rainy day* too, has many pleasures peculiarly. its 
own, especially such an one as this on w|iich I am 
writing, when the sky is robed in universal drab, and 
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the rain knows na cessation, imd scarcdy any varia- 
tion of quantity. Let him be melancholy who has no 
resources within his own mind, nor in books — ^tran- 
scripts of the minds of others. I have had Uie sum- 
mer ornaments removed from my brightened grate^ 
and a good fire kindled in their stead. I have re<- 
freshed my memory by reading die favourite passages 
of my favourite authors. I have turned over my wrhole 
collection of prints. I have assorted into bouquets 
the £k>wers which were gathered before the dappled 
sky of the morning gave place to the lieavy cloudfir^ 
or rather cloud, which has succeeded it. And thus^ 
having once more experienced thephctsuresofaramy 
day, I have drawn my elbow chair to the fire, and 
have put my ink-glass in requisition, in order to 
write a few lines on the subject; and although the 
wind, carrying the rain-drops with it, ever and anon 
rattles a menace against the window, I draw my chair 
Aearer to the fender, raise the glowing fiiel into a 
cheering blaze, and grasp my pen with all the resolu- 
tion of a hero. 

* Reader, tibou hast no doubt witnessed a wet day 
in llie metropolis; thou hast beheld the deserted pave^ 
ment and the streaming kennel j the. coated, caped, 
and hay-banded hackney coachman» leaning forward 
<m his seat, that his broad- brimmed hat may protect 
Ibis neck from the falling deluge. Thou hast shed 
perhaps, if thou be*st tender-hearted, a tear for his 
haggard and «noking cattle. Thou hast beheld, too^ 
ttie frothing and hissing gutter-spout, and the laden 
dtoge^coach, rattling and splashing on beneath its 
euiopy of so|>ped umbrellas ; but didst thou ever ex- 
perience a wet day in the country ? Didst thou ever, 
wl^^ tired with gazing on the bare walls and oaken 
floor -of a farm-house, stalk (it may be with thy hands 
in thy pockets) to the window ? hast thou, with a 
heavy eye, beheld the dripping eaves and branches-*^ 
bubbles fiDrming and breaking on the mirface off a 
puddle^ or a pig4rough — cows apparently ruininat*- 
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hig' dn ifce bi^R^sa 0f Hie weftlber (nAd^wbo ksow0 
whatlbc^side ?) l^etieatii the sfaetter of M/oat-hou^*-- 
fowli^ crowding and shii^ennglog<etti^/iittd'£bdlig im 
tlie^a gaze ad melancholy as thioeowii^^adcs wad^ 
dlitigi and feasting, and utt^ing their «hoi^l^sl»0 
iiHlQdilbti6i dpparmtty wellf ptea«i^ With'tiiat irUich 
has liiadb their neighbours all so dismal ? Hasfe dmi 
experienced all this? and when thou Mkedst fioni 
books^ wifh which to cheat the leaden honrsj did fbejp 
pr<^setiif thee^ as their whole stock, with Joknson*^ 
IMctitmarpy Cfa^^'^ Famery, and -46«f«crom*y'fG«ni 
4«ft«rf aiid wen thou therefote spiritless,^ idt^eifQ 
dejectedl— If thou werlb I pity thee,. 

^11 was in a ^(^oation sbch as I have desQrib^vthad 
I oiice experienced lAd pleasures of a rainy diiyi 
Therer had been a long succession of fiiie ones, ml 
the morning appeared to indicate a cmtinuan^se'Of 
fliem; but suddenly the atmosphere beeaRie diad<mw 
ed^ the cleudaffbfitied thtsmselTes in'dense and de«Mt 
mas^s; iiH, at length, the heavy Mun came daneinii 
down to tibe tbiri^ earth, which S€»it up l?oin.^ 
parched surface a light cloud- of incense, as if in gra* 
titude for the weldoitie boon. I derived more grati- 
fication that morning by reading, than I: have ev«9 
dohe i^ince ; yet it could not have been that anjr^km^ 
l^nkaAiabte attached to the work itself, for I have 
neter pei'us^ it a second time, ' and do not evmrnte^ 
collect its title; but I remembeir I considered myself 
particularly fortunate in finding the set to be com# 
plete^unf^ the exception of tkefifH v&lume* Lbegas^ 
therefore, with the second, aod soon be<»imiift totally 
fibsorbed in the dtory, and identified with tlie charac)^ 
ters pourtrayed. '1 scaYcely laid asfdetheboc^^milfl 
I had finished it. I think, indeed, this sort of weather 
is generally found to be favourable for updivided ap-* 
plication to any description of study. In fine weather 
the mind is wandering abroad ; it is occupied and at- 
tracted by the array of outward objects. Flowers 
basking in the suniAi&e> and flinging their.iodours in 

I i 
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at. tbe open window; birds singing around it; the 
gaiety and gladness which pervades all natnre, set 
Ae spirits in a dance, and draw off the mind from tihe 
object of its contemplation. But when all is cloud- 
ed and dark withoa^ ' the world shut out/ it is then 
that the mind becomes its own universe; and is dri- 
yen, in its full energy of restless activity, entirely on 
its own resources, or on the resources supplied it by 
other minds. Lacking the one, and incapable of ap* 
predating the other, is it extraordinary that so many, 
in S|ich a situation, should become sad and melan-* 
fdioly ? But are there not, even in a rainy day, rich 
stores of thought for the contemplative man? Will 
ke not expatiate on the wisdom and provid^ice of 
the D^ty? Will he not recognise in the descending 
moisture that, without which the genial sun would 
become but a blighting and withering destroyer ; with- 
out which the flower would lose its fragrancer^ljbe 
meadow its greenness — and no harvest would wave 
its golden slaves to gladden the heart of man/-^ 
Spirit and Manners of the Age, vol. i, p. 353. 

- In this month the oak, beech, and hornbeam, in 
part retain their leaves; while other trees are en-» 
tirely denuded of their beautiful dress, their ^ leafy 
honours* being strewed in the dust, and returned to 
their parent earth : yet some attractions are still leti 
for us ; the numerous tribes of mosses solicit our at« 
tention, and will afford sufficient amiKsement and oo* 
oupaticm for the inquiring Aotonts^.— See an excellent 
paperon this subject, by Mr. An dr b w Kbrh Young, 
in our last volume, p. 341. Consult also JDncsi- 
m€nd*s First Steps to Botany, second edition. 
To Becbmber. 

The piuising year, all grey with hoare» 
Ends, doll month, with thee; 

Chilled his sommer, dead his flowers, 
Soon will his foneral be : 

Frost shall drink np his latest breath, 

And tempests rock Inm into death. 
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Uow he shivers ! from bis B.ge 

All his leaves have fad^d, 
And his weary pilgrimaf e 

Ends, at last, unaided 
by his own sun, that dims its ray, 
To leave him dark in his decay. 
Hark! through the air the wild storm bears> 

In hollow sounds, his doom ; 
While scarce a star its pale course steers 

Athwart the sullen gloom ; 
And Nature leaves him to his fate. 
To his grey hairs a cold ingrate. 

She goes to hail the coming year, 

"Whose spring flowers soon shall rise — 
Fool, thus to shun an old friend's bier, 

Nor wisely moralize 
On her own brow, where age is stealing. 
Many a scar of time revealing: — 

Quenched volcanoes, rifted mountains. 

Oceans driven from land. 
Isles submerged, and dried-up fountains, 

Empires whelmed in sand,— 
What, though her doom be yet untold^ 
Nature, like time, is waxing old! 

New Monthly Magazine. 



- Towards the end of the moBth, woodcocks and 
^pes become the prey of the fowler. The jack- 
dnipe (Scolapax ffaUinula), which virits us at this 
period, is a decided species, with marked asd singular 
hsMia. See T.T. for 1824, p. 319. 
, The inaect-swarms which delighted, as with their 
iceasdiess hum, their varied tints, a^ beantifal forms, 
duliiig the summer and automnal months, are retired 
la their winter quarters, and remain in a state of tor- 
pidity, till awakened by the enlivenii^ warmth of 
spring. See T.T. for 1826, p. 321, 322, and our last 
volnme, p. 380, on the dormant state of spiders and 
crickets. 
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A green-house^ which fifty years ago was a laxury 
not often to be met with, is now become an af^ndage 
to every villa, and to maiiy town residences : — not, 
indeed, one of the first necessity, but one which is felt 
to be appropriate and highly desirable. Man is 
fond of living beings, and after assembling those 
plants around him which he found necessary for 
food, he would 'select such as were agreeable to 
tiie eye, or fragrant to the smell. A flower in the 
open parterre, though beautiful and gay, has yet 
something less endearing, and is less capable of 
receiving especial regard, than a plant in a pot, 
which thus acquires a sort of locomotion ; and be- 
comes, as it were, thoroughly domesticated. After 
choice things' were planted in pots, rare ones would 
be planted in tb^oi ; and from these to plants rare, 
foreign, and tender, the transition would be na- 
tural and easy. Tender, rare plants in pots would be 
taken into the house for shelter, and set nearthe win- 
dow for light ; and hence the origin of the green-house. 

In what age of the world, and in what country a 
|Creen4iouse first appeared, it is impossiUe to deter- 
mine ; it is sufficient to have shown that -a taste fdr 
this appendage to a dwelling is iiaturaltoman; to 
experi^ice that it adds to his enjoyciliaents ; and to 
feel that it bestows a certain claim to distiiictii»n cm 
itti poft^essor. Agreen^house is, in. a peculiar degree, 
the ekrk of the female pari of a family, and £Einiis an 
Interesting scene of care and recreation to a mwdier 
and her 'daughters, at a. season of the year when there 
j» but litfle inducement to walk in the kitchei^^gar'^ 
den, and nothing to do in the patterre or theshrttb* 
bety. The progress of vegetation, interes^ng inaH 
scenes, and at all seasons, is more especially so in a 
green-house during winter. There the objects are of 
limited number, brought near the eye by their posi- 
tion, and rendered striking by their contrast with the 
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cold^ naked, and dreary scenes which are shut out: 
then it is that the genial climate, the life and growth, 
the deep tone of verdure, and the prevailing stillness 
of repose within, cause this winter garden to be felt 
as a luxuriant consecration to man. 

Unconscious of a less propitious clime, 

There blooms exotic beauty, warm and snug. 

While the winds whistle and the snows descend. 

The spiry myrtle^ with unwithering leaf, 

Shines there, and flourishes. The golden boast 

Of Portugal and western India there, 

The ruddier orange^ and the paler /tme. 

Peep through their polished foliage at the storm. 

And seem to smile at what they need not fear* 

The amomum there with intermingling flowers 

And cherries hai^s her twigs. Geranium boasts 

Her crimson honours, and the spangled bean, 

FicoideSy glitters bright the winter long. 

All plants, of every leaf, that can endure 

The winter*^! frown, if screened from his shrewd bite, 

Li?e there, and prosper. 

• • ♦ 

Nor taste alone and well-contriTed display 
Suffice to give the maivhalied ranks the grace 
Of their complete effect. Much vet remains 
Unsung, and many cares are yet behind. 
And more laborious ; cares oti which depend 
Their vigour, injured soon, not soon restored. 
The soil must be renewed, which, often washed. 
Loses its treasure of salubrious salts. 
And disappoints the roots ; the slender roots 
Close interwoven, where they meet the vase, 
Must smooth be shorn away ; the sapless branch 
Most fly before the knife ; the withered lei^ 
Mqst be detached, and where it strews the floor 
Swept with a woman's neatness, breeding else 
Contagion, and disseminating death. 
Discharge but these kind offices (and who 
Would spare, that loves them, offices like these ?) 
Well they reward the toil. The sight is pleased, 
The scent regaled, each odoriferous leaf, 
Each opening blossom freely breathes abroad 
Its gratitude, and thanks him with its sweets. 

i42 
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But all freen^-honaes. da not yield tbe eij|^;m<0iils 
which a.gTeeii*lHKtse is culcutated to predttoe ;. l)e- 
Cftwie all ore not wdl contirivedy: or judicioasly wa^ 
naged for that purpose. Some do not kuow what a 
g^eeo-house wUl, and what it will not afford ; and 
others expect all its peculiar enjoyments without 
tiieir accompanying cares. Some erect a green-bouse 
of such a form and position, that the plants within 
can never prosper ; others in such a situation, rela- 
tively to tiie house, that if they prosper they can 
never be enjoyed; and not a few think they have 
done every thing when they have completed the con- 
struction, stocked it with plants, and committed it to 
the future care of a house servant or mere out-door 
labourer. 

But a green house, to be of any value to the 6 wner, 
must not be trifled with in this manner. It is entirely 
a work of art: the plants inclosed are in the most 
artificial situation in which they can be placed, and 
require constant and unremitting attention to coun- 
teract the tendency of :tbat artificial state to destroy 
them. It is a common notion tiiat a plant in a pot 
is in a safer state than a plant in the dpen ground; 
but this is^a most erroneous notion^ and directly the 
reverse of tbe fact. Placing plants in pots is often 
more convenient for the cultivator; but it always 
checks and counteracts tbe natural habits of the 
plant : it checks the extension of the roots, and, by 
consequence, of the shoots;. and it .subjects these 
roots to be alternately deluged by water, and dried 
up for want of it, — and all this under die best ma* 
nagement. Under a careless gardener, if the pots 
are not property drained, and this drainage kept in 
repair, the soil will be soaked in water till the 
roots are rotted ; or by neglecting to shift' the plants 
to pots of a larger sisee at proper seasons, the roots 
will get matted so as to derive no benefit from the 
soil, preclude the water from entering, and thus first 
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stints and then kill the plant. But{riaiitii in a greea- 
house are qot only in an artificial and injurious state as 
to the soil, but also as to their climate, and e^speciaUy 
as to heat, light, and air. These requisites to vege- 
tation require also to be particularly attended to, so 
as partly to imitate nature, and partly to effect par- 
ticular purposes of art on natural principles. Fi- 
nally, it must be obvious, that where there is so 
much art, there must be a greater tendency to disease 
and accident than in ordinary nature ; and conse- 
quently, that no, small, degree of vigilance is re- 
quired in this respect. 

But let not our readers be alarmed at these ob- 
stacles, or imagine that, by a moderate degree of care 
and attention, all these evils may not be avmded, 
and the enjoyments of a green-house fuUy obtedc^dt 
An excellent work, called the Green-House Comj^ 
nioH, to which we are indebted for the. aboviQ ro^ 
inarks, will furnish a great deal of valuable infQiini^T 
tion respecting green-iiouses: itis, indeed, an indis* 
pensable guide to every one. who undertakes, the 
management of this.agreeable appendage. to a hous^ 
and grounds. 

. What Dutarey «ta8 1 lias denied 

To the delicate growth of oui; isle,. 
Art bas, in a measare* supplied, 
•* And winter is decked with a smile. 

See, Marjr, What beauties I bring 

From the dielter of that saon^shedf 
Where the flowers have the eharma of the s^mp, , 
Though abroad they are frozen and dead. 

'Tis a bower of Arcadian sweets, 

Where Flora is still in her prime,— 
A forti^ess to which she retreats 

From the crttd asstolts of the dfinre : 
While earth, wears a .mantle of«now. 

These pinks are as fresh and as gay 
As the fairest and sweetest that blow 

On the beaatiful bosom of May. 



1 
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See bow Ibey have safely survived 

The frowns of a sky so severe ; 
Sach Mary's true love, that has lived 

Throuf^h many a turbulent year. 
The cbarms of the late blowing rose 

Seem graced with a livelier hue. 
And the winter of sorrow best shows 

The truth of a friend such as yon. 



Bear me to the citron groves ; 
To where the lemon and the piercing limCy 
With the deep Orange, glowing through the green, 
Their lighter glories blend. Thomson. 

The mip^tion of oranges into England, about this 
time, will, no doubt, render some account of this uni- 
¥^sally admired fruit acceptable to our readers : it 
is ei^tracted from Mr. Phillips's Pamarium Britan" 
nicHm. The China, or sweet oranges, with which this 
oountry is now so amply supplied, and at such mo- 
derate prices that all classes of society enjoy thenk 
as perfectly as if they had been indigenous to the 
GUmate, were introduced into Europe about the ele* 
▼eiith or twelfth century. At this time, several va- 
rieties of the orange were cultivated in Italy, whence 
they were taken to Spain and Portugal. The orange 
is DOW grown to so great an extent in Italy, that 
there are almost forests of them. Prince Antonio 
Borghese, at his palace near Rome, has upvf.ards of 
seventy sorts of orange and lemon trees, among which 
are some very rare kinds : it is a fruit so much 
esteemed in Italy, where it thrives well, that apples^ 
pears, and cherries, have almost become extinct in 
that country. The delightful perfume of an orange- 
grove is such as to scent the air for miles: and tbe« 
tree gives a succession of flowers daring the whole 
summer, on which account it is cultivated in all 
green-houses, and large orangeries have been built 
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ibf Ihe expre» {Mtrposdi of ludusiiig. these trees: tbe 
mo0t tnagnificeBt one is iliat df Versailles, built bjr 
lioius X I V. A fine orajqf«*tt«e in this collection is 
calted the' Qu^t Boubbon/ and is more than jfiwr 
kmndred ganoid I 

O! of wtotfoHi^'Tiett^ abd crime, 
Hast thoa, in thy .^vmMfiA time, 

BeRBn made beholderi 
What wars, what feuds — the thoaghts appal ! 
Each against each, and all with all, 
T3I races bpoii races &11 
..In eartb to moulder. 

WMlst tboti serene, unaltered, calm, 
(£&qeii are the constant gifts and bs^lm 

Bestowed by Nature I) 
Hast year by year renewed thy flowers, 
And perfutned the surrounding bowers, 
A nd ponred down gratefbl froi t by showers, 
And prolfeisd shade-in sommer hoom 

To man and qreatim* . ' , H. 

Orsuaiges were known in Ibis coimlry ifk tbe tisfie of 
Henry VIII ; bnt it does not iq[>pear tfcrat Ac^ wi»« 
enltiTated prior to Qaoen Elisabeth's re|gn. Stear 
riettaMaria, queen of Cb^d«$ X, badftii orange*- 
boui9e and orange-garden at ber mwsioni WimbleckHi 
Htll^in Snrtejr; and when this property. was,.saM 
by dtdedrof tbeparlimnfint in l€i49»;we find tbat/oi^ 
tW0 orange-trees^ ' bearing fayte at^d Wge oriqges/ 
were valued at leu pounds a tree one witb anotber; 
and a lemon-tree at twenty pounds. Orangertrees 
biive.been grown in the sautheirn partS: of Pfii^n- 
11^0 for i»ote tbw WO^ years past* Wben Uam^ 
to walls, tbey produce large tumdsome fmit« biat.not 
of equal value to tbe lemons griQ»wii in tbe same db 
ttiatian» Mpst of these were raised in tbi3 coiratry 
from seeds^. and tbey are thought to be more hardy 
than tmes imported ; but tbe oraage-trees which am 
terouf^t every yeaar fi^oM Italy, and sold principatiy 
at. tbe Italian ;waiebooses in London, are asjarge a$ 
ttoaeof Qurown growth would be in twenty yeacs* 
WiAproper Oare, these trees will bave good beads. 
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•nd produce frait ia ab^ut &ieey«fkm« Tbe Man* 
daiin orange was not caltivated. in England until 
1805, We. have lately se^i omnge-trees imported 
from the sontb of France^ which have arriTed in 
small tubs ; and so well packed, that the fimit mad 
blossoms remained on tbe trees when they reached 
the neighbonrhood of London. 

In the Philosophical Transactions^ No. 114, th^^ 
is a very remarkable account of a tree standing in a 
grove near Florence, having an orange stock, ^ich 
had been so grafted on, that it became in its branches, 
leaves, flowers^ and froit, three«formed : some ema* 
lating the orange^ some the lemon or citron, and some 
partaking of both forms in one. These mixed fruits 
never produce any perfect seeds : sometimes there 
are no seeds at all in them, and aometimes only a 
few empty ones. The Maltese graft their orange- 
trees on the pomegranate-stock, which causes (he 
jnice to be of a red colour, and the flavour to be more 
esteemed. The Rev. Mr. Hoghes, in his Natural 
History of fiarbadoes, mentions the golden orange 
as growing in that island. He describes the fruit as 
a large fine orange, of a deep colour within, from 
whence it derives the name of Golden Orange. He 
aidds, ' this fruit is neither of the Seville or China 
kind, though it partakes of both; baving thi) sweet-* 
tiess of the China, mixed with the agreeable bitterness 
and flavour of the Seville orange.' 

An agreeable drink called orangeade^ may be made 
of orange-juice, water, and sugar, which is often given 
to people in a high fever; tiie juice of the orange, 
alone, affords a pleasing acid, and is excellent for 
allaying the thirst. The (Seville orange, however, is 
esteemed far preferable for medicinal purposes, and 
tbe blossoms of this species are the most odorifer- 
ous : the leaves ate also used in medicine. The yel« 
low rind of these oranges, separated from the white 
f«ngoi!Hsiiiatt^r under it, is a grateful, warm, aromatic 
bittm*, often used as a ston^aehic juid i!^rrol;[orant. 
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It is wanner ti^n the^peel of temons^ :of ii iiiore dnix 
able flaTour^ and abomida more in a light, fragrant 
essential oil, wbioh is lodged in distinct cells on the 
sni^ce of thepeel. The rind of the China orange 
1ms a weak smelly and is seldom employed for me-^ 
dicittai purpodsea^ Seidlle oranges, also produce the 
best marmalade/ and the richest wine : it is from tfie 
flowers of diis kind of orange, that orange-flower 
ivateris distilled. These oranges are often preserved 
whole as a sweetmeat^ aikl are justly admired. The 
sAidSs of the orange kind will be found, on mce ex<^ 
nnination, diflferei^ froin the seed of any other fruits; 
They have been anatomized by the carious, and, witk 
tiie aid of a good miscroscope, are discovered to her 
aknost as wonderful in their formation as the human 
frame when dissected. * 



Culture of the Orange and Lemon Tribe in England. 

They require to be planted in a loamy soil well^ 
enriched with decomposed dung, and the pots suffi- 
ciently drained ; as they are apt to collect dirt on 
the leaves, they should be frequently watered over 
the top, in the evenings, in mild weather^ and even 
washed, leaf by leaf, with a sponge. They are 
also subject to the attacks of an insect called the 
orange bug, a sort of turtle shaped scale of about 
an eighth of an inch in length or more, which may 
sometimes be seen on the leaves and small shoots. 
The best way to get rid of these vermin is to brush 
them off with a small painter's brush, and then wash 
the plant well with a sponge and common water : 
^ome use soap-suds and sulphur, but, in the hands of 
ordinary practitioners, water is safer, and does just as 
welL W hen the fruit begins to set, they ought to 
be thinned, and only a few left on each plant. When 
this is neglected, and the trees carry as many as they 
may be able to nourish, the consequence is a defi- 
ciiency of shoots and blossom-buds for the following 
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yeat, and the tree becomes so weak by matoring 
9Qch a quantity of fruit, that it ceases; fw a yeatr or 
two, to show either blosteois of Mit 

Tke OEvnge is best propagated by f^rafitkig or bod* 
ding on lemon or shaddock stocks ; bo<^ als we casf* 
not recommend this mode fof renewing or keoiMi^ up 
a stock in a viUa green>^hoa8e^ unless where a coai^ 
plete gardener is kept, we shall not enter into details^ 
Orange trees endnre for many years, evenGentosies; 
if well .taken 'care of; so that they seldom require 
renewaL: - The Citrus tribe is also propagated Iqr 
cuttinffs and layers ; but it can seldom happen 
that either of these mod^s will reqnire to be Tesorled 
to in a small green*bonse. However, as some may 
be disposed to aniuseth^msdTea in this way, wo riudl 
describe Henderson of Woodball's modeof grenraig 
the orange from cuttings ; and we believe no British 
gardener has ever been moTje successful. " 

Henderson has raised the orange and lemon from 
cuttings for forty years past, and considers it as by 
far the quickest mode of getting plants, either for 
bearing or grafting on. His directions are as fol- 
low : ' Take the strongest young shoots, and also a 
quantity of two year old shoots, and cut both into 
lengths from nine to eighteen inches. Take the 
leaves of the lower part of each cutting to the extent 
of about five inches, allowing the leaves above that 
to remain untouched ; then cut right across under an 
eye with a sharp knife, so as to leave a smooth nn- 
fractured section: when the cuttings are thus pre- 
pared, take a pot and fill it with sand, sort the cut- 
lings so that the short ones may be all together, and 
those that are taller by themselves. Then with a 
small dibble plant the cuttings about five inches deep 
in the sand, and give them a good watering overhead, 
to settle the sand about them ; let them stand a day 
or two in a shady place, and then plunge the pots to 
the brim in a frame with bottom heat. Shade them 
\vell with a double mat till they have struck root; 



idles .sooted, tak^ tbe saxutjasid coUang^ out of tbe 
pot, and. ptout them into single pots ia proper soil: 
fdmiga the pota •gain uito » fraiue witii bottom beat^ 
•and diade them with mats for four or five weel&i, or 
tUltiiey ^retaken with the potfi, vfhm they may be 
gradssJly expoeed to the lig^t/ — From Tarious ex- 
periments, Henderson found thftt piaces of two years' 
old wood struck quite well ; and in place, therefore, 
of putting in cuttings six or eight inches long, he has 
taken off cuttings from one to two feet long, and struck 
them with equal success. At first, he put in cuttings 
only in the month of August ; but now he puts them 
in at every seasonof the year, except when the plants 
are making yoimg w4>od. With a gentle bottom heat, 
and close covering with hand-glasses or frames, they 
generally root in seven weeks or two months. The 
citron he finds the easiest struck and freest grower ; 
and he frequently strikes shoots of citron and lemon 
eighteen inches long, and as soon as they are trans- 
planted, and taken with the soil in the small pots, he 
grafts other sorts on them. He strikes cuttings, en- 
grafts, and buds the citrus tribe at any season. 

Nothing can be easier than to raise young orange 
or lemon trees from the seeds found in those import- 
ed. $ow m P^ts and cover two inches, and they will 
soon come op with, or without bottom heat. The 
succeeding spring transplant into small pots, and the 
end of that s^eason, or the third summer, send for a 
skilful gardener; to bind on them whatever sorts may 
be desired. This is sm oaay, expeditious, and agree- 
able wagr for ladies, and other amateuDS, to obtain 
young ptante.-^Oresit^ftotfM Compmionj second edi- 
tion, p. 80. ^ 

Wemvistnow eonolude our lucubrations for the 
present ; and we cannot take a better farewell of our 
readers, than in such terms as ' gentle poesy* would 
dictate: we present them, therefore, wi& some lines 
by an amiable female and talented writer; the sen- 

Kk 
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timents are in unison ifith oor ovm, and we trasi that 
our readers will feel and appreciate their valne : Uiey 
tend to promote an acquaintance with the works of 
Nature, and simply, but beautifully iM>int out the so- 
periority of this study over all other worldly pursuits, 
whether surrounded with the lustre of wealth, or the 
fascinations of power. 

Cf^e Clout of t^t Sear. 

[Written for Time's Telescope, by Mary Ilowitt.] 
Silence and the grey cloud are on the hills ; 

The dim mists, as a circling veil, are thrown 
Over the vallies, which have foand a tone 
In the loud tumult of tiie mountain-nils: 
The damp, brown fern bows not before the breeze, . 

Nor rustles to the tread of the fleet deer ; 
Black to the morning rise the forest-trees^ 
And every leaf is sere* 

The bird is silent — or to balmy skies 

Has flown, to dwell in brightness: she has done 
Her task. The Bee, that in the golden sun 

Toiled, a brisk labourer, with blithe revelries. 
And all fair flowers — ^the odorous, the brighty 

The children of summer, — have gone down 

To the cold earth, from dimness, waste, and blight. 
And the hoar vnnter's frown. 

Oh you, that in the bright, but short-lived time. 
Fled from the tumult and the crowd away, 
From fettering cares, that make the soul a prey» 

To fields and skies, in the fair season's prime. 

Ye saw the bud, the blossom, and the trait, 

All the glad creatures under the pure heaven, . ' 

And heard the summer voices. These compute 
As sterling treasure given I 

Better than gold, which frets the raiser's sool ; 

Better thaxi power, which is but add^d cure; 

For when ye went forth in the breezy air. 
To the calm solitudes, the mind grew whole : 
Then joy sprang up — the soul woke as to being : 

The cloudless hope of youth's pure morning burned 
Unveiled, you saw mysterious heaven's decreeing> 
And peace BXid faith returned. 



^Wietti3fa» 



Page 44. carnival time. 

Ceremony of the Bailiff of Camival'time (Car^me- 
prenanf ) at the town ofAlluyes. 

ALLUYES, pleasantly situated on the banks of 
the Loire^ and surrounded by woods^ was formerly 
(as we may judge from tho remains still existing) a 
small town^ designated in the charters of the 13th 
and 14th centuries, as Alluyes la belle. Destroyed in 
part, like many otiier towns, at the period of the 
long and disastrous wars which desolated France, 
it was reduced to one-half its ancient size — such 
as it remains at the present day. From time imme^* 
morial, and even to the period of the Revolution, ie 
was the ea«tom to perform a singular ceremony un- 
der the title of the BailH de Careme-prenant. It 
commenced on Shrove Tuesday, immediately after 
the service of the church ; and the man who was^ last 
married in the country was, by right, the BaHH de Ca^ 
rime^prenant ; his registrar (Greffier) was the per- 
ion who had held the office of baUiff in the preceding 
year. 

The bailiff kepthis court in the market-place, from 
11 o'clock in the morning till sun-set, near a large 
stone, in the form of a round table, about four feet 
in diameter ; and in the centre of which a round holes 
had been excavated, which served as the gauge for the 
pint measure of Alluyes. Formerly, ttiis was filled 
with wine ; the bailiff drank out of it, and all those 

t This signifies the three days before Lent ; and also one who runs 
about the streets with a mask on, in Shrove-tide. The French have 
« proverb, in allusion to this times Ilfanaifaire earime-prenant avee 
$a femme, tt pdqwt avee ton cwr4; a man in Shrove-tide may take 
his pleasure with his wife, bat he must, at Easter, go to confessioa 
and receivtt the Sacrament. 
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whom he invited^ were Compelled to follow his exam* 
pie : but afterwards a pint measure and a glass were 
used ; and the cavity wasappropriated to the recep- 
tion of the fines collected during the ceremony. The 
baili£r had the right of claiming^ from all Uie inn- 
keepers and bakers, as much bread and wine as 
were necessary for the day's consumption, and paid 
his tradespeople wittx ivy-leaves : tixe same acquit- 
tance was also given to those who paid their fines. 
Bopes were put up at the ends of the streets, to prevent 
the people from passing ; and they Were obliged to 
salute Mr. Bailiff, who offered them a glass ol truoke^ 
When they first saw him> they were compelled to say, 
* Good morning to you, Mr. Bailiff, and all your good 
pompany .' If, before drinking their wine^ they omit? 
ied to greet him in these words> they were &ied 
seventeen sous sfix deniers (Sid, and a fraction); ^nd 
if the person whom the bailiff bad invUed to ddnk^ 
took the liberty of hob-and-nobbing withbiBi> bo was 
fined double. The m0ney was rigorood^ exacted > 
and if &e person refuded» tUey seised hid hat, or lu9 
coat, and even his ass or horse, if he bad eoiei tiiesfii 
things werci immediately put up to auction i btit tiie 
highest bidding was not to e&ceed the aiftoiint €»f tbfi^ 
fines incurred ; and these Were inpr^acfed Seventeen 
sous six deniers for every time any bad or abiiiiine 
language tras nlied, or for every recusal to p^y &e 
fines after they had beein d^sianded* The person td 
whom the property was knocked down, immediately 
p^d the money for it, and took what he h^d bonsfht : 
and the original proprietor was only entitled to re^emi; 
it by giving the price for which it bad been sold. 

Parties of pleasure are made throughout the neigb-^ 
bouring country, who come to the town with the ex^* 
press intention of paying the fines, the produce Of 
which enables the actors in this singular ceremony, 
at the close oif the day, to retire to some public h<M»e^- 
and 'enjoy themselves' for the remainder of the 
evening. All those who have been married during' 
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the year^ form the cortege of the bailiff^ and lend their 
assistance in maintaining his rights. Among the 
archives of the bailiwick of Alluyes^ some deeds 
were found authorising this ceremony^ which was 
once 1ft feudal right ; for the Count de Montboissier^ 
intending, one Shrove Tuesday, to go through the town 
of AUuyes in his carriage, was not allowed to pass ; 
and, refusing to pay the fine, his coach and horses 
were sold for seventeen sous six deniers, and he was 
compelled to pay this fine before he could proceed on 
his journey. This gentleman, however, preferred a 
complaint to the bailiff of the district, who informed 
bim that it was an established custom, and that the 
only way to avoid the imposition was to purchase 
(;be domain : the complainant took his advice^ and 
shortly afterwards became its seignior. 

Page 221. September 4j 1827. — fire at abo. 
The capital of Finland was nearly destroyed by 
a dreadful fire, which broke out on the above dayl 
Of the whole of the rich and celebrated University 
of Abo, only the observatory remains. The aca- 
demical building, the valuable library of 40,000 
volumes, the cabinet of medals, the collection of 
astronomical and philosophical instruments, all be- 
came the prey of the flames. The palace of justice 
and its archives, and the town-hall, were also con- 
sumed. Above seventy persons perished. 

Page 258. Vineyards in England. 
A controversy arose some years since, relative to 
the culture of the vine in England. Agard first started 
a doubt, whether by vinetB we were not to understand 
orchards. The lovers of paradox encouraged the 
interpretation, which was patronized by Sir Robert 
Atlcyns, in his ' History of Gloucestershire,' and pur« 
sued at considerable length by Barrington, first in 
his Observations on the Statutes, and afterwards in 
the Archa^ologia of the Society of Antiquaries. Dr. 
Pegge, however, considered the question still further, 
K k 2 
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•ad proT«d, from utidemable aatborities, that by the 
term vineiB^ troe and proper viiieyards only cbidd 
have beenmtended. The Domesday Survey farateiies, 
at least eight and thirty timeii in tte differt^t cmm- 
ties^ entries of vineyards^ which are nnaOf mea- 
sured by the arpeDft(somettihig less Aan an acre) : m 
fonr instances they are measared by the acre. In 
the village 4if Weetminsier, at CbeBeldne in Middle* 
sex^ and al Ware is Hiertfordshire^ vineyards recefitly 
planted occor. They ate likewise fotmd at Boie^ 
bume in Middlesex^ in WiltsMre^ Woreestetishire^ 
and Essex. The Monks of Christ Church, Catil&r^ 
bwy^ had also vineyarrds^ which were extremely |^o« 
dactive. Vopiscas carries the antiquity of the vine 
in England at least as far back as A.D. 280. He 
informs us, that the Emperor Probus, towards the 
latter part of his reign, restored the privilege of the 
vineyard to most of the provinces towards the North 
and West We have the authority of Bade for the 
existence of the vine among us in the eighth cen- 
tury : and vineyards are noticed in the laws of Alfred. 
From a passage in Malmesbury, ' de Oestis Pontifi- 
cum,' it appears that the difference between the vine- 
yard and tne orchard was sufficiently known in the 
Norman times. Speaking of Gloucestershire, he 
says, * The public roads are lined with fruit trees* (as 
they are, at this day, in Normandy and other parts of 
France), ' and this district is more celebrated than 
€my other in England for its numerous vineyard*^, their 
abundant produce, and the excellent flavour of Uie 
grapes. They who drink the wine (he adds) will not 
complain of its acidity, or make wry months aftet 
they have swallowed it; for it wants but little of the 
sweetness of the French wine.' In another pai^age, 
relating to Thometffhe describes the very jpronwijr 
of the vine: * Not a patch of ground (he says) is 
unoccupied ; in one part, the earth is covered with 
fruit-trees, and in another with vines, which either 
grow upon tiie ground, or are trained round pole&' - 
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Fr«m the entries in I>6nie9day^ and flrom dther 
anthotities we learn that, in the Nonnan times; few 
of the great monasteries were without their vine- 
yards. VinUor, a vine*<ke8ser, once ocours in tlto 
Surrey. In the feeister of Spalding Priory {pte^ 
served am<Mtig the Cole MSS. in flie British Museum)^ 
is the following short character of Prior John, * the 
Almoner, who lived in the thirteenth century. * We 
most not omit to notice his conduct in his elemosy- 
aary cffici). By the permission of the Prior he pur- 
chased lands, built houses and a chapel, laid put a 
garden^ planted a vineyard and orchiurds, assembled 
tbe poor together, and gave them that food of which 
they were so much in need/ 

: The compiler of the Life of Bulleyn, in the last 
edition of the Biographia Britannica, says, ' It is 
affirmed we have still upon record some Treaty <{f 
Peace between France and England, in which it ii 
stipulated, that we should root up our vineyatds, and 
be thHr customers for att our wine4 If audi extiir 

Eition of the English vineyards wasf not owing to 
is, it might be to the falling of Gascony into the; 
hands of the Eogli^,. whence wine was imported 
cheaper and better than we could make it !' Other 
proofs, besides those which Domesday affords, migh^ 
certainly be brought, that wine of native growth wa» 
formeriy nsed in England'. 

fitUttittA H&H^dm 

On Subject! of History and In Aon^ATioN. 
We hate iiiach pleasure in bringidg our readera acquainted 
with a sitiafi Toiame of poetry, under the above title; it contains 
many beautifol pieces, which (had we seen them earlier) we 
Aonld have assignee) to their respeetiYC places in oar Aegfiatar 
of varied information; as it is, howeveri we cannot t^uw6.0mr' 

m .1 .. .. ; ^1, t n' . ' i' 

' The above valuable information has been seleeted astf abridgtd' 
from ah elaborate and highly wrious ' InttodncHom ie BwMtdafi* 
by Hbnrt Ki.i.18, E^. 4tq, 1$16» pp. G8-6&> to Which w«Mfer'tfa0^ 
Antiquary for the original citations from Domesday and tilt M\f 
English historians. 
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•elvet tbe Mtisfttotioo of makiag some excerpts from a work 
whicb possesses so many attractions for the lover of g'ennine 
poetry. The author is a youngs S^tcain, who has paid his addresses 
to the nymphs of Helicon with very considerable success : we 
advise htm to peraeTere in Iris suit to these eapricioas ladies* 
and at no very distant period, perliaps, his endeavours will be 
crowned with the saocess he so ardently aspirates^ and so emt- 
oently deserves. 

. [Almost all the families of Missoloiighi were divided into two 
parts ; those who remained in expectation of death, and those who 
were cm the point of rushing forth to vengeance and to new dangers. 
The hardiest warriors were snlidued to tears ; and the bravest hearts 
qaalled at the approachioff separation. All these preparations were, 
however, rendered .abortive by the infamous treachery of a Bulgarian 
soldier, who had deserted to Ibrahim and disclosed the whole plan. 
Tbe Turks saddenly attacked the town, and bathed themselves in 
Christian blood. The scene that followed was hideous* ^ But one 
voice was heard among tbe despairing women,* says M. Fabri : '^ To 
die sea I to the sea 1" Many precipitated themselves into wells, into 
which they first ibrew their children. Bat the wells at length became 
fully and it was a long way from the ramparts to that part of the 
harbour which was sufficiently deep for tliQ purpose of death. The 
eoaqnerors, anxious for slaves, followed close on their victims. Seve- 
ral women, and even children, had the address and the good 
fortone to escape servitude by throwing themselves on the naked 
swords of the Arabs ; others plunged into the flames of the burning 
houies ; and twei»e knuUlred, who could find no way of destroying 
themselves, fell into the hands of the enemy. The attention of the 
con<luerors was soon drawn to the powder magazine. The size and 
tlM solidity of the bnilding Induced them to believe that the wealth 
of the inhabitants had been there deposited. It contained, however, 
only ipomeii and ehildren^ and Capsalis (one of the primates of the 
town), who, having obstinately refused to accompany the garrison in 
their projected sortie, conducted to the powder-magazine a crowd of 
women and childreu, saying, ^* Come, and be still ; I will myself set 
fire to it.** They wept not; they had no parting to apprehend; the 
grave was. about to unite them for ever. The mothers tranquilly 
pressed their infants to their breasts, relying on Capsalis. In the 
meanwhile, the enemy crowded round their asylum : some attempted 
to break open the doors ; some to enter by the windows ; some climbed 
the roof, and endeavoured to demolish It. At length, Capsalis, per- 
eelTlng that a vast multitude had assembled, uttered a brief prayer, 
ftuBiliar to the Greeks—*'* Lord^ remember me J** and applied the match. 
The explosion was so violent that the neighbouring houses were 
thrown down, large chasms were produced in the earth, and the sea, 
moving from Us bed, inundated one part of the town. TVe thoutand 
barbarian* were bUm^ tip with Cap9ali», Such was the catastrophe 
oftbii terrible drama I] 
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Voices upon the seas 

Of wiidness and despair ; 
One common cry of agony 

Fills all the circling air. 
Age, with snow-hoBoared head, 

Manhood, with ardent eye« 
Youth, with its light of loreliness,*^ 

All seek one h6pe«*-to die! 

A shout upon the land, 

A flash and ring of arms ; 
A gathering rush of barfoaroin men 

Shakes ea^ with dread alwms. 

Like the avalanche their speed ; 

lake the tempest in its wrath ; 
Like the Simoom's fatal sweep 

Is their red and deadly path. 

The virgin's sacred breast, 

Where love might hot preside, 
Lies, like a crushed yet beauteous flcrwer, 

Bathed in its pure iife-<tide. 
The wan and aged head 

Sinks there; to riee no more ; 
The sigfatlesn eyes are doll and cold, 

The white hairs dashed with gore. 
Seek thousatids, as a. boon, 

Death's sullen sanctiiary ; 
For who, when life is shame, would live? . 

When death is bliss — ^not die? 

Ye dead, ye noble dead ! 

From your still, gory sleep, 
A voice shall pass to aiir men's souls. 

Far as the .wild waves sweep. 

A light, as of the mom. 

Through this dim night shall bre^ik ; 
Valour shall burst the Moslem chain 1 

And slumbering Freedom wake I 

The soul that would he free 

Will drag no fettered limb ; 
Sooner may man the sun's course turn, 

Than throw slave-bonds on him. 

Call up the splendid past, 

From rock, fronl plain, from sek; 
Each hath its tale of stirring deeds 
. Of stainless chivalry. 
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Call op the gallant bands 

That died with conquest won ; 
Proud spirits of Thermopylae, 

Brave hearts of Marathon. 
Lost hath Ihe warrior's son 

The charm that roused his sire? 
Is there no bright though fauling spark 

Of the old patriotrfire ? 

Yes, Capsalis ! in thee 
That pare flame is not dead, 

Which lit the shrine of Liberty, 
For which thy Others bled I— 

Thoa speak'st^— and at thy voice 

The eye regains its glow; 
The heart, as at some gladdening soand, 

Shakes off its weight of woe* 

A moltitade to thee. 

In their last hope, press now— 
Tbou lead'st them on,— -is it to death? 

With that calm glorious brow : — 

Is it to death? the heavy gates 

Close on the martyr-traia; 
Gaxe they their last upon that earth 

They ne*er may see again. 

They breathe beneath the walls 
Of the war-stored magazine ; 

The flaming torch is in the grasps- 
Yet no dismay is seen. 

Fiercely the din of arms 

Is heard the walls without : 
Two thousand of the Turkish horde 

Send up their hellish shout. 

Thev scale the gloomy roof 
The pillared sides entwine ; 

Now, now, heroic Capsalis, 
Revenge, revenge, is thine ! 

Jesu ! what sounds arose, 

What horrid cries sprung there, 

As twice three thousand souls thus died, 
Dashed through the bleeding air ! 

The dark alarmed sea 

Wildly its bed forsook, 
And fearful chasms yawned around ;«— 

Earth to her centre shook! 
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many a heart sinili monrn 
The evil of that day; 

And eyes shall weep those bitter tears 
No hand may wipe away ! 

Yet through these sombre clouds, 
Of woe, and waste, and war, 

1 see a mom of beaatedasness 
Far rising, like a star. 

As from the grave the soul. 
Enfranchised, mounts the skies, 

So from the ashes of the brave, 
Shall Liberty arise ! 

Hear it, thou far spread land — 
Record it, oh, thou -sea— 

Not vainly Freedom's martyrs bleeds- 
No ! Greece shall yet be free ! 

Evening; a Sonnet. 
The moon upon the cloudless heaven moved slow, 
The pale flowers gathered up their leaves to sleep ; 
In silence lay the lonely vale below, 
In silence spread the venerable deep; 
The ancient mountains dreamed in loneliness, 
A languor seemed even in the moonlight ray. 
The fresh^ clear stream, that gurgled through the day. 
Now passed in calm and holy quietness ; 
The last light from the cottage casement fled, 
The late bird's wings lay folded in sweet rest. 
The Spirit of the Evening all things blest. 
Bird, flower, vale, mountain, and the cotter's bed ! — 
Gradually yielding to the night's mild sway. 
As music on the seas> faint, fading, far away! 

What is Memory ? 'tis the light 

Which hallows life — a ray urofoand 
Upon the brow of mental night; 

An echo — time the passing sound ; 
A mirror— its bright surface, shows 
' Hope, fear, grie( love, delight, regret; 
A generous spring ; a beam which glows 

Long after sun and star have set ; 
A leaf— nor storm, nor blight can fade ; 

An ark on Time's bereaving sea ; 
A perfume from a flower decayed ; 

A treasure for Eternity! 
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Wbat is thou|^ht ? it is a mine 
Whose ^ems are of a land divine : 
A power no tyrant may control ; 
An emanation of the sonl I — 
A spark of a celestial fire, 
To favonred mam in mercy given ; 
Spirit of an immortal sire t 
A plant whose flower is Heaven I 
O I not htneath the sky's array 
May his^hest thong^ht with man unite ; 
Tis but a gleam of that fine light 
Whose glory shines through an eternal day. 

The Village Church. 

It stands within a solitary yale 

Shadowed by ancient trees, which year on year 

Still live — as relics Time and Death revere — 

Unhurt by lightning's scathe, by winter gale :-~ 

Around each low, eakm graire tiie wild fiowerpale, 

Like Pity, bends iHth many a balmy tear; 

There, too, pride's 'scatchecoied monuments •|>pear. 

With high inoestral name and loAj tale I 

Dull is the mind— -oh, more than cold the breast 

That lonely Village Church may not iaeliae 

To deep and holy mu^lngs-^from Its rest 

A warnuig.^irit speaks with voice divide : — 

Pass thou few days**-few months perhaps at best-** 

A shroud — a grsve — an epitaph is thine 1 



MiscBLLAMBaus Customs, 8cc« tit Francb. 

The Athenians, and the iolbabitaats of Delpbos, 
kept the seventh day of the month saiqred in honour of 
Apollo, decorating themselves witti crowns of laurel. 
The Jews religiously celebrated their dskjotSabath, 
a word signjfyii^ seven, — Ae root of the word Sep- 
tern : they saag to the God of Glory under the name 
of Sabaoth, si word, says Boulanger, which mav be 
translated * Lord of Itnuos a^d Seasons/ as well as 
' Lord of Hosts;' beeause amoiig the ancients 'time' 
and an 'arm/ are iBSLpressed- by the same word. 
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The Romans did not do any work on their festival 
days^ but consecrated them to their gods ;. consider- 
ing these days of bad omen, they would not com- 
mence any journey or business on them; and even 
carried their superstition so far as to remain at home 
the day after a festival, to reflect on their afl^airs^ 
wishing to make an interval between their holidays 
and the days devoted to labour. In this resting^ 
time, may we not trace the origin of the idleness of 
mechanics and labourers immediately after aholiday, 
and of their disinclination to work on Saint Monday ? 
The first, third, and fifth Sundays of every month 
are considered more solemn and holy by the com- 
mon people in France than the others, — a circum- 
stance which owes its origin to the ancient celebra- 
tion of the festivals of the new and full moon. 

The Romans had their tucky and unlucky days, and 
on the latter would not undertake any business^ fot 
fear it should have a bad conclusion : they considered 
them as unhappy and of bad omen. The French have 
also an unlucky or unfortunate day, and this is Fti- 
day: On this day* they will not undertake any busi- 
ness of importance, for fear of its turning out badly; 
or a long journey, lest it may abound with distress- 
ing accidents : a marriage is seldom contracted on 
this day, lest it should be unhappy. But where shall 
we seek for the origin of this opinion ? May it not 
have taken its rise in the christian religion, and in 
file crucifixion of our Saviour on this day? a day of 
fear and trembling, of darkness and earthquakes. 
The fast ordained by the church contributes to per- 
petuate these mournful ideas ; and hence, perhaps, 
the notion of unhappy or unfortunate attributed to 
this day. 

The days on which we have lost our fathers, our 
relations, and our friends (says a French Antiquary), 
are to us days of sorrowful remembrance ; the anni- 

Ll 
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versBxy of tlieir death is always a $id>ject of grief: 
Friday is tiiis day for the Cbtisti^AS. 

The jfSfefi of the Pagans were accompanied by re- 
joicings andbanquetSy of which cakes formed a part; 
and afterwards public games and dances took place 
in the streets : the primitive Christians found them- 
selves mixed with' them, and could not well escape 
from commingling in their pastimes; hence the origin 
of the village filte^ with its various dances and games. 
The Compitalia of the Romans bear a close resem- 
blance to the pastoral festivals of the present day: 
they were celebrated in honour of the Lares, which 
they crowned with flowers ; the altars were decorated 
with garlands, and dancing and banquets were held 
in the public streets and squares. In many little 
towiM^ in France, at the fdeseui day, on the festival of 
the penwKaiv^aM^Qf the place, certain streets are 
ornamented withUSTWiiS^Pd foliage, and the statue 
of the saint, which is usuaBy*^^^®^ ^ ^ ^i^^*® ^ * 
bouse, is also decorated wit^«pts ^^ flowers and 
garlands. ;^y 

Among the Romans, not only aJ^T street, but 
every house had its gods or Lares,!^^^^^^ honour 
a particular festival was held ; thus, s^y^ * French 
author, we h^ve our family ffites, for ¥^ have pre- 
SWyed many of the usages of our ancestAf^* ^^* ^^^® 
given a new direction to them: in thdL/B^?'' 
angelsf yf'e- recognise the Penates and fP® Lares; 
just as we find m the IStes of the street^^^^^i*" 
lages, the Compitalia of the ]^omans, and 
qiiets of paganism and of the ancients. 

Juno Lucinawas invoked, in^ Greece, by women 
w:l^o consecrated their eyebrows to her; and on the 
seventh day after their birth the children were named, 
a ceremony always attended by a festival. Polydore 
Vergil relates, that it was the custom, among the Per- 
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simm, fcfr erery one to Ideep kiy birth-day with cere- 
monies and ramplnocis banquets^ according fo his 
meand, a iiradace which wa^iH tise among the Ro^ 
maM. Bill with, the latter these festivals were pre^ 
ceded by religipas ceremonies. The goddesfs Nun* 
dina presided at the births and over the commencement 
of the life of infants : they invdked and implored her, 
when, they pnrified the children^ by certain words and 
ceremonies, and gave them a name, - Water vi9A liie 
basis of these lastrations ; sea-*water was preferred to 
every other, and it was only when this was not to be 
had,'that water from rivers aiid foontains wi^s used $ 
and then salt or sulphur was put into it, to make it 
resemble sea-wat6r. In this they plunged a burning 
brand taken from the altar wbere sacrifice was ofiNed^ 
and hence it became the lustral water, f4Mr which itm 
ancients had great veneratiotii using it in. all their 
purifications. A priest having dipped a qprig of 
vervain in the water, sprinkled the infants^ in order to 
Ipurify them. The Gauls practised these ountoofe in 
part; they paid great attention to certain days in ibe 
year; and at the birth of their childsen, they set up a 
table in a separate ehamber, and put meat and bottle 
upon it, with three covers and some smalL presents^ 
ivith the intention of inducing les MairBs, the sub* 
terranean spirits/to honour them with a visit, and to 
be favourable to them. Hence, pierhaps, the origin 
of the custom still observed, in many houses in 
France, on Christmas and Easter Night; to leave 
bread and wine on the table, tbat^ as the people say, 
the little Jesus may come and eat and drinbif be 
pleases. Hence also the custom of laying out a 
table in the chamber of a lying-in womauy during the 
first .weeks of her confinement^ and of the feasts at 
l£ristenings. 

^^'Among the French, they name the child at its 
>irth, and celebrate this ceremony the first time 
toih much solemnity. The aMiversary of the day, 
^%ever, is not preservcfd, for instead of oomme^ 
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morating the return of the day on which die infant 
receired its nattie^ they now keep the day of (^ 
saint whose name it bears: just as our own King's 
birth-day is kept, not on the 12th of August, but on 
the 23d of Aprils or St'George's Day; his na.me-day« 

^igai of ffiootr^Xttc& to iSeio^fiorn ®||{raren. 
Whence is the origin (says a French Antiquary) of 
tile custom of giving children^ when they enter a house 
for the first time, eggs and a small packet of salt? 
Why is this offering considered a sign of good-luck, 
and its omission almost an injury ? Presents of this 
kind do not appear at all appropriate to a new-bom 
infant. It is not able to make use of the gifts offered 
to it ; it cannot nourish itself with the egg, and sugar 
would be far more suitable for it than salt : we must, 
then, give a figurative meaning to these presents, 
and thus seek Oxeir relation to the child. The egg, 
itfmi its forrn^ was always considered as the emblem 
of the duration of time; and is used at Easter, to 
fepresent the past year, and that which is to come. 
Hence, perhaps, the reason of giving an egg to an 
mfantvwhose career has just commenced; and the 
concealed meaning of- this gift would be, to wish 
the child life without end, or as long as possible, in 
conformity to the shape of the egg, of which we can 
neither see the beginning nor the end. Salt is equally 
an emblem of the duration of life, as it prevents pu- 
trefaction : it is used in ablutions as purifying ; it is 
given in the first act of catholicity, as an emblem of 
wisdom;* and is as much a moral emblem as the 
egg is a physical one. If we wish the infant a long 
life, we also hope that it will be wise and good ; 
hence, witbx>Ut doubt, the offering of the two emblems, 
of a life of long duration, and without blemish, Alex- 
ander ab Alexandro says, that the Greeks offered s£dt 
to a stranger, before a repast, in token of friendship : 
tiiis fresh signification would also be favourable to 
the new-bom; aftfsr bctying wished it ^ long life and 
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wisdom^ i¥^ dedire tbiit it may he haippHi and thu^ 
oflbr it the symbol of frieiidship'. 

The form of the Oath among the Greeks and the 
Romans, was to call the gods to witness to the cer- 
tainty of any thing, and to swear, by them, the troth. 
The manner of taking an oath with us (observes a 
French antiquary), is very different, consisting in an 
expressive gesture peculiar to us ; and it is among 
our ancestors only that we must look for the origin 
of this custom. When the ancient Franks undertook, 
with an oath, to perform or observe any thing, they 
drew their swords, and brandished them; and the 
same practice is still in use in the army, when an 
oath is taken ; but in the courts of law the hand 
alone is raised. Under the first race of kings» the 
judge, to remind the witnesses of the importance of 
the oath they were about to take, gave them a box 
on the ears. This custom is still preserved in tlie 
Catholic Church at confirmation^ where the cate- 
chumen who goes to take upon himself the vow& 
made in his name at his baptism, receives a slight 
box on the ear^ not only as a mark of humiliation, 
but to make him reflect upon the nature of his vow. 

Cl^^ ftaltttatioitt 

To have the hair cut close, says St. Foix, was a 
-mark of degradation. The first race of kings let thenr 
hair grow long ; it was the royal prerogative* The 
nobility wore their hair a little shorter, and the peo^ 
pie had (heir's cut quite close, as we still see among 
the peasants, who were commonly serfs^ or slaves* 
The ecclesiastics, still Airther to mark their humility^ 
or spiritual servitude, entirely shaved the head^ ex- 

' Hntchinton, ia his History of NprthnrabcrlaiKl, says, that chil- 
dren in that county, when first sent abroad in the arms of a nurse to 
Tisit a neighbour, are presented with an egg^ salt^ and fine bread. 
The 9gg was a sacret) emblem, and seems weU adapted to infiuiey,«^ 
Brand** Aniiquitiegy 6y Ellis, toK it, p. 13. 
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cept a little patch of hair on ttid dceipnt^ called fbe 
tonsure, from tondere, to clip, or ishave.. It- was for- 
merly the custom to ^w^t; by the hair ; as we do now 
by onr honour; witness Alaric and Glovis^ who swore 
to preserve peace by their beards; and for any one 
to cot them was the highest degradation. To drive 
Theodoric from the throne^ Childeric II had him 
shaved and placed in a convent of monks at St. De- 
nis; for the same reason, Clodian deceived the hono- 
rary name of Cbevelu, or long-haired. 

In saluting any one^ nothing was considered more 
polite than to pluck out a hair, and present it to him ; 
as much as to say> that the person who made the of- 
fering was devoted to the service of the other : the 
man; indeed^ who was made a slave, cut off his hair 
and presented it to his n^aster, as a homage due to 
him. Clovis plucked a hair from his beard and gave 
it to St. Gremier, to maoifest his veneration and re- 
spect; each courtier also gave one to this bishop, 
who returned to his diocese quite delighted with the 
politeness of the court. 

In this custom (continues our French Antiquary) 
we trace the origin of our manner of salutation ; we 
uncjover the head, bend forward as if we would offer 
our hair, put the hand to the forehead as if to pluck 
one, and again inoUne^ towards the person whom 
we salute, as if to present him with this offering. 
M» Dnlauve, in his HiMory 6f Paris, remarks, that at 
Ae ceremony of tike enity of the parliament into Pa* 
ris> at Martinmas, the presidents and counsellors 
passed liefore one another, and curt^ed to each 
other, in the same manner as females do. 

The nests of swallows, built under eaves of win- 
idows, are held sacred, and are never disturbed by 
ttie servants; being considered to foretel good luck 
to the inmates of the house which is frequented by 
the birds. 



Among the ca^tQmd observed in France, imme- 
diately after death, are, the taking off or stopping of 
the pendulums of dodl^s, and the covering ap of look- 
ing- glasses and portraits. The last how has sound- 
ed ; time no longer exists for him who has been struck 
by the hand of death ; he enters into eternity, and for 
him the hours cease to be marked ; hence the custom 
of stopping clocks and watches on the decease of any 
one. The custom of tmlmg the looking-glasses is 
equally emblematical and proper. The individual 
has disappeared ; he is carried to the bosom of the 
great family ; he will not appear again on eartib. Thus 
his portrait, the glasses which represent only his mor- 
tal remains, becopie useless when the soul which 
animated them is no longer anong us, but has flown 
to infinite space,, aiid reposes' in the bosom of its 
Creator. For the same reason that the glasses are 
veiled, many persons, particularly the Jews, empty 
all the water from the vessels in tiie house ; and the 
country people in France assign as a motive for doing 
so, that they are a.fraid the soul, in departing from 
the body, will be drowned while washing itself in 
the water ! 

f From Swain's Metrical Essays.] 
The bniyest of the mighty dead ! 

That gloripas name I sing, 
Linked onto immortality, 

As sunlight to the spring : 
The name before which nations bowed^ 

As though a God it owned ; ' 
The name on fame's bright page behe1c| 

With hundred conquests 'throned ! — 

Thou heard^st it, gorgeous Babylon, 

A spell it was of fear ; 
Dark and distasteful to thine eye, 

And humbling to thine ear, 
Thou heard'st itj O! Jerusalem, 

And in thy quailing heai;t 
There came that pulse of bitterness 

With which 'tis bliss to part. 
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yict*i7 seemed proud to grace his brow, 

Fortune to lead his car; 
His sword was light upon the land. 

Upon the waves, a star ! 
The earth bestowed her splendid wealth; 

And the vast realm of seas 
Gave up, as to her rightful lord, 

Her golden argosies. 

Sad — silent — is the regal hall, 

Its gardens of the rose 
So beautiful, the eye might gaze 

And never wish to dose ; — 
The richest carpets woo the feet| 

The banquet board is spread. 
But he, alas ! for whom they shine — 

Their lord — their king— is dead ! 

Hear ye those sounds — loud as the storm 

O'er the dark forest sweeps ; 
Wild as the giant cataract 

From rock to valley leaps; 
Hear ye those martial strains which swell 

Like floods when thunders foil? — 
It is the gathering of a host — 

A monarch's funeral I 

It comes — that brave solemnity ; 

And glorious 'tis to see 
The flash of arms, the wave of plumes, 

The silver panoply ; 
All rich accoutrements of war : 

The banners' stately fold. 
The funeral oar^ the raven steeds. 

The throne of burnished gold 1 

Great Alexander! e'en of all, 

O'er which his banners wave. 
He hath — ^he cannot claim — but this 

One narrow spot — his grave ! 
And is it thus the mightiest pass 

They, on whose lightest breath 
Hundreds attend 7 then, what is pride 

.'Fore its high master — Death? 
A morning sunbeam on the lake, 

Slave to each tyrant shade; 
A bubble, only blown to burst, 

A flower, ere night to fade. 
The only things on which 'tis wise 
. To fix the heart and eye 
Are deeds and words of nobleness, . 

For these shall never die ! 



Observations on the appearances of Nature t» every mtrnthf in Eny^ 
land, as well as m dJifferent parte of the world, especially m North 
and South America, wUl he very desirable ; and accounts of obsolete 
or existiag customs, and sketches of neglected or contemporary biogru-' 
phfi will he alwagfs acc^table : these should be addressed to the Edi- 
tor, to the care of Messrs. Sherwood, Gilbert and Piper, Paternoster 
Row, London ; and transmitted btfore the isi of July 1828. 
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If one train of thinking be more desirable than another, it is that 
which regards the Phenomena q/* Naturcy with a constant reference 
to a Supreme Intelligent Author. palev. 



When Spring unlocks the flowers, to paint the laughing soil ; 
When Summer's balmy showers refresh the mower's toil ; 
When Winter binds in frosty chains the fallow and the flood. 
In God the earth rejoiceth still, and owns his Maker good. 

The birds that wake the morning, and those that love the shade ; 
The winds that sweep the mountain, or lull the drowsy glade ; 
The sun that from his amber bower rejoiceth on his way. 
The moon and stars, their Master's name in silent pomp display. 

Shall man, the lord of Nature, expectant of the sky, — 
Shall man, alone unthankful, his little praise deny ? 
No,-r-let the year forsake his course, the seasons cease to be. 
Thee, Master, must we always love ; and, Saviour, honour Thee. 

The flowers of Spring may wither, — the hope of Summer fade, — 
The Autumn droop in Winter, — ^the birds forsake the shade,-^ 
The wind be luUed-^the sun and moon forget their old decree, . 
But we in NittQre's latest hour, O Lord ! will cUng to Thee. 

BISHOP HBBm. 



Natural History is no work for one that loves his chair or bed. 
Speculation may be pursued on a soft couch, but Nature must be ob- 
served in the open air. I have collected materials with indefatigable 
pertinacity. 1 have gathered glow-worms in the evening, and snails 
In the morning ; I have seen the daisy close and open ; I have heard 
the owl shriek at midnight, and hunted insects in the heat of noon. 

JOHNSON. 
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Abo^ fire at, 389 
Adams, Mr. 347 
Advent, custom in, 319, 320 

^— - Sunday, 819 

African marigolds, 253 

sketches, 188 

Alexander the Great, a poem, 4(13 
Alder, 134 

AU Fools* Day, 63— customs in 
France, ib, 

— Saints' Day, 808 

— Souls, 308 

r— Saints* cherry, 253 
Alludes, custom at, 337 
Almond-tree, 102 
Althea fratex, S63 
Amaryllis lutea, 253 
America, eflfeets of frost in, 72 

— wild pigeon of, 300 

Amierican cowslip, 76 

Anemone, 102 

Angler, the, a Poem, 138 

Annunciation of B. V. M., 67 

Anthesteria, 309 

AnU, 79 

Aphides, 162 

Apple'tvee, 102 

AppT4faoh of Winter, a Sonnet, 

25, note 
^pri^ explained, 83 

fish, 83 

Apricot, 102 

Arbutns, 253 

ylreltc expedition, 229 

'iaad expedition, 276 

Aries, 62 

Arum, 134 

Ascension Day. 119 

^*A, 60, 102 

Ash-Wednesday, 46 

Asparagus, 181 

Assumption of B. V, M., 194 

Astronomical Occurrences in 
January 1828, 16; February, 
51; March, 69 • April, 92; 
May, 121; June, 158; July, 
175 ; August, 206 ; September, 
242 ; October, 281 ; November, 
324; December, 366 



Astronomy illustrated by poetical 
citations, 16, 95, 124, 178, 208, 
369 

Atherstone, 306 

Audcbert, M. 300 

August, explained, 191 

Auriculas, 76 

Aurora Borealis, 245-248 

Autumn, reflections on, 326, 327 

— poetically described, 331 

Azalias, 253 

Bacchanalia,' 4A 

Backwoodsman, 168, 169 

Barberry, 134 

Barker v. Ray, 90 

Barton, Bernard, 146 

Bathing, lines on, 306 

Bats, 81 

Becket, Thomas ky 171 

Bede, Venerable, 121 

Bee, anecdotes of, 73 

Bees in Egypt, 168— stipcrstttlons 
respecting in France, ib, 

Beech-tree,l(^, 129 

Beethoven^ L. Von, 68 

Beetles, 161 

Bell-Jlower, 179 

Belladonna, 181 - 

^en-I^evis, 213 

Benger, Eliz. O., 10 

Bevan, Dr. 73 

Birds, lines on, 183 
nests, 97 



Birth-days, 1, 398 

Black-bird, 79 

— — Kings, day of, 9 

Blaps raortisaga, 101— obtusa, ib. 

Bloodworms^ 81 

Blue-hotUe, The, a sketch, 211 

Bode, Professor, 51 

Bonneval^ customs at,^ 46, 48, 62, 
67, 85, 112, 146,163, 194, 220, 
808,856 '^ 

Bowring, Mr. 32, 76, 110, 159, 360 

Box-tree, 102 

Brandon, Rich. 13 

Breathings of Spring, a poem,99 

Brimstone butterfly, 80 

Bron, custom at, 46 

Brussels, jubilee at, 172 



408 INDEX. 

Buek^M0at, Igl 

BtUbs ID water-glasses, mumge^ 

ment of, 205 
Buiyineh*a nest, 08 
Burffhle^, Lord, 924, 
Bumet^Kaxifriige, 854 
fivnif, Gilbert, 116 
Bnitereup, lU 

Butterfiies, 80, U)0, ISO, 811, 256 
Bj^, Admiral, 64 
Byron, Lord, 88, 108 
Cabbage-bnUerfiy, 100 
Ootet*, particulars of, 381 
ikUm at sea, S05 
i^amberwellhQuaty^ 80 
Camelopardy 108 
Cancer, 141 
CandUmat'day^ 35 
Canning, Rt. Hm. 0ei». 198 
Cape of Good Hope, phenoRienon 

at, 368 
Capricomy 347 
Ciipsalis, a poem, 302-805 
Car^me-prenanty 887 
Camay 141 
Camationty 170 
Cam 290/ ceremonies, 44-46, 387 
Caterpillars, manufacture by, 886 
Cpr9u«, Nig^-bUiriog, lines on, 

107 
Chartresy custom at, 3 
Chaieavbriandy M. 07, 888, 338 
Chelonesy 853 

Cherry, gardeo^and wild, 108 
ChervUy 184 
CkestnHt'tree,,l99 
Chevauehiey 220 
CkUdy lines on the death of, 380 
ChUdermas'dayy 350 
Ckildreny signs of good lock ta,400 
^mney'tfveepers* carnival, 108 
China asters, 253 

:- roses, 853 

Christian Guardian, 107 
ChriUnnts Day explained, 355— 

customs in France, 355-857 

- Eve, customs on, 858, 

350 

— rose, 32 

Circumeisiony 1 

Ci^ feMting in the time of Queen 

Elizabeth, 160 
Clare, John, 78, 73, 80, 167,881 



^/oreiiw, H. R. H. Duke of, 105 

C/iBijr hair-worm, 81 

Clear frost, a sonnet, 30 

Cliffs of Dover, a poem, 341 

Climbing Boy, a poem, 109 

Close of the Year, lities on, 380 

Clovery 134, 160 

CoUoptera, 101 . 

CoZcAicttm, 256 -r-variegftted, 890 

Coleseedy 184 

Colours of plants, 134 - 

C«U|/oe^ 76 

Columbines, 134 

Commerey^ enstAmi at, 111^ 117, 

140,357 
Comjrey, variety of, 856 
CompitaliOy 388 
Conception of the Virgin Mary, 

352 
Conder, Mrs. Joaiah, 75 
Constable. Archibald, 171 
ConsieUation$, lipes on, 284^ 
Cot^Volvulut, 180^ 254 
Cooty the, 31 

Cora2 islands and reef, 344*847 
Corchorus japoiiica^ 134. 
Corn-fiay, ehangeable, 186 
Corpus ChrlBti, 141 
Course of time, 284 
Cowslip, 103 

American, 76 



Crab'treCy varieties of, 253 
Cro€^9, aHtunmal, linies on, 253 
Croctfse«, 60, 75, 253 
Cromwell y Lord, pray ier of, 180 
Crotp«-imperial, 108 
Cuckoo, 00 

point. 134 



— spit insect, 161 



Cun'ont'trecy 102 

CttraVs. ^Entomology noticed, 80, 

256 
Daffodils, 76, 103 
Dahlia, 253 
Dauy, field, 80, 105 
gardens, 75 



Dale, Mr. lines on time^ 147 
DavU, Wra;, 148 
Dayi'breok, a sonnet, 29 
i)«alA-w9tch, 100 
De^lh*S'head moth, 181, 286 
D<ratA«, customs at, 403 
December explained, 347 
lines to, 370, 374 
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Delia of Blackwood's Magasin«, 

poetry by, 25 note, 29, 168, 178, 

179, 206, 329 
lynolation of Eyam, 923 
JHal^ lines on, 146 
Vignum^ Charles, 67 
IHonysia, 310 
DitUint Ship, a poem, 348 
Dog'day9y 170 
— — rose, 160 
Domesday, Introduction to, 389- 

SOl, 
Dragon-flyy 100, 161 
Dreux^ custom at, 355 
Dmmmondt Dr. First Steps to 

Botany noticed, I04inote 
Duek-meat, 182 
Ducket, Lionel, 169 
Early Morning ; a sonnet, 137^ 
J^artA-vorms, 34 
£a«ter Monday, 36— ceremony at 

Poitiers, 86— at J^ Motte dii 

Pongard, 36, 37 
Eaater-day, 85 

eggs, 85-87 

• week, customs in France, 



85,86 



- Tuesday, 86 



Edmund, K. and Martyr, 310 
Edward, K. of the West Saxons, 

67 
Eggs, customs respecting, 86*^ 
iSgypt, bees in, 163 
Biia, 1, 108 

Elizabeth, Q. particulars of, 270- 
V 276 

mis, Mr. 270 note^99\ note 
Elms, 101, 102, 134 
Ember 6tiys, 50, 121, 224, 353 
Ephemera, 161 
Epiphany, 8 
Equinoctial gales, 81 
Eta beta pi, inyitation to, 50 
Elrenkes, 2, 83 
Evans, Dr. ^ohn, 12 
Evening, a^poem, 95— a sonnet, 

187,305 

scene, 187 

star, lines on, 156 

Fair of St. Oilles, 220 
Fa// of the leaf, 292 
Faux, Mr. 72 
February, explained, 35 
ip-— II ■ sonnet on, 54 



FemnUe folles, 43 ' 

F6ri».oJWl, 127 

Field'dusy, 70, 105 

Fieldfare, 79,9^ 

Fifth Sunday in Lent, 67 

Fir, Scotch, 129 

Fir-tribe, J02 

Fireeide, British, 24 

F/axman, John, 347 

Flesh-tiy, 100 

FZo«iJer-de-luce, 164 

glasses, 296 

Flowers, time of their appearance, 
104— odours of, 105— variety of, 
157 -lines on, 158-holy, 164 

F/^-catcher, spotted, 127 

Fonnereau, Rey. Mr. 286 

Foo/-pope, 3 

Foolifh women, 45 

Fools, feast of, its origin, 2 

Forest trees, 81 

Forests, beauty of, 249 

For^e£-me-not, 164 

Foseolo, Ugo, 223 

F(mr-o'clock flower, 104 

Foxglove, 161 

France, customs in, 2, 3, 8-10, 11, 
44, 47, 48, 62, 64, 67, 66, 83, 85, 
HI, 148-151, 163, 194,209, 220. 
309, 319, 350, 355, 359, 387-396 
hail-storm in, 182 



Franklin, Captain, 276 
FrencA wines, 260 
Friilay, customs on, 397 
Frost, a continued one described, 

26 
Frozen rain, 72 
Fury, Rebecca, 87 
Gfod-fly, 161 
Gorc/ew-cherry, 102 
daisy, 75 



Gemini, 108 
Genista, 210 
Geranium, 210 
G*o«/-moth, 180 
Gifford, William, 360 
Giraffe, 198 
GloW'Worm, 130 
Gnats, 84 
Goatsucker, 127 
Godiva pageant, 120 
tro»eff It-green beetle, 161 

rod. 179, 252 

Goldfinch, 76, 2ia - 
Mm2 



I 



419 

Nailuraum, Sd8 

NalivUy of the Virgin Mary, 223 

Naturalist 'sDiARV for January 

182S,22; February, 64; March, 

73; April, 96; May, 125 ; June, 

156; July, 178; August, 200; 

September, 248 ; October, 284 ; 

November, 326 ; December, 370 
Navy, British, early state of the, 
. 195 

Nectarine, 79, 102 
NesU of birds 97, 190 note 
New Year, lines on, 4 
Year's Day, 1— lines on, 2— 

customs on, at Paris, 2, 3 ; at 

Chartres, 3 

Year's gifts, 2, 3 

NewcaUie, custom at, 14S 

NtfAoto, John, 311 

Nieomede, 141 

Nightingale, 99 

NightshAde, 160, 181 

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, 

li^mn for, 268 
Noble, Rev. Mark, 120 
Noche Serena, a sonnet, by Delta, 

208 
Noel explained, 356, and note 
North Wales, religion in, 2^ 
Northern lights, 245 
Norwich dragon, 146 
Nosegays, 298 
November explained, 308 

.1 , ,m^' poetical description of, 

331 
Nuthatch, 210 
O. Holy Rood, 227 
O. Michaelmas-day, 268 
O.Mart. 274,311 . 
O. Sapientia, 353 
Oak, 129 
Oath, the, 40i 

Ocean, bottom of the, 261, 262 
^ lines on, 202 

October, explained, 266 
CBnatechny, 259 

Opium and opium-eater, 160, |61 
Orange and lemon trlhe, culture of 

. in Englaud, 333 
Oi'anges, migration of into Eng- 
land, 380 
Orchis, J 32 
Otters, 81 
Overbeeky 34 
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Oxyaeantha, 253 
Palm Sunday, 67 
Pampas of South America, 215 
ParagrHes, 184 
Paris, New Year's Day at, 2 
Parker,n, M. 61, 143,215 
Parry, Capt. 229 
Paanofb'flower, 210 
■Sunday, 67 



Patriek^s purgatory, 65 

Pe€Ufh, 79 

P«ar-tree, 102 

Peas, 81 

Peosoitt children, a sonnet, 139 

Pemecan, 232 note 

Penny, Mr. 214 

Peony, single, 136 

Peonies, 168 ' 

Perigueux, ceremony at, 149 

Perished flowers, a poem, by Delta, 

329 
Percival, Dr. 262, 305 
Pestalozzi, M. 43 
PhaUena russula, 256 
Phloxes, 253 
Pigeon, wild, 300 ; 
Pimpernel, 160 
PifOes, 163, 179 
Pisces, 85 

Plague in London, 222 
Piantsin chambers, management 

of, 385 

— at routs, 336 

Pleasures of a rainy day, 371 

P/o«^A Monday, 10 

Plum, 102 

Poitiers, ceremony at, 66 

PoUok, Rev. R. 224 

Polyanthus, 102 

Polypi, 264 

Pondwecd, 182 

Pope of fools, 8 

Poplars, 101 

Poppies, 179 

Poppy, cultivation of, 160 

Porteous, Capt. 221 

Poitder Plot, 306 - , 

Pretender, song in faTonr of, 114 

Primroses, 34, 75, 103, 158 

Pringle, T. 168, 196 

Privet hawk-moth, 256 

Pii#«,2l0 

Purijieation of B. V. M., 35 

Pyrus japonica, 101 
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Q»aa,fm 

Quinquagesima Sunday, 48 
B9i»y day, pleasures of, 371 
Ranunculus, 102 
Red'wat, 100 

breasts 252, 288 

-— i— start, 100 

wing, 72, 288 

ilced-mace, 181 

Religion ioJiprUi Wales, 227 

Remarkable Days io January 

1828^ 1 ; February, 85; March, 

62 ; April, 83 ; May, 108 ; June, 

141 ; July, 170; August, 191 ; 

Septeoiber, 220 ; October, 266 ; 

NoT^mber, 308 ; December, 347 
Richard, Bp. 84 
Richardson, G. F. 187 

^- »— Dr. 276 

Richmond, ReY. Legh, 115 
i2%-ouzel, lOa, 288 
Rogation Sunday, 117 

1— week, csostomrS in, 117 

Rooke^ Mi^or,. 250 

Hopes, ligneous, 255 

Rose, lines on, 159— varieties of 

the, ih, 

Hibiscus, 186 

thoruiess,60 

Rosemary, 82 

'- wreath, 82 

Roses, 163 

Royston crow, 288 

Rozel, song of the maids of, 112, 

118 
Rowlandson, T. 87 
Rumex, 181 
Rural scene, 110 
Rush, flowering, 254 
A^, 134 

Sqft^on crocus, 253 
Sagittarius, 808 
Saint Monday, 807 

Agatha, 86 
Agnes, 12 
Alban, 142 
Alphege, 87 
Ambfrose, 85 
Andrew, 819 
Anne, 172 
Anthony, 11 
Augustine^ 198 



Austin^l^^ 

Barnabas, 142 

Bartholomew, 193 

Benedict, 67 

Blase, 86 

Boniface, 142 

Britius, 810 

Catherine, 311 

Cecilia, 810 

CAarf, 62 

Clement, 811 

Crispin, 269 

Cyprian, 221 

David, 62 

Declan, 171 

i>£n^«, 266 

Dvn^tan, 119 

Etheldreda, 269 

EunercHus, 221 

Fabian, 12 

FdtYA, 266 

George^ 88 

Gi7<?«, 220 

Gregory, 64 

//itery, 11 

Hubert, 309 

f/ttflfA, 810 

James, 171 

James the Less, 108 

Jerome, 227 

JoAn Baptist, 148^ 198 

JoAn Bvangelist, 118, 859 

Jiidtf, 270 

Lambert, 224 

Lawrence, 194 

Leonard, 309 

Lvcian, 10 

LiMv, 853 

Luike, 269 

Machutus, 310 

Margaret, 171 

A/arit, 88 

3/ar£<it, 170, 309 

Matthew, 227 

Jlfo<tA/at,48 

Michael, 227 

Nicholas, 349 

Patrick, 65 

Pau/, conversion of, 12 * 

Perpetua, 64 

Prter, 151 

PAi//ji, 108 

PriVca, 11 

Remigius, 266 
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Saints (eowtinuedj 
Riekard, 84 
Siiveiter, S60 
Si««ft, 372 
SUpken, 359 
SvitAtti, 171 
TlkoiiMw, S53 
VaUntine, 42 
rmfent, 12 



Salutation, the, 401 
Samou€Ue*8 Enlomoloiry noticed, 

80 
San^-yert game of, J II 
Sop, 80 
8fafrtot»,210 
Seolytut destructor, 101 
Searjtio, 266 
Sport, Sir Walter, memoir of the 

Dalte of York, 5 

— — — — hymn, 43 

' ' character of K. 

James I, 145 
. letter to Sir 

Adam Ferguson, 201 
Sea, on hearing the roaring of, at 

midnight, a poem, 81 

— eryngo, lines on, 265 
fowl, 338 

kale, 81 

poly pi, 263 

shore, wallc by the, 261, 307 

views, 265 

— weed, sonnet to, 804 
Seroftcf Sunday in Advent, hymn 

for, 852 
Sedge^bird, 128 
Sementina, 117 
September, explained, 220 
Septuagesima Sunday, 35 

• hymn for, 36 

SexageHma Sunday, 42 

Sheffield, anniyersary at, 108 

S^//-SDai1, 100 

Shepherd's Calendar noticed, 331 

Sherwood forest, 250 

Shrove Tuesday, 44 

Shrovetide ox, 46 

Sify/ar*, 75,252 

Slug, black, 100 

Smallage, 254 

Stnilax, laurel-leaved, 255 

Snow-drift, 23 

«— — drop, 32, 60 

—- — - lines on, 60 note 



Snow-storm, a sonnet, 20 

Solanum, 181 

Sologne, customs io, 67, 112, 85S 

Sorhus family, 253 

Sotheby, Mr. lines by,>56 m/ote 

South Africa, sketches in, 188 

America, pampas of, %lb 

Spain, custom in, 14^ 

Sparrows, 81 

^eedweUs, tribe of, 182, 170 

Spidere, 100 

Spirit and Manners of the Age 

noticed, 76 
Spring, lines on, 127 

evening, lines on, 187 

— shower, lines on, 96 
Spurges, 210 
Sfa^r-beetle, 161 

Star of Bethlehem, 103, 168 

Stinging-Gy, 100 

Storm, a great one described, 28 

among the mountains, 218 

Indian, lines on. 215 



Strafford, Earl of, Hoes written 

by, 118 
Strawberry, 129 
Stray Leaves noticed, 35 note 
Slrenua, 2 

Suffolk Correspondence, 172 
Sulphur butterfly, 256 
Sumach, Virginian, 179 
Summer storm, 213 
Sunday explained, 396 
Sun-flower, 210 
Sunset, by Delta, 168 
Swain's Metrical Essays, 891,408 
Swallow, the, 99 

— lines on, 2S4 

' migration of, 285, 288 

custom respecting, 402 

Sfra//on7-tailed butterfly, 129 
Sweet-brier, 164 

— peas, 252 

— William, 163 
Swift, 100,210 
Swisserland, custom in, 852 
Sycamores, 101, 102 
Tabley, Lord de, 143 
Tangier pea, 252 
Tartarean crab, 253 
Tastu, Mde., 299 
Taurus, 83 

Tea, introduction of into Eng* 

land, 364 
Thaw, great, described, 54, 55 
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Thought, i^e^ on, Sm 
Thrj^kiUL2$, 2ti8 

-houses, S33 

^fvzH«i^£W of Saint Martin, 170 
-^ *~- of Edward, K. of W. 



-of Edward the Con- 

r^^eiitiircii of tbedeep, 363 
'Mirees^ antiquity of, £50 

Vlri?yatlfiday, 141 

i|7Mf^owGrSf 35a 
hriiot, VmeA on planting, 103 
'-1rpe, 129 
,79, lOS, 134 
feTj^-Oay, cuatomft *>n* in 
P*fftice^ S-IO 

i^j^Al, description of, 16G 
"Ij^--- an American scene, 168 

. i>jiAt<42 
^;yfj^^|fln, 163 
■^"Tfii*«o« feaais, 160 
l*fqi^ equmo^t, 80 
^^.. ^ JS ^rj ■ g^fasfl^ swe<!t- scented ^ 160 

i^ wfi'Jr?**^/*^^ a Bonnpt, 30 
" "'■■^^ church, a sonnet, 30fi 
Mte, origm of, ^JS 
' ■' in England, 389 

iisi^s on, 76^lh« liandful 

ery, nativity of^ 239 
*^ -concf ption of, 359 
^ Filte»fiia aptnach, 179 

^ f^^J^ C^r^y, 106 




fValet, religion in, 227 
fFaZr-cress, 75 
Walnut-tree, 132 
Wasp, X\\e,2il 
Water'crowfoot, 181 

flea, 81 

fowl, 81, 288 

hexi, 2€!0 

lily, fHnged, 181 



Waterloo, battle of, 14a 
fFay-faring tree, 134 
Weather'hreedeTS , 34 
Webbe, C, 209 
Weeds, 138 

Week, the, explained, 396 
Wheatear,79 
fFAiNMonday, 120 

Sunday, 120 

White, H. K. lines by, 58 
WhUethroat, 100 
JTt/fen, J. H., 113, 205, 242 
Willow, SO 

spiked, 179 :; 

leaves, a poeih, 299 

wren, 100 * 

Wind, violence of, 57 

— — at pfiidoight, lines to, 58 

fTifie^^^tymology of, 257 

-r--^; history of, 257 

— — an otmakiM^ saw .::g 

•^-^ noniehblaituVe, ^59 ■ 

fTfnfer, lines on, 22, 25 notey 5(S, 

370 
— — ^ six soDDetson, 29, 80 
nosegay, a poem, 379 . 



WoUeif, CardloBl^ 9 1 
Wood ahemonX ^^ 
- — ant, 100 

cock, 79, 288 

lark, 252 

-^-w pigeon, 291 

sorrel, 103 

Worm, tlie, a poem, 34 
Wren, 180 

yellow, 100 



willow, 109 

golden crowned, 75 

Wryneck, 99 

Ytffi;-tree,8l 

York, H.R. H. Duke of, 5 

Young, Andrew Kerr, 84, 60, 905 

note, 331, 374 
Zizyphus, 255 
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TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1814, {third edition^ con- 
Uiining' a Popular View of thb Solar System » the Cax^skdar 
OP Julius Cjssar, and Mbteorolosical Remarks, with Twelve 
descriptiye Engrayings on Wood. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1815, (second ediHonJ with 
an Introdaction containing the Principles of Astrohomt, and an 
Account of the Fasts and Fbstitals of the Jews. . . 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1816, with an Introduction 
containing the Elements of Botany, a Description of BaiTisa 
Forest Trees, and a History of Astronomy. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1817, with an Introdaction 
containing the Principles of Zoology, Sketches of Comparative 
Chronology, and General Index to the first four Volumes. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1818, with ain Introdaction 
containing the Outlines of Geology and Mineralogy, andlndejr. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1819, with an Introduction 
containing a Compendium of Chemistry, and a Description of Bri- 
tish Fruit Trees, 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1820, with an Introduction 
^containing the Outlines of Entomology. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1821, with an Introduction 
containing the Elements of British Ornithology. 

TIMES TELESCOPE for 1822, (second editianjwith 

an Introduction, containing Outlin es of Concholooy. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1823, (second edition} with 
an Introduction on the Habits, Economy, and Uses of British In- 
sects. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1824, with an Introduction 
containing Outlines of Historical and Physical .Gbogb4pjcy» 
by T. Myers, t,h.D.'-;Prefixed to this Volume is a MedatUau P^r* ' ^ 
trait of Captain Parry, engraved 6y Charles Heath. .. ./ • 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1825, with an IntroductiDn 
containing.a Brief History of English Sacred Poetry, tiy Mr> 
Richard Ryan. ' r> I 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1826, with an Introdttetiba 
or the Physical Powers, Intbllectual Faculties, and Mtlu 
PERCEmbNs;of Man, by T. Myers, ll.o.— N.B. The F*(M^ I 
piece to this volume is a highly finished EagraTing of Co r ii^f r g ^^ 
Madonna and Childy in the National Gallery, Padl MaH. ' 

TIMES TELESCOPE for 1827, with a Scries o/Pajert 
on ScoTiAN Botany, by Mr. Andrew Kerr Young, of Paisley i 
and a Description of rarejANd remarkable Insects, by Bfr^ 
Curtis, Author of the B fitish £ntomology. 
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